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My  dear  Admiral  : — It  is  witk  feelings  of  no  little  pleas- 
ure, not  nnmingled  with  anxiety,  that  I  dedicate  to  you  this 
volume,  the  offspring  of  your  late  remarkable  cmise  in  European 
■waters,  with  a  few  observations  of  my  own  upon  many  of  the 
principal  scenes  and  incidents  connected  with  that  world-famous 
tour. 

I  am  conscious  of  its  many  demerits,  and  am  fully  sensible  of 
the  fact  that  it  is  unworthy  of  you  and  the  support  of  your 
honored  name  ;  but  if  you  will  accept  it  as  an  imperfect  tribute  of 
my  aft'ection  for  you  personally,  a  meiiiento  of  the  many  months 
of  delightful  companionship  enjoyed  m  the  cabin  of  the 
FranMin,  and  as  an  assurance  that  the  chief  pleasure  in  writing 
it  was  derived  from  its  associations  with  you, —  you  will 
confer  additional  kindness  upon  one  whose  respect  for  you 
as  a  true  patriot  and  an  exemplary  Christian  is  only  surpassed 
by  his  love  for  you  as  a  man. 

That  you  may  long  be  preserved  in  health,  a  glory  to  the 
country  you  have  so  long  and  faithfully  served,  and  the  pride 
of  the  service  you  have  so  elevated,  is  the  heartfelt  wish  of 

The  Author. 

To  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  XT.S.N. 
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INTKODUCTION. 


This  volume  is  simply  what  its  title  impUes,  a  journal  of  the 
principal  events  which  occurred  during  the  cruise  of  Admiral 
Farragut  abroad,  emhraoing  a  period  of  about  seventeen  months, 
during  which  time  he  visited  every  country  in  Europe,  touched 
at  Asia  and  Africa,  and  was  everyw^here  received  in  a  manner 
and  with  an  enthusiasm  which  is  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of 
international  courtesies. 

From  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  the  harbor  of  Cherbourg  to 
the  hour  of  his  departure  from  Gibraltar,  on  his  way  home,  the 
representatives  of  nations  and  the  people  thereof  vied  with  each 
other  in  doing  him  honor,  and  in  offering  tributes  of  respect  to, 
and  admiration  for,  the  country  whose  cause  he  had  so  gallantly 
defended,  and  which  had  just  emerged  triumphantly  from  a  long 
and  destructive  civil  war. 

In  sketching  this  interesting  and  exceptional  cruise,  it  has 
been  found  impossible  to  enter  into  details  as  minutely  as  might 
be  desired,  and  to  enumerate  all  the  pleasant  and  curious  inci- 
dents which  belong  to  it.  The  author  has  therefore  only  at- 
tempted to  describe  the  more  important  scenes,  in  order  that 
oui-  people  may  judge  of  the  national  significance  of  the  enter- 
prise. 


XVI  INTKODUOTION. 

Few  can  be  aware  of  the  great  benefits  wUch  have  restilted 
from  this  extended  tour.  In  the  language  of  one  of  our  own 
diplomatists,  whose  position  enabled  him  to  judge  of  its  results, 
the  visit  was  one  of  "  unmixed  advantage  to  our  reputation  and 
to  our  political  interests ;  and,"  he  added,  "  I  congratulate  the 
Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  on  the  very  favor- 
able impression  which  has  been  made  in  Northern  Europe  by 
your  cruise  in  the  Baltic  and  adjacent  waters.  Our  naval 
science  has  been  illustrated  and  our  political  institutions  hon- 
ored, while  socially  and  politically  Americans  have  acquired  an 
increased  consideration." 

This  language  reflects  public  sentiment  in  every  coimtry  of 
Exirope,  and  in  many  instances  foimd  more  emphatic  expression 
in  the  spontaneous  official  assurances  that  Admiral  Farragut 
was  the  best  ambassador  ever  sent  from  America ;  for  while  all 
saw  in  him  the  eminent  vindicator  of  our  national  rights,  those 
in  authority  were  charmed  by  the  manner  in  which  he  invari- 
ably recognized  the  same  privileges  and  duties  in  other  lands 
and  races. 

In  all  his  interviews  with  royalty  and  officers  of  state  he 
never  forgot  his  true  mission;  and  while  appearing  always  as 
the  representative  of  our  republican  form  of  government,  he  was 
careful  to  respect  the  claims  and  observe  the  courtesies  due  to 
legitimate  au.thority  and  popular  sentiment. 

The  entertainments    on  board  the  flag-ship,  many  of  them 

costly  and  absolutely  demanded  by  the  circumstances,  were  given 

entirely  at  the  expense  of  the  Admiral ;  and  while  thus  cheerfully 

reciprocating  the  hospitalities  and  honors  so  lavishly  bestowed, 

no  doubt  was  left  on  the  minds  of  our  illustrious  guests  of  the 

friendly  sentiments  of  the  American  Government  and  people. 

J.  E.  M. 
New  Toek,  AprU,  1869. 
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ui^  Aldmiral's  -Flag  Albroad. 


CHAPTEK    I. 


OTTTWAED-BOUND. 

Friday,  June  28,  1867. 

IN  commencing  this  narrative  I  pass  over  the  arrival 
of  the  FramMvn,  in  New  York  harbor ;  the  interest 
created  by  her  appearance  as  she  swung  at  anchor  in  the 
waters  of  the  majestic  Hudson  ;  the  ceremony  of  hoisting 
and  saluting  the  first  four-starred  flag  that  ever  floated 
from  an  American  spar ;  and  the  brilliant  reception  given 
by  Admiral  Farragut,  a  few  days  before  his  departure, 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  several  members 
of  the  Cabinet,  and  a  large  number  of  prominent  citizens 
of  the  Metropolis,  with  their  wives  and  daughters. 

These  are  scenes  which  belong  to  the  home  circle,  and 
are  cherished  by  the  participants  therein  as  pleasant  sou- 
venirs of  our  short  detention  in  American  waters. 

The  cruise,  now  so  famous,  commenced  on  the  date 
given  above,  and  in  becoming  an  ofiicial  though  silent 
member  of  the  noisy  company  on  board  the  flag-ship,  I 
had  certainly  undertaken  a  r61e  entirely  new,  and  one  in 
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whose  duties  previous  experience  as  a  soldier  had  not 
afforded  the  benefits  of  a  very  extended  acquaintance. 

About  meridian  of  that  day,  in  company  with  the 
Admiral,  Mrs.  Farragut,  and  several  others,  I  passed 
over  the  gangway  of  \h.e  Franhlin  and  became  an  ad- 
miring spectator  of  the  active  preparations  on  her  capa- 
cious decks. 

Mrs.  Farragut's  entree  had  been  as  sudden  and  unex- 
pected to  her  as  it  was  agreeable  to  all  on  board.  She 
had  taken  passage  for  Europe  in  the  steamer  Fulton, 
and  had  made  all  her  arrangements  to  meet  her  husband 
in  the  most  convenient  port  on  his  programme,  when 
her  plans  were  happily  changed  by  a  telegram  from  the 
President,  received  only  the  night  but  one  preceding  her 
departure,  and  addressed  to  her  in  the  following  lan- 
guage : — 

"I  will  be  pleased  to  have  you  accompany  the  Admiral  in  tlie 
FranlMn,  and  if  there  is  any  rule  or  regulation  of  the  service  to 
prevent  you  from  doing  so,  it  is  in  your  case  suspended. 

"  (Signed)  Andrew  Johnson." 

This  graceful  attention  on  the  part  of  the  National 
Executive  was  the  more  welcome  as  it  had  been  entirely 
unsolicited,  and  was  gladly  accepted ;  the  Admiral  imme- 
diately requesting  that  Mrs.  Fennock,  wife  of  the  com- 
manding officer,  might  be  permitted  to  accompany  her — 
a  request  which  was  readily  acceded  to  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

The  vessel  was  at  anchor  in  the  lower  bay,  adjusting 
her  compasses ;  and  as  soon  as  the  Admiral  appeared  on 
deck,  orders  were  given  to  prepare  for  sea.     The  words 
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produced  a  magical  effect  upon  all,  and  awakened  reflec- 
tions wliicli  may  readily  be  imagined. 

I  was  a  novice  on  board  a  man-of-war ;  my  knowledge 
being  limited  to  a  few  nautical  terms  learned  in  child- 
hood, when  constructing  my  own  little  pleasure-boats, 
and  extended  in  after  years  to  a  fair  understanding  of 
the  difference  between  the  main  and  the  mizzen-mast, 
the  spanker-boom  and  the  bowsprit ;  and  standing  almost 
alone  on  the  aristocratic  poop-deck,  T  became  a  quiet 
"looker-on  in  Vienna."  Our  great  ship  resembled  an 
immense  "  caravanserai,"  a  "  little  warlike  world  within ;  " 
her  stainless  deck  swarmed  with  sailors,  many  of  whom 
were  still  "  landsmen "  in  the  theory  as  well  as  the 
practice  of  seamanship,  —  all  of  whom  were  moving 
quickly  about  or  scrambling  up  the  rigging  with  careful 
step  and  steadying  nerve  in  obedience  to  the  stem  and 
authoritative  commands  of  the  Executive, — whilst  officers 
of  all  grades,  from  the  staid  lieutenant  who  held  com- 
mand of  the  deck,  down  to  the  noisy  boatswain  whose 
whistle  trilled  above  the  general  din,  superintended  a 
prompt  execution  of  the  many  directions  given  by  the 
commander. 

It  was  precisely  at  half-past  two  o'clock  that  the  anchor 
was  weighed,  and  immediately  thereafter  the  steam 
hissed — the  great  engines  groaned,  the  propeller,  tech- 
nically termed  the  "  wig-wag,"  dashed  against  the  water, 
and  our  immense  vessel  glided  gracefully  and  majestically 
out  towards  Sandy  Hook  in  charge  of  a  pilot,  and  accom- 
panied by  a  diminutive  tug-boat,  which  contained  several 
warm-hearted    friends  of  the   Admiral,  who  had  come 
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down  the  bay  to  give  us  their  last  greetings.  Amongst 
those  who  thus  clung  to  us  to  the  very  last  were  Miss 
Loyall,  sister  of  Mrs.  Farragut ;  Mrs.  Welles,  wife  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  ISTavy ;  Mr.  Fol^om,  who  had 
been  chaplain  and  instructor  to  Admiral  Farragut  in 
1816;*  Captain  Lahrbush,  aged  102;  General  Wilson, 
and  Mr.  Edgar  Welles. 

In  about  half  an  hour  afterwards  we  crossed  the  bar, 
discharged  our  pilot,  spread  our  canvas  to  the  light 
breeze,  bid  a  long  and  lingering  adieu  to  our  companions 
in  the  tug-boat,  and  moved  proudly  out  upon  the  broad 
Atlantic.  At  sunset  every  vestige  of  land  had  disap- 
peared beneath  the  gilded  horizon,  and  as  our  ship  glided 
almost  noiselessly  through  the  heaving  sea,  glistening  with 
all  the  glory  of  a  summer's  evening,  she  seemed  the  only 
moving  object  in  the  wide  expanse  around  us. 

Before  proceeding  further,  it  is  proper  to  make  a 
formal  introduction  of  our  gallant  frigate  and  of  the 
officers  who  accompanied  her  on  this  cruise. 

The  FramMvn  was  built  at  the  Portsmouth  Navy-yard, 

*  There  is  a  circumstance  ooimected  with  Mr.  Folsom's  early  associa- 
tion witli  Admiral  Farragut  which  is  so  remarkable,  from  its  apparent 
prophetic  accuracy,  as  to  strengthen  one's  faith  in  clairvoyance,  and 
induce  a  feeling  of  respect  for  the  Highlander's  doctrine  of  "  second 
sight. "  That  gentleman  has  always  been  much  attached  to  the  Admi- 
ral from  the  time  of  his  entrance  into  the  Navy ;  and  when  at  Tunis, 
fifty -three  years  ago,  presented  him  with  a  Turkish  ataghan,  the  scab- 
bard of  which  is  ornamented  with  an  embossed  figure  representing  a 
frigate  passing  between  the  fire  of  two  forts,  having  three  tiers  of  guns — 
the  very  ordeals  by  which  the  then  Midshipman  Farragut  rose  to  be  Admi- 
ral of  the  American  Navy,  and  our  greatest  naval  commander. 
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and  presents  to  the  eye  one  of  tlie  most  beautiful  models 
of  ship-building  now  afloat.  She  measures  315  feet  in 
length  over  aU,  and  has  a  breadth  of  beam  of  55  feet. 
Her  capacity,  by  the  old  standard,  amounts  to  4000  tons. 
She  inherits  her  name  from  the  old  seventy-four  which 
flourished  in  the  time  which  tried  men's  souls,  and  over 
half  a  century  ago  sustained  the  honor  of  our  flag  in  the 
Mediterranean  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Charles  Stewart,  surnamed  "  Old  Ironsides,"  amongst 
whose  midshipmen  was  the  present  Admiral  of  the 
American  Navy.  She  has  enough  of  the  old  stock  in 
her — in  the  way  of  a  few  pieces  of  iron  and  copper,  and 
a  stray  timber  or  two — to  preserve  the  association,  and 
to  prove  that  the  life  of  the  old  frigate  is  not  yet  extinct. 
Her  peace  armament  consists  of  thirty-nine  heavy  guns, 
and  a  crew  of  750  men ;  but  during  war  times  she 
would  carry  fully  sixty  guns  of  heavy  calibre,  and  over 
1000  seamen — a  formidable  battery  to  oppose  single- 
handed  !  When  she  sailed  from  New  York,  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  registered  upon  the  rolls  in  the  Paymas- 
ter's department : — 

EOSTEE   OF   THE   FLAG-SHIP. 
DAVID  Gr.  FARRAG-UT,  Admiral,  Commanding  Squadron. 
Alexander  M.  Pennock,  Captain,  do.  Franklin. 

William  E.  Le  Rot,  do.  Meet  Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

James  M.  Shirk,  Commander,  Staff. 
Jonathan  M.  Poltz,  Surgeon,  Fleet  Surgeon. 
John  0.  Bradford,  Fleet  Paymaster. 
John  W.  Moore,  Fleet  Engineer. 
Edward  E.  Potter,  Lieutenant  Commander. 
AtTGnsTus  P.  Cooke,        do.  do. 
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H.  Db  Haven  Manlet,  Lieutenant  Commander. 


John  H.  Rowland, 

do. 

do. 

Frederick  Pearson, 

do. 

do. 

&EOEGE  W.  Coffin, 

do. 

W.  Bainbridgb  Hofp, 

do. 

John  S.  Wallace,  Chaplain. 

Douglass  E.  Bannan,  P.  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Robert  Redington,     A.       do.  do. 

Edward  L.  Amort,  Ensign. 

H.  Howard  Brownell,  Ensign. 

Thomas  G-.  Welles,  Fleet  Secretary. 

Alexander  MoKinlet,  Admiral's  Secretary. 

James  E.  Montgomery,       do.  do. 

John  A.  Welles,  Captain's  Clerk.  ' 

Francis  H.  Ellison,  Fleet  Captain's  Clerk. 

J.  Henry  Priest.  Paymaster's  Clerk. 

Edward  S.  Bradford,     do.        do. 

Charles  Hetwood,  Bvt.  Lieut.-Colonel,  Comd'g  Marines. 

Mancil  C.   Goodrell,   Lieutenant  M.  0. 

S.  Nicholson  Kane,  Midshipman,  A.  D.  C.  to  Admiral. 

Washburn  Maynaed,  do. 

Hugh  W.  McKee,  do. 

Clifford  B.  Gill,  do. 

William  W.  Gillpatriok,  do. 

Benjamin  F.  Tilley,  do. 

Harry  Knox,  do. 

Frederick  Collins,  do. 

Sidney  A.  Simons,  do. 

Joseph  L.  Stickney,  do. 

William  B.  H.  Feailey,     do. 

William  M.  Paul,  do. 

Cornelius  E.  Meeker,         do. 

Lewis  D.  "V^ebstee,  do. 

Charles  P.  Shaw,  do. 
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Philip  J.  Miller,  Boatswain. 

Augustus  P.  Thompson,  Grunner. 

William  D.  Jenkins,  Carpenter. 

Francis  Boom,  Sailmaker. 

George  P.  Hunt,  First  Assistant  Engineer. 

G-EORGE  W.  Stivers,  Second      do. 

William  A..W;indsoe,  Second  Assistant  Engineer. 

Henbt  L.  Slosson,  do.  do. 

William  H.  Platt,  A.  Third  do. 

Warren  B.  Baylet,         do.  do. 

John  H.  Burchmore,       do.  do. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Lieutenant  Commander  J. 
Crittenden  "Watson,  Lieutenant  Ira  Harris,  Jr.,  and  Mid- 
shipman W.  McCarty  Little,  were  transferred  to  the 
FramMim,  from  the  Colorado,  on  the  arrival  of  the  flag- 
ship in  the  harbor  of  Cherbourg ;  the  former  being 
assigned  to  duty  as  Flag  Lieutenant  to  Admiral  Farragut, 
and  the  others  as  watch  officers,  a  most  pleasant  position, 
particularly  when  the  barometer  indicates  a  stormy  night ! 

Before  many  months  had  passed  away  several  promo- 
tions took  place — the  three  lieutenants  being  advanced 
one  step  up  the  professional  ladder,  and  seven  midship- 
men authorized  to  wear  the  coveted  epaulettes. 

Mr.  G,  "W.  A.  Jenkins,  an  artist  of  New  York,  accompa- 
nied the  frigate  as  passenger  as  far  as  Sweden,  and  there 
left  us,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  interior  of  that  and 
the  adjoining  countries. 


CHAPTEK  n. 

THE   VOYAGE ^AEEIVAi   AT   CHEKBOUBG. 

OUR  voyage  occupied  just  sixteen  days,  and  during 
this  time  my  daily  journal  is  somewhat  barren 
of  events.  I  recur  to  its  monotonous  pages,  and  in  the 
midst  of  latitudes  and  longitudes,  and  numbers  of  miles 
logged,  discover  that,  up  to  noon  of  July  4,  we  were 
favored  with  beautiful  weather — our  noble  ship  gliding 
along  over  a  calm  and  almost  unruffled  sea,  affording 
all  on  board  opportunities,  eagerly  embraced,  of  plunging 
into  the  fathomless  depths  of  encyclopasdias,  and  ancient 
and  modern  histories  of  the  transatlantic  world. 

The  first  incident  worthy  of  notice  occurred  on  the  anni- 
versary of  our  National  Independence,  when,  at  meridian, 
the  national  ensign  was  raised  to  the  masthead,  and  a 
salute  from  the  heavy  Dahlgrens  reverberated  over  the 
waters,  dying  far  away  in  the  distance.  As  there  was  not 
even  a  sail  ia  sight  at  the  time,  we  were  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  our  feu-de-joie  was  heard  only  by  those 
on  board,  and  simply  disturbed  the  quiet  of  our  own 
repose,  and  perhaps  awakened  the  spouting  sensibilities 
of  some  stray  monsters  of  the  deep. 

Diu-ing  the  evening  of  this  day,  when  off  the  dreary 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  a  cold  and  cheerless  rain  set 
in,  accompanied  by  most  suggestive  gusts  of  wind,  which 
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Boon  converted  our  pleasant  "  tenant-house  "  into  a  rather 
disagreeable  abiding-place,  and  all,  except  such  as  were 
on  duty,  made  precipitate  retreat  into  the  regions  below, 
glad  to  find  shelter.  A  squall  also  favored  us  with 
its  presence,  and  soon  stirred  up  the  rising  emotions  of 
the  sensitive  ocean  into  a  state  of  fury,  the  consequence 
of  which  was  that  our  vessel  made  some  very  unpleasant 
evolutions — at  one  moment  pirouetting  gayly  to  the  right, 
and  at  the  next  taking  a  side-plunge  to  the  left,  until  it 
became  a  feat  of  Blondin-like  nerve  and  steadiness  to 
sustain  a  proper  equilibrium.  During  the  continuance 
of  these  nautical  performances,  my  own  feelings  can  be 
better  imagined  than  described;  but  still  pride  came  to 
the  rescue,  and  while  I  must  undoubtedly  have  looked 
unutterable  things,  and  may  have  resembled  a  picture  of 
despondency  endeavoring  to  smile  like  hope,  I  managed 
to  maintain  myself  as  a  sailor,  and  put  a  favorable  face 
upon  my  discomforts. 

The  weather  from  this  time  continued  favorable, 
although  very  variable,  and  the  days  flew  by  under  the 
double  inspiration  of  present  duties  and  future  anticipa- 
tions. There  is  not  much  variety  at  sea,  especially  in  a 
man-of-war.  Each  day  has  its  appropriate  exercises, 
each  hour  its  duties,  and  every  officer  and  man  his  sphere 
of  action.  The  various  calls  are  as  regular,  and  the  dif- 
ferent movements  as  sure,  as  if  all  were  governed  by 
machinery ;  and  the  sounds  of  the  kettle-drum  daily  told 
the  passage  of  time  and  the  stead}'  progress  of  our 
voyage. 

Hours  of  leisure  were  devoted  to  poring  over  histories 
1* 
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of  Prance  and  Eussia,  to  which  countries  we  were  hasten- 
ing ;  and  when  these  became  irksome,  the  mind  of  the 
wearied  reader  would  find  relaxation  in  commimirig  with 
those,  at  home  or  in  joining  the  livelier  circle  "  forward," 
where  the  animated  jest  or  tale  of  wonder  found  its 
eager  listeners  amidst  the  fumes  and  smoke  of  the  popu- 
lar meerschaum  or  the  more  aristocratic  cigar,  while 
the  sweet  strains  from  the  band  spoke  eloquently  of  joys 
deserted,  and  i-ecalled  happy  memories  of  the  past. 

Early  on  the  afternoon  of  July  13  all  eyes  flashed 
with  delight,  as  the  welcome  cry  of  "  Land  ho ! " 
descended  from  the  maintop.  As  may  be  supposed,  a 
general  stampede  followed  this  announcement.  Officers 
stumbled  up  the  ladders  in  haste,  and  thronged  the 
coveted  poop,  from  which,  with  the  aid  of  powerful 
glasses,  we  were  soon  enabled  to  descry  the  long-sought 
lighthouse  on  the  Scilly  Islands,  at  the  entrance  to  the 
English  Channel.  The  science  of  navigation  had  con- 
ducted our  vessel  across  the  great  and  mysterious  ocean 
to  the  precise  spot  fixed  upon.  Although  it  appeai-ed  but 
as  a  speck  upoji  the  wide  waste  of  waters,  yet  the  heart 
of  evei'y  landsman  leaped  toward  it  as  gladly  as  does  the 
weary  traveller's  to  an  oasis  in  the  desert. 

During  the  evening  we  were  enabled  to  trace  in  the 
distance  the  undulating  surface  rising  boldly  from  Land's 
End,  and  shortly  afterward  enjoyed  a  clear  view  of  the 
hills  of  Cornwall,  the  southwest  peninsula  of  Old  Eng- 
land. American  as  I  am  in  all  my  feelings  and  preju- 
dices, and  at  that  time  realizing  the  full  force  and  truth 
of  the    adage,  that    "  absence    makes    the  heart  grow 
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fonder,"  I  could  not  suppress  a  feeling  of  pride  upon 
gazing  for  the  first  time  upon  the  shores  of  our  "  father- 
land." 

A  beautiful  morning,  radiant  with  all  the  smiles  of  a 
summer  sky,  ushered  in  the  returning  Sunday  which 
closed  upon  our  arrival  in  France.  A  few  spiteful  little 
squalls,  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the  Channel,  occasionally 
dimmed,  but  for  a  moment,  the  glistening  skies  above  us, 
and  as  rapidly  passed  away,  only  to  make  the  pleasant 
atmosphere  more  serene  and  lovely. 

About  mid-day  we  passed  Alderney  Island,  with  its 
green  hills  clothed  in  the  richest  verdure,  and  its  well- 
tilled  pasture  fields  smiling  with  abundance ;  and  shortly 
thereafter,  crossing  the  memorable  battle-ground  of  the 
Kea/rsarge  and  AlabaTna,  our  noble  vessel  moved  majes- 
tically into  the  celebrated  harbor  of  Cherboui'g,  brist- 
ling with  guns  mounted  upon  rows  of  fortifications,  and 
conveying  the  impression  that  it  was  placed  in  its  present 
position  to  resist  an  attack  from  the  combined  navies 
of  the  world,  and  as  a  standing  warning  to  all  cruisers 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Channel. 

Our  arrival  within  this  famous  roadstead  was  announced 
by  a  salute  from  the  Colorado,  the  fiag-ship  of  Eear- 
Admiral  Goldsborough,  who  was  about  to  turn  over  his 
command  to  his  distinguished  successor ;  iand  immediately 
thereafter  the  great  anchor  was  "  let  go "  for  the  first 
time  in  European  waters.  "We  had  crossed  the  broad 
Atlantic,  and  our  beautifully  modelled  ship  now  lay  com- 
paratively motionless  in  a  foreign  port — ^her  sails  all 
neatly  furled,  and  her  broad  decks  bustling  with  prepara- 
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tions  to  receive  the  official  visitings,  which,  inaugurated 
here,  were  followed  up  in  every  country  of  the  Old  World 
to  an  extent  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  our  navy. 

Upon  coming-to,  we  were  quarantined  by  the  authori- 
ties, and  the  warning  yellow  flag  waved  from  the  mast- 
head until  the  return  of  the  Fleet  Surgeon,  who  had  been 
sent  ashore  by  the  Admiral  with  the  bill  of  health  re- 
presenting the  sanitary  condition  of  the  ship,  and  who 
announced  that  the  restrictions  were  removed  and  com- 
munication with  the  shore  established.  Upon  this  the 
hospital  flag  was  lowered,  the  tri-color  raised,  and  saluted 
with  twenty-one  guns.  The  compliment  was  returned 
from  the  principal  fort,  with  the  American  ensign  float- 
ing from  the  flagstaff;  and  immediately  thereafter  these 
expressive  salutations  were  exchanged  between  Admiral 
Farragut  and  Yice-Admiral  Keynaud,  commanding  the 
French  squadron  in  these  watei-s,  the  famous  iron-clad 
Magenta  being  his  formidable  flag-ship.  She  is  certainly 
a  suggestive-looking  craft,  and  would  prove  a  disagreeable 
adversary ;  but  as  we  measured  her  strength  and  gazed 
upon  her  frowning  battery  from  the  decks  of  our  own 
vessel,  we  recalled  the  maxim  of  our  fighting  commander, 
the  Old  Salamander  of  the  sailors, — "Ships  of  wood  and 
hearts  of  iron  " — and  then  viewed  her  immense  metallic 
proportions  with  comparative  indifierence.  At  this  time 
the  appearance  of  the  harbor  was  decidedly  of  a  warlike 
character— quite  an  imposing  number  of  vessels  of  war 
lying  within  its  extensive  breakwaters.  Of  these  no 
fewer  than  ten  belonged  to  the  French  navy,  including 
several  iron-clads ;   and  five,   viz. :   FranMin^  Colorado, 
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Ccmandaigua,  Ticonderoga,  and  Frolic,  bore  the  Ameri- 
can ensign.  This  squadron  was  shortly  increased  by  the 
addition  of  the  Maoedcmian,  Dale,  and  ScmcmTiah,  contain- 
ing the  practice-crews  from  the  Naval  Academy,  under 
Commander  S.  B.  Luce. 

The  remainder  of  this  memorable  day  was  unani- 
mously devoted  to  dispatching  letters  to  loved  ones  at 
home,  announcing  the  safe  arrival,  and  renewing  assu- 
rances of  imfailing  affection.  The  various  cabins,  ward- 
room, steerages,  and,  indeed,  every  deck  and  corner  of 
our  floating  caravanserai  would  have  afforded  an  ad- 
mirable illustration  of  the  principal  room  in  the  New 
York  Exchange  or  Custom-House.  OflBcers  could  be 
seen  in  every  conceivable  position  writing  rapidly,  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  mail,  which  the  Consul  main- 
tained was  already  starting.  Many  added  postscript  upon 
postscript,  as  if  the  pleasure  of  communing,  like  a  "  linked 
sweetness  long  drawn  out,"  was  really  intensified  by 
every  moment's  delay.  The  sailora  themselves  soon 
caught  the  raging  fever,  and  speedily  appropriated  every 
available  box,  board,  chest,  or  drum  upon  the  berth  and 
quarter  decks,  and  taxed  their  epistolary  powers  to  the 
uttermost  to  produce  favorable  impressions  among  the 
expectant  friends  across  the  gi'eat  mill-pond.  I  venture 
to  assert  that  there  went  forth  from  the  Frcmklin  that 
day  more  earnest  protestations  of  unfailing  devotion,  and 
more  faithful  assurances  of  continued  attachment,  to  as 
many  "sweet  Evelinas"  and  adorable  "Emma  Janes," 
than  would  soothe  the  most  jealous  nature  which  ever 
distracted  the  heart  of  woman  ;  and  to  prove  that  benefits 
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in  this  world  are  evenly  distributed,  it  may  be  well  to  re- 
port that  the  obliging  Postmaster  of  Cherbourg  was  ob- 
served to  smile  most  blandly  that  evening  upon  his  won- 
derful receipts,  and  that  he  retired  to  the  quiet  of  his  own 
hearth  with  visions  of  Aladdin  opening  joyfully  before 
him. 

This  first  duty  on  board  ship  being  concluded,  the 
thoughts  of  all  flew  quickly  from  home  to  Paris,  and  the 
excitement  had  scarcely  lulled  in  behalf  of  the  mail  ere 
it  arose  again  to  fever  heat,  with  desires  to  visit  that 
great  emporium  of  the  world's  fashion ;  and  that  night 
bright  phantoms  of  the  magnificent  capital  passed  in  re- 
view in  the  agitated  minds  of  the  fortunate  few  who  had 
received  permission  to  visit  it  on  the  morrow,  and  pleas- 
ure, in  anticipation,  brooded  over  the  fancies  of  all  during 
their  slumbers  through  the  first  night  in  France. 


CHAPTEE  III. 

FEAITOE. 

THE  FrwnMvn  remained  at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of 
Cherbourg  for  sixteen  days,  during  which  time  a  large 
number  of  her  officers  availed  themselves  of  the  proffered 
opportunity  of  visiting  Paris.  On  the  day  after  our  arri- 
val, the  "  advance  guard,"  consisting  of  eight  of  the  most 
enthusiastic,  went  to  the  city  before  us  in  the  steam 
launch.  The  sea  was  very  rough  at  the  time,  and  every 
one  became  perfectly  saturated  with  the  rain,  and  spray 
from  the  tossing  waves.  "We  managed,  however,  to  reach 
the  beautifully-built  quay  without  further  drowning,  and, 
as  if  going  from  bad  to  worse,  were  at  once  surrounded  by 
a  legion  of  youthful  half-clad  Normans  of  both  sexes,  all 
clamoring  loudly  for  the  coveted  privilege  of  conveying 
our  portmanteaus  "  ai  la  gare,  d  la  gare^''  some  holding  up 
one  finger,  some  two,  and  others  three,  as  indicating  the 
number  of  sous  for  which  they  'would  perform  this  pre- 
cious duty.  I  have  had  considerable  experience  in  this 
business  in  my  lifetime,  and  have  more  than  once  run 
the  gantlet  of  New  York  cabmen,  but  I  am  forced  to 
confess  that  I  have  never  stumbled  upon  a  more  perseve- 
ring, leech-like  set  of  beggars ;  they  are  greater  plagues 
than  the  locusts  of  Egypt,  and,  I  should  imagine,  far  more 
tormenting.    However,  we  managed  to  force   our  way 
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through  the  narrow  streets  of  this  old  seaport,  treating 
with  tormenting  indifference  the  decreasing  army  which 
flanked  and  followed  us  to  the  d6p6t.  There  we  took  pos- 
session of  a  car,  and  soon  started  off  quite  merrily,  as  per- 
sons generally  do  when  visiting  some  famous  watering- 
place,  and  for  an  hour  or  more  we  gazed  upon  the  green 
fields  of  Normandy  with  an  interest  greatly  intensified  by 
the  associations  aroused.  The  entire  journey  to  Paris  be- 
comes doubly  attractive  to  the  tourist,  not  only  from  these 
historic  memories,  but  from  the  anticipated  pleasures  its 
very  name  insures.  The  country  through  which  we  pass- 
ed on  this  occasion  is,  perhaps,  the  most  beautiful  in  this 
luxurious  kingdom.  Clothed  in  the  richest  verdure,  and 
everywhere  evincing  the  very  perfection  of  cultivation, 
even  the  Saxon  has  to  admit  that  the  appellation  of  "  La 
Belle  France  "  has  been  fairly  won  ;  and  studded  as  it  is 
with  cities,  towns,  and  hamlets,  rich  in  their  historic  re- 
cords and  stirring  legends,  it  is  not  surprising  that  this 
beautiful  country  has  become  a  favorite  camping-ground 
for  European  travellers. 

We  paused  for  a  breathing-spell  to  the  iron  horse  in  the 
ancient  city  of  Caen,  where  rest  the  remains  of  "William 
the  Conqueror;  hurried  on  to  Bayeux,  famous  for  its 
tapestry ;  and  afterward  passed  through  Evi-eux,  once  the 
residence  of  the  Empress  Josephine,  and  Conches,  which 
seems  to  boast  of  little  beyond  its  antiquity  and  primitive 
condition. 

But  the  most  zealous  and  indefatigable  antiquarian  can- 
not ma.ster  impossibilities,  nor  can  he  stretch  his  neck  out 
of  a  car  window  for  hours  without  experiencing  a  feeling 
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of  drowsiness ;  and  as  it  is  equally  impracticable  for  the 
sharpest  eye  to  discover  relics  through  the  intervening 
shades  of  twilight  and  darkness,  it  is  not  strange  that,  in 
spite  of  the  attractions  around  us,  this  enthusiastic  party 
of  sight-seers  soon  succumbed  to  the  demands  of  exhausted 
nature. 

Commander  Shirk  assumed  the  air  of  a  philosopher, 
leaned  his  head  against  the  window,  smoked  away  at  a 
huge  cigar,  and  resigned  himself  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  hour.  Dr.  Bannan  held  out  famously  for  a  long  dis- 
tance, appearing  to  delight  in  the  sudden  return  to  "  land- 
cruising,"  but  finally  followed  his  companion  to  the  happy 
land  of  dreams.  Chaplain  Wallace  presented  an  imposing 
picture  of  repose  under  difficulties,  his  conformation  and 
that  of  the  apartment  we  were  occupying  not  appearing 
to  harmonize.  Mr.  Brownell,  after  making  a  fruitless  but 
praiseworthy  effort,  with  a  powerful  glass,  to  trace  the  out- 
lines of  some  ruin  designated  in  "  Murray  "  as  the  scene 
of  a  most  tragic  event  in  Gallic  history,  became  overpow- 
ered, and,  managing  to  obtain  an  angle  of  forty-five  de- 
grees, was  soon  dead  to  all  surrounding  landmarks.  Mr. 
Jenkins,  the  artist,  stared  wildly  at  the  effect  produced 
upon  the  landscape  by  the  deepening  shadows,  "  made  a 
note  of  it"  for  future  delineation,  and  immediately  pass- 
ed away  into  a  peaceful  slumber  from  the  effort,  and  its 
effects  upon  his  nervous  system.  The  others  gradually 
"  followed  suit ; "  and  the  writer,  choosing  a  more  recum- 
bent position,  amused  himself  for  a  time  in  sketching  a 
mental  picture  of  the  "  seven  sleepers  "  breathing  heavily 
around  him,  until  a  feeling  of  pure  sympathy  induced  him 
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to  yield  to  the  same  influences  which  had  produced  such 
a  narcotic  effect  upon  his  Gompagnons  de  voyage. 

Early  on  the  following  morning,  ere  the  busy  hum  of 
active  life  had  disturbed  the  mystic  stillness  of  the  dawn- 
ing day,  we  reached  the  beautiful  city  which  has  well  been 
styled  "  the  great  centi'e  of  European  civilization  and 
learning ; "  and  so  impatient  was  our  corps  of  observation 
to  trace  out  its  historic  lights  and  shadows,  that  in  a  few 
hours  we  were  under  full  headway,  in  detached  bodies,  up- 
on a  tour  of  sight-seeing  which  would  have  astonished  the 
wildest  antiquarian,  and  fully  justified  any  one  in  supposing 
that  we  were  either  escaping  from  justice,  or  were  on  a 
wager  to  inspect  all  the  highways  of  that  immense  city 
within  a  space  of  time  rapidly  expiring. 

With  the  stately  palace  of  the  Tuileries  as  a  grand  ^om^ 
cPajppui  of  operations,  our  army  of  occupation  scattered  in 
all  directions  to  every  point  of  historic  interest.  "We 
drove  rapidly  in  our  several  cabriolets  along  the  famous 
Champs  Elys6es,  and  through  the  beautiful  Place  de  la 
Concorde,  with  all  its  terrible  associations  forced  from  the 
memory  by  the  grandeur  of  its  surroundings,  up  to  the 
magnificent  Arc  de  I'Etoile,  whose  simple  yet  stupendous 
proportions  stand  forth  a  colossal  monument  to  the  glory 
and  power  of  the  great  Emperor.  From  this  point  we  made 
a  retrograde  movement,  in  the  same  rapid  manner,  to  the 
famous  old  cathedrals  of  ISTotre  Dame  and  Sainte  Chapelle ; 
gave  the  cheerless  Morgue  a  passing  glance ;  roamed  won- 
der-stricken through  the  well-filled  rooms  of  the  dismally- 
antique  H6tel  de  Cluny ;  paid  our  respects  to  the  earthly 
remains  of  the  "  greatest  Captain  of  the  Age,"  who  sleeps 
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his  last  sleep  in  the  magnificent  tomb  under  the  imposing 
dome  of  the  Hotel  des  Invalides ;  lingered  in  admiring 
stillness  before  the  wonderful  Pantheon ;  and  wound 
up  the  day's  programme  and  much  of  our  ardor  by  a 
flank  attack  upon  the  great  Exposition,  which  would  have 
brought  an  approving  smile  to  the  rigid  countenance  of 
the  great  jlanJcer  himself. 

During  the  day,  an  amusing  incident  occurred  in  our 
tour  of  sight-seeing,  which,  being  somewhat  illustrative 
of  a  national  -characteristic,  I  have  deemed  worthy  of 
recording  in  these  desultory  sketches. 

It  arose  from  the  fact  that  we  were  unfortunately 
endeavoring  to  "  do  "  Paris  upon  a  day  when  many  of  the 
public  buildings  were  closed  to  visitors ;  and  although  our 
well-thumbed  Guide-books  had  warned  us  upon  this 
order,  and  informed  us  of  the  stated  periods  when  they 
were  open,  yet  our  time  was  too  precious  to  permit  an 
abandonment  of  the  field  before  making,  an  assault.  It 
was  with  this  feeling  of  confidence  that  we  advanced  upon 
the  Hotel  des  Invalides,  in  spite  of  every  assurance 
that  it  was  a  useless  expedition,  where  we  found  a  large 
number  of  disappointed  sight-seers  appealing  earnestly, 
but  in  vain,  to  a  pompous  old  grenadier  of  the  Guard, 
whose  coat  was  brilliant  with  decorations  and  medals,  and 
whose  ideas  of  discipline  and  obedience  to  law  seemed  as 
fixed  and  immovable  as  those  of  the  "  Little  Corporal " 
himself.  Affairs  certainly  lodked  discouraging,  almost 
hopeless,  until  Dr.  Bannan,  who  is  brilliant  in  an  emer- 
gency, pushed  rapidly  through  the  murmuring  throng, 
confronted  the   astonished  guardsman,  and  politely  re- 
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quested  permission  for  officers  to  visit  the  tomb  of  Napo- 
leon. '  The  old  veteran  scanned  the  doctor's  uniform, 
measured  him  from  head  to  foot,  fixed  his  glance  upon 
him,  as  a  detective  would  upon  one  around  whom  there 
lurked  suspicion,  and  then  inquired,  somewhat  imperi- 
ously :  "  Qv,el  pays,  Monsieur  f "  With  much  of  the 
suaviter  in  modo,  and  more  of  the  fortiter  m  re,  the  Doc- 
tor informed  him  of  our  nationality,  upon  which  he  raised 
his  hand  slowly  to  the  visor  of  his  shako,  strictly  a  la  mi- 
litaire,  then  waved  it  towards  the  entrance  as  tragically 
as  if  he  were  Kemble  himself,  and  turning  to  the  swelling 
crowd,  who  had  remained  passive  spectators  of  the  scene, 
and  were  preparing  to  follow  the  footsteps  of  their  bene- 
factor, cried  out,  in  a  voice  which  betokened  an  end  to  all 
hope  of  resistance,  "  Tout  le  monde  jpeut  entrer ! "  an 
invitation  accepted  with  a  rush  like  that  of  many  waters, 
the  eyes  of  all  turning  with  expressive  delight  upon  the 
officer  who  had  secured  their  admittance. 

The  result  of  this  very  successful  demonstration  was 
that  the  Doctor's  reputation  as  a  commissionnaire  rose 
high  in  our  estimation,  and  we  very  gladly  installed  him 
thereafter  in  chief  command  of  our  corps  of  observation. 

This  day's  skirmishvng  may  be  said  to  be  illustrative  of 
our  entire  sojourn  in  the  great  metropolis.  Day  after 
day,  and  night  after  night,  it  was  an  incessant  tramp, 
tramp,  tramp  after  the  countless  objects  of  curiosity  and 
remarkable  works  of  art  for  which  that  city  is  celebrated, 
until  "  the  labor  we  delighted  in  physicked  pain,"  and  we 
gradually  learned  to  welcome  the  fatigues  of  the  daily 
routine  from  the  pleasure  derived  as  a  result. 
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The  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut,  accompanied  by  Cap- 
tain and  Mrs.  Pennock,  Captain  Le  Roy,  Lieut.-Oomman- 
der  "Watson,  and  Mr.  Kane,  arrived  on  the  day  following, 
and  at  once  joined  actively  in  the  general  movements, 
coursing  about  the  city  with  as  much  zeal  and  interest  as 
the  most  indefatigable  sight-seer  among  us,  and  exhibit- 
ing powers  of  endm-ance  not  unworthy  of  a  California 
trader,  or  even  Leatherstocking  himself 

The  morning  hours  would  invariably  herald  our  ap- 
proach to  some  quaint  old  cathedral,  whose  foundation 
dates  centuries  back  in  the  tragic  history  of  France,  or  to 
one  of  the  great  monuments  of  art  associated  with  the 
rising  glory  of  Parisian  magnificence ;  while  the  afternoon 
was  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  the  wonders  of  the 
Great  Exposition,  through  whose  intricate  mazes  we 
would  slowly  wend  our  way,  joining  the  vast  throng  in 
its  extended  avenues  and  passages.  Here,  indeed,  in  this 
vast  storehouse  of  the  world's  industry,  there  was  abun- 
dant food  for  contemplation, — ample  opportunity  for  esti- 
mating the  wonderful  progress  of  the  age  in  which  we 
live.  Surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  grandest  specimens 
of  man's  handiwork, — the  costly  gems  of  India  and  Arabia 
glistening  near  the  polished  brilliants  of  "Western  Europe, 
and  Russian  furs  and  malachite,  exposed  in  adjoining 
apartments  devoted  to  French  silks  and  perfumery, — we 
threaded  our  way  through  this  great  labyrinth;  at  one 
moment  lingering  before  some  stupendous  piece  of  mecha- 
nism in  the  shape  of  a  monstrous  locomotive,  whose  very 
appearance  might  well  impress  some  unfortunate  Hindoo 
with  frightful  visions  of  the  all-destroying  Juggernaut; 
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at  another,  stopping  to  examine  the  snggestive  proportions 
of  a  gigantic  gun,  capable  of  discharging  half  a  ton  of 
metal  with  a  force  before  which  wooden  walls  would 
be  but  trifling  obstructions.  Thence  passing  by  long 
rows  of  articles  of  every-day  use  and  manufacture,  our 
steps  would  be  suddenly  arrested  by  a  prominent  dis- 
play of  the  last  cunning  invention  of  American  ingenuity, 
whose  simplicity  would  astonish  every  beholder,  and  force 
from  many  some  complimentary  observation  upon  the 
wonderful  genius  of  "  those  confounded  Yankees ! " 

There  was  one  feature  in  the  Great  Exposition  which, 
if  it  did  not  contribute  much  to  our  national  pride  and 
patriotism,  certainly  afforded  no  little  amusement  to 
Americans,  as  well  as  to  the  wonder-stricken  visitors  of 
every  nation  here  represented.  I  need  scarcely  observe 
that  it  was  the  capacious  drinking  saloon,  over  which  the 
waving  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  gave  unmistakable  proofs 
of  its  nationality,  and  from  which  the  enterprising  pro- 
prietor offered  to  supply  the  Oircean  cup  to  all  those  who 
were  athirst.  The  initiated  were  prepared  for  the  "  occa- 
sion," and  knew  very  well  the  power  and  effect  of  the 
several  decoctions  for  which  they  applied ;  but  aliens  to 
the  language  of  American  bar-rooms  read  over  the  formi- 
dable catalogue  of  beverages,  with  poetic  and  seductive 
titles,  "with  countenances  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger," 
and  speculated  long  ere  they  called  for  the  refreshing 
"cobbler"  and  "morning  dew,"  or  any  of  the  various 
combinations  of  spirits  in  the  preparation  of  which  the 
proprietor  claimed  to  be  an  experienced  professor. 

In  his  first  visit  to  the  Exposition,  the  Admiral  was 
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particularly  attracted  by  the  great  gun  from  Krupp's 
foundery,  in  Prussia,  which  he  subsequently  visited.  He 
seemed  chained  to  the  spot  by  some  irresistible  agency, 
his  genial  face  lighting  up  with  admiration  as  he  calmly 
surveyed  its  huge  dimensions  and  measured  its  great  cali- 
bre, as  if  he  would  derive  additional  pleasure  in  running 
an  entire  battery  of  such  leviathans!  Strange  fascina- 
tion! that  one  whose  life  has  so  often  rested  upon  the 
chance  shot  of  hundreds  of  guns  of  immense  power, 
and  who  has  so  often  exposed  himself  to  all  the  dangers 
incident  to  war,  should  look  with  an  approving  smile 
upon  such  instruments  of  destruction,  and  calmly  calcu- 
late the  effect  of  their  shot  upon  the  wooden  sides  of  a 
passing  frigate !  I  mildly  ventured  the  natural  observa- 
tion, that  it  would  be  anything  but  pleasant  to  storm 
such  a  battery,  and  received  in  reply  the  chilling  assu- 
rance that  it  would  be  nothing  when  we  became  accus- 
tomed to  it!  I  inwardly  exclaimed,  Save  me  from  the 
experience  which  would  make  this  nothing,  and  mentally  la- 
mented the  combative  proclivities  of  poor  fallen  humanity. 
While  examining  this  gun  we  were  much  amused, 
as  well  as  edified,  by  the  different  effects  produced  upon  a 
group  of  French  and  Prussian  soldiers,  as  they  respect- 
ively paused  before  it  and  scanned  its  wonderful  propor- 
tions. It  was  at  the  time  when  the  war-fever  between 
those  two  great  powers  was  at  its  highest  degree  of  in- 
tensity, and  shortly  after  Coimt  Bismarck  had  plainly 
informed  the  shrewd  Emperor  of  France  that  under  no 
considerations  could  the  smiling  fields  of  his  kingdom 
stretch  out  to  the  lovely  banks  of  the  Khine. 
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The  Frenchmen  shrugged  their  shoulders  characteristio- 
ally,  and  looked  with  an  air  of  supreme  indifference  upon 
the  great  mass  of  metal  before  them  as  the  invention  of 
their  enemy ;  the  Prussians  gazed  triumphantly  upon  it, 
and  contemplated  its  destructive  properties  with  a  smile 
of  national  pride  and  satisfaction:  the  one  deriding  its 
introduction,  and  the  other  glorying  in  its  power;  both 
willing  to  test  its  merits  whenever  occasion  might  require 
its  use. 

In  examining  this  great  cannon,  as  well  as  many  other 
improvements  in  weapons  of  war,  all  having  for  their  ob- 
ject the  more  effective  and  wholesale  slaughter  of  man, 
we  have  often  wished  that  the  millenniuni  would  come 
upon  us,  if  only  to  establish  harmony  among  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth ;  but  until  that  happy  day  shall  arrive 
we  presume  the  quarrelsome  propensities  of  our  race  will 
cling  to  us  tenaciously,  and  we  may  as  well,  therefore, 
prepare  to  "  fight  it  out  on  this  line,"  even  if  it  requires 
all  the  intervening  space  between  this  and  the  promised 
dawn  of  universal  peace. 

I  remember  another  little  circumstance  associated  vdth 
our  tour  of  observation  in  Paris,  which  illustrates  in  a 
measure  one  of  the  most  constant  scenes  witnessed  by 
those  who  class  themselves,  jpa?-  excelleTice,  as  sight-seers. 
As  we  passed  slowly  through  a  course  of  inspection  of  the 
time-honored  cathedral  of  Notre  Dame,  we  were  accom- 
panied, as  usual,  by  one  of  the  guides  appointed  specially 
for  this  service,  and  it  so  happened  that  the  one  allotted 
to  us  amused  us  so  much  by  his  wonderful  flow  of  lan- 
guage, that  we  absolutely  lost  sight  of  much  of  the  superb 
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architecture  of  the  interior  construction  of  that  historic 
old  pile.  This  man  was  a  genius  in  his  line,  was  exceed- 
ingly voluble,  and  delivered  his  well-conned  descriptions 
of  every  picture  and  every  shrine  with  a  fluency  truly 
alarming  from  its  continued  vehemence  and  endurance. 

He  was  a  true  Frenchman — ^his  ancestors  in  all  probabili- 
ty were  auctioneers  from  the  earliest  period,  and  all  their 
volubility  concentred  in  the  last  scion  of  the  stock — and, 
as  he  rattled  ofi'  his  oft-repeated  lines  in  one  unchanging 
monotone,  and  in  the  same  breath  advised  us  to  "pro- 
ceed to  the  next"  object  of  curiosity,  it  was  plain  to  be 
seen  that  he  lost  no  opportunity  of  glorifying  his  own 
country  at  the  expense  of  every  other,  and  interlined  his 
remarks  with  every  possible  rhapsody  on  her  power  and 
magnificence.  The  Admiral  was  very  much  amused,  and 
gave  this  remarkable  specimen  of  humanity  the  usual  fee 
for  his  services,  and  a  handsome  jpov/rboire  extra  for 
his  loquacity,  which  started  him  off  afresh  until  he  had 
talked  us  all  out  of  hearing.  It  was  the  prevailing  opin- 
ion that  this  man  would  be  a  dangerous  competitor  of  the 
famous  Yermonter  who  once  destroyed  a  Kentuckian  in  a 
talking-match  which  continued  unabated  for  eighty  con- 
secutive hours ! 

During  our  brief  sojourn  in  Paris  several  officers  accom- 
panied the  Admiral  on  a  visit  to  the  city  of  Versailles,  to 
see  the  great  palace  whose  very  name  recalls  the  "  pride, 
pomp,  and  circumstance  "  which  surrounded  the  brilliant 
reign  of  the  monarch  whose  favorite  motto,  "  Vetat,  c^est 
moi"  fitly  reveals  the  power  he  possessed  over  his  empire. 

In  this  magnificent  old  kingly  residence  we  passed 
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many  hours  in  examining  the  rare  works  of  art  which  dec- 
orate its  seemingly  endless  galleries,  especially  a  series 
of  fine  paintings  arranged  in  chronological  order,  and  rep- 
resenting the  history  of  France  from  the  earliest  period 
down  to  the  present  day ;  and  also  many  of  the  wonderful 
relies  of  former  luxury  which  still  attest  its  primitive 
grandeur  and  brilliancy. 

Without,  this  immense  structure  bears  sad  evidence  of 
Time's  unsparing  hand,  and  the  fragmentary  pavements 
and  neglected  approaches  prepare  the  visitor  for  beholding 
a  vast  monument  of  departed  glory ;  but  it  is  impossible 
to  enter  within  its  capacious  walls,  and  contemplate  the 
gorgeous  salons,  the  gilded  corridors,  and  the  luxurious 
chambers  which  open  in  all  directions,  without  feeling 
that  the  very  atmosphere  is  impregnated  with  the  essence 
of  royalty.  The  imagination  speedily  flies  back  over  the 
intervening  gulf  of  years  which  separates  the  present  from 
the  past,  and  re-peoples  those  superb  apartments  with  the 
great  actors  of  the  golden  period  when  the  'beaux  esprits 
of  France  thronged  the  brilliant  court  which  held  high 
carnival  there  throughout  the  entire  reign  of  the  great 
monarch.  The  very  sound  of  our  stranger  footfall  seemed 
to  awaken  memories  of  that  remarkable  era ;  and  we 
moved  slowly  about,  as  if  the  martial  spirits  of  Conde  and 
Turenne  stalked  at  our  elbows,  to  remind  us  of  the  times 
when  these  gorgeous  halls  were  trod  by  them  and  their 
famous  contemporaries. 

Leaving  the  palace  we  strolled  along  the  beautiful  ave- 
nues, gayly  adorned  with  innumerable  statues  and  vases, 
aad  over  the  luxuriant  parterres,  studded  with  fountains 
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and  jets,  to  the  Grand  Trianon,  the  favorite  villa  of 
the  great  Napoleon ;  and,  after  indulging  every  curiositj 
to  the  uttermost,  retraced  our  steps  toward  Paris,  much 
gratified  with  our  day's  experience,  and  more  than  ever  as- 
tonished at  the  enormous  extravagance  which  has  been 
lavished  upon  these  royal  residences,  for  the  gratification 
of  the  luxurious  vanity  of  kings  and  queens  and  their 
satellites. 


CELA.PTEE   IT. 

-THE   EMPEEOe's   EE 

ON  the  evening  of  the  22d,  Major-General  I)ix,  the 
very  popular  and  accomplished  Representative  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  gaye  a  superb 
entertainment  in  honor  of  Admiral  Farragut,  at  his  hand- 
some apartments  in  Eue  Presbourg,  at  which  were  present 
the  oflScers  of  his  staff,  and  a  large  number  of  prominent 
and  well-known  Americans  then  resident  in  Paris. 

The  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut  were,  of  course,  "  the 
observed  of  all  observers"  in  that  agreeable  circle  of  "fair 
women  and  brave  men."  Every  possible  attention  was 
extended  to  them  by  their  distinguished  and  courteous 
host,  and  the  Admiral  received  the  most  gratifying  assur- 
ances that  his  name  and  fame  had  preceded  him  to  Europe, 
and  were  free  passports  to  the  respect  and  admiration  of 
those  who  love  true  manhood,  and  in  him  recognize  one 
of  the  principal  defenders  of  our  great  Republic. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  July,  accompanied  by 
part  of  his  staff.  Admiral  Farragut,  having  devoted  as 
much  time  as  he  could  spare  to  the  labor  of  "  doing"  Paris, 
took  French  leave  of  that  superb  metropolis,  retm-ning  to 
Cherbourg,  by  invitation  of  Vice- Admiral  Eeynaud,  com- 
manding, to  participate  in  the  honors  to  be  extended  to 
the  Empress  Eugenie  on  her  arrival  from  England,  and 
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purposing  at  the  same  time  to  prepare  for  his  next  cruise 
up  the  waters  of  ^^orthern  Europe. 

Although  the  hearens  were  open  on  the  day  we  started, 
and  the  clouds  dropped  rain  in  abundance,  the  scenes  along 
that  interesting  route  fully  compensated  for  the  dullness 
of  the  weather,  and  we  arrived  at  our  journey's  end  with- 
out feeling  the  distance,  which  a  monotonous  country 
would  render  tedious. 

Strange  as  it  may  appear,  I  absolutely  felt  at  home 
when  I  trod  once  more  the  broad  decks  of  the  flag-ship, 
and  derived  no  little  pleasure  in  the  comparative  quiet 
which  her  wooden  walls  afforded. 

The  Admiral,  on  the  other  hand,  was  not  even  permitted 
to  enjoy  the  rest  he  so  much  required,  in  the  manner 
which  to  him  was  second  nature,  for  immediately  after 
his  arrival  on  board,  he  received  a  telegram  from  General 
Dix,  enclosing  an  invitation  from  the  Emperor  to  dine 
with  him  on  the  following  day  at  the  Palace  of  the  Tui- 
leries.  This  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  return  to  Paris 
at  once,  in  order  that  he  might  be  able  to  respond  in 
person  to  the  request  of  His  Majesty.  Before  leaving, 
however,  he  left  particular  orders  with  Captain  Pennock, 
directing  that  all  the  vessels  of  the  European  Squadron 
should  unite  in  paying  honors  to  the  Empress  on  her 
arrival  within  the  harbor,  and  that  nothing  should  be 
omitted  which  could  in  any  manner  contribute  to  the  suc- 
cess and  brilliancy  of  her  reception. 

With  the  full  knowledge  and  assurance  that  he  would 
be  well  represented  on  this  occasion,  he  repaired  with 
General  Dix  to  the  Imperial  residence,  where  he  was  most 
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courteously  received  by  the  Emperor,  and  cordially  wel- 
comed to  France,  His  Majesty  expressing  much  regret 
that  he  was  not  sooner  informed  of  his  presence  in  the 
capital. 

As  may  be  supposed,  the  imperial  entertainment  was  a 
most  magnificent  affair,  and  afforded  the  Admiral  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  of  conversing  with  that  wonderful 
man  who  controls  the  destinies  and  glory  of  France,  and 
keeps  all  Europe  in  a  state  of  perplexing  anxiety  by  the 
magical  power  of  his  far-reaching  diplomacy. 

He  spoke  freely  and  unreservedly  upon  many  topics  of 
peculiar  interest  among  the  improvements  of  the  present 
age ;  asked  particularly  about  the  power  and  availability  of 
the  ram  Dunderberg,  which  the  French  Government  had 
then  lately  purchased ;  and  seemed  deeply  interested  in 
the  success  of  a  new  motive  power  for  vessels,  a  model  of 
which  he  had  had  constructed  for  experimental  purposes. 
This  subject  seemed  to  be  one  of  deep  anxiety  to  His 
Majesty,  as  it  was  an  invention  of  his  own  fertile  genius, 
and  consisted  in  the  propulsion  of  vessels  by  water.  A 
large  working  model  of  this,  called  the  Water  Witch,  was 
subsequently  inspected  by  the  Admiral,  during  his  visit  to 
Portsmouth,  England,  and  pronounced  by  him  a  wonder- 
ful invention.  The  Emperor  remarked  to  his  guest,  that 
he  had  submitted  his  own  model  to  a  commission  com- 
posed of  scientific  men,  who  pronounced  it  simply  a 
mechanical  contrivance,  which  would  work  well  in  small 
things.  "  Like  a  German  toy,"  interposed  the  Admiral. 
"  Precisely,"  continued  the  Emperor ;  "  and  not  supposed 
to  be  of  practical  benefit."  The  Admiral  told  His  Majesty, 
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that  as  soon  as  he  had  examined  the  one  constructed  in 
England  he  would  be  happy  to  furnish  him  with  some 
information  as  to  its  power — ^which  assurance  greatly  gra- 
tified the  imperial  host. 


OHAPTEE  Y. 

THE   EMPEES8    EUGENIE   AT   CHEEBOUEG. 

WHILE  the  Admiral  and  the  great  "nephew  of 
his  uncle"  were  fraternizing  within  the  gorgeous 
palace  of  the  Tuileries,  preparations  on  a  grand  scale  were 
making  in  the  harbor  of  Cherbourg  for  the  fitting  reception 
of  one  "lesser  than  Macbeth,  yet  greater  " — for  if  the  grace- 
ful and  accomplished  partner  of  His  Majesty  does  not  govern 
the  grand  empire  of  France,  no  one  will  be  rash  enough  to 
question  the  acknowledged  fact  that  she  rules  absolutely 
over  the  hearts  of  men  and  women  everywhere,  and  holds 
complete  possession  of  the  tender  susceptibilities  of  naval 
ofiicers  in  particular. 

All  the  ships  in  the  harbor,  comprising  about  thirty 
vessels  of  war,  of  all  grades  and  classes,  from  the  FranMdn 
and  Magenta  down  to  the  smallest  tugboat,  were  beauti- 
fully dressed  with  bunting,  while  the  houses  on  shore  dis- 
played flags  and  wreaths  of  flowei's  gracefully  festooned  in 
profuse  clusters  about  the  streets  and  along  the  quay.  From 
the  forts  and  dockyards,  the  arsenals,  breakwaters,  and 
public  buildings  also  floated  the  gay  tri-color,  while  every 
available  spot  of  ground  was  occupied  by  the  eager  and 
enthusiastic  people  of  the  place,  awaiting  in  breathless 
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sileiKje  to  greet  their  sovereign  queen.  The  whole  har- 
bor presented  a  grand  and  brilliant  parterre  of  flags, 
while  upon  the  stainless  deck  of  each  vessel  the  entire 
corps  of  oflicers,  in  their  holiday  attire,  and  their  mus- 
taches trimmed  and  twisted  d  VEmpereur,  waited  anx- 
iously to  make  their  most  elegant  bows  to  the  expected 
visitor,  and  to  rival  Beau  Brummel  in  the  flourish  of  their 
reception.  Captain  Pennock  made  a  rapid  survey  of  his 
beloved  vessel,  to  see  that  all  was  in  proper  order,  and  a 
significant  smile,  which  was  observed  to  light  up  his  coun- 
tenance, assured  the  oflicers  drawn  up  in  line  on  the  star- 
board side  that  "  all  was  serene."  Captain  Le  Roy,  the 
acknowledged  Chesterfield  of  the  squadron,  waited  in 
silent  dignity  for  the  time  when  he  should  be  sent  upon 
his  mission  to  attend  upon  Her  Majesty  and  express  a 
cordial  welcome  in  behalf  of  the  Admiral. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  royal  yacht, 
La  Heme  Hortense,  was  first  signalled  oft'  the  harbor,  and 
shortly  afterward  was  distinctly  seen  steaming  in  toward 
the  appropriate  anchorage.  As  she  passed  the  outer  fort, 
her  appearance  was  greeted  with  a  storm  of  artillery-fire 
such  as  has  seldom  been  witnessed  even  in  battle. 

At  a  given  signal  the  American  vessels  fired  the  na- 
tional salute,  while  the  French  pealed  forth  in  three  dis- 
tinct salvos,  which  consist  in  the  discharge  of  entire  broad- 
sides— gun  after  gun  in  rapid  succession,  sounding  like 
one  prolonged  and  deafening  roar. 

At  this  moment  the  yards  of  all  the  ships  were  thor- 
oughly manned  by  thousands  of  admiring  tars  in  their 

summer  costume,  who  from  their  exalted  aiery  obtained  a 
2* 
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grand  view  of  the  brilliant  pageant  before  and  around 
them. 

The  royal  yacht  rooved  slowly  in,  passing  around  each 
vessel,  the  crews  cheering  most  lustily — the  Frenchmen 
shouting  most  frantically,  "  Vwe  Plmperatrice !  Vwe 
rimj)eratrice ! "  and  intermingling  their  cries  with  the 
Americans,  who  contented  themselves  with  the  more 
simple  Saxon  "  Hurrah ! "  until  the  whole  harbor  re- 
sounded with  the  exultant  shouts  of  welcome  to  the 
Empress  of  la  belle  France. 

As  the  yacht  successively  passed  the  different  vessels 
in  the  anchorage,  the  bands  struck  up  the  beautiful  air  of 
the  nation,  "  Pa/i'ia/nt  pov/r  la  Syrie  "  y  the  officers  stood 
uncovered  on  the  poop,  and  the  jolly  tars,  from  the  top- 
gallant down,  sent  forth  a  cheer  which  rang  out  merrily 
above  the  booming  of  cannon. 

As  soon  as  the  review  was  finished,  the  yacht  anchored 
near  the  Magenta,  and  immediately  thereafter,  by  direc- 
tion of  Captain  Pennock,  Captain  Le  Roy  went  on  board 
to  pay  his  respects  to  Her  Majesty. 

Upon  being  presented  to  the  Empress,  the  Captain, 
who  is  famous  for  his  gallantry,  very  gracefully  offered 
his  congratulations  upon  her  safe  arrival  at  Cherbourg, 
and,  in  behalf  of  Admiral  Farragut,  who  had  purposely 
left  Paris  to  participate  in  her  reception,  but  who  had 
been  recalled  suddenly  to  dine  with  the  Emperor,  ten- 
dered her  the  hospitalities  of  the  American  Navy. 

Her  Majesty  expressed  herself  much  gratified  by  this 
reception,  and  remarked  with  great  naivete  that  she  had 
never  been  on  board  of  an  American  vessel  of  war,  and 
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would  be  most  happy  to  avail  herself  of  the  opportunity 
to   visit  the  flag-ship   "  of  our  distinguished  '  Admiral." 
This    brought    a    most    complimentary    rejoinder    from 
Captain  Le  Koy,  who  expressed  the  great  honor  it  would 
afford  them  to  welcome  her  to  the  Franklin.     The  invi- 
tation being  accepted,  Captain  Le  Koy  returned  to  his  post 
with  a  speed  which  challenged  admiration,  the  oarsmen 
pulling  at  their  oars  until  their  muscles  swelled  like  cords, 
and  in  less  time  than  I  have  taken  to  describe  it,  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  Empress's  intention  was  circulated  over 
the  vessel.     Of  course  everything  was  put  in  readiness  in 
a  twinkling;  the  Executive's  voice  was  heard  above  the  din, 
directing  every  one  to  his  position  ;  the  officer  of  the  deck 
thundered   after   some  one  to  adjust  a  rope  or  reset  a 
box,  which  an  officer  in  his  haste  had  suddenly  capsized  ; 
the  marines    held   themselves    unusually    straight,    and 
Colonel  Heywood  looked  the  grim  veteran  of  a  hundred 
battles.     The  French  boats  formed  a  cordon  in  two  lines 
from  the  Magenta,  between  which  approached  the  royal 
barge,  and  in  a  few  minutes,  amidst  the  din  and  uproar  of 
hundreds  of  cannon.  Her  Majesty  was  received  by  Captain 
Pen  nock  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  cordially  welcomed  by 
him  to  the  flag-ship  of  the  American  Squadron,  and  then 
escorted  along  the  deck,  receiving  the  salutations  of  all  the 
officers    and   a   salute   from    the    marines.      All    these 
she  acknowledged  so  gracefully  and  smilingly,  that  the 
officera  became  individually  and  collectively  impressed, 
and  rushed  off  the  next  day  to  Cherbourg  to  purchase  her 
photograph— a  compliment  which  the  artist  should  cer- 
tainly have  appreciated,  as  it  made  a  run  upon  his  stock 
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which  imist  have  yielded  handsome  dividends.  There  is 
a  report,  iiled  away  in  the  archives  of  the  Franhlin,  that 
Captain  Pennock  still  jealously  preserves  in  a  glass  case 
the  gloves  he  wore  when  conducting  Her  Majesty  up  the 
starboard  ladder  and  down  the  Admiral's  stairway. 

"  I  cannot  tell  how  the  truth  may  be, 
I  say  the  tale  as  'twas  said  to  me." 

The  Empress  was  accompanied  on  this  occasion  by  the 
Duchess  of  Eassano,  chief  Lady  of  Honor,  and  two  other 
ladies  of  her  suite,  as  well  as  by  the  Grand  Chamberlain, 
Equerry,  and  others  of  the  imperial  household.  She  was 
simply  attired  in  travelling  costume,  and  looked  "  every 
inch  a  queen ; "  "  grace  shaped  her  limbs,  and  beauty 
decked  her  face."  After  visiting  all  parts  of  our  noble 
vessel,  inspecting  everything  with  much  apparent  interest, 
and  inquiring  into  many  of  the  details  of  our  service ; 
examining  the  cabins,  ward-room,  and  steerage,  and  mani- 
festing a  wonderful  friendship  for  the  midshipmen,  who 
were  greatly  delighted  thereat,  she  repassed  along  the  line 
of  admiring  officers,  receiving  the  same  salutations  and 
marks  of  respect,  the  band  performing  "  Partmit  pour  la 
Syrie"  the  men  on  the  yards  cheering,  and  the  artillery 
pealing  forth  its  thunder.  Having  requested  Captains 
Pennock  and  Le  Koy  to  dine  with  her  on  the  royal 
yacht  in  the  evening,  and  having  asked  for  a  photograph 
of  Admiral  Earragut,  which  the  Captain  promised  to 
present  to  her.  Her  Majesty  left  the  Frcmklvn  and  re- 
turned to  her  barge  with  the  same  honors  which  had 
greeted  her  arrival,  leaving  the  pleasantest  remembrances 
in  the  hearts  of  all  the  ship's  company. 
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•  The  dinner  on  board  the  La  Berne  Hortense  is  described 
by  the  gentlemen  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  present^ 
as  a  most  magnificent  affair.  The  table  was  arranged  on 
the  quarter-deck,  under  a  canopy  lined  with  flags,  and  it  was 
a  source  of  much  pride  and  gratification  to  our  officers  to 
observe  that  immediately  behind  the  chair  of  the  Empress, 
and  rising  slightly  above  it,  the  American  colors  were  grace- 
fully draped. 

Captains  Pennock  and  Le  Eoy  received  marked  courtesy 
and  attention  from  every  one  present.  They  occupied 
seats  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  Duchess  of  Bassano,  im- 
mediately vis-d-vis  to  Her  Majesty,  Avho  was  supported  on 
her  I'ight  by  the  Bishop  of  the  province,  and  on  her  left 
by  Vice-Admiral  Eeynaud,  the  Prefet  of  the  maritime 
district. 

Both  of  the  officers  who  represented  our  navy  on  this 
grand  occasion  speak  in  the  most  exalted  terms  of  the 
affability  and  courtes}'  of  the  Empress.  She  conversed 
freely  upon  many  subjects,  manifested  much  interest  in 
America  and  the  naval  service,  of  which  she  is  particularly 
fond,  and,  before  the  close  of  the  entertainment,  reminded 
Captain  Pennock  of  his  promise  to  present  her  with  the 
carte  de  visite  of  the  Admiral,  which  that  officer  at  once 
produced  and  transferred  to  her  safe-keeping.  Thus  Ad- 
miral Farragut's  photograph  is  now  doubtless  a  promi- 
nent object  in  some  gorgeous  album  of  the  beautiful 
Eugenie. 

The  evening  seemed  to  be  specially  reserved,  however, 
for  the  crowning  honors  to  the  Imperial  visitor.  Every 
possible  preparation  had  been  made  for  a  reception  worthy 
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of  the  occasion,  for  no  sooner  had  darkness  veiled  the 
earth  than  all  the  French  vessels  in  the  harbor  were  illu- 
minated, as  if  by  magic,  with  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  variegated  lights,  extending  in  many  rows  along  their 
sides  and  hanging  in  clusters  along  the  spars  and  rigging, 
until,  seen  at  a  little  distance,  they  looked  like  brilliant 
constellations,  flashing  out  in  the  dark  blue  sky,  and  by 
their  liquid  fire  hiding  the  lesser  light  of  the  starry  hosts 
beyond. 

Our  own  vessels  had  lanterns  at  the  yards  and  along 
the  ports,  and  at  intervals  displayed  blue  lights  and  Roman 
candles,  adding  to  the  grandeur  of  a  scene  which  it  is  al- 
most impossible  to  describe.  At  ten  o'clock,  in  answer  to 
a  signal  from  the  Magenta,  a  dense  cluster  of  rockets 
streamed  serpent-like  through  the  air  from  all  the  vessels 
of  the  French  squadron,  and  from  various  localities  on 
shore,  and  upon  reaching  their  towering  altitude  cui-ved 
slowly  and  burst  into  thousands  of  brilliantly  colored 
stars,  by  which  the  whole  harbor  and  the  surrounding 
scenery  were  lighted  iip,  and  the  very  heavens  became  re- 
splendent with  the  coruscations  they  created. 

The  effect  of  this  incessant  discharge  of  fireworks  was 
not  only  grand,  it  was  sublime  and  thrilling,  and  called  up 
many  indistinct  but  splendid  visions  of  scenes  described 
in  the  wild  pages  of  Oriental  romance.  The  officers  of 
our  fleet  agreed  with  one  consent  that  it  surpassed  every 
display  they  had  ever  witnessed.  It  was  midnight  ere 
the  pageantry  ceased.  Then  the  harbor  became  once 
more  lulled,  and  the  waters,  so  recently  agitated,  simk 
into  rest,   to  be   disturbed    and    retossed  early  on  the 
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ensuing  day,  when  the  brilliant  scenes  of  the  prece- 
ding afternoon  were  renewed.  The  grand  spectacle  en- 
tered upon  its  last  act ;  the  drama  was  not  yet  closed,  for 
as  the  Empress  went  on  board  the  Magenta  to  attend 
mass,  the  shouts  of  assembled  thousands  pealed  forth  their 
homage,  and  the  band  performed  its  sweetest  melodies  in 
honor  of  the  joyful  occasion.  At  nine,  precisely,  the 
royal  yacht,  with  the  Empress  on  boai'd,  moved  slowly 
out  toward  the  sea,  on  her  way  to  Havre.  This  was  the 
signal  for  a  second  tornado  of  artillery,  which  swept  with 
tremendous  fury  over  the  enclosed  bay,  and  was  prolonged 
by  the  outer  forts  in  a  continuous  salvo,  until  the  little 
vessel  was  fairly  hull  down  in  the  east.  Even  then,  the 
enthusiastic  French  did  not  seem  satisfied  with  the  bril- 
liant reception  they  had  given  to  one  so  popular  among 
them,  but  would  fain  have  continued  their  rejoicings 
until  the  safe  return  home  should  be  telegraphed  from 
Paris.  It  was  in  all  respects  a  most  superb  ovation,  and, 
it  is  said,  gratified  Eugenie  amazingly. 

But  fortunately  the  French,  as  a  people,  are  not  much 
troubled  with  constancy  or  vain  regrets  :  every  excitement 
is  ephemeral,  and  rages  high  until  some  fresh  theme  makes 
its  appearance,  when  they  cast  off  the  old  love  as  suddenly 
as  they  welcome  the  new,  and  prepare  for  the  succeeding 
ovations  with  a  zeal  and  spirit  which  quickly  effaces  all 
memories  of  recent  f^tes. 

During  the  same  evening,  oflBcers  of  the  squadron  as- 
sembled in  various  knots  upon  the  decks  of  their  respective 
ships,  and  freely  discussed  the  scenes  and  events  of  the 
drama  upon  which  the  curtain  had  just  fallen ;  and  it  was 
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a  noticeable  feature,  that  while  one  and  all  had  some 
fault  to  find  with  the  coil  of  a  rope,  or  the  position  of  an 
unfortunate  sailor  on  the  yards,  there  was  an  entire 
unanimity  of  opinion  upon  the  fascinating  appearance 
and  captivating  manners  of  the  Empress  Eugenie. 

All  were  delighted  with  her  natural  ease  and  cour- 
tesy, and  among  the  volume  of  memories  which  cluster 
around  every  record  of  our  eventful  cruise,  none  afford  a 
pleasanter  souvenir  than  her  visit  to  the  old  FrwnMin 
— though  her  decks  were  subsequently  trodden  by  many 
of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe. 


CHAPTEK  yi. 

TH  E     NORTH     SEA. 

ON  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  July,  the  Admiral  having 
returned  from  Paris,  the  Franklin  was  placed  under 
sailing  orders,  and  at  noon  of  the  same  day  she  sailed  out 
of  the  harbor  of  Cherbourg,  followed  by  the  Ccmandai- 
giia,  Captain  Strong,  and  the  FroUo,  Commander  Har- 
mony;  the  Ticonderoga,  Captain  Wyman,  remaining  for  a 
day  or  so  to  complete  certain  repairs,  such  as  all  ships  will 
occasionally  require,  in  spite  of  ribs  of  oak  and  bands  of 
iron. 

Few  tears  were  shed  upon  this  occasion,  and  no  wavings 
of  handkerchiefs  attested  the  presence  of  fair  spectators 
upon  the  quay  from  which  we  were  receding,  as  fortunately 
no  hearts  had  been  broken  or  even  damaged,  and  the  great 
fortress  itself  had  not  made  any  of  those  tender  impres- 
sions which  require  the  soothing  influences  of  time  to 
efl'ace. 

Our  destination  was  known  to  be  the  Kussian  Empire, 
and  as  we  had  the  prospect  of  a  ten  days'  cruise  before  us, 
every  conceivable  plan  was  put  into  requisition  to  while 
away  the  time,  and  destroy  the  unvarying  monotony  of 
everyday  life  on  board  of  a  man-of-war. 

Passing  along  the  coast  of  England,  we  were  constantly 
occupied  in  observing  the  various  features  of  her  sea-coast 
and  its  landscapes.     We  brought  our  glasses  to  bear 
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upon  the  long  white  terraces  of  Brighton,  and  visions  of 
Long  Branch  and  Newport  danced  before  us  and  recalled 
the  annual  pleasures  of  those  favorite  watering-places ;  we 
gazed  upon  Hastings,  with  thoughts  of  Harold  the  Saxon 
and  William  of  Normandy,  until  the  beautiful  chalk  cliffs 
of  Dover  came  in  view,  and  transferred  us  mentally  to  the 
scenes  connected  with  its  past  history. 

Even  the  innumerable  sails  which  skimmed  along  those 
commercial  shores,  proclaiming  the  maritime  power  of  the 
island  before  us,  afforded  much  amusement  to  the  discon- 
solate, and  enabled  the  artists  to  fill  up  many  blank  leaves 
in  their  sketch-books,  and  the  journalists  to  record  many 
little  incidents  which  constantly  passed  in  review  before 
them.  While  crossing  the  dreary  German  Ocean,  how- 
ever, and  threading  our  way  through  the  tortuous  chan- 
nels of  the  Great  Belt, — once  the  favorite  resort  of  the 
famous  Vikings,  and  the  scene  of  many  an  old  Scandi- 
navian legend, — and  thence  along  the  cheerless  Baltic,  we 
were  compelled  to  fall  back  upon  our  own  resources  and 
trust  to  native  ingenuity  to  give  the  necessary  relish  to 
our  sea-faring  life. 

Without  the  great  resources  of  a  library,  and  the 
incalculable  benefits  which  fiow  unremittingly  from  its 
source,  a  man-of-war  would  be  a  comparative  wilderness, 
deprived  of  one  of  the  pi'incipal  pleasures  of  life  ;  and  I 
well  remember  when,  upon  a  subsequent  occasion,  I  stood 
before  the  monument  erected  in  Strasburg  in  honor  of 
Guttenberg,  how  gladly  I  paid  homage  to  his  genius,  and 
inwardly  offered  my  grateful  tribute  to  his  memory. 

After  such  a  prelude,  it  seems  almost  superfluous  to  say 
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that  books  were  eagerly  sougM  for,  and,  among  others. 
Motley's  spirited  and  absorbing  history  of  the  Kise  of 
the  Dutch  Republic  passed  rapidly  around,  until  its  well- 
thumbed  pages  attested  its  general  popularity. 

During  this  northern  cruise  the  weather  became  unu- 
sually cold,  insomuch  that  overcoats  were  in  demand,  and 
stag  dcmces  were  improvised  on  the  gun-deck,  as  the  most 
pleasurable  means  of  sustaining  a  comfortable  degree  of 
caloric. 

It  is  certain  that  these  impromptu  "  quad/rilles  des  offi- 
ciers  "  were  but  cold  and  melancholy  substitutes  for  the 
inspiriting  home  institution ;  and  yet,  upon  every  repeti- 
tion, we  manifested  our  exalted  appreciation  of  "  nature's 
last,  best  gift  to  man  "  by  selecting  the  most  favored  of 
the  uniformed  group  as  their  representatives  in  our 
mournful  banishment,  and  the  distinguishing  handker- 
chief, gracefully  folded  around  the  arm,  soon  became 
unnecessary  to  distinguish  our  partners'  position  in  the 
hurry-scurry  dance  that  followed.  By  this  little  variation 
in  the  compass  of  our  daily  action,  we  contrived  to  serve 
the  double  purpose  of  recalling  absent  friends  and  at  the 
same  time  enjoying  physical  recreation. 

The  only  incident  of  an  unusual  and  melancholy  nature 
which  occurred  during  this  trip  happened  while  passing 
Nyborg,  in  Denmark,  when  the  flag-ship  was  stopped  to 
allow  the  interment  on  land  of  a  marine  who  had  died  on 
the  preceding  day. 

His  body  was  conveyed  ashore  by  Colonel  Heywood 
and  the  cliaplain,  and  a  small  party  of  his  late  compan- 
ions, and  was  received  by  the  generous  and  warm-hearted 
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people  of  the  little  village  with  all  the  respect  and  atten- 
tion which  their  limited  means  permitted  them  to  bestow. 
The  Burgomaster  and  the  English  Consul  rendered  every 
assistance  in  their  power,  and  many  of  the  citizens,  sym- 
pathizing in  the  solemnity  of  this  unexpected  visitation, 
accompanied  the  little  cortege  to  the  last  resting-place  of 
the  departed,  in  the  cemetery  by  the  seaside,  and,  while 
the  guard  discharged  their  farewell  shots,  strewed  flowers 
upon  the  stranger's  grave,  and  assured  one  and  all  that  it 
would  not  be  neglected. 

This  melancholy  duty  performed,  the  escort  returned  to 
the  ship,  which  soon  bounded  merrily  on  her  course,  leav- 
ing the  soldier  to  sleep  his  last  sleep  in  a  foreign  land 
while  we  were  dashing  far  away  on  the  billow,  enjoying 
the  novel  scenes  unfolding  themselves  in  those  great 
northern  seas. 

After  passing  Kiel  Bay  we  enjoyed  a  fine  view  of  the 
northern  coast  of  Prussia,  and  obtained  a  distant  glimpse 
of  Rostock,  which  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the 
birthplace  of  the  famous  General  Blucher.  At  this 
point  the  Frolic  was  sent  on  to  Stettin,  with  orders  to 
rejoin  the  Squadron  at  Cronstadt. 

The  visit  of  the  FroUo  to  this  important  commercial 
entrepot  of  the  kingdom  of  Prussia  is  described  by  Com- 
mander Harmony,  in  his  official  report,  as  a  continual 
series  of  ovations,  from  the  time  of  her  arrival  until  the 
last  hour  preceding  her  departure.  She  was  the  first  Amer- 
ican vessel  of  war  that  had  ever  entered  the  Oder,  and 
the  people  seemed  determined  to  produce  such  a  favorable 
impression  as  to  insure  frequent  opportunities  of  saluting 
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the  Stars  and  Stripes  near  the  capital  of  their  great 
empire. 

The  American  Minister,  Mr.  Bancroft,  was  very  atten- 
tive to  the  officers  of  the  Frolic,  and  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  flag-ship  then  in  Berlin,  who  had  come  over- 
land from  Paris,  and  were  about  to  re-embark  for  passage 
np  the  northern  seas. 

Commander  Harmony  estimates  that  as  many  as  thirty 
or  forty  thousand  people  lined  the  wharves  and  assembled 
on  the  housetops  in  and  near  Stettin  as  the  vessel  passed 
down  the  river  on  her  outward-bound  cruise,  many  of 
whom  became  very  enthusiastic  in  their  demonstrations, 
and  afforded  abundant  evidence  of  their  delight  in  wel- 
coming an  American  war-ship.  From  the  civil,  military, 
and  other  authorities  he  received  the  kindest  attentions, 
and  every  assurance  of  a  general  desire  to  cultivate  and 
promote  the  most  friendly  intercourse  and  relations  be- 
tween the  two  powers. 

The  passage  up  the  tideless  Baltic  was  particularly 
interesting  in  the  eyes  of  all  strangers  to  such  high  lati- 
tudes, from  the  wonderful  shortness  and  peculiar  loveli- 
ness of  the  nights.  Nature  indeed  made  a  "  short,  mel- 
ancholy pause  between  the  hour  when  the  long  summer 
twilight  weeps  itself  away  "  and  the  first  gray  streaks  of 
approaching  dawn,  for  it  seemed  that  the  night's  last 
shadows  had  scarcely  dimmed  the  face  of  nature  ere  it 
reflected  once  more  the  flickering  beams  of  another  day. 

As  we  paced  the  broad  decks  of  our  great  frigate,  mov- 
ing steadily  onward,  there  was  something  grand  and 
inspiring  in  contemplating  the  mystic  vault   above  us ; 
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something  truly  elevating  in  the  lambent  beauty  of  the 
stars,  "  that  are  the  poetry  of  heaven,"  and  the  unusually 
resplendent  purity  of  the  moon,  and  we  nightly  enjoyed 
the  soothing  influences  they  diffused  until  our  position,  far 
up  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  warned  us  that  we  were  rapidly 
approaching  our  anchorage  in  the  waters  of  the  great 
Northern  Empire. 


CHAPTEE  YII. 

AEEFVAIi   ASD   KECEPTrOIf  IN  ETJSSIA. 

IT  was  about  six  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  tenth  of 
August  that  we  entered  the  impregnable  harbor  of 
Cronstadt.    ■ 

No  one  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  on  the  flag-ship 
at  that  time  can  ever  forget  the  warmth  and  brilliancy  of 
the  grand  reception  given  to  Admiral  Farragut  in  that 
world-famous  stronghold,  which  has  so  recently  enacted  a 
conspicuous  part  in  Eussian  history. 

Fully  prepared  as  we  were  to  receive  a  cordial  welcome 
from  a  nation  whose  friendship  for  our  own  has  become 
proverbial — a  nation  which,  dui-ing  the  darkest  hours  of 
our  late  struggle  for  nationality,  was  among  the  few 
powers  of  Europe  which  maintained  her  sympathies  in 
behalf  of  the  great  cause  for  which  our  Government 
"drew  the  sword  and  threw  away  the  scabbard" — we 
had  not  anticipated  the  generous  outburst  of  enthusiasm 
which  hailed  our  advent  within  their  northern  waters. 

It  was  a  welcome  which  appealed  directly  to  the  heart, 
and  made  "assurance  double  sure"  that  it  sprang  not 
from  the  cold  forms  and  requirements  of  international 
ceremony,  but  from  a  cherished  desire  to  cement  the 
friendly  relations  which  have  always  existed  between  the 
two  countries. 
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Mere  words  can  never  adequately  describe  landscapes 
or  sounds,  and  still  less  such  feelings  as  those  which  evi- 
dently dictated  the  warmth  of  this  northern  welcome ; 
but  I  must  attempt  a  brief  sketch  of  this  brilliant  pa- 
geantry. No  sooner  had  we  passed  the  outer  fort  than 
the  discharge  of  a  gun  gave  the  signal  for  a  general 
salute  in  honor  of  the  Admiral,  and  peals  of  the  dread 
artillery  from  all  quarters  greeted  the  flag-ship  as  she 
moved  slowly  and  majestically  on  between  lines  of  ves- 
sels of  war,  all  enveloped  so  densely  in  smoke  that  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  we  managed  to  recognize  their 
dark  broadsides,  or  trace  the  excited  figures  of  sailors 
swarming  like  bees  upon  their  rigging,  cheering  as  if 
they  were  endeavoring  to  drown  the  booming  roar  of 
cannon,  and  waving  their  caps  with  the  wildest  exulta- 
tions of  joy. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  uproar,  the  Franklin  steamed 
slowly  on  to  her  anchorage;  the  Admiral  was  stationed 
in  the  centre  of  the  poop-deck,  surrounded  by  his  officers, 
and  gracefully  bowed  his  acknowledgments  to  the  right 
and  left,  respectively,  as  the  cheers  of  his  entertainers 
happened  to  meet  him,  and  all  the  others  joined  in  the 
general  recognition.  Much  as  we  were  delighted  with 
these  manifestations  of  pleasure  at  our  arrival,  our  hearts 
were  made  more  than  glad,  when,  in  every  momentary 
lull  in  the  wild  tumult  around  us,  we  heard  the  magic 
sounds  of  our  own  national  melodies  pealing  forth  a  beau- 
tiful tribute  to  our  own  far-distant  land. 

During  these  exciting  scenes  the  FramMin  was  by  no 
means  a  silent  spectator  or  actor.     She  had  her  own  part 
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to  perform,  and  when  the  curtain  arose  she  made  her 
debut  in  a  most  spirited  manner ;  for,  as  it  was  impossible 
to  ascertain  from  whom  the  salutes  came,  and  the  number 
of  guns  in  each, — ^batteries  on  shore  and  saluting  ships 
thundering  away  indiscriminately, — the  Admiral  directed 
Captain  Pennock  to  return  them  all,  gun  for  gun,  and 
immediately  thereafter  her  own  great  broadside  added  to 
the  general  uproar;  her  own  crew,  returned  cheer  for 
cheer,  with  "  tigers "  ad  Uhitum,  and  her  own  band 
sounded  forth  the  lovely  strains  of  the  Russian  National 
Hymn. 

In  his  oflScial  communication  to  the  Navy  Department 
from  Cronstadt,  written  shortly  after  his  arrival.  Admiral 
Farragut  says :  "  Om*  reception  here  by  the  Russian 
authorities,  naval  and  civil,  was  most  gratifying,  both 
nationally  and  individually.  From  the  time  we  passed 
the  first  vessel  we  were  greeted  by  cheers  and  salutes 
until  we  anchored,  the  harbor  becoming  so  dense  from 
smoke  that  we  could  no  longer  distinguish  whence  the 
guns  were  fired,  whether  from  forts  or  shipSj  the  Kussians 
always  taking  the  initiative.  We  returned  in  kind 
cheers  and  salutes,  cheering  when  they  cheered,  and 
firing  when  they  fired ;  but  it  was  one  burst  of  the  most 
cordial  welcome." 

As  the  foregoing  description  naturally  suggests,  the 
arrival  of  Admiral  Farragut's  squadron  in  Eussian  waters 
created  an  unusual  furore  in  the  army  and  navy  circles  of 
that  vast  empire,  and  inaugurated  a  series  oi  fttes  and 
ovations  in  his  honor  unsurpassed  in  the  history  of  inter- 
national courtesies. 
3 
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It  is  conceded  that  no  s-uch  welcome  has  ever  been 
extended  to  a  foreign  dignitary.  Without  even  waiting 
for  the  customary,  salute  from  the  visiting  ship,  with  the 
flag  at  the  fore — the  rule  which  governs  all  nations — the 
warm-hearted  Kussians  opened  the  ball  before  we  were 
aware  of  their  intentions,  and  while  we  were  quietly  pre- 
paring our  own  batteries  for  an  expressive  greeting. 

The  Admiral  confessed  that  his  hosts  "had  got  the 
start  of  him,"  but  he  hoped  to  "  catch  up,"  and  immedi- 
ately after  their  opening  roar  the  blue  cross  of  St.  Andrew 
streamed  gayly  from  the  mast-head  of  the  flag-ship,  and  our 
broadsides  thundered  away  until  the  very  air  resounded 
with  the  terrible  reverberations  of  hundreds  of  "war's 
most  mortal  engines." 

The  crews  ot  the  Franklin,  Canandaigua,  and  Ticonde- 
roga  were  kept  aloft,  with  instructions  to  shout  them- 
selves hoarse,  and  for  some  minutes  the  contest  between 
them  and  the  Russian  tars  became  very  exciting ;  but  it 
is  conceded  that  the  latter  insisted,  as  an  act  of  hospital- 
ity, in  having  the  last  hearty  round. 

During  the  entire  period  of  our  anchorage  in  their 
principal  port,  attentions  were  showered  upon  us  every- 
where, and  my  journal  daily  records  some  fresh  evidence 
of  the  kindly  feelings  entertained  by  all  classes  of  that 
great  K'orthern  Power  for  the  government  and  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  is  filled  with  instances,  strong  as 
proof  of  Holy  Writ,  of  a  sincere  desire  to  promote  and 
foster  the  good  understanding  which  now  happily  exists 
— a  desire  which  every  American  endorses,  and  joyfully 
exclaims,  Esto perpetual 
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As  soon  as  our  vessel  was  fairly  anchored,  Eear-Admi- 
ral  LessoTski,  Governor  of  Cronstadt,  came  promptly  ou 
board,  and,  in  behalf  of  the  government  he  represented, 
tendered  Admiral  Farragut  and  his  officers  a  most  cordial 
welcome,  assuring  him  that  every  Knssian  in  the  king- 
dom was  anxious  to  do  him  honor.  At  the  same  time, 
the  Governor  offered  the  Admiral  the  Government  House 
at  Cronstadt  for  his  own  use  and  accommodation,  and 
placed  at  his  disposal  a  gunboat  to  convey  him  and  his 
officers  to  and  from  St.  Petersburg,  whenever  he  or  they 
might  desire  to  visit  that  city. 

The  meeting  between  these  two  naval  dignitaries  was 
not  a  bad  illustration  of  Damon's  reception  of  Pythias : 
they  had  known  each  other  in  America,  and  each  enter- 
taining a  very  exalted  opinion  of  the  other,  their  reunion 
in  Kussia  was  characterized  by  the  most  friendly  remem- 
brance of  former  associations. 

"When  the  quiet  of  night  reigned  once  more  in  the  har- 
bor, its  dark  and  lowering  aspect  seemed  to  have  no  visible 
check  upon  the  good  spirits  which  prevailed  on  ship  and 
on  shore,  as  all  were  happy  under  the  cheerful  influences 
of  the  recent  scenes  of  welcome  and  the  promised  ova- 
tions which  were  to  follow. 

Early  the  next  morning,  notwithstanding  that  the  wind 
blew  and  the  "  rain  came  dancing  on  the  earth,"  Com- 
modore Sundon,  commanding  the  Swedish  iron-clad  squad- 
ron of  four  monitors,  then  lying  off  Cronstadt,  paid  an 
official  visit  to  Admiral  Farragut,  and  expressed  the  great 
pleasure  he  felt  in  greeting  his  arrival  in  the  waters  of 
Northern  Europe — assuring  him  that  his  own  Government 
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was  anxiously  awaiting  the  opportunity  to  pay  its  tribute 
of  courtesies,  national  and  individual. 

The  following  day  the  harbor  presented  quite  a  lively 
appearance,  occasioned  by  a  general  reception  by  Admiral 
Farragut  of  all  the  principal  officers  of  the  Bussian  army 
and  navy  stationed  around  St.  Petersburg,  ordered  by  the 
Government  to  call  at  once  upon  the  nation's  guest,  and 
also  those  of  the  Swedish  fleet,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
one  hundred ;  all  of  whom  approached  the  Franklin  in 
their  respective  boats,  each  with  its  ensign  flying,  and  thus 
creating  an  unusual  scene  of  naval  pomp  and  circumstance. 

They  were  all  most  cordially  received  by  the  Admiral 
and  his  officers,  in  full  uniform,  upon  the  quarter-deck, 
with  the  guard  of  marines  and  the  crew  mustered  at  quar- 
ters. The  appearance  of  so  many  distinguished  officials  in 
their  bright,  showy  uniforms,  glittering  with  decorations 
which  told  of  great  merit  and  gallantry,  made  quite  an 
imposing  display  upon  the  polished  decks  of  the  flag-ship, 
and  presented  to  our  republican  vision  the  first  picture  of 
the  pride  and  pomp  which  surrounds  both  services  in 
Europe.  Mingling  freely  and  almost  fraternally  with  our 
own  line  and  staff,  in  their  more  simple  dress,  they  were 
escorted  through  all  parts  of  the  ship  on  a  tour  of  inspec- 
tion, and  then  to  the  Admiral's  cabin,  where  a  very  hand- 
some entertainment  had  been  provided  for  them,  and 
where  officers  of  both  nations  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of 
touching  glasses  that  foamed  and  sparkled  with  the  purest 
Veuve  Cliquot  to  future  friendships,  and  indulging  in 
sentiments  testifying  to  hearty  mutual  admiration  for  the 
Emperor,  the  Grand  Duke   Constantine,  Admirals  Les- 


AEEIVAL   AHB   EECEPTION   IN   EUSSIA.  53 

Bovski  and  Farragut,  and  Russians  and  Americans  gen- 
erally. 

As  all  these  offioials  conversed  freely  in  French,  and 
many  of  them  wonderfully  well  in  English,  conversation 
became  general  and  animated,  and  an  interchange  of 
views  seemed  the  ruling  passion  of  the  hour. 

Our  guests  remained  on  board  for  about  two  hours,  ap- 
pearing delighted  with  their  visit,  and  expressing  their 
high  appreciation  of  the  friendly  reception  accorded  them  ; 
and  as  they  left,  the  heavy  battery  of  the  Frcmhlin  thun- 
dered forth  salutes  to  the  senior  officers,  according  to  their 
several  ranks ;  and  these,  returned  gun  for  gun  by  the  bat- 
teries on  shore,  again  enveloped  the  harbor  in  smoke,  and 
presented,  in  miniature,  the  battle-scenes  of  the  preceding 
day. 

On  the  identical  evening,  entertaining  the  same  irre- 
sistible desire  to  visit  the  Russian  capital  which  had 
made  us  winged  Mercuries  from  Cherbourg  to  Paris,  I 
embarked  with  my  friend  Hoff  and  several  officers  upon  a 
pleasant  little  passenger-boat,  whose  title  I  can  neither 
write  nor  pronounce,  and  in  about  two  hours  was  prom- 
enading along  the  broad  and  imposing  thoroughfares  of 
that  wonderful  monument  of  genius,  energy,  and  perse- 
verance which  that  indomitable  monarch,  well  surnamed 
the  Great,  built  on  the  marshes  of  the  ISTeva ;  and  although 
founded  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  now 
presenting  a  splendor  and  magnificence  which  place  it  in 
the  front  rank  of  European  capitals. 

Did  occasion  require  it,  it  would  be  impossible  to  write 
too  extravagantly  about  this  imperial  city.     Its  successful 
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rise  and  progress  is  a  marvel  to  those  familiar  with  its  his- 
tory, while  its  present  population,  prosperity,  and  gran- 
deur, in  despite  of  the  greatest  natural  disadvantages 
which  ever  combined  to  check  a  city's  growth,  astonish 
the  visitor,  and  at  the  same  time  arouse  feelings  of  ad- 
miration for  the  unflinching  enterprise  of  its  illustrious 
founder. 

It  was  difficult  at  first  to  realize  that  we  were  resi- 
dents, jjro  tempore,  of  this  great  northern  capital ;  but  the 
dress  of  the  soldiery  and  natives,  the  "sackcloth  and 
ashes  "  garments  of  the  numerous  priests,  and,  above  all, 
the  illegible  and  mysterious  sign-boards,  showing  a  num- 
ber of  fierce-looking  consonants  in  fearful  proximity  witli 
some  modest  little  vowel,  soon  convinced  us  that  we  were 
in  the  very  source  of  Kussian  power  and  glory. 

For  several  days  thereafter  it  would  have  afibrded  much 
amusement  to  our  transatlantic  friends  to  have  obtained 
even  a  momentary  view  of  their  representatives,  hurrying 
rapidly  about  in  pairs,  seated  within  the  narrow  limits 
of  a  break-neck  droshy,  driven  furiously  by  a  long- 
bearded,  long-cloaked,  and  excited  isvoshtchicTc ;  from  the 
gorgeous  Winter  Palace  of  the  Czar,  with  its  mines  of 
wealth  and  superb  gallery  of  paintings,  and  the  scarcely 
less  grand  and  colossal  Hermitage,  built  by  the  famous 
Catherine  TI.  as  a  simple  place  of  retirement  from  the 
exciting  cares  of  state ;  down  the  broad  Nevskoi  Prospect, 
the  Regent  Street  of  St.  Petersburg,  to  the  beautiful  cathe- 
dral of  our  Lady  of  Kazan,  or  to  the  more  chaste  and  elabo- 
rate Isaac  Church,  with  its  granite  monoliths,  its  interior 
decorations  of  malachite  and  lapis  lazuli,  and  its  huge 
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gilded  dome,  which  flashes  like  the  sun,  and  dazzles  the 
eye  for  many  miles.  No  one  learns  to  circumnavigate  a 
city  as  rapidly  as  an  American,  particularly  when  the  time 
at  his  disposal  is  limited.  His  watchword  then  becomes, 
en  avant !  and  from  that  moment  he  resembles  Noah's 
weary  dove,  for  he  truly  finds  no  rest  for  the  soles  of  his 
feet.  On  such  occasions  he  rejoices  in  the  possession  of  a 
drosky  at  the  moderate  sum  of  twenty  copeks  an  hour, 
equivalent  to  about  fifteen  cents  ;  for  it  increases  his 
amount  of  exercise,  and,  at  the  same  time,  contributes 
materially  to  the  expedition  of  his  sight-seeing  tour. 

A  Russian  drosky  is  an  institution  doubtless  extremely 
serviceable  in  its  way,  and  I  have  frequently  had  occa- 
sion to  praise  and  condemn  the  profound  genius  who 
invented  it,  let  him  be  native  or  foreign  to  the  soil;  but 
without  stopping  to  suggest  an  improvement  in  the  way  of 
elasticity  in  the  springs,  I  am  compelled  to  state,  that  to 
fully  appreciate  it,  it  is  necessary  to  undertake  a  trip  in  one, 
at  the  moderate  speed  of  fifteen  miles  an  hour,  over  a 
rough  or  corduroy  surface,  and  without  the  power  to 
explain  to  the  driver  that  your  constitution  is  rapidly 
becoming  shattered !  I  can  assure  the  world  in  general 
that  a  better  or  more  certain  cure  for  dyspepsia  or  sjprvng 
fever  cannot  be  found  in  the  whole  pharmacopoeia. 

Nevertheless,  these  little  vehicles  became  wonderfully 
popular  among  the  officers,  and  were  so  liberally  patron- 
ized as  to  cause  the  simple-minded  possessors  to  make  an 
extra  pilgrimage  to  the  shrine  of  some  favorite  saint,  in 
token  of  gratitude  for  the  incursion  of  so  many  patrons. 

From  this  time  until  the  day  of  our  departure,  the  Amer- 
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ican  luiitbrm  shone  conspicuous  upon  the  principal  streets 
of  this  imperial  city,  and  along  the  beautiful  drives 
which  skirt  the  banks  of  the  clear  and  smiling  Neva. 
The  iutton  was  such  a  sure  passport  to  the  heart  of  every 
JRiissM,  that  it  was  worn  on  this  visit  without  the  least 
compunction  of  conscience. 

Naval  officers  have  a  programme  for  the  hours  devoted 
to  occupations  and  visits,  which  experience  has  gradually 
reduced  to  a  system. 

While  the  junior  members  of  the  service  are  invariably 
expressing  their  preferences  as  to  the  places  to  be  visited, 
to  the  senior  it  becomes  a  matter  of  comparative  indiffer- 
ence whether  he  is  cast  adrift  in  a  desert  or  within  reach 
of  the  gayest  capitals  of  the  old  world — at  all  times  con- 
tent to  serve  out  his  cruise,  wherever  the  winds  and  waves 
may  bear  him. 

To  the  former  there  is  the  all-absorbing  novelty  and  fas- 
cination of  the  shifting  scenes  upon  the  stage  of  an  historic 
world ;  to  the  latter  it  is  the  old  play  they  have  seen  so 
oft,  the  hackneyed  drama  in  which  they  have  for  so  many 
years  sustained  the  parts  of  the  principal  characters. 

All  avoid  ceremonials  as  much  as  possible,  and  devote 
themselves  to  the  sights  and  pleasures  of  the  city  they  are 
visiting;  the  antiquarians,  enthusiasts,  and  landsmen j^ar 
excellence  attacking  it  without  mercy,  or  even  a  breath- 
ing spell;  the  older  salts  quietly  contenting  themselves 
with  the  sure  results  of  a  regularly  conducted  siege. 

St.  Petersburg  offered  a  magnificent  field  for  all  such 
operations,  and  presented  opportunities  for  the  gratification 
of  every  taste,  unsurpassed  in  any  other  capital  of  Europe. 
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In  point  of  colossal  dimensions  and  interior  embellish- 
ments, her  palaces  and  public  buildings  stand  unrivalled  ; 
the  "Winter  Palace — the  imperial  residence— being  the 
largest  in  the  world,  and  all  the  apartments  furnished  with 
every  luxury  which  can  delight  the  eye  or  please  the 
fancy  ;  and  the  adjoining  Hermitage,  the  favorite  bou- 
doir of  the  ambitious  Catherine,  a  perfect  museum, 
loaded  with  the  choicest  works  of  art  and  virtu,  and  con- 
taining a  long  gallery  devoted  exclusively  to  specimens 
of  the  wonderful  mechanical  ingenuity  of  the  great  founder 
of  the  city,  who  passed  several  years  in  the  dockyards  of 
England  and  Holland,  simply  for  the  pm'pose  of  learning 
the   science  of  ship-building. 

These,  with  theMichaeloff ;  the  "  Taurida,"  once  belong- 
ing to  Potemkin,  the  Annitchkoff,  the  Monastery  of  St. 
Alexander-Nevskoi,  and  the  immense  Admiralty  buildings, 
the  public  monuments  and  museums,  and  the  numerous 
cathedrals,  many  of  which  combine  exquisite  taste  with 
beautiful  symmetry  of  architecture,  and  all  constructed  of 
the  choicest  materials,  occupy  the  attention  of  the  tour- 
ist for  hours  during  each  day  ;  while  the  gay  promenades 
and  gardens  furnish  the  necessary  recreation  and  amuse- 
ment by  night. 

"We  leave  them,  therefore,  in  the  rare  enjoyment  of 
"  doing  "  this  superb  metropolis  and  its  beautiful  surround- 
ings; in  the  judicious  selection  of  malachite  and  lapis 
lazuli  brooches  and  bracelets  for  well-remembered  friends 
across  the  sea ;  and  in  their  race  after  pleasure  in  the 
odoriferous  and  brilliantly-illuminated  gardens  of  Isler, 

Oatharineschoff,  and  others,  along  the  winding  Ifeva ;  and 
3* 
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transfer  our  attention  to  the  line  of  march  adopted  by 
Admiral  Farragnt,  as  the  most  feasible  one  to  reach 
the  heart  and  examine  the  resoui'ces  of  the  vast  empire 
of  the  Czar. 


CHAPTEE  VIII. 

RECEFTIONS     AUD     OVATIONS VISIT     TO    MOSCOW     AKD     CEN- 
TRAL  RUSSIA. 

ON  the  morning  of  August  13th  the  Admiral  paid  an 
official  visit  to  Commodore  Sundon,  commanding 
the  Swedish  squadron,  and  on  his  return  found  General 
Pomutz,  United  States  Consul  at  St.  Petersburg,  await- 
ing him  on  tlie  flag-ship.  Shortly  after,  a  deputation  from 
Cronstadt,  compi'ising  Mayor  Stepanoft'  and  the  City 
Council,  were  received  on  board  with  all  the  honors,  and, 
after  extending  the  city's  welcome,  were  escorted  over  the 
ship  and  invited  into  the  cabin,  where  a  lunch  had  been 
prepared  upon  tables  set  out  in  the  form  of  a  Russian  flag. 
Toasts,  bumpers,  and  cheers  followed  each  other  in  quick 
succession  :  then  "  pledged  we  the  wine-cup,  and  fondly 
we  swore  "  eternal  amity,  ratifying  the  friendly  obligation 
with  expressions  which  spoke  volumes  for  mutual  good- 
will ;  and  when  the  delighted  guests  left  the  ship  in  a 
tug  flying  the  American  flag,  the  usual  salutes  were  fired, 
which  they  acknowledged  by  loud  cheering  and  the  wav- 
ing of  hats,  to  which  the  band  responded  by  playing  the 
Eussian  National  Hymn,  creating  quite  an  excitement  in 
the  harbor.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  accom- 
panied by  his  staff",  the  Admiral  dined  with  Eear-Admiral 
Lessovski,  in  the  old  cottage   once    oc'cupied   by   Peter 
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the  Great,  which  still  contains  many  relics  of  that  ex- 
traordinary genius. 

The  next  morning,  with  his  usual  escort,  and  Captain 
Rikatscheff,  Aid-de-camp  to  Governor  Lessovski,— who 
was  the  very  impersonation  of  kindness  and  hospitality 
during  our  entire  sojourn  in  Russia, — the  Admiral  pro- 
ceeded to  St.  Petersburg,  where  he  was  met  by  General 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  U.  S.  Minister,  and  by  him  conducted 
to  the  residence  of  the  Prime  Minister,  Prince  Gortscha- 
koff;  the  Minister  of  Marine,  Rear- Admiral  Crabbe,  and 
the  other  members  of  the  Russian  Cabinet,  for  each  and 
all  of  whom  he  left  his  pasteboard  representative.  Thence 
he  visited,  with  General  Clay,  the  most  prominent  objects  of 
attraction  in  the  city,  and  returned  to  Cronstadt  just  in  time 
to  welcome  the  arrival  of  the  Frolio,  with  Mrs.  Farragut 
and  Mrs.  Pennock  on  board,  both  of  whom — with  Mrs. 
Harmony,  Mrs.  Shirk,  and  Mr.  Jenkins  and  Mr.  Kane — 
had  taken  the  overland  route  from  Paris  to  Stettin,  in 
Prussia,  and  thence  to  the  anchorage  of  the  FranMin,  as 
above  stated,  in  the  vessel  commanded  by  Captain  Har- 
mony. 

Upon  this  happy  reunion,  the  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Far- 
ragut at  once  accepted  the  pressing  invitation  of  Admiral 
and  Madame  Lessovski,  and  transferi'ed  their  headquar- 
ters to  the  Government  House,  where  they  were  most  de- 
lightfully established  and  most  hospitably  entertained. 

On  the  morning  following,  accompanied  by  the  com- 
manding ofBcers  of  all  the  vessels  of  his  squadron,  Rear- 
Admiral  Lessovski,  and  the  Swedish  officers,  the  Admiral 
proceeded  to  St.  Petersbm-g  in  a  Russian  gunboat,  with 
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the  American  ensign  flying  at  tlie  main,  and  npon  arriv- 
ing in  the  capital  continued  on,  in  a  handsome  car  pro- 
vided for  this  special  occasion,  to  Pavlosk,  one  of  the 
imperial  summer  palaces.  Here  he  and  his  officers  were 
presented  to  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine,  brother  of  the 
Emperor,  who  was  at  that  time  travelling  with  his  family 
in  Southern  Russia,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  but  who, 
upon  being  advised  of  the  arrival  of  the  Admiral  within 
his  kingdom,  at  once  issued  an  imperial  order,  directing 
that  every  attention  should  be  bestowed  upon  their  distin- 
guished guest. 

His  Royal  Highness  received  the  Admiral  most  cour- 
teously, and  expressed  much  pleasure  at  his  visit;  and 
the  latter,  alluding  to  this  short  but  most  agreeable  in- 
terview, says  :  "  I  found  him  affable  and  highly  intelli- 
gent, with  a  most  astonishing  memory  of  men  and  events 
in  relation  to  our  country  and  navy.  He  invited  us  to 
dine  with  him  that  afternoon,  and  in  the  mean  time  begged 
we  would  amuse  ourselves  in  riding  around  the  grounds 
of  the  palace." 

Nothing  can  possibly  exceed  the  exquisite  taste  dis- 
played in  this  as  well  as  in  the  other  summer  palaces  of 
the  Emperor,  situated  respectively  at  Peterhoff  and 
Tsarskoe-Selo. 

The  beautiful  walks  are  shaded  by  noble  trees  of  all 
varieties ;  they  course,  serpent-like,  through  velvety  lawns 
studded  with  lovely  parterres  and  classic  fountains, 
and  often  encircle  glimmering  lakes  fringed  with  the 
choicest  plants  and  flowers,  upon  whose  placid  surface  are 
lying  boats  of  every  form  and  variety,  from  the  primitive 
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kayak  of  the  Esquimau,  to  the  graceful  gondola  of  the 
Venetian  and  the  light  caique  of  the  Mussulman. 

While  musing  in  this  earthly  paradise,  the  Admiral 
and  his  party  were  suddenly  called  away  to  the  armory, 
filled  with  weapons  of  war  of  every  description,  from  the 
war-club  of  the  Sandwich  Islander  to  the  needle-gun  of 
Prussia. 

In  this  armory  there  are  immense  numbers  of  relics  and 
treasures,  among  which  is  shown  a  toilet-set  of  gold,  pre- 
sented by  Napoleon  I.  to  Alexander  of  Russia,  immediately 
after  the  treaty  of  Tilsit.  At  the  appointed  hour  on  that 
feame  day,  the  Admiral,  with  his  commanding  officers  and 
part  of  his  staff,  together  with  those  of  the  Swedish  squad- 
ron and  several  distinguished  naval  commanders  of  Russia, 
repaired  once  more  to  the  palace,  and  after  partaking  of 
the  usual  appetizer,  a  custom  honored  in  the  observance 
in  Russia,  dined  with  the  Grand  Duke,  the  Admiral 
occupying  the  post  of  honor,  as  the  guest  of  the  occa- 
sion. 

In  speaking  of  this  dinner,  the  Admiral  remarks :  "  He 
(the  Grand  Duke)  conversed  very  affably  and  with  perfect 
understanding  about  improvements  in  marine  architecture 
and  the  implements  of  the  present  day  ;  spoke  of  himself 
as  a  sailor,  and  desired  me  particularly  to  visit  his  iron-clad 
squadron,  stationed  in  Trongsund  Roads,  and  added  that 
he  intended  his  eldest  son  to  enter  the  navy,  but  that  he 
was  compelled  to  abandon  it,  as  he  always  became  sea-sick." 
After  the  expression  of  a  desire  by  His  Highness  to  visit 
the  American  squadron,  and  stating  his  intention  to  gratify 
it  on  the  morrow,  and  a  free  interchange  of  views  and 
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sentiments,  the  guests  took  their  leave  and  returned  to 
their  respective  quarters,  much  gratified  with  their  recep- 
tion at  Pavlosk,  and  particularly  charmed  with  tlie  courtesy 
and  intelligence  of  their  imperial  entertainer. 

The  morning  of  the  16th  August  was  employed  in 
active  preparations  for  the  promised  visit  of  the  Grand 
Duke  Constantino.  The  flag-ship  was  in  excellent  con- 
dition, but  for  this  great  occasion  an  extra  amount  of 
holy-stoning  and  scrubbing  was  required,  in  order  that  not 
even  the  slightest  stain  should  arrest  the  attention  of  the 
royal  visitor  as  he  paced  her  polished  decks.  A  Philadel- 
phia housekeeper  would  have  gone  into  ecstasies  over  her 
trim  and  neat  appearance. 

At  4  o'clock  precisely,  the  royal  yacht  approached  to 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  Franklin,  and  immediately 
afterward  His  Eoyal  Highness,  accompanied  by  a  brilliant 
suite,  was  conducted  in  the  barge  to  the  flag-ship,  and 
there  received  with  all  the  honors  due  his  rank :  the  yards 
were  manned,  the  big  Dahlgrens  thundered  forth  a  national 
salute,  the  crew  cheered  heartily,  and  the  Russian  Hymn 
pealed  forth  its  melodious  and  heart-stirring  welcome. 

After  the  usual  interchange  of  courtesies,  the  Grand 
Duke  was  escorted  by  the  Admiral  on  a  tour  of  inspection 
through  the  ship,  in  the  course  of  which  he  manifested 
the  deepest  interest  in  all  the  details  of  her  construction, 
and  made  inquiries  of  a  nature  which  proved  him  to  be 
a  close  student  of  the  science  of  ship-building,  and  pos- 
sessed of  a  wonderful  knowledge  of  the  equipment  of  all 
classes  of  vessels. 

He  remained  on  board  for  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
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and  on  his  departui'e  was  greeted  with  the  same  honors 
which  had  welcomed  his  arrival.  Before  leaving  he 
repeated  his  request,  only  giving  it  additional  earnestness, 
that  the  Admiral  would  visit  his  iron-clad  squadron ;  and 
upon  the  latter  assuring  him  that  he  would  be  most  happy 
to  accompany  him,  the  Grand  Duke  replied  that  he  pre- 
ferred the  Admiral  should  go  when  he  himself  was  not 
present,  as  he  desired  all  the  honors  to  be  the  nation's 
guest's,  which  would  unfortunately  not  be  the  case  should 
he  go  with  him.  Thus  ended  the  second  visit  of  royalty 
to  the  flag-ship  of  Admiral  Farragut. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

EXCURSION   TO   OENTEAL   ETJSSIA. 

OTS"  the  ensuing  day,  having  completed  all  the  arrange- 
ments for  a  "  double-quick  "  excursion  to  Central 
Russia,  the  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut,  with  several  officers 
of  the  staff,  proceeded  in  a  Government  steamer  to  St. 
Petersburg  and  there  took  the  cars  of  the  Nicolai  Railroad, 
having  before  them  as  an  objective  point  the  great 
Sclavonic  capital  of  Moscow,  the  pride  and  glory  of  the 
Russian  Empire.  After  passing  a  long  stretch  of  four  hun- 
dred miles,  over  a  well-cultivated  and  almost  prairie-like 
country,  they  arrived  in  that  historic  city  on  the  following 
morning,  and  there  received  a  most  cordial  greeting  from 
the  Mayor  and  the  U.  S.  Consul,  Mr.  Young,  who  had 
been  advised  of  their  coming,  and  who  were  very  assidu- 
ous in  their  courtesies  and  attentions  throughout  the 
period  of  the  Admiral's  visit. 

As  my  own  experience  subsequently  told  me,  Moscow,  the 
former  metropolis  of  the  Russian  Empire,  presents  a  grand 
and  imposing  picture  of  an  oriental  city,  and,  from  its  great 
historic  associations  alone,  should  be  a  point  of  attraction 
to  all  travellers  making  a  pilgrimage  through  Europe. 
In  almost  every  feature  it  differs  materially  from  every 
other  metropolis  on  the  continent,  with  the  exception  of 
Constantinople.    The  approach  to  it  is  picturesque  beyond 
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description,  particularly  toward  evening,  when  the  rays 
of  the  setting  sun  are  reflected  from  the  gilded  spires  and 
domes,  the  spangled  belfries  and  clustering  minarets,  which 
rise  above  a  dense  forest  of  houses ;  while  in  the  very 
centre  the  entranced  eye  rests  upon  the  hill  upon  which 
stands  the  famous  Kremlin,  surrounded  by  the  old  walls, 
which  even  the  mighty  armies  of  the  great  "  Scourger  " 
could  not  destroy,  and  which  still  stand,  a  noble  monu- 
ment to  the  devotion  and  patriotism  of  the  Muscovites 
in  the  terrible  campaign  of  1812.  This  celebrated  citadel 
is  alone  worthy  of  a  visit  to  Moscow :  it  may  be  called 
Moscow  itself,  for  within  its  imposing  cii'cuit  is  written 
and  read  the  histoiy  of  its  rise  and  power  ;  its  destruction 
and  resurrection. 

As  the  tourist  truly  observes,  "  it  is  crowded  with 
palaces,  monasteries,  arsenals,  museums,  representing 
various  styles  of  architecture, — Grecian,  Gothic,  Italian, 
Tartar,  and  Hindoo, — rude,  fanciful,  grotesque,  gorgeous, 
magnificent,  beautiful,  overtopped  by  upward  of  thirty 
gilt  cupolas,  blending  eastern  and  western  styles  in  most 
singular  forms." 

Throiigh  such  scenes.  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut  and 
the  officers  who  accompanied  them  were  kindly  escorted 
by  Count  Posniak,  Colonel  in  the  Kussian  Army,  who 
explained  every  object  of  interest  and  curiosity  disclosed 
in  their  inspection.  They  remained  several  hours  within 
the  limits  of  the  fascinating  Kremlin  alone,  and  were  lost 
in  amazement  in  contemplating  the  Aladdin-like  wealth 
which  is  treasured  up  within  its  walls,  in  every  variety  of 
article  and  relic,  from  gold  and  silver  thrones  and  coro- 
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nets  down  through  the  long  catalogue  of  emerald,  peai'l, 
diamond,  and  sapphire  ornaments,  to  the  rich  embroidery 
worked  upon  the  vestments  of  former  priests.  The 
Admiral  was  gratified  beyond  description  with  his  visit, 
and  remarks  :  "  "We  were  shown  many  relics  of  departed 
saints  of  immense  value.  Every  one  was  kind  and  polite, 
and  took  pains  to  show  us  everything  worthy  of  an 
inspection.  We  visited  a  church,  the  walls  of  which  are 
covered  with  pictures  representing  the  sacrifice  of  heretics 
by  every  means  of  torture  which  human  ingenuity  could 
possibly  devise.  The  senior  prelate  presented  me  with 
a  couple  of  pictures  of  saints  painted  on  blocks  of  wood, 
and  apparently  very  old." 

After  visiting  many  other  places  of  interest,  including 
several  convents,  each  of  which  claims  a  legend  of  its  own 
connected  with  the  marvellous  and  almost  mystical  growth 
of  the  empire,  the  Admiral  and  his  body-guard  made  a 
sudden  detour  to  the  east,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the 
celebrated  city  of  Xijui-lSTovgorod,  situated  in  the  very 
heart  of  Russia,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Oka  river  with 
the  Yolga,  and,  since  the  year  1817,  when  the  fair  was 
removed  from  Macariev,  a  vast  central  bazaar  for  the  rich 
manufactures  of  the  favored  Orient,  and  the  inexhaustible 
resources  even  of  the  distant  Vale  of  Cashmere, 

"  With  its  roses  the  brightest  the  earth  ever  gave.'' 

Our  American  naval  excursionists  were  very  cordially 
welcomed  to  this  great  emporium  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  Mr.  Schultze,  who,  shortly  after  their 
arrival,  escorted  them  through  the  extensive  fair-grounds 
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situated  on  the  triangular  space  between  the  junction  of 
the  two  rivers.  As  they  drove  slowly  through  this  vast 
storehouse,  their  eyes  were  dazzled  by  the  profuse  display 
of  articles  of  every  variety  and  description,  from  rich 
Persian  shawls  of  the  finest  texture  to  the  simplest  bauble 
of  native  manufacture.  All  were  conspicuously  exhibited 
for  sale,  the  gayly-costumed  vendors  appealing,  after  the 
manner  of  their  respective  countries,  and  most  facetiously, 
to  the  plethoric  purses  of  the  naval  visitors  from  the  far- 
off  land  of  the  West,  where  it  is  generally  believed  gold 
rains  in  torrents,  and  can  be  picked  up  ad  libitum,  in 
quantities  to  suit  the  most  avaricious.  The  faith  of  the 
uneducated,  throughout  large  portions  of  Europe,  in  the 
wonderful  gold  productions  of  America,  and  in  the  amaz- 
ing wealth  of  all  classes  and  conditions  in  that  imagined 
El  Dorado,  is  about  as  firm  as  that  of  the  primitive  savages 
of  Hispaniola  in  the  belief  that  Columbus  and  his  crew  were 
celestial  beings  making  a  tour  through  their  islands. 

Upon  finishing  this  novel  inspection  of  an  oriental 
bazaar,  the  Admiral  received  an  oflicial  visit  from  the 
governor  of  the  pi-ovince,  who  holds  the  rank  of  general 
in  the  army,  and  by  him  was  greeted  in  a  most  friendly 
manner,  and  tendered  every  attention  and  hospitality.  It 
was  not  long  before  the  American  pilgrims  became  the 
principal  lions  in  the  commercial  city,  since  it  is  said  that 
representatives  of  our  nationality  are  about  as  seldom  seen 
in  Nijni  as  the  monarch  of  the  forest  himself;  and  it  is 
currentl}'  reported  that  to  Mrs.  Farragut  belongs  the 
honor  of  being  the  first  of  our  fair  countrywomen  who 
ever  visited  the  far-distant  waters  of  the  Volga. 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  Admiral's  arrival  a  great  ban- 
quet was  prepared  in  his  honor  by  the  merchant  princes 
of  the  city,  representing  many  nationalities,  who  had  re- 
ceived information  by  telegram  during  the  day  of  his 
proposed  visit. 

About  forty  persons  occupied  seats  at  this  dinner,  all  of 
whom  joined  heartily  and  enthusiastically  in  the  compli- 
mentary sentiments  proposed  in  behalf  of  their  distin- 
guished guest,  and  the  powerful  republic  of  which  he  is  a 
prominent  citizen.  Admiral  Farragut  and  Captain  Le  Roy 
found  themselves  compelled  to  acknowledge  their  high 
appreciation  of  this  unexpected  compliment  to  their  far- 
off  country,  and  express  their  profound  gratitude  for  the 
many  evidences  of  a  friendly  feeling  which  had  met  them 
everywhere  throughout  their  extended  tour  in  Russia. 

One  of  the  principal  features  of  this  pleasant  entertain- 
ment consisted  in  the  production,  for  the  second  course, 
of  a  large  sturgeon,  three  feet  in  length,  which  had  been 
brought  alive  from  the  Caspian  Sea  at  a  cost  of  four  hun- 
dred roubles,  equivalent  to  about  three  hundred  dollars — 
truly  a  "  most  dainty  dish  to  set  before  a  sea-king !  " 

Toward  the  close  of  the  feast,  and  while  the  coffee 
was  circulating,  the  usual  routine  of  dinner-parties  was 
most  pleasantly  varied  by  the  introduction  of  two  tribes 
of  Bohemian  gypsies  of  both  sexes,  in  grotesque  cos- 
tumes, who  had  been  commanded  by  the  governor  to  ap- 
pear before  his  American  guests  for  their  amusement,  and 
who  first  chanted  songs  of  a  wild  Russian  character, 
wherein  "  music,  heavenly  maid,  was  old,"  and  then  per- 
formed a  species  of  dancing  somewhat  similar  in  style  to 
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that  of  the  Spanish  fandango,  but  to  which  grace  and 
beauty  may  be  said  to  have  been  strangers  indeed.  How- 
ever, as  their  songs  and  dances  were  intended  for  the 
amusement  and  edification  of  the  "foreigners  from  the 
ISTew  World,"  the  Admiral  did  not  hesitate  to  compliment 
the  performance,  and  to  manifest  his  appreciation  by  the 
substantial  donation  of  a  ^'' jpourboire^''  which  those  no- 
madic people  are  doubtless  treasuring  to  this  day  as  an 
offering  from  the  land  of  gold. 

Advantageously  situated  at  the  confluence  of  two  navi- 
gable rivers,  both  of  which,  with  their  branches,  extend 
far  across  the  vast  plains  of  Central  Russia,  and  aff"ord 
outlets  for  the  resources  of  the  country  to  the  Caspian 
Sea  and  the  East,  this  city  has  become  the  great  depot  for 
exchanging  the  merchandise  of  Eastern  Europe  and  Asia. 
For  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose  a  great  fair  is  held 
annually,  in  the  months  of  July  and  August,  upon  the 
low  ground  lying  between  the  forks  of  the  two  rivers, 
which  brings  to  the  city  an  immense  number  of  laborers 
from  the  provinces  adjoining,  and  thousands  of  merchants 
from  the  different  countries  represented. 

During  this  season  the  city  presents  a  most  animated 
appearance,  and  the  period  of  the  fair  no  sooner  ap- 
proaches than  from  a  quiet,  almost  lifeless  condition,  there 
springs  up,  as  if  by  magic,  a  population  of  mixed  races, 
which  changes  entirely  the  aspect  of  the  place.  Admiral 
Farragut  remarks,  that  the  view  from  the  high  ground 
above  the  city  is  surpassingly  grand,  and  that,  with  the 
aid  of  a  little  imagination,  a  visitor  might  fancy  himself 
at  Baton  Eouge  on  the   Mississippi.     Both   rivers   are 
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covered  with  freight-barges  and  steamboats,  there  being 
generally  two  thousand  of  the  former  and  several  hundred 
of  the  latter  constantly  plying  up  and  down  the  streams, 
conveying  an  amount  of  freight  which  is  almost  in- 
credible. 

Prom  this  hasty  sketch  it  will  readily  be  seen  that 
Nijni-Novgorod  is  a  place  of  considerable  importance,  as 
the  great  commercial  centre  of  all  the  countries  bordering 
upon  Eastern  Europe,  and  that  its  future  growth  must  be 
commensurate  with  the  progress  and  development  of  tlie 
great  Russian  Empire,  at  present  so  rapidly  advancing, 
from  the  wise  system  of  internal  improvements  now 
adopted  by  that  Government. 

After  visiting  as  many  parts  of  this  strange  city  as  his 
time  would  permit,  the  Admiral  returned  to  Moscow  and 
thence  to  St.  Petersburg ;  and  although  he  had  travelled 
day  and  night  over  fourteen  hundred  miles,  and  had  been 
xmtiring  in  his  tour  of  sight-seeing,  he  had  no  sooner 
arrived  in  the  capital  than  he  resumed  this  laborious  duty 
by  starting  out  immediately,  with  as  much  zeal  and 
energy  as  if  he  had  just  been  roused  out  of  a  Eip  Van 
Winkle  nap,  to  visit  the  Hydrographic  and  Engineering 
Departments,  and  the  plans  of  the  military  fortifications 
of  Pussia. 


CHAPTER  X. 


MOSCOW. 


LEAVING  the  Admiral  in  the  enjoyment  of  examin- 
ing old  charts  of  harbors,  new  plans  of  earthworks, 
and  scientific  details  in  the  vast  labyrinth  of  mai-ine 
architecture,  in  all  of  which  he  takes  a  deep  interest,  I 
shall  devote  a  brief  space  to  a  somewhat  similar  visit,  at 
the  same  time,  of  another  party  from  the  flag-ship,  collected 
together  hurriedly  from  detachments  straggling  about  the 
broad  avenues  of  St.  Petersburg,  in  response  to  a  very 
kind  invitation  from  Major  Whistler,  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  Winans  &  Co.,  principal  contractors  for  supplying 
the  rolling-stock  on  the  Nicolai  Railroad.  "We  gladly  ac- 
cepted this  generous  offer,  and,  in  company  with  thirteen 
other  officers,  equally  fortunate  in  being  discovered,  set  out 
for  Moscow,  in  a  special  car  provided  by  Major  Whistler, 
and  furnished  with  many  little  "  creature  comforts  "  which 
he  wisely  foresaw  would  contribute  to  the  wants  of  all, 
and  relieve  the  tedium  of  the  twenty  hours  required  for 
the  journey.  To  insure  our  enjoyment,  and  at  the  same 
time  guard  against  all  possible  interruptions  to  the  course 
of  pleasure  mapped  out  for  us,  he  detailed  the  Chief  Con- 
troller of  the  road,  Mr.  P.  G.  Wahlin,  to  accompany  us 
as  generalissimo  of  the  forces,  and  as  chaperon,  jpa/r  excel- 
lence, of  the  expedition.     In  this  respect  we  were  also 


ThK   KUKryCLIN. 


MOSCOW.  73 

peculiarly  fortunate,  for  a  better  compagnon  de  voyage 
could  not  have  been  found,  even  by  advertisement  or 
proclamation.  Mr.  Wahlin  was  the  very  personification 
of  kindness  and  amiability,  and  by  his  unwearied  efforts 
to  promote  the  interest  of  our  tour,  and  his  thoughtfnl- 
ness  in  pointing  out  and  explaining  everything  of  note 
along  the  entire  route,  effectually  secured  our  friendship 
and  esteem. 

"We  reached  Moscow  on  the  morning  of  the  following 
day,  and  without  a  moment's  delay  were  hurried  rapidly 
forward  toward  the  principal  objects  of  curiosity  in  that 
oriental  city ;  and  from  that  moment  until  our  departure 
our  movements  resembled  the  charge  of  the  Light  Bri- 
gade, with  the  single  exception  that  we  paused  in  our 
mad  career  through  the  streets  to  permit  the  passage  of 
a  funeral  procession,  preceded  by  seven  or  eight  priests 
chanting  solemn  dirges,  and  then  entered,  with  respectful 
dignity  and  uncovered,  the  famous  Spass  Vorata,  or  Ee- 
deemer's  Gate,  which  leads  to  the  Kremlin,  and  which, 
from  the  many  traditions  connected  with  it,  is  held  in 
great  reverence  by  all  Eussians.  Over  this  celebrated 
gateway  there  is  suspended  a  picture  of  our  Saviour, 
placed  there  at  the  time  the  city  was  founded ;  and  it  is 
said  that  in  the  memorable  invasion  of  1812,  the  French 
attempted  to  destroy  the  wall  and  the  picture,  but  that 
the  powder  would  not  ignite;  and  they  even  add,  that 
when  they  built  fires  under  their  guns  and  caused  them 
to  explode,  they  burst,  killed  many  of  their  own  troops, 
and  left  the  picture  unharmed!  Such  faith  is  surely 
entitled  to  future  reward. 
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"Within  the  walls  of  the  Kxemlin  we  joined  the  Admi- 
ral and  suite,  and  with  him  examined  the  inexhaustible 
treasures  contained  therein — noting  particularly  a  jBible, 
having  set  in  on  its  binding  jewels  and  gold  work  valued 
at  one  million  dollars !  After  devoting  several  hours  to 
this  tantalizing  species  of  sight-seeing  we  entered  the 
palace,  and  were  soon  lost  in  wonder  and  admiration  of 
its  superb  suites  of  apartments,  and  its  magnificent  halls 
of  the  three  Orders  of  St.  George,  St.  Andrew,  and  St.  Yla- 
dimir,  which  are  by  many  esteemed  the  most  chaste  and 
elegant  saloons  in  all  Europe. 

Forcing  ourselves  away  from  this  wonderful  pile — 
every  portion  of  which  is  historic — we  made  a  detour 
through  the  great  space  included  within  the  circuit  en- 
closing the  Kremlin  proper ;  stopped  to  examine  the  big 
bell — the  monarch  of  bells — weighing  two  hundred  tons, 
and  near  it  an  immense  gun,  the  diameter  of  whose  bore 
measures  thirty-six  inches;  also  the  grotesque  church  of 
St.  Basil,  and  the  tower  of  Ivan  Veliki,  with  its  forty 
bells;  and  then  drove  over  the  "Moskva"  to  "Sparrow 
Hills,"  the  celebrated  spot  from  which  JSTapoleon  reviewed 
his  grand  army  as  it  defiled  before  him  to  enter  the  fated 
city,  from  wliich  it  was  soon  destined  to  retire,  a  bafled 
and  demoralized  horde. 

The  view  of  the  broad  plains  of  Moscow  from  this  spot 
is  surpassingly  grand  and  picturesque.  From  no  other 
point  can  a  better  idea  be  obtained  of  the  oriental  charac- 
teristics of  that  city.  The  countless  domes,  minarets, 
spires,  cupolas,  steeples,  and  turrets  of  all  varieties  of 
shape  and  architecture,  and  of  every  possible  device  and 
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color,  present  a  picture  which  cannot  be  described ;  and 
it  ceases  to  be  a  wonder  that  the  modern  tourist  should 
find  himself  almost  unable  to  turn  his  back  upon  the  en- 
chanting panorama  before  liim. 

We  remained,  delighted  beholders,  as  long  as  time 
would  permit,  and  then  returned  to  the  city  to  complete 
our  tour  of  observation. 

I  need  scarcety  remark  that  our  appearance  in  this  old 
metropolis  became  the  occasion  of  a  nine-days'  wonder 
among  tlie  quiet  Muscovites,  who  had  perhaps  dreamed 
of  no  such  invasion  of  foreign  uniforms  since  the  days  of 
the  great  Napoleon. 

Wherever  we  stopped  to  purchase  a  trifling  souvenir,  or 
to  examine  some  remarkable  specimen  of  eastern  manufac- 
ture, we  were  at  once  surrounded  by  an  excited  thi-ong  of 
youthful  representatives  of  every  tribe  and  race,  from  the 
haughty  Circassian  to  the  reckless  Cossack,  all  gazing 
upon  us  intently,  with  mouths  and  eyes  distended,  as  if 
to  fathom  our  character  and  intentions.  In  driving 
along  the  streets,  the  same  curiosity  attended  us  from  the 
windows,  balconies,  and  sidewalks ;  and  I  am  sure  that  if 
we  had  been  preceded  by  a  band  of  music,  playing  "See, 
the  conquering  heroes  come ! "  we  could  not  have  crea- 
ted greater  excitement.  American-like,  we  withstood 
the  attack  of  these  thousands  of  eyes  with  imperturbable 
gravity  and  nonchalance,  and  were  rather  amused  at 
the  passing  greatness  which  was  thrust  upon  us  so  far 
from  home. 

Our  visit  to  this  intensely  interesting  city  was  necessa- 
rily limited,  but  still,  when  the  time  came  for  our  depar- 
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ture  there  were  few  regrets  expressed  for  objects  not  seen. 
The  return  trip  to  St.  Petersburg  was  simply  an  "en- 
larged and  improved  edition  "  of  the  one  from  that  capi- 
tal, our  thoughtful  host  and  guide  anticipating  every  want ; 
and  upon  our  arrival  "  home  "  we  embraced  the  opportu- 
mtj  of  visiting  Major  Whistler  at  his  beautiful  villa  on  the 
banks  of  the  Neva,  and  there  personally  expressed  our  obli- 
gations for  his  kindness  in  contributing  so  much  to  the 
pleasure  of  our  excursion  to  Moscow. 
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CHAPTEE  XI. 

OFFICIAL     VISrrmG — sight-seeing DINNEE    ON    BOAED    EUS- 

SIAir      FEIGATE      EUEIC ALSO     AT      PEINCE      GALITZm's — 

VISIT  TO    GOVEENMENT   FOUNDEET GEAND    BALL    AT    THE 

GOVEENMENT      HOUSE,      0E0N8TADT ENTEETAINMENT      ON 

BOAED   THE   FEANKLIN. 

WE  left  the  Admiral  deeply  immersed  in  studying 
the  different  plans  of  the  fortifications  of  Kussia, 
and  in  the  hands  of  one  whose  enthusiasm  in  having  an  at- 
tentive listener  was  only  sui'passed  by  his  deep  interest  in 
this  branch  of  military  and  naval  science.  When  able  to 
coax  him  away  from  these  "  scenes  so  charming  "  to  his 
nautical  eye,  he  was  escorted  to  the  Michaeloff  Palace,  oc- 
cupied by  the  School  of  Engineers,  of  which  he  says  :  "  I 
would  recommend  it  to  all  military  and  naval  men  as  one 
of  the  most  interesting  places  to  visit  in  St.  Petersburg.  It 
is  doubly  so  to  us,  from  the  kindness  and  courtesy  with 
which  everything  is  explained  to  us.  I  was  particularly 
indebted  to  Colonel  Guern  for  his  attentions  to  me  on  this 
and  other  occasions." 

On  the  23d  of  August,  Admiral  Faxragut,  with  his 
commanding  officers  and  staff,  dined  officially  with  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  Vice- Admiral  Orabbe,  on  board  the 
JRurio,  lying  off  Cronstadt.  The  banquet  was  in  all 
things  characteristic  of  Kussian  hospitality  and  munificence. 
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and  cannot  be  better  described  than  by  using  the  Ad- 
miral's own  language :  "  At  the  hour  designated  we  went 
alongside  the  Eurio,  found  her  beautifully  decorated  with 
flags,  and  a  sumptuous  dinner  prepared  on  the  spar-deck. 
We  were  received  with  all  the  honors  and  with  the 
greatest  kindness ;  found  there  nearly  all  the  Russian 
naval  ofBcers ;  toasts  were  offered ;  the  dinner  went  off 
delightfully,  and  when  we  left  they  burned  blue  and  white 
lights,  cheered  most  lustily,  and  were  very  enthusiastic  in 
their  demonstrations."  The  effect  of  this  short  illumina- 
tion in  the  harbor  was  remarkably  fine. 

On  the  following  day  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  Winter  Pal- 
ace and  Hermitage,  where  he  examined  an  endless 
profusion  of  highly  finished  specimens  of  the  most 
precious  fruits  of  the  Siberian  mines :  porphyry,  mala- 
chite, and  lapis  lazuli,  chiselled  most  beautifully  into 
large  vases  and  grotesque  figures ;  together  with  numerous 
curiosities  combining  beauty  of  finish  with  costliness  of 
material  ;  seeing,  in  fact,  as  he  remarks,  "  everything 
but  the  snug  domestic  room,  so  essential  to  human 
happiness."  From  these  marble  halls  he  was  conducted 
to  the  various  cathedrals,  and,  after  inspecting  their  gor- 
geous architecture,  rested  for  the  day,  to  prepare  for  a  more 
congenial  tour  on  the  morrow. 

This  was  an  expedition  up  the  Neva  to  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal government  fonnderies,  then  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  a  Colonel  in  the  Russian  ai'my  who  had  visited 
America,  and  made  himself  familiar  with  the  internal 
workings  of  our  largest  establishments.  At  the  time  of 
this  visit,  work  was  principally  confined  to  the  boring  and 
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rifling  of  the  famous  Krupp  guns  and  to  the  manufacture 
of  steel  rails. 

The  Admiral  and  suite  were  very  cordially  received  by 
the  superintendent,  and  by  him  shown  everything  con- 
nected with  the  foundery  ;  at  the  same  time  he  explained 
details  with  a  willingness  and  pleasure  which  alone  proved 
his  high  appreciation  of  the  visit.  The  Admiral  was  de- 
lighted beyond  measure,  seemed  to  envy  the  Colonel's  posi- 
tion, and  after  lingering  as  long  as  possible  among  those 
huge  engines  of  iron,  returned  to  his  headquarters  in  the 
great  city,  and,  doubtless,  enjoyed  unusual  tranquillity 
that  night  from  the  pleasing  reminiscences  of  his  ex- 
cursion,— visions  of  immense  guns  forming  the  prominent 
figures  in  his  dreams. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th,  the  Admiral,  with  Mrs.  Far- 
ragut  and  Captains  Pennock  and  Le  Roy,  was  very  hand- 
somely entertained  by  Prince  Galitzin,  Acting  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  and  his  Princess,  at  their  beautiful  residence, 
situated  on  one  of  the  islands  of  the  Neva.  He  returned 
to  Cronstadt  in  the  royal  yacht,  placed  at  his  service  by 
the  Grand  Duke  Constantine,  and  on  his  arrival  at  the 
flag-ship  was  saluted  by  the  French  frigate  in  the  harbor, 
the  courtesy  being  instantly  returned,  gun  for  gun. 

On  his  return  from  the  capital  he  was  accompanied  by 
the  U.  S.  Minister,  General  Clay,  and  our  Consul,  General 
Pomutz,  both  of  whom  were  received  with  the  usual 
honors ;  and  shortly  afterward,  ere  the  smoke  had  cleared 
away,  still  another  salute,  with  the  tri-color  at  the  fore, 
announced  the  visit  of  Monsieur  Talleyrand,  the  Minister 
of  France. 
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These  ceremonies  continued  imtil  the  middle  of  the  af- 
ternoon, when  a  temporary  lull  ensued,  only,  however,  as 
the  calm  preceding  a  hurricane,  for  it  scarcely  afforded  the 
officers  a  breathing-spell  to  prepare  for  the  grand  ball  to 
be  given  by  Admiral  Lessovski  "  in  honor  of  Admiral  Far- 
ragut  and  the  officers  of  the  American  Squadron." 

At  eight  o'clock,  all  the  officers  of  the  four  ships  who 
could  be  relieved  from  duty  accompanied  the  Admiral 
and  Mrs.  Farragut  to  the  landing-place,  from  which  they 
walked  in  procession  up  to  the  Government  House,  pre- 
ceded by  a  band  of  music  and  a  number  of  Russian  offi- 
cials, and  surrounded  by  crowds  of  people. 

A  large  number  of  these  lookers-on  bore  Roman  can- 
dles and  white  and  blue  lights,  which  they  ignited  as  we 
landed,  and  as  we  moved  up  the  avenue  the  whole  multi- 
tude cheered  vociferously  for  the  Americanslcis. 

The  scene  was  most  brilliant  and  inspiriting,  and  became 
still  more  grand  when  calcium  lights  cast  their  radiance  over 
the  surrounding  masses,  and  hissing  rockets  darted  through 
the  air.  On  reaching  the  Government  House  we  were 
cordially  welcomed  by  Admiral  and  Madame  Lessovski  and 
their  charming  nieces,  and  then  by  a  large  number  of  Rus- 
sian officers  of  distinguished  rank  and  service,  who,  form- 
ing a  double  line,  received  us  courteously  as  we  passed 
down  the  centre.  The  large  saloons  were  gorgeously  dec- 
orated with  flowers  of  every  description,  and  with  the 
Russian  and  American  ensigns  entwined  in  loving  em- 
brace, hanging  in  suggestive  festoons  in  every  available 
space.  Many  officers  of  distinction  were  present,  and 
quite  a  number  of  the  principal  noblemen  of  Russia,  with 
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their  wives  and  daughters,  all  of  whom  contributed  to  the 
general  enjoyment  of  the  evening.  The  inspiriting  strains 
of  our  own  national  melodies  had  scarcely  ceased  to  peal 
forth  their  tribute  of  welcome  when  the  music  of  the  dance 
"  arose  with  its  voluptuous  swell,"  and  became  the  sig- 
nal for  the  usual  scenes  of  the  ball-room.  We  made  won- 
derful progress  in  the  difficult  study  of  the  Eussian 
language,  and  received  glowing  eulogiums  for  the  correct 
pronunciation  of  the  mai-velous  names  of  our  fair  and 
considerate  partners.  We  struggled  spasmodically  in  our 
effiorts  to  master  a  complimentary  sentiment  in  the  lan- 
guage of  our  hosts,  and  were  encouragingly  congratulated 
on  the  result ;  and  the  evening  passed  away  so  pleasantly 
that  we  took  no  note  of  time,  and  were  only  advised  of 
the  flying  moments  and  the  hour  for  retiring  by  the  first 
faint  streaks  of  the  coming  day  stealing  gently  through 
the  outside  gloom. 

It  was  "  just  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  "  when  the  worn- 
out  officers  returned  in  detaclimients,  and  in  as  many  dimin- 
utive shore-boats,  to  the  quieter  precincts  of  their  respective 
vessels,  and  there  indulged  in  dreamy  reveries  of  the  brilliant 
scenes  in  which  they  had  so  recently  been  willing  actors. 
The  Admiral  had  submitted  to  the  alarming  amount 
of  hand-shaking  which  had  become  his  portion  with  a  for- 
titude worthy  of  a  successful  and  experienced  politician, 
and  had  withstood  the  attacks  of  the  countless  bright  eyes 
which  were  constantly  levelled  upon  him  with  much 
sam^-froid  and  composure.  But  his  powers  of  endur- 
ance were  not  exhausted,  for  on  the  following  morning, 

accompanied  by  Admiral  Lessovski  and  a  colonel  of  engi- 
4* 
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neers,  he  paid  a  visit  to  Fort  Oonstantine,  and  while 
a  majority  of  the  officers  were  dozing  away  the  eflfects 
of  the  evening  before,  he  was  examining  the  wonderful 
construction  of  that  immense  mass  of  iron,  granite,  earth, 
and  concrete,  and  calculating  its  powers  of  resistance 
against  shot  and  shell.  Shortly  after  his  return  he  was 
officially  visited  by  Prince  de  Lichtenberg,  who  was 
received  with  the  customary  honors  and  a  salute  in 
accordance  mth  his  rank. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day,  August  29,  a  grand 
entertainment  was  given  by  Admiral  Farragut,  on  board 
the li^rankUn,  "  to  the  military,  naval,  and  civil  authorities 
of  St.  Petersburg  and  Cronstadt,"  and  their  respective 
families,  as  a  slight  recognition  of  the  unbounded  hospi- 
tality so  liberally  extended  to  him  and  his  officers  during 
their  sojourn  in  Russia.  It  was  on  the  eve  of  our  depar- 
ture from  an  anchorage  where  all  had  been  made  to  feel 
so  much  at  home  that  many  regrets  were  experienced  in 
anticipation  of  the  appointed  hour,  and  a  general  desire 
was  manifested  to  make  this,  our  last  meeting,  expi'essive 
of  our  friendship  and  gratitude. 

The  flag-ship  was  beautifully  decorated,  in  the  style  pe- 
culiar to  the  naval  service.  The  poop  and  quarter-deck 
awning  was  spread,  and  the  flags  of  all  nations  hand- 
somely festooned  underneath,  and  along  the  sides  of  the  ship 
from  the  deck  up,  forming  a  brilliant  ball-room  of  bimt- 
ing.  The  capstan  was  artistically  ornamented  with  cut- 
lasses and  pistols,  and  the  steerage-hatch  covered  over 
and  arranged  to  resemble  a  miniature  bivouac,  to  which 
many  gladly  resorted  during  the  fatigues  of  the  afternoon ; 
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tie  gun-deck  was  also  handsomely  lined  with  flags,  and  on 
the  starboard  side  enclosed  an  immense  table,  laden  with 
the  good  things  of  this  world,  and  "  set  out "  in  a  style 
which  would  have  won  the  heart  of  Delmonico  himself. 

All  the  officers  of  the  highest  rank  in  the  army  and 
navy  about  St.  Petersburg  and  Cronstadt  were  present 
with  their  families ;  among  them.  Admirals  Orabbe  and 
Lessovski,  and  Prince  Galitzin ;  and  also  the  Mayor 
and  Council  of  Cronstadt ;  our  Minister,  General  Clay, 
and  the  United  States  Consul,  General  Pomutz.  The 
guests  were  received  at  the  gangway  by  Captains  Pen- 
nock  and  Le  Koy  and  the  officers  of  the  flag-ship,  and 
escorted  to  the  Admiral  and  Mrs.'Farragut,  who  did  the 
honors  in  the  cabin ;  and  when  all  had  assembled  the 
scene  became  brilliant  beyond  description.  The  Franklin 
was  suddenly  transformed  into  a  large  floating  ball-room, 
glittering  uniforms  contrasting  beautifully  with  gay  dresses 
— emblems  respectively  of  "  grim-visaged  war "  and 
"white-robed  peace."  The  quadrille  of  honor,  composed 
of  the  principal  dignitaries,  inaugurated  the  festivities, 
and  at  once  music  and  dancing  enlivened  the  hour.  The 
Russkis  and  AmeriGomsMs  mingled  freely  in  the  enjoy- 
ment ;  new  acquaintances  were  formed  as  if  by  magic, 
and  older  ones  most  wonderfully  extended  to  the  very 
limits  of  Platonic  friendship  ;  sundry  hearts  were  slightly 
damaged,  and  various  others  received  wounds  from  which 
it  required  time  and  the  soothing  influences  of  change 
of  scene  to  recover.  "When  the  departures  from  the  ship 
commenced,  the  officials  were  sainted  according  to  their 
rank,  while  the  ladies  lingered  sufficiently  long  on  the 
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ladder  to  express  deep  regrets  that  the  "  American  Squad- 
ron came  so  seldom  to  Eussia,  and  whenever  it  did 
come  was  always  in  such  haste  to  leave ! " 

This  was  our  first  foreign  entertainment,  and  its  suc- 
cess proved  a  happy  omen  to  the  many  which  followed 
during  the  course  of  the  cruise. 


CHAPTEE   XII. 

VISIT  TO  TBONGSUND  EOADS,  FINLAND — GRAND  REVIEW 
OF  THE  IMPERIAL  IRON-CLAD  FLEET— OVATIONS  AND 
FETES — AND  FINAL    DEPARTURE  FROM  RUSSIA. 

EARLY  on  the  following  morning  Admiral  Farragut 
left  Cronstadt  with  the  FramMm,  Ganandaigua, 
Ticonderoga,  and  Frolic,  and  proceeded  down  the  gulf 
to  Trongsund  Roads,  Finland,  a  distance  of  about  seventy 
miles.  This  trip  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  earnest 
desire  of  the  Grand  Duke  Constantino  that  he  should 
visit  the  Eussian  iron-clad  fleet,  assembled  there  during 
the  summer  months  for  the  purpose  of  naval  exercise. 

Madame  Lessovski,  with  her  niece  and  the  Countess 
Eehbinder,  accompanied  the  flag-ship  on  this  excursion, 
having  been  specially  invited  by  Admiral  Farragut  to  form 
part  of  the  "  ship's  company  "  to  witness  the  anticipated 
festivities.  The  sequel  showed  that  the  invitation  was 
prompted  by  a  sincere  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Eussian 
Government  to  compliment  the  Admiral  with  a  grand 
naval  review,  and  honor  him  and  his  ofiicers  with  a  fare- 
well which  would  forever  shed  a  halo  around  every 
remembrance  of  their  visit.  In  this  they  succeeded  beyond 
expectation,  for  these  final  demonstrations  dimmed,  if  pos- 
sible, the  brilliancy  of  their  inaugural  greetings. 
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On  our  way  down  the  gulf  we  met  several  Russian 
corvettes,  with  each  of  whom  we  exchanged  salutes  and 
cheers  from  the  sailors  on  the  rigging,  and  on  entering 
the  Sound  leading  to  Trongsund,  the  programme  for  our 
reception  was  opened  by  a  sloop-of-war  approaching 
rapidly  as  an  advanced  picket,  and  saluting  with  seventeen 
guns,  as  a  signal  to  the  Russian  squadron  of  the  arrival 
of  the  Franklin  within  the  station  limits. 

A  short  distance  beyond  we  discovered  the  entire  fleet 
of  monitors,  ten  in  number,  approaching  in  line  abreast, 
flanked  by  two  sloops-of-war,  who  fired  a  salute  of  seven- 
teen guns,  each  vessel  taking  part. 

Immediately  thereafter  we  were  received  by  the  whole 
Russian  fleet — consisting  of  twelve  vessels  of  various 
classes,  besides  the  monitors — and  escorted  to  the  station 
of  honor  assigned  tis  in  advance  of  the  large  iron-clads 
moored  in  line,  when  the  flag-ship  Petrojoamlosk  saluted, 
and  the  crews  of  the  entire  squadron  gave  three  times 
three  and  a  tiger. 

As  soon  as  our  little  squadron  was  anchored,  the  moni- 
tors passed  slowly  around  the  FranJclvn,  as  in  review, 
firing  a  salute  of  seventeen  guns — each  vessel,  when  fairly 
broadside-on,  firing  her  proportion,  and  the  men  in  each, 
stationed  in  and  around  the  turret,  cheering  most  lustily 
after  the  respective  discharges. 

The  compliment  of  each  monitor  was  responded  to  by 
our  own  crew,  who  swarmed  the  rigging,  cheer  answer- 
ing cheer,  and  caps  waving  an  enthusiastic  "  thank  you." 

As  the  Admiral  observed,  "  the  salute  was  novel,  but 
the  effect  was  beautiful.     They  steamed  past  us  in  line, 
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fired  consecutively  from  right  to  left,  turned  in  line  by  a 
general  movement,  admirable  for  its  accuracy,  and  moved 
rapidly  in  rear  of  the  heavier  iron-clads."  No  sooner 
had  this  glorious  and  exciting  review  fairly  terminated 
than  all  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  composing  the 
Kussian  fleet,  headed  by  Vice- Admiral  Gregory  Boutakov, 
commanding  the  squadron,  came  on  board  the  FramMm 
and  paid  their  respects  to  Admiral  Farragut,  tendering 
him  and  his  officers  a  most  cordial  welcome  to  Trongsund, 
and  Admiral  Boutakov  inviting  them  to  visit  Yiborg  on 
the  following  day,  and  on  their  return  to  dine  with  him 
on  board  his  flag-ship.  Our  distinguished  guests  were 
received  with  all  the  honors,  and  remained  on  board  for 
a  brief  visit  to  the  ship,  making  her  decks  again  merry 
with  the  cordial  intercourse  of  the  representatives  of  two 
nations  so  firmly  allied  by  interest  and  association. 

In  the  evening  we  were  honored  with  a  display  which 
was  not  only  novel,  but  brilliantly  beautiful  and  interesting. 
The  night  was  unusually  dark,  and  well  adapted  for  the 
scenes  which  ensued  ;  all  nature  around  us  was  hushed 
and  tranquil ;  the  officers  of  the  flag-ship,  assembled  in  de- 
tachments, were  discussing  the  stirring  events  of  the  day, 
when  a  single  rocket  hissed  through  the  air,  and  at  once  a 
thousand  brilliant  white,  red,  and  blue  lights,  held  by  as 
many  sailors,  disclosed  all  the  boats  of  the  Kussian  fleet, 
formed  in  two  divisions  in  line  ahead,  each  division  towed 
by  a  small  steamer,  moving  slowly  and  forming  a  dazzling 
cordon  around  the  FramMm.  As  one  division  passed 
around  the  bow,  the  other  surrounded  the  stern  of  the 
vessel;  and  as  soon  as  the  lights  expired  and  darkness 
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again  became  visible,  the  men  in  the  boats  sang  wild  Kus- 
sian  peasant  songs,  giving  a  mysterious  charm  to  the  scene, 
and  affording  one  of  the  most  pleasant  serenades  ever 
tuned  to  lady's  ear.  We  acknowledged  these  handsome 
compliments  with  cheering  by  our  crew,  and  our  band 
playing,  in  every  interval  of  the  programme,  the  Kussian 
National  Hymn,  displaying  a  few  blue  lights  from  the  yard- 
arms,  to  show  our  position  and  to  prove  that  we  were  fully 
awake  to  their  honors. 

As  soon  as  this  brilliant  display  was  over,  the  surround- 
ing sea  resumed  its  tranquillity,  the  crews  were  "  piped 
down,"  and  every  one  dreamed,  or  might  have  dreamed, 
that  night,  of  excursions  to  the  imaginary  fields  of  fairy- 
land. 

While  all  are  supposed  to  be  enjoying  such  delightful 
visitations,  I  shall  remain  on  the  earth  and  present  a  list  of 
the  vessels  which  composed  the  Russian  imperial  iron-clad 
squadron  in  Trongsund  Eoads.  It  consisted  of  twenty- 
two,  arranged  in  three  divisions,  all  under  the  command  of 
Vice-Admiral  Gregory  Boutakov,  as  follows  : 

Petropavlosk,  Frigate,  flag-ship Captain  Stackelberg. 

Netrone  Menia,  Battery. Captain  Selivanoff. 

REAR-ADMIRAL  BARON  DE  TAUBE. 

Kremie,  Battery Captain  Pilkin  (1st). 

Pervenetz,  Battery Captain  Kopytofi'. 

Taohout,  Sloop-of-War Captain  Kaznakofif. 

VsADNicK,  Sloop-of-War Captain  Mykhailoff. 

Smertoh,  Two-turret  ship Captain  Korniloff. 

Smelot,  Steamer Captain  Korchounoflf. 

Vladimik,  Steamer Captain  Koudriavoy. 
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KEAE-ADMIKAL  PAPOFF. 

Edmoeot,  Monitor Captain  Baron  de  Klodt. 

Lara,  Monitor ,  .Captain  Vogock. 

Beonenosetz,  Monitor Captain  Kouprianoff. 

OuRAGAN,  Monitor Captain  G-ervais. 

Peeoun,  Monitor Captain  Kurpoff. 

Latnick,  Monitor Captain  Serkoff. 

Steeletz,  Monitor Captain  Papoff. 

Typhon,  Monitor Captain  Pilkin  (2d). 

KoLDOuN,  Monitor Captain  Klotohkoff. 

Vestohoun,  Monitor Captain  Schamiscliin. 

Lescht,  Gunboat Captain  Sharrietz. 

ToLTSOHEiA,  Gunboat Captain  Yanoff. 

TLMrEN,  Steam  Tacbt Captain  Valitzky. 

On  the  following  day,  accompanied  by  his  staff  and 
commanding  officers,  and  escorted  by  Yice- Admiral 
Boutakov,  Admiral  Farragnt  went  on  board  the  two- 
turreted  ship  Smertch  and  steamed  over  to  Yiborg,  a  sea- 
port town  of  Finland.  A  large  number  of  his  officers 
followed  in  the  Government  steamer  Ylmden,  and  after 
visiting  many  places  of  interest  in  that  little  capital,  excit- 
ing the  natives  almost  to  the  limits  of  madness,  driving 
through  the  famous  Monrepos  Park,  and  partaking  of  a 
very  handsome  entertainment  prepared  on  a  little  island 
near  the  town,  he  returned  to  the  FramMvn,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  on  board  the  Pel/ropavlosh,  the  Kussian 
flag-ship,  to  participate  in  a  grand  dinner  given  in  honor 
of  himself  and  officers  by  Vice-Admiral  Boutakov.  A 
large  number  of  Eussian  and  American  officers  were 
present  at  this  superb  entertainment.  Toward  the  con- 
clusion of  the  feast,  sentiments  of  a  most  complimen- 
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tarj  nature  were  freely  offered  and  expressions  of  good 
fellowship  liberally  exchanged ;  but  the  kindest  and  most 
generous  compliment  of  all  was  offered  to  our  navy  and 
the  American  people  by  the  distribution  among  the 
guests  of  a  card,  upon  which  was  prettily  printed,  in  the 
two  languages,  an  extract  from  the  Russian  signal  orders, 
arranged  and  reading  as  follows  : 

"EXTKAOT    FROM    THE   SIGNAL-BOOK   OF   THE   RUSSIAN   IMPERIAL   IRON- 
CLAD  SQ0ADRON   IN    1867." 
8284 


[The  upper  of  the  three  compartments  of  the  6ignal,  is  blue  with  a  white  centre, 
the  middle  one  half  red  and  half  white,  and  the  lower  yellow,  with  a  blue  centre.] 

"Let  us  remember  the  glorious  examples  of  Parragut  and  his 
followers  at  New  Orleans  and  Mobile." 

Copies  of  this,  beautifully  embossed  and  embellished, 
were  presented  to  Mrs.  Farragut,  Mrs.  Pennock,  Mrs. 
Harmony,  and  Mrs.  Shirk,  by  all  of  whom  they  are  treas- 
ured up  as  souvenirs  which  recall  some  of  the  most  agree- 
able associations  of  the  cruise. 

During  the  same  afternoon  a  very  large  number  of  peo- 
ple of  both  sexes,  citizens  of  Yiborg  and  the  neighboring 
provinces,  thronged  on  board  the  Franhlm,,  and  swept  in 
an  ebbing  and  flowing  tide  through  all  parts  of  the  frigate, 
appearing  perfectly  delighted  with  their  reception  and 
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witli  all  they  saw  of  their  American  visitors.  As  they 
seemed  to  be  excursionists,  Avho  had  made  this  visit  a 
general  jubilee  and  holiday,  a  dance  was  improvised  for 
their  benefit,  which  so  harmonized  with  their  feelings  and 
desires  that  they  remained  until  after  night  had  set  in, 
and  then  returned  to  their  various  homes  with  hearts  full 
of  gratitude  for  the  "  kindness  of  you  Americans,"  freely 
expressed  as  they  passed  over  the  gangway  into  the  boats 
awaiting  to  convey  them  ashore. 

Shortly  after  their  departure,  and  when,  as  on  the  even- 
ing before,  the  harbor  had  lulled  into  that  mystic  calm 
which  always  succeeds  every  storm  of  excitement,  all  on 
board  hurried  on  deck,  to  witness  a  display  which,  in  point 
of  grandeur  and  brilliancy,  has  rarely  been  equalled,  and 
never  surpassed.  All  the  vessels  of  the  Eussian  squadron 
were  illuminated  with  white  lights,  distributed  along  the 
bow-rails  and  around  the  turrets  of  the  monitors,  and 
along  the  rail,  and  aloft,  in  "  rainbow  fashion,"  upon  all 
the  frigates  and  heavier  iron-clads  ;  casting  a  most  silvery 
glow  over  the  sparkling  waters,  and  glistening  in  all  the 
glory  of  their  pale  effulgence  around  the  favored  vessels 
of  their  guests,  thus  made  the  centre  of  a  planetary  sys- 
tem which  outrivalled  the  twinkling  little  worlds  above. 

The  lighting  up  was  instantaneous  upon  the  appearance 
of  a  signal,  and  was  shortly  succeeded  by  a  shower  of 
rockets  which,  bursting  into  thousands  of  variegated  stars, 
illuminated  the  heavens  with  a  brilliancy  which  contrasted 
beautifully  with  the  silvery  lustre  of  the  waters  below. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  this  pyrotechnical  display,  a 
Eussian  steamer  passed  slowly  around  the  Franklin,  the 
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men  in  the  rigging  cheering  vociferously ;  to  which  we 
replied  cheer  for  cheer,  and  added  the  popular  strains  of 
their  National  Hymn,  as  the  best  evidence  of  our  apprecia- 
tion of  the  beautiful  compliments  of  the  evening. 

The  entire  scene  was  imposing  in  the  extreme,  and  yet 
lingers  in  the  memory  of  all  as  the  crowning  glory  of  our 
\-isit  to  Kussia. 

The  only  incident  which  disturbed  the  stillness  which 
followed  close  upon  the  exciting  scenes  of  the  evening, 
was  created  by  an  agitated  sailor,  who  doubtless  had  be- 
come so  much  aroused  by  the  brilliancy  of  the  fairy-like 
display  he  had  witnessed,  that  an  over-heated  imagination 
had  produced  nightmares  indescribable,  and  the  result 
was  that  he  raced  frantically  along  the  gun-deck  of  the 
ship,  shouting  and  storming  as  if  all  the  fiends  of  darkness 
were  close  upon  his  heels.  His  headlong  career  was 
speedily  checked  by  the  guard,  and  upon  being  warned 
by  the  officer  of  the  deck  that  a  repetition  of  such  a  John 
Gilpin  race  would  consign  him  to  the  unenviable  duty 
of  "  toeing  the  seam "  for  four  consecutive  hours,  he  re- 
tired to  his  hammock  a  wiser  and  better  man. 

A  delightful  day  ushered  in  the  morning  of  September 
1st,  the  day  which  was  to  witness  our  departure  from 
Russian  waters. 

After  issuing  the  necessary  orders  to  prepare  for  sea, 
Admiral  Farragut,  escorted  by  Yice- Admiral  Boutakov, 
a  noble  specimen  of  the  true  sailor,  made  a  rapid  tour  of 
inspection  of  the  monitors  and  heavier  iron-clads,  being 
everywhere  received  with  the  utmost  kindness  and  dis- 
tinction ;  and  on  his  return  the  FramMm  presented  the 


VISIT   TO  TKONGSmiTD   E0AD8.  93 

usual  scene  of  activity  and  preparation  ;  the  capstan  was 
manned ;  the  anchor  soon  reported  a-weigh ;  many  cordial 
farewells  were  spoken ;  and  shortly  thereafter  our  four 
vessels  moved  slowly  forward,  the  flag-ship  hoisting  the 
Russian  ensign  to  the  fore,  and  saluting  it  with  twenty- 
one  guns. 

The  Pel/ropavlosk  returned  the  compliment  at  once,  gun 
for  gun,  with  the  "  stars  and  stripes  "  floating  gayly  from 
her  masthead,  and  then  followed  a  well-contested  strug- 
gle for  friendly  victory. 

Yards  and  riggings  of  both  squadrons  were  speedily 
manned ;  men  cheered  most  enthusiastically ;  bands  played 
the  respective  airs  of  the  two  nations;  and  we  finally 
sailed  out  of  the  harbor  in  the  midst  of  an  excitement 
which  beggars  description. 

We  passed  a  Russian  corvette,  and  the  fire  was  rekin- 
dled. A  sloop-of-war  accompanied  us  far  down  the 
gulf  as  an  escort,  and  when  we  parted  on  the  following 
morning  the  wildest  demonstrations  again  ensued,  and 
three  loud  and  deafening  cheers  reverberated  along  the 
ruffled  waves,  as  the  last  greeting  of  our  friends  of  the 
far-off  kingdom  of  Russia,  "  concluding  a  visit,"  as  the 
Admiral  observes,  "which,  from  first  to  last,  has  been 
marked  by  the  interchange  of  the  warmest  friendliness." 

For  three  weeks  we  had  been  the  guests  of  that  hospi- 
table people,  and  during  the  entire  period  witnessed 
nothing  to  mar  the  harmony  and  good  understanding 
which  everywhere  prevailed.  A  universal  desire  was  con- 
stantly manifesting  itself  to  promote  our  pleasure,  and  to 
contribute  in  every  possible  way  to  our  enjoyment.     "Wo 
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became  hourly,  recipients  of  the  most  marked  attentions, 
and  nothing  seemed  to  afford  more  satisfaction  to  our  en- 
tertainers than  the  assurance  that  we  felt  at  home  in  their 
country.  With  one  and  all  of  my  brother-officers,  I  recur 
to  the  scenes  associated  with  our  well-remembered  visit 
to  that  gigantic  empire  with  the  liveliest  interest,  and 
often  my  imagination  passes  in  review  before  my  mental 
vision  the  many  incidents  which  gave  such  agreeable 
relish  to  our  sojourn  within  her  extended  limits. 

During  the  entire  time  of  our  stay,  our  vessel  was 
daily  thi-onged  with  visitors  from  near  and  far,  who 
pom'ed  over  her  dark  sides  in  unremitting  streams,  and 
then  groped  their  way  to  all  parts  of  her  interior,  from 
the  sunny  poop  down  to  the  gloomy  orlop. 

Even  a  steamer,  chartered  for  the  season  by  an  enter- 
prising Itusshi, — who  must  have  imbibed  the  notion 
from  some  itinerant  American, — plied  daily  between  St. 
Petersburg,  Oranienbaum,  and  Cronstadt,  and  brought 
down  excursion  parties  to  see  the  "big  American  frigate," 
and  especially  that  part  of  her  rigging  to  which  the  Ad- 
miral was  lashed  in  the  trying  ordeal  at  Mobile  Bay  ! 

Thus  the  FranMin  always  appeared  like  an  immense 
fair-ground ;  for  thousands  of  people  of  all  classes  and  con- 
ditions, from  the  oldest  noblemen  of  the  realm  to  the  poor- 
est peasant  just  freed  from  serfdom,  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  of  enjoying  a  holiday  upon  her  capacious 
decks. 

It  happened  one  day  to  fall  to  my  lot  to  escort 
through  the  ship  a  very  distinguished-looking  officer, 
whose  uniform  was  glittering  with  decorations,  and  his 


VISIT  TO   TRONGSUND   EOADS.  95 

family,  consisting  of  some  seven  persons,  all  of  whom 
evinced  an  unusual  anxiety  to  examine  everything  con- 
nected with  her  construction.  In  the  course  of  their  in- 
spection they  manifested  the  deepest  interest  in  her  bat- 
tery, and  alliided,  with  unmistakable  gestures  and  glances, 
to  the  excellent  condition  of  our  floating  tabernacle. 
When  about  to  take  their  departure,  the  courteous  pater- 
familias  expressed  the  pleasure  derived  from  his  visit,  and 
invited  me  to  dine  with  his  family  on  the  following  day 
at  Peterhoff,  presenting  me  at  the  same  time  with  his 
card,  which  I  herewith  transcribe  verbatim  et  literatim, 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  that  my  readers  may  form  some 
idea  of  the  Russian  language.  It  is,  or  seems  to  be,  as 
follows : 

"  Cmau  apour  Toxuimeunz 
Tenepau  Agriomaumz 
Evo  Runepamopchazo  Begnzecmba." 

Universal  sympathy  would  naturally  be  extended  to 
any  one  attempting  to  unravel  this  sphinx-like  enigma, 
but  its  terrors  did  not  deter  me  from  improving  an  ac- 
quaintance so  auspiciously  begun,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  accompanied  by  two  broth er-olBcers,  I  proceeded 
to  Peterhoff,  one  of  the  imperial  residences,  and  a  Sara- 
toga Springs  for  the  fashionable  world  of  St.  Petersburg, 
and  after  some  difficulty  found  the  summer-house  of 
my  host.  We  were  most  cordially  received,  and  very 
handsomely  entertained ;  escorted  through  the  beautiful 
and  luxuriant  grounds  surrounding  the  palace,  all  of 
which  recall  the  grandeur  and  loveliness  of  Versailles,  and 
finally  conducted  to  the  picturesque  little  chateau  formerly 
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tenanted  by  Peter  the  Great,  where  many  relics  of  that 
wonderful  man  are  sacredly  and  jealously  guarded. 

Thence  we  visited  every  other  point  of  special  interest 
connected  with  this  superb  palace,  and  during  our  pere- 
grinations in  and  around  it,  my  readers  will  be  happy 
to  learn  that  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  literal  trans- 
lation of  the  mysterious  card  which  had  so  bewildered 
me  at  the  time  of  its  presentation.  Transformed  into  our 
own  pure  Saxon,  it  was 

"  Staal  Von  Holstein, 
Adjutant- G-eneral 
of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor," 

with  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  associating,  and  whose 
kindness  and  that  of  his  entire  family  had  afforded  me 
such  unusual  gratification.  We  parted  from  them  with 
regret,  and,  returning  to  Oranienbaum,  made  ourselves  at 
home  in  the  principal  gostmitsa,  where  signs  and  mo- 
tions took  the  place  of  language,  and  on  the  following  day 
were  kindly  entertained  by  Captain  Varvadzy  of  the  Navy 
and  his  family,  who,  during  our  sojourn  near  Cronstadt, 
had  become  very  popular  among  the  officers,  and  particu- 
larly so  to  a  few  of  the  more  fortunate  of  the  uniformed 
group  who  daily  thronged  the  walks  and  gardens  of  this 
pleasant  little  city. 

I  mention  these  little  incidents  simply  as  illustrative  of 
the  feelings  which  everywhere  greeted  the  officers  of  the 
squadron  during  our  entire  anchorage  in  Russian  waters, 
and  as  pencillings  by  the  wayside  of  international  friend-' 
ship. 
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Indeed,  nothing  could  surpass  the  courtesy  and  hospital- 
ity extended  to  us  by  all  with  whom  we  were  brought  in 
contact.  Our  nationality  was  a  ready  passport  in  every 
quarter,  and  seemed  to  invite  attentions  from  all  classes 
and  conditions,  to  such  an  extent  that  we  had  ample  cause 
for  believing  that  we  were  "  dearly-beloved  brethren  "  in 
every  acceptation  of  the  phrase. 

Our  residence  in  that  kingdom  was  sufficiently  pro- 
longed to  enable  us  to  form  some  little  conception  of  the 
Government  as  well  as  the  people.  In  many  particulars 
our  views  seem  to  accord  unusually  well  with  the  opinion 
and  experience  of  those  who  have  enjoyed  better  opportu- 
nity of  studying  the  policy  of  the  one  and  the  character 
and  tendencies  of  the  other. 

Like  America,  Eussia  is  comparatively  a  new  country. 
Her  extent  of  territory  is  immense,  covering  an  area  of 
more  than  two  millions  of  square  miles,  and,  including  her 
Asiatic  possessions,  her  dominions  extend  from  the  Baltic 
to  the  Pacific,  and  from  the  borders  of  the  oriental  world  to 
the  regions  of  the  frozen  zone.  Over  this  vast  surface  is 
scattered  a  mixed  and  heterogeneous  population,  variously 
estimated  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  millions  of  people, 
representing  a  score  of  races,  many  of  whom  are  poor  and 
ignorant — the  natural  result  of  the  enervating  and  de- 
pressing influences  of  serfdom,  which  retarded  the  pro- 
gress of  the  country  until  the  reign  of  the  present  Emperor, 
whose  wise  policy  has  blotted  out  an  institution  which  for 
many  years  has  been  the  mill-stone  around  the  neck  of 
enterprise. 

But,  great  as  Eussia  undoubtedly  is,  and  boundless  as 
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are  her  resources,  she  is  still  in  her  national  infancy.  When 
her  projected  school  system  is  in  full  operation  throughout 
all  portions  of  her  wide  domain,  and  the  numerous  lines  of 
railway  now  in  course  of  construction — ramifying  in  all 
directions,  and  connecting  the  Baltic  with  the  Black  Sea, 
and  the  entire  country  with  the  Amoor,  the  great 
highway  to  the  markets  of  the  affluent  East — ai'e 
fully  completed,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  conceive  the 
high  and  prosperous  condition  she  must  sooner  or  later 
attain. 

Her  people  seem  happy  and  contented,  are  willing  to 
labor  for  small  wages,  and  are  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  pat- 
riotism which  affords  the  most  gratifying  assurances  of  the 
stability  of  the  Government ;  and  although  many  of  the 
nobility  complain  of  severe  losses  in  their  revenue  by  the 
emancipation  act  of  the  Emperor,  yet  all  concur  in  the 
opinion  that  it  must  soon  redound  to  the  benefit  of  all 
classes  in  the  kingdom. 

We  are  happy  to  add,  that  we  witnessed  none  of  that 
despotism  on  which  story-books  dilate,  and  which  formerly 
was  synonymous  with  the  fearful  title  of  "Autocrat  of 
all  the  Russias  ! "  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  everywhere 
visible  a  freedom  of  action  and  immunity  from  restraint 
which  could  be  imitated  to  advantage  elsewhere ;  the  best 
evidence  of  which  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  people 
universally  speak  fondly  and  proudly  of  their  government, 
and  are  devotedly  attached  to  the  wise  ruler  who  governs 
them,  and  to  the  members  of  his  family. 

It  is  superfluous  to  add  that  we  left  Russia  and  the 
Russians  with  the  deepest  regret,  and  their  last  shouts  of 
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farewell  lingered  long  in  our  ears  as  we  moved  down  the 
Gulf  of  Finland,  past  Helsingfors,  into  the  Baltic,  where 
a  chopping  sea  which  set  in  from  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia 
produced  unpleasant  sensations  among  all  but  veterans  in 
the  service,  and  made  every  one  on  board  hail  with  no  little 
pleasure  the  dim  outlines  of  the  Swedish  coast,  and  wel- 
come the  old  pilot  who  conducted  us  into  harbor. 


CHAPTEE  XIII. 

AEEIVAL  AND  EECEPTION  m   STOCKHOLM,  SWEDEN BANQUETS 

OF   THE   MINISTER    OF    MAEINE   AND   KING   CHAELES    XV. — 
SCENES   IN   STOCKHOLM DEPAETUEE. 

PEEHAPS  one  of  the  most  attractive  experiences  of 
our  cruise  was  the  passage  of  the  FrankUn,  followed 
in  single  file  by  the  Canandaigua,  Tioonderoga,  and  Frolic, 
from  the  shores  of  the  Baltic  to  her  anchoring-ground  im- 
mediately below  Waxholm,  situated  on  one  of  the  "  Thou- 
sand Isles"  between  Lake  Maelar  and  the  sea.  This 
entire  distance,  about  fourteen  miles,  is  occupied  by  in- 
numerable little  islands  thickly  studded  with  forests  of  fir- 
trees,  and  formed  by  very  narrow  water-ways  which  course  in 
all  directions,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  the  celebrated 
Maze  in  the  gardens  of  Hampton  Court.  Many  of  these 
channels  have  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  the  passage 
of  vessels  of  the  heaviest  draught,  and  it  required  con- 
siderable experience  to  navigate  without  returning  to  the 
starting-point,  or  at  least  without  being  lost  in  the  laby- 
rinth they  create.  At  one  moment  our  great  frigate 
would  move  close  along  one  shore,  to  the  infinite  wonder 
of  groups  of  smiling  islanders  waving  handkerchiefs  and 
napkins,  all  of  whom  had  left  their  pots  boiling  and 
their  children  running  loose,  to  witness  this  unexpected 
inroad  into  their  dominions.     Then  turning  shai-ply  round 
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the  menacing  point  of  a  projecting  rock,  we  skirted  close 
along  the  edge  of  a  silent  vis-d-vis,  from  which  the  smoke 
curling  gracefully  out  of  its  hidden  centre  was  our  only 
evidence  that  it,  too,  was  inhabited. 

It  was  about  two  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  September 
3d  that  we  anchored  in  a  very  comfortable  harbor  a  short 
distance  below  Waxholm,  fifteen  miles  from  Stockholm, 
and  exchanged  national  salutes  with  the  fort,  situated  on 
an  island  in  the  centre  of  the  strait  connecting  Lake 
Maelar  with  the  Baltic. 

Immediately  thereafter,  our  Minister,  Major-General 
Bartlett,  formerly  in  command  of  a  division  in  the  Sixth 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  our  Consul,  Mr.  Per- 
kins, having  been  apprised  by  telegram  of  the  approach 
of  the  flag-ship,  came  down  from  Stockholm  in  a  govern- 
ment steamer,  cordially  welcomed  the  Admiral  to  the 
kingdom  of  Sweden,  and  made  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  his  visiting  the  capital  on  the  morrow. 

On  the  following  day,  the  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut, 
accompanied  by  a  regiment  of  officers  from  the  several 
ships,  went  on  board  of  a  steamer  placed  at  his  disposal 
during  his  entire  sojourn  in  Sweden,  and  then  flying  the 
American  flag;  and  proceeded  up  the  beautiful  and  pic- 
turesque strait  to  the  city  of  Stockholm.  Upon  his  ar- 
rival he  was  saluted  by  a  naval  battery  at  Shipsholm,  and  • 
escorted  to  his  quarters  at  the  Hotel  Kydberg,  while  his 
officers,  true  to  their  habits  and  instincts,  scattered  off  in 
all  directions  to  ferret  out  the  sights  of  the  city. 

Upon  this  trip,  and  during  his  entire  residence  in  Stock- 
holm, he  was  also  accompanied  by  Captain  Malmberg,  of 
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the  Coast  Artillery,  who  had  been  detailed  by  the  Min 
ister  of  Marine  as  a  special  aid.  He  was  a  most  pleasant 
companion,  and  performed  his  duties  in  the  most  delicate 
and  assiduous  manner. 

With  his  assistance,  and  the  indefatigable  attentions  of 
General  Bartlett,  our  deservedly  popular  minister,  there 
were  few  matters  of  interest  in  this  capital  not  brought  to 
the  Admiral's  attention. 

First  impressions  of  this  little  Scandinavian  metropo- 
lis were  decidedly  favorable,  and  a  better  acquaintance 
simply  served  to  render  them  more  pleasant  and  enduring. 
It  appeals  most  strongly  to  the  sensitive  hearts — perhaps 
we  should  say  pockets — of  all  naval  officers,  from  the  fact 
that  it  is  one  of  the  very  few  places  within  the  limits  of 
the  known  world  where  the  true  meaning  of  the  word 
"economy"  is  understood.  Its  only  rival  in  this  respect 
is  its  sister  city  of  Copenhagen,  peopled  by  a  branch  of 
the  same  stock ;  and  as  we  made  our  purchases  of  gar- 
nets, furs  of  all  descriptions,  etc.,  we  experienced  the 
singular  and  welcome  sensation  of  having  an  overplus  of 
money. 

On  the  day  after  his  arrival.  Admiral  Farragut,  accom- 
panied by  part  of  his  staff  and  commanding  officers,  and 
escorted  by  General  Bartlett,  called  officially  upon  Count 
Platen,  Minister  of  Marine,  and  upon  the  Secretary  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  by  both  of  whom  he  was  received  with 
the  utmost  kindness  and  cordiality,  the  former  inviting 
him,  Mrs.  Farragut,  and  his  officers  to  dine  with  him  on 
the  ensuing  afternoon. 

This  entei*tainment  was  a  very  elegant  affair.     It  was 
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given  in  a  large  building  in  the  "  Djurgarden,"  and  was 
attended  by  about  thirty  oflBcers  of  the  American  squadron 
and  a  number  of  the  most  prominent  dignitaries  of  the 
Swedish  government,  including  Admirals  Annerstedt  and 
Lilliehook ;  Commodore  Ahlgren,  Chief  of  Navy  Board  ; 
General  Lagercrantz,  Chief  of  Marine  Artillery  ;  Commo- 
dores Herkepe,  Adlersparre,  and  Sundin ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Baron  Stackelberg,  Major  Yirgin,  and  Captain 
Malmberg,  of  the  Marine  Artillery;  Admiral  Hafi'ner, 
Norwegian  Minister  of  Marine ;  Lieutenants  Yon  Horn 
and  Westman,  of  Count  Platen's  staff;  M.  "Wallenberg, 
General  Bartlett,  and  Mr.  Perkins. 

The  table  was  also  graced  by  the  presence  of  a  number 
of  ladies,  principally  the  wives  of  the  above  officials,  Miss 
Bartlett,  sister  of  the  United  States  Minister,  and  the 
four  American  lady  excursionists ;  and  the  gay  scene 
was  greatly  enlivened  by  a  well-selected  band,  which, 
during  the  banquet,  "  discoursed  most  eloquent  music." 
Toward  the  conclusion  of  this  feast  of  honor.  Count 
Platen  began  the  speech-making,  and  with  others,  offered 
very  complimentary  sentiments,  introducing  them  with 
many  graceful  remarks  about  our  country  and  its  "famous 
representative,"  which  caused  the  wine-glasses  to  be  up- 
lifted with  wonderful  unanimity,  and  produced  return 
broadsides  of  friendship  for  the  Scandinavians  from  Ad- 
miral Farragut,  in  behalf  of  the  Americans  present. 
After  the  usual  toasts  to  the  King,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  two  countries, 
the  American  ladies,  and  numerous  individual  sentiments, 
the  guests  retired  in  the  best  of  spirits,  and  on  the  same 
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evening  the  Admiral  received  an  invitation,  through 
Count  Platen,  to  dine  with  His  Majesty,  King  Charles 
XV.,  on  the  following  day,  at  his  summer  palace  ofUlrichs- 
dahl,  the  invitation  embracing  Mrs.  Farragut,  the  United 
States  Minister,  the  commanding  oflBcers  of  the  vessels, 
their  executive  officers,  and  two  officers  of  the  Admiral's 
staff. 

The  Admiral's  description  of  this  kingly  reception  and 
entertainment  is  as  follows  : 

"  At  the  appointed  time  we  repaired  to  the  palace  and 
were  received  by  Count  Platen,  by  whom  we  were  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty.  The  King  was  not  only  courteous 
but  cordial  in  his  manner,  drank  my  health,  and  expressed 
his  gratiiication  at  again  having  vessels  of  war  of  the 
United  States  in  Swedish  waters.  In  return,  I  expressed 
the  great  pleasiire  it  would  give  me  to  receive  His  Ma- 
jesty on  board  my  ship,  if  he  desired  to  visit  the  FranTdim,, 
but  His  Majesty  regretted  that  his  health  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  do  so." 

There  were  also  present  at  this  royal  banquet  the  Queen, 
her  daughter,  the  Princess  Louise,  and  the  ladies  of  the 
court. 

Mrs.  Farragut  occupied  a  position  on  the  left  of  the 
King,  and  during  the  course  of  the  evening  received  much 
attention  from  His  Majesty,  and  after  dinner  was  escorted 
by  him  through  his  suites  of  apartments,  shown  many  ob- 
jects of  interest,  and  presented  with  his  photograph,  upon 
which  he  readily  placed  his  sign-manual  upon  an  inti- 
mation that  it  would  enhance  its  value.  Upon  retiring 
from  the  palace,  the  guests  adjourned  to  the  residence  of 
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the  American  minister,  where  a  sumptuous  entertainment 
was  given  them ;  many  citizens  coming  in  to  pay  their 
respects  to  the  nation's  guest. 

Amid  all  these  festive  and  ceremonial  occasions,  the 
time  was  occupied  by  one  and  all  in  skirmishing  about 
the  city,  each  day  disclosing  something  new,  and  discover- 
ing the  avenue  to  more  beyond.  The  officers  made  fre- 
quent excursions  along  the  beautiful  di-ives  of  the  Djur- 
garden.  This  is  a  magnificent  park,  occupying  a  rugged 
.peninsula,  dotted  over  with  classical  villas  and  cottages 
of  various  designs, — verandas,  cafes,  places  of  amusement, 
and  monuments, — and  presenting  the  varied  beauties  of 
nature  in  all  their  pristine  glory. 

This  park  contains  the  superb  palace  of  flosendal,  and 
Bystroms  Yilla,  and  is  the  favorite  place  of  resort  for  the 
citizens  of  Stockholm  on  the  long  summer's  afternoons ; 
and  its  picturesque  grounds  afford  amusement  to  the  gay 
and  relaxation  to  the  weary. 

The  noblest  panorama  of  the  city  is  obtained  from 
Mosebacke  Hill.  From  this  elevated  point  the  eye  roams 
over  the  capital  and  its  beautiful  environs,  built  upon 
seven  islands,  and  bearing  no  small  resemblance  to  Venice, 
to  which  it  is  often  compared,  but  which,  with  all  its 
grandeur  and  historic  interest,  cannot  claim  the  superior 
natural  beauty  of  its  sister  of  the  North. 

The  plethoric  guide-books  which  swell  the  pockets  of 
every  visitor  to  Europe  so  faithfully  enumerate  the  ob- 
jects of  special  interest  within  this  Swedish  capital,  that 
a  brief  notice  of  one  or  two  of  the  most  prominent  will  be 

sufficient  in  this  place.     The  old  Kidderholm  church  is 
5* 
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especially  interesting  from  its  character  and  associations. 
It  is  now  used  as  a  mausoleum,  and  is  regarded  as  the 
Westminster  Abbey  of  Sweden ;  but  its  chief  attraction 
consists  in  its  enclosing  the  ashes  of  the  immortal  Gustavus 
Adolphus,  whose  very  name  seems  to  be  held  in  sacred 
reverence  by  all  classes  in  the  kingdom  to  which  he  con- 
tributed so  much  glory.  There  is  also  much  to  be  seen  in 
the  rooms  of  the  Museum  of  Antiquities,  where  they  dis- 
play innumerable  relics :  paintings,  statuary,  specimens 
of  the  armor  of  knights  and  infantry-men,  and  weapons 
of  war  used  by  celebrated  Swedish  warriors.  While  we 
derived  much  gratification  from  our  entertainments,  and 
an  occasional  inspection  of  these  souvenirs  of  a  past  age, 
the  pleasure  of  this  visit  to  Sweden  was  greatly  enhanced 
by  the  great  kindness  and  hospitality  extended  to  us,  and 
the  interest  awakened  by  our  presence  in  the  capital. 
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It  was  not  the  offering  of  a  few,  but  the  voluntary  trib- 
ute of  all  classes  and  conditions,  from  the  very  popular 
monarch  who  governs  so  wisely,  down  to  the  gay  and 
happy-looking  Dalecarlian  peasant-women  in  their  gro- 
tesque costumes,  who  annually  migrate  from  the  regions 
of  perpetual  snow  in  Lapland,  to  work  for  a  rix-doUar  a 
day  in  the  gardens  or  at  the  ferries  in  Stockholm ;  return- 
ing m  the  autumn,  with  pockets  full  of  money,  to  enjoy  a 
winter  of  comfortable  retirement  with  the  reindeer  and 
his  kind  in  their  Arctic  homes. 

These  Dalecarlians  are  noble-looking  women.  They 
are  always  smiling  and  contented ;  they  know  nothing  of 
the  great  world  of  fashion  beyond  their  own  "  visiting- 
list  "  among  the  snow  huts  of  Lapland ;  retain  the  same 
costume  for  centuries ;  and  appear  living  witnesses  that 
ignorance  may  be  a  comfort,  if  not  a  bliss. 

Every  one  seemed  anxious  to  take  part  in  the  general 
welcome ;  soldiers  and  sailors  saluted  on  all  occasions ; 
citizens  embraced  every  opportunity  to  manifest  their 
delight  upon  meeting  the  strangers  from  across  the  sea ; 
and  if  not  descendants  of  the  "  immortal  Gustavus  Adol- 
phus,"  nor  "  bulwarks  of  the  Protestant  faith,"  we  were 
certainly  "  lions  of  the  North,"  for  the  time,  in  that  lovely 
city. 

Our  excursions  to  the  Djurgarden  often  became  amus- 
ing from  the  excitement  aroused  by  our  presence.  Our 
entree,  sometimes  in  considerable  numbers,  always  be- 
came the  signal  for  the  brisk  performance,  by  a  band 
stationed  in  a  central  pagoda,  of  the  American  national 
melodies.      There  was  considerable    diplomacy  in   this 
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tribute  to  our  pride  and  nationality,  inasmuch  as  it  al- 
ways resulted  in  a  substantial  acknowledgment  to  the 
politic  musicians  in  the  shape  of  a  most  liberal  supply  of 
the  popular  beverage  ;  but,  whether  dictated  by  policy  or 
affection,  it  was  a  gratifying  attention,  and  a  welcome 
compliment. 

On  the  afternoon  of  September  7th,  Admiral  Farragut 
gave  a  magnificent  entertainment,  on  board  the  flag-ship, 
to  the  principal  dignitaries  of  the  Swedish  Court  and  capi- 
tal, their  families,  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps, 
and  others ;  returning,  as  far  as  possible,  the  many  civili- 
ties which  had  been  extended  to  him  during  his  week's 
sojourn  in  that  city.  The  frigate  was  dressed  and  dec- 
orated as  usual  for  the  occasion,  with  the  exception  that 
flowers  and  evergreens  of  fir  and  pine,  which  abound  in 
that  neighborhood,  were  profusely  distributed  along  the 
decks  and  over  the  capstan,  imparting  to  the  whole  scene 
the  appearance  of  a  fete  cha/mp&tre,  —  the  beauty  of  na- 
ture blending  well  with  the  gay  dresses  and  uniforms 
which  swept  the  decks.  The  officers  of  the  ship  had  evi- 
dently devoted  a  little  more  time  than  usual  to  embellish- 
ments, and  had  given  an  extra  finish  to  every  little  fixture 
which  was  likely  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  expected 
guests.  At  all  events,  Captain  Pennock  looked  unusually 
proud  as  he  paced  her  decks  and  awaited  the  arrival  of 
the  firs,t  visitor ;  Captain  Le  Roy  smiled  placidly  as  he 
surveyed  the  scene  from  the  elevated  poop ;  the  Executive 
was  forced  to  admit  that  it  "  would  do  very  well,"  and 
the  officer  of  the  deck,  Lieutenant-Commander  Hoff, 
gazed  upon  the  successful  fruit  of  his  labors  with  mute 
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astonishment,  in  which  the  old  Quartermaster,  Collins, 
did  not  hesitate  to  unite. 

Count  Platen,  the  Minister  of  Marine,  was  received 
with  the  first  honors  upon  coming  on  board ;  and  Baron 
Richthofen,  the  Prussian  Minister,  received  a  salute  upon 
leaving. 

Many  of  the  government  officials  were  present,  with 
their  wives  and  daughters,  and  also  our  Minister,  Major- 
General  Bartlett,  and  his  much-admired  sister,  and  our 
Consul,  Mr.  Perkins. 

The  scene  became  a  miniature  representation  of  that  at 
Cronstadt.  The  Admiral  and  Count  Platen  contended 
for  the  prize  of  the  saltatory  art  with  the  youngest  mid- 
shipman on  board;  our  delighted  officers  admired  the 
smiling,  radiant  blondes  around  them ;  souvenirs  were 
exchanged,  and  we  all  regretted  the  short  duration  of  such 
moments  of  enjoyment. 

Early  on  the  following  morning,  the  Admiral  issued  or- 
ders for  our  departure,  and  we  hurried  away  from  the 
pleasant  scenes  of  Stockholm.  At  the  same  time,  the 
ladies  of  our  party,  accompanied  by  Captain  Le  Eoy  and 
Mr.  Kane,  took  the  overland  route,  through  Sweden,  to 
rejoin  the  ship  at  Copenhagen. 

Our  associations  with  the  Swedes  had  been  such  as  to 
impress  us  most  favorably.  They  are  generous,  frank, 
and  noble-minded,  and  still  retain  many  of  the  ennobling 
qualities  of  their  hardy  ancestors.  Although  their  coun- 
try borders  upon  the  inhospitable  regions  of  Lapland,  and 
their  coast  is  swept  by  the  rude  blasts  of  the  long  Arctic 
winters,  and  they  themselves  subjected  to  all  the  rigors  of 
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their  severe  northern  climate,  yet  nothing  can  ever  con- 
geal the  true,  warm-hearted  friendship  which  stamps  its 
image  upon  the  mind  of  every  one  who  has  been  brought 
much  in  contact  with  them. 

To  Americans  they  should  always  be  endeared  by  their 
unswerving  and  generous  sympathies  throughout  the  long 
and  trying  years  of  our  late  conflict  for  national  preserva- 
tion. When  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln  was 
announced,  the  Swedish  people  assembled  in  their  respec- 
tive churches,  by  request  of  the  authorities,  there  to  offer 
up  prayers  for  our  deliverance  from  the  sorrows  and 
troubles  which  environed  our  nation.  I  was  assured  by 
many  that  there  was  a  universal  response  to  this  procla- 
mation. 


CHAPTER  XIT. 

GUN-PEACnCE    AT    SEA THE    FEANKLIN    ASHOKE — LAMENTA- 
BLE  CONDITION   OF   THE    MIDSHIPMEn's    MESS AEKIVAL  AT 

COPENHAGEN. 

/'^N  the  morning  of  September  9th  we  weighed  an- 
^-^  chor,  and  registering  "Waxholm  and  its  associations 
on  the  tablets  of  memory,  proceeded  once  more  to  sea. 
Our  progress  down  to  the  Baltic,  among  the  clustering 
islands  of  Maelar,  was  continually  enlivened  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  our  friends  the  peasants,  who  had  hailed  the 
approach  of  the  squadron  a  week  before,  and  now  stood 
watch  near  their  own  rude  habitations,  to  wave  a  last 
adieu  to  the  "  strangers  from  America." 

The  appearance  of  these  happy -looking  people,  in  their 
simple  and  fantastic  costumes,  a  majority  of  whom  have 
doubtless  never  visited  the  capital  of  their  own  country, 
indicated  a  primeval  simplicity  quite  refreshing.  As  we 
contemplated  them  through  our  glasses,  and  observed  the 
content  and  peace  of  mind  pictured  upon  their  smiling 
countenances,  we  reflected  upon  the  comparison  between 
the  extremes  of  their  immovable  life  and  our  own  wan- 
dering expei'iences ;  and,  doubtless,  had  some  of  us  ex- 
pressed our  convictions  at  the  moment,  the  pretty  Swedish 
women  (with  an  island  and  a  cottage)  would  have  had  the 
verdict  in  their  favor.     Fortunately  for  all,  however,  the 
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rising  emotions  of  our  vessel  told  of  our  entrance  into  the 
Baltic,  and  dreams  of  love  in  a  cottage,  with  all  its  ro- 
mance, vanished  in  a  moment  before  the  stern  realities  of 
an  "  ugly  sea." 

On  the  following  day,  while  passing  between  Gottland 
and  Oeland,  a  little  diversion  from  the  ordinary  routine 
of  a  cruise  was  created  by  an  exercise  in  target-practice. 
An  unfortunate  trio  of  doomed  barrels  were  lashed 
together  and  east  overboard,  and  the  four  vessels  hove  to, 
and  at  the  distance  of  about  one  mile  discharged  shot  and 
shell  with  profusion  and  rapidity  enough  to  resemble  a 
somewhat  spirited  engagement,  the  only  difference  being 
that  all  broadsides  were  given,  none  received.  The  firing 
was  unusually  good,  and  would  have  pounded  into  atoms 
a  much  more  formidable-looking  object  than  the  scarcely 
perceptible  speck  which  rose  and  fell  on  the  waves  before 
us.  These  pugnacious  demonstrations  were  indulged 
until  the  quarterly  alloM-ance  of  ammunition  was  ex- 
pended, when  the  vessels  resumed  their  line  and  order  of 
sailing,  and  went  on  their  way  rejoicing  toward  the 
Pomeranian  coast. 

Two  days  subsequently  a  diversion  of  an  entirely 
different  nature  again  interrupted  our  course,  and  for 
a  while  interfered  materially  with  our  progress.  We  were 
steaming  most  prosperously  through  Kiel  Bay,  enjoying 
occasional  glimpses  of  distant  headlands,  and  anticipating 
a  speedy  passage  to  our  next  way-station,  when  our  vessel 
was  stopped  to  take  on  board  a  pilot  or  revenue  officer, 
whose  papers  attested  his  responsibility,  and  sounded  a 
flourish  over  his  wonderful  knowledge  of  the  passage  into 
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the  Great  Belt.  With  such  an  experienced  navigator  at 
the  helm,  we  were  reassured  at  once  of  continued  pros- 
perity, and  as  our  good  frigate  moved  majestically  on,  we 
indulged  in  day-dreams  of  approaching  pleasures,  and 
thought  not  of  the  possible  delays  which  might  arrest  her 
course.  But  we  had  not  proceeded  very  far  when  this 
descendant  of  Norse  Yikings  succeeded  in  running  the 
flag-ship  ashore  on  a  sand-bar,  about  Ave  miles  south  of 
Nyborg,  from  which  it  was  for  a  time  impossible  to  release 
her.  Here  was  a  dilemma  of  the  first  -magnitude,  consid- 
erably heightened  by  the  assurances  of  Dr.  Eedington  that 
under  the  circumstances  officers  were  simply  entitled  to 
"  shore  pay,"  an  announcement  which  cast  a  gloom  over 
the  usually  placid  visages  of  those  who  had  experienced 
the  trials  of  such  reductions.  Of  course,  there  was  a 
little  excitement  on  deck,  in  the  midst  of  which  the  infu- 
riated Captain,  who  loved  his  ship  even  as  David  loved 
Jonathan,  delivered  a  lecture  to  tlie  trembling  pilot  upon 
the  art  of  navigation,  and  the  punishment  usually  meted 
out  to  those  who  proved  unworthy  of  their  trust,  in  such 
an  emphatic  manner  that  the  official,  apprehending  that  a 
nod  to  the  crew  was  sufficient  to  cast  him  overboard,  actu- 
ally deserted  the  ship  in  haste,  and  left  the  Commander 
master  of  the  deck. 

Hawsers  were  at  once  run  out  to  the  Canandaigua 
and  Frolic ;  both  vessels  pulled  and  tugged  together  ; 
the  crew  of  the  Franklin  were  set  racing  from  port 
to  starboard  and  from  starboard  to  port ;  but  still  the 
frigate  refused  positively  to  resign  her  soft  resting-place 
until   the  tide    arose,    and   then,   with   a   united   effort, 
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she  moved  gracefully  off,  and  was  ready  to  resume  her 
course. 

We  got  under  way  again  at  daylight  next  morning,  and 
proceeded  on  through  the  Great  Belt.  Rounding  the 
northern  cape  of  Seeland,  the  vessel  was  headed  south- 
wardly, passed  through  the  Sound,  and  the  same  night 
anchored  a  short  distance  below  Elsinore. 

Ifotwithstanding  the  little  contre-tenvps  which  disar- 
ranged our  plans  and  projects  of  the  preceding  day,  the 
trip  along  the  bay-indented  shores  of  Jutland  and  the 
other  provinces  in  our  course  proved  unusually  interest- 
ing. It  is  impossible  to  gaze  upon  the  primitive  little 
hamlets  of  the  hardy  and  daring  fishermen,  many  of 
whom  proudly  claim  descent  from  ITorsemen  who 
have  iigured  conspicuously  in  song  and  story,  without 
realizing  that  you  are  in  the  land  of  the  great  Vikings  of 
old,  who  for  so  many  centuries  held  such  wide  and  undis- 
puted mastery  over  the  seas. 

Every  cape  and  promontory  along  this  rugged  coast  has 
its  legends.  The  imagination  lingers  with  delight  over  a 
past  so  replete  with  interest  and  romance,  and  wanders 
amid  the  ruins  of  bygone  years  with  a  zeal  and  energy 
which  reveal  the  natural  fondness  of  our  species  for  the 
marvellous. 

In  passing  the  straits  separating  Denmark  from  Swe- 
den, a  fine  view  was  afforded  of  Helsingborg  and  Hel- 
singor,  and  of  the  famous  castle  of  Kronberg,  a  massive 
fortress  commanding  the  entrance  to  the  Sound,  and 
famous  for  the  part  it  has  enacted  in  the  history  of  the 
province.     "We  passed   this   citadel   at  twilight,  and  it 
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required  no  great  efl'ort  of  the  imagination  to  outline  the 
"  majesty  of  buried  Denmark,"  armed  oap-ci-pie,  stalking 
deliberately  along  the  platform  beneath  the  frowning  bat- 
tlements ;  but  unfortunately  the  officers  concluded  that  it 
was  too  much  of  a  matter-of-fact  age  to  permit  any  belief 
in  "  spirits  in  arms  "  or  "  ghostly  visitors,"  and  conse- 
quently faith  in  Hamlet's  sorrows  was  restored  to  its 
proper  niche  in  the  memory. 

On  the  following  morning'  we  arrived  and  anchored  off 
Copenhagen  (Kjobenhavn,  in  Danish  vernacular),  the  cap- 
ital of  the  oldest  monarchy  in  Europe,  and  immediately 
thereafter  exchanged  salutes  with  the  celebrated  citadel 
of  Frederickshavn ;  and  as  the  sounds  of  artillery  ceased 
to  reverberate,  the  mail-bags  were  deposited  on  board,  and 
a  miniature  and  temporary  post-office  was  established. 
"While  they  are  all  busy  over  letters  from  loved  ones  at 
home,  I  must  not  forget  to  record  a  very  important  page 
in  the  diary  of  the  cruise  between  the  two  great  centres 
of  Scandinavian  power. 

It  so  happened  during  this  memorable  trip,  that  through 
some  tmaccountable  and  mysterious  agency,  there  sud- 
denly became  a  fearful  dearth  of  supplies  in  the  larder  of 
the  midshipmen's  mess ;  so  much  so  that  visions  of  gaunt 
famine  stalked  before  the  mental  mirror  of  many  an 
affrighted  young  officer,  whose  ideas  of  abundance  had 
been  considerably  elevated  by  his  recent  luxurious  living 
near  the  well-stocked  markets  of  St.  Petersburg  and  Stock- 
holm ;  and  these  phantasmagoria  assumed  frightful  pro- 
portions, and  were  succeeded  by  feelings  of  hopeless 
despair  when  the  flag-ship  ran  ashore. 
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The  different  items  of  provision  (and  they  were  lament- 
ably few)  were  dealt  out  in  diminutive  and  decreasing 
quantities ;  the  daily  messes,  like  Viola's  history,  became 
alarmingly  blank;  the  last  remaining  representative  of 
two  well-sinewed  and  impenetrable  birds,  not  improba- 
bly, to  judge  by  their  enduring  textm'e,  members  of  the 
very  flock  whose  cackling  once  saved  Home,  and  which 
at  any  rate  had  been  daily  companions  since  we  departed 
from  Swedish  waters,  had  disappeared  at  last  under  the 
effects  of  constant  assaults  from  a  voracious  army  of 
eighteen.  The  cuisine  showed  symptoms  of  a  rapid 
decline,  and  the  economizing  steward,  whose  know- 
Look  at  this  picture. 


ledge  of  seven  languages  had  sustained  liim  in  many  an 
emergency,  was  forced  to  yield  the  air  of  authority  he  was 
accustomed  to  assume,  for  he  Avas  absolutely  "lord  of 
nothing  "  but  a  few  ship's  biscuit  and  a  small  bottle  of 
lifeless  champagne. 

But  the  darkest  hour  immediately  precedes  the  dawn, 
for  the  tide  rose,  and  the  Franldin  was  again  set  free ; 
the  winds  were  favorable  and  brought  relief  just  as  the 
last  lingering  spark  of  hope  was  flickering.     A  rapid  and 
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determined  foray  upon  the  plenteous  markets  of  Copen- 
hagen restored  flesh,  blood,  and  courage  to  larder  and  to 
stomach,  and,  for  the  moment,  dispelled  all  memories  of 
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recent  privations,  only  to  be  revived  on  future  occasions, 
when  temporary  depletions  in  the  stock  of  provisions 
should  afford  the  opportunity  for  recalling  them. 

Such  are  some  of  the  hardships  and  perils  which  beset 
the  midshipman's  life  at  sea. 


CHAPTEE  XV. 

COPENHAGEN — BAJSTQCTETS       OF       THE      AMEEICAN      MUSTISTEE, 

KING  CHEISTIAiT   IX.    AND   THE   MINISTEE   OP    WAE ^EEOEP- 

TION   ON   BOAED    THE   FEAJSTKLIN ADMIEAL    FAEEAG0T   AS 

THE   GOOD    SAMAEITAN — C0EEE8P0NDENCE,    ETC. 

APPEOACHED  from  the  Sound,  the  city  of  Copen- 
hagen presents  a  novel  and  somewhat  singular 
appearance.  It  occupies  portions  of  the  islands  of  Zealand 
and  Amager,  covering  an  extensive  flat,  so  low  as  to 
require  heavy  embankments  as  a  protection  from  the 
almost  tideless  Baltic,  and  is  surrounded-  by  bastions 
and  windmills  innumerable,  and  along  the  sea  front 
by  formidable  batteries,  two  fortresses  of  which  are  now 
deemed  impregnable,  and  all  rendered  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  city  by  the  sad  experiences  of  1801  and  180T, 
when  the  English  fleet  poured  death  and  destruction 
among  the  unyielding  Danes. 

From  various  parts  of  this  expansive  level  arise  majes- 
tically the  massive  palaces  of  Christiansborg  and 
Amalienborg;  the  picturesque  castles  of  Charlotten- 
borg  and  Eosenborg;  the  graceful  spires  and  bold 
towers  of  numerous  churches ;  the  heavy,  Egyptian-like 
proportions  of  various  museums — all  interspersed  with  the 
richest  foliage  of  parks  and  gardens,  and  affording  a  beau- 
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tiM  panorama  upon  which  the  eye  lingers  with  delight, 
and  the  imagination  pictures  pleasures  innumerable. 

Shortlj''  after  the  arrival  of  the  flag-ship  in  front  of  the 
city,  Admiral  Farragut  paid  an  oflScial  visit  to  the  Hon. 
'Teorge  H.  Teaman,  United  States  Minister,  and  with 
him  called  upon  M.  Eaasloff,  the  Minister  of  War,  and 
Admiral  Yan  Dockiim,  Minister  of  Marine,  the  only 
cabinet  ministers  of  the  Danish  government  then  in  Copen- 
hagen ;  by  both  of  whom  he  was  most  cordially  received 
and  welcomed  to  Denmark.  Both  these  officials  returned 
this  visit  at  once,  and  extended  to  Admiral  Farragut  all 
the  civilities  in  their  power,  detailing  an  aid-de-camp  to 
escort  him  and  his  suite  to  all  places  of  public  interest  in 
and  around  the  city. 

During  the  preparations  for  the  festivities  intended  in 
honor  of  the  nation's  guest,  the  Admiral  embraced  the 
opportunity  of  establishing  his  headquarters  at  the  Hotel 
Eoyal,  while  the  officers  made  their  usual  descent  or  raid 
upon  their  new  campaigning  ground ;  leaving  the  ship  in 
detachments,  and  straying  indefatigably  through  all  por- 
tions of  the  city. 

The  principal  point  of  attraction  seemed  to  be  the 
famous  gardens  of  Tivoli,  a  very  fashionable  place  of  resort 
for  the  citizens  during  the  summer  solstice,  and,  judging 
from  the  number  of  blue  uniforms  visible,  not  unpopular 
with  the  officers  of  the  fleet. 

The  "  Tivoli "  stands  almost  unrivalled  in  point  of 
artistic  brilliancy ;  it  is  nightly  illuminated  with  hanging 
lights  of  different  colors,  sometimes  clustered  together  in 
figures  representing  stars  or  jets,  and  occasionally,  along 
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the  broader  avenues,  pendent  in  graceful  festoons,  pre- 
senting a  scene  not  nnworthy  the  pictures  of  Eastern 
romance.  Witliin  its  gay  precincts  our  officers  whiled 
away  many  leisure  moments,  listening  to  the  sweetest 
music,  and  observing  the  wide  difference  between  the  tastes 
and  customs  of  the  old  and  new  worlds. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  Mr.  Yeaman  gave  a  very 
handsome  entertainment  in  honor  of  Admiral  and  Mrs. 
Farragut  at  his  residence  in  the  city.  Invitations  for 
this  banquet  had  been  extended  to  all  the  members  of  the 
diplomatic  corps,  cabinet  officers,  and  prominent  digni- 
taries, and  were  gladly  responded  to  by  all  those  at  that 
time  in  Copenhagen,  including  M.  Dotejac,  Minister  of 
France;  Count  Paar,  of  Austria;  Count  Koskuhl, 
Charge  d'Affaires  of  Russia ;  M.  Conte,  Minister  of  Spain, 
and  Madame  Conte  ;  General  Baasloff  and  daughter ;  and 
Admirals  Yan  Dockum,  Suensen,  and  Irminger. 

These,  with  the  commanders  of  the  four  vessels  and  part 
of  the  staff,  composed  the  circle  of  pleasure  which  dis- 
cussed the  affairs  of  the  world  and  the  luxuries  of  life 
around  the  festive  table  of  the  American  Minister. 

The  entertainment  passed  off  most  delightfully,  and, 
strange  to  relate,  without  even  a  resort  to  the  after-dinner 
speeches  and  orations,  an  omission  which  so  much  charmed 
the  Admiral,  that  he  expressed  the  hope  that  all  future 
fites  might  deal  as  gently  with  him. 

On  the  18th,  the  Admiral  gave  a  reception  on  board 
the  flag-ship,  which,  while  not  as  general  as  those  offered 
in  the  capitals  we  had  visited,  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  a  large  number  of  the  officials,  and  also  from  the  fact 
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that  the  Court  was  in  mourning  for  the  death  of  the 
Queen's  father,  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse,  made  up  for  the 
want  of  numbers  in  an  extra  amount  of  dancing,  and  in 
the  sound  and  fury  of  four  separate  salutes,  fired  respec- 
tively for  the  Danish  Ministers  of  War  and  Marine,  and 
the  Spanish  and  American  envoys. 

The  frigate  was  dressed  off  in  her  Sunday  suit,  and 
looked  very  attractive,  and  the  guests  seemed  to  enjoy  the 
passing  moments  as  thoroughly  as  if  her  decks  were 
crowded  with  the  gayest  of  the  gay.  We  have  Mr.  Yea- 
man's  assurance  that  "every  one  admired  the  elegant 
hospitality  of  the  affair ;  the  Danish  naval  officers  thought 
the  Franldin  the  best  wooden  vessel  afloat,  and  all  the 
ladies  present  pronounced  the  dance  on  her  decks  the  best 
they  have  enjoyed  in  Copenhagen." 

On  the  same  evening,  the  Admiral  and  his  officers, 
with  Mr.  Yeaman,  were  vei'y  superbly  entertained  by 
General  Eaasloff,  Minister  of  "War,  at  a  magnificent  supper 
given  in  the  Tivoli  Gardens,  during  which  the  surrounding 
grounds  were  brilliantly  illuminated,  and  showers  of 
rockets  discharged  in  honor  of  his  visit. 

This  ovation  was  very  numerously  attended,  became 
very  informal,  and  seemed  an  effusion  of  perfectly  genuine 
friendship  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  both 
countries. 

Toasts  were  proposed  in  honor  of  the  nation's  guest  and 
the  country  whose  flag  he  served,  and  were  responded  to 
with  a  readiness  justifying  the  reputation  of  Americans 
for  not  being  behind-hand  in  a  convivial  emergency.  The 
Admiral    became   the  modest  recipient  of  many  eulo- 
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gistic  remarks  from  the  good-natiu-ed  Danes,  all  of  whom 
seemed  to  be  as  familiar  with  his  great  achievements,  as 
if  possessed  of  a  journal  describing  minutely  every  action 
in  which  he  had  won  an  imperishable  name. 

All  hopes  of  his  being  permitted  to  enjoy  a  speechless 
supper  vanished  upon  the  offering  of  the  first  sentiment, 
and  after  a  very  short  enjoyment  of  quiescence  he  found 
himself  in  the  position  of  an  orator  addressing  the  assem- 
bled guests,  and  acknowledging  in  appropriate  terms  their 
kindness  and  hospitality. 

On  the  following  day,  accompanied  by  his  staff  and  com- 
manding ofiicers  and  the  United  States  Minister,  Admiral 
Farragut  was  presented  at  Court,  and  on  the  same  even- 
ing the  entire  party  dined  with  His  Majesty  Christian  IX., 
King  of  Denmark,  at  his  country  palace. 

To  this  royal  banquet  they  were  welcomed  with  marked 
kindness  and  cordiality,  not  only  by  the  King  himself  but 
by  all  the  members  of  his  household,  comprising  his  two 
brothers  and  his  two  sons,— Frederick,  the  Crown  Prince, 
and  George,  King  of  Greece,— all  four  of  whom  were  so 
anxious  to  be  presented  to  the  Admiral  and  his  officers, 
that  they  reversed  the  usual  etiquette  which  surrounds  a 
Court  and  requested  Mr.  Yeaman  to  present  them — a  com- 
pliment fully  appreciated  by  our  representatives. 

During  the  entertainment.  His  Majesty  proposed  to  the 
Admiral  that  they  should  unite  in  a  sentiment  "  to  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,"  which  was 
responded  to  by  all  present  in  a  becoming  draught  of  the 
purest  eau  de  vie.  He  speedily  followed  this  complimen- 
tary tribute  to  our  country  by  sentiments  expressive  of 
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his  pleasure  at  meeting  so  many  Americans,  officials  and 
civilians,  and  finally  wound  up  the  series  of  toasts  by  propos- 
ing :  "  Admiral  Farragut,  the  most  renowned  of  naval  cap- 
tains," which,  according  to  Mr.  Teaman,  who  witnessed 
the  entire  scene,  and  therefore  speaks  as  one  having  au- 
thority, "  disconcerted  the  patriot  hero  far  more  than  the 
battle  of  Mobile  or  the  gantlet  of  the  forts." 

In  his  official  report  upon  this  grand  entertainment,  the 
American  Minister  says  that  all  the  members  of  the  royal 
household  "  spoke  with  enthusiastic  admiration  of  the 
Admiral's  naval  exploits,  with  which  they  seemed  quite 
familiar,  especially  the  King  of  the  Greeks,  who  was 
educated  for  the  Danish  navy,  was  in  the  service  when 
elected  King,  and  has  a  keen  appreciation  for  daring 
n'aval  feats." 

Prince  Julius,  one  of  the  King's  brothers,  took  quite  a 
fancy  to  Captain  Pennock,  who  occupied  an  adjoining  seat, 
and  they  fraternized  most  lovingly,  exchanging  photo- 
graphs as  an  earnest  of  enduring  friendship. 

The  present  sovereign  of  Denmark  is  a  very  accom- 
plished man,  and.  as  a  ruler  is  deservedly  popular  with  his 
subjects.  The  laws  by  which  he  governs  are  thought  to 
be  among  the  best  in  the  world,  and  are  administered 
with  a  promptness  and  decision  which  might  serve  as  an 
example  to  many  others  in  equally  responsible  positions. 
Although  the  Lutheran  is  the  established  religion,  unlim- 
ited toleration  is  enjoyed  by  every  sect :  and  the  thrift  and 
industry  which  are  manifest,  the  enterprise  which  charac- 
terizes all  classes,  and  the  paucity  of  beggars,  afford  unmis- 
takable and  pleasing  evidence  of  the  sound  and  happy 
condition  of  this  beautiful  little  kingdom. 
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During  our  short  sojourn  in  Copenhagen,  we  managed 
to  steal  a  march  occasionally  upon  our  kind  entertainers, 
and  in  that  waj  contrived  to  visit  the  many  places  of 
interest  for  which  the  city  is  famous.  The  Admiral  was 
specially  delighted  with  his  beloved  armories,  in  which  he 
saw  cannon  and  small  arms  of  every  species  similar  to 
those  now  in  use,  and  claiming  to  be  inventions  of  the 
present  day,  but  hundreds  of  years  old,  which  caused  him 
repeatedly  to  exclaim,  that  with  the  exception  of  steam 
and  the  telegraph,  there  is  absolutely  nothing  new  under 
the  sun. 

"Within  the  massive  walls  of  the  Museum  of  IS  orthern 
Antiquities  are  jealously  guarded  vast  collections  of  the 
wonders  of  the  past,  chronologically  arranged  and  represent- 
ing every  age  in  the  history  of  the  world,  from  the  rude  era 
of  stone  to  the  present  time.  In  our  visits  to  these  relics  of 
departed  worth,  it  always  became  a  matter  of  Bismarckian 
diplomacy  with  us  to  curtail  the  Admiral's  inspection  of 
each  specimen,  for  his  love  for  old  implements  of  destruc- 
tion surpasses  comprehension,  and  might  naturally  induce 
a  stranger  to  suppose  that  his  bump  of  combativeness  was 
unusually  developed  ;  but  when  he  was  shown  an  entire 
battery  of  breech-loading  cannon,  of  wrought  iron,  taken 
out  of  a  vessel  sunk  dming  the  17th  century,  which 
seemed  to  contain  all  the  essential  points  of  modern 
breech-loading  guns,  he  stood  a  firm  and  unyielding  sen- 
tinel over  the  great  curiosity,  and  refused  peremptorily  to 
yield  an  iota  to  our  pleadings  for  time  and  other  engage- 
ments, until  he  had  examined  the  ancient  battery  to  his 
thorough  satisfaction.     These  antique  specimens  under- 
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went  an  inspection  to  which  they  were  not  accustomed, 
and  afforded  the  astonished  Admiral  more  satisfaction  and 
real  pleasure  than  the  handsomest  article  of  modern  in- 
vention. 

Among  the  many  places  of  absorbing  interest  in  this 
city,  Thorwaldsen's  Museum  stands  pre-eminent.  It  was 
erected  by  public  subscription  in  honor  of  that  truly  great 
man,  and  contains  a  large  and  superb  collection  of  his 
works,  which  offer  the  grandest  study  to  be  found  in 
Northern  Europe.  It  is  impossible  to  make  even  such  a 
rapid  survey  as  all  officers  are  frequently  compelled 
to  satisfy  themselves  with  without  experiencing  feelings 
of  reverence  for  that  surprising  genius,  who,  from  a  poor 
carpenter's  son  in  Iceland,  became  a  student  of  the  great 
Canova,  and  ultimately  surprised  the  world  by  the  marvel- 
lous beauty  and  symmetry  of  his  designs,  and  attained  the 
name  of  the  first  sculptor  of  the  age. 

The  metropolitan  church  of  the  kingdom,  or  Frue  Kirke, 
as  it  is  generally  called,  contains  over  the  altar  Thorwald- 
sen's colossal  figure  of  Christ ;  along  the  body  of  the 
church  are  set  the  twelve  Apostles,  and  its  baptismal  font 
is  supported  by  the  celebrated  kneeling  angel.  These 
fourteen  figures  are  among  the  noblest  works  of  the  great 
artist,  whose  memory  is  still  held  dear  throughout  Den- 
mark. 

There  are  many  other  places  of  deep  interest  in  this 
beautiful  city  which  will  repay  the  traveller  for  a  visit,  but 
we  must  refer  the  reader  to  the  guide-books,  or  to  the 
travellers  who  frequent  these  regions. 

During  his  sojourn  in  Copenhagen,  Admiral  Farragut, 
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accompanied  by  several  officers  and  Mr.  Yeaman,  accepted 
an  invitation  from  the  Minister  of  War  to  inspect  the 
celebrated  Crown  Battery,  a  work  whose  ramparts  were 
made  of  concrete,  moulded  into  shape  as  they  were  built. 
After  a  careful  examination,  the  Admiral  concluded  that 
the  effect  of  a  shot  upon  this  fort  would  be  to  mash  the 
part  struck,  and  not  to  disintegrate  it. 

During  this  excursion,  a  tremendous  torpedo  was  ex- 
ploded by  a  galvanic  battery  under  a  raft  of  timber  pre- 
pared for  the  occasion,  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the 
excursionists'.  The  effect  was  highly  suggestive  of  the 
disagreeable  results  of  similar  infernal  machines  upon 
hostile  vessels  of  war  entering  the  harbor ;  an  immense 
column  of  water  was  forced  high  into  the  air,  and  the 
fragments  of  timber  falling  at  great  distances  guaranteed 
the  destructive  power  of  the  hidden  enemy. 

This  was  simply  one  of  a  series  of  experiments  at  that 
time  in  progress  for  the  better  defence  of  the  city,  and 
evidently  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  Danish  officials, 
who  saw  in  the  flying  timbers  above  them  the  torn  masts 
and  spars  of  a  hostile  frigate. 

During  these  visits  with  the  Ministers  of  "War  and 
Marine,  Admiral  Farragut  was  everywhere  received  with 
that  marked  cordiality  and  distinction  which  made  assu- 
rance doubly  sure  that  his  reputation  had  become  Euro- 
pean, and  that  in  the  remotest  parts  of  the  Continent  his 
fame  had  reached  the  very  meridian  of  greatness. 

A  little  incident  of  the  Admiral's  visit  at  Copenhagen 
throws  a  pleasant  light  upon  more  than  one  manly  trait 
of  his  character. 
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From  the  moment  of  his  arrival  in  the  city  he  had 
instituted  a  diligent  search  for  the  family  of  his  old  friend 
Mr.  Gierlew,  who  had  been  uniformly  kind  to  him  nearly 
fifty  years  ago,  while  Oonsul-General  of  the  kingdom  of 
Denmark  to  the  Government  of  Tunis.  At  that  time 
Admiral  Fari-agut  was  a  midshipman  on  board  the  Wash- 
ington, and  during  the  cruise  along  the  coast  of  Africa 
received  much  attention  from  Mr.  Gierlew,  who  seems 
from  the  first  to  have  conceived  a  wonderful  fancy  for  his 
youthful  friend. 

After  several  days'  inquiry,  the  United  States  Consul, 
Mr.  Heckscher,  informed  him  that  his  old  friend  was 
deceased,  but  had  left  a  daughter  married  to  a  blind  man, 
a  literary  gentleman,  living  at  Elsinore,  who  made  a 
scanty  living  by  writing  for  periodicals.  The  Admiral  at 
once  sought  them  out,  and,  ascertaining  their  condition, 
took  immediate  steps  to  relieve  their  distress  by  presenting 
them  with  a  very  substantial  token  of  his  regard. 

While  with  them,  he  was  shown  a  letter  written  by 
him  to  her  father  half  a  century  ago.  It  reads  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  TTnited  States  Maeinb  Hospital, 
"  Pisa,  January  27,  1819. 

"  My  deae  Sie — I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  had 
a  pleasant  ride  out  last  evening  with  a  young  Jewess,  who 
was  very  easy  and  agreeable  in  her  conversation,  so  that  1 
did  not  repent  in  the  least  my  late  ride,  as  we  contrived  to 
make  the  time  pass. 

"  I  have  also  to  inform  you  that  this  morning,  after 
rising  from  my  bed  at  eleven  o'clock  (to  my  shame),  and 
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after  mature  reflection,  I  determined  to  repair  immedi- 
ately to  Messina  and  join  the  Squadron.  You  may  be  a 
little  surprised  at  so  sudden  a  determination,  but  you 
know  it  is  the  duty  of  a  person  of  my  profession  to  decide 
quick,  and  execute  with  promptness  and  spirit. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
"  Sincerely  I  remain  your  young  friend, 

(Signed)  "  D.  Gr.  Faebagut. 

"  To  Mr.  a.  C.  Gibklbw, 

"  Gonsul- General  to  His  Danish  Majesty  for  Tunis.'''' 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  observed  that  our  Admi- 
ral's well-known  admiration  for  the  society  of  the  fair  sex 
commenced  at  a  very  early  age,  and  also  that  the  same 
feelings  which  nerved  him  to  brave  the  dangers  of  !New 
Orleans,  Port  Hudson,  and  Mobile  Bay  were  simply  the 
development  of  the  early-instilled  principles  of  duty, 
which  tauglit  him  to  "  decide  quick  and  execute  with 
promptness  and  spirit "  in  1819. 

This  action  of  the  Admiral  was  reported  to  the  King, 
and  on  the  occasion  of  the  royal  entertainment  His 
Majesty  said :  "  Admiral  Farragut,  I  have  heard  to-day  of 
your  doing  an  act  which  does  credit  to  your  head  as  well 
as  your  heart :  in  your  prosperity,  even,  you  have  not  for- 
gotten the  friends  of  your  childhood,"  and  added  that  he 
knew  the  family  whom  the  Admiral  had  sought  out  and 
relieved,  and  assured  him  that  in  times  past  they  had 
always  been  good  subjects  and  firm  supporters  of  his  Gov- 
ernment. 

On  the  afternoon  of  September  20,  Admiral  Farragut  re- 
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turned  to  his  flag-ship,  and  orders  were  at  once  given  to 
"  prepare  for  sea."  Officers  came  lazily  off  from  the  shore, 
with  their  carpet-bags  stored  with  amber  and  gloves,  the 
two  specialties  of  the  city  ;  and  bumboats  crowded  around 
to  make  their  sales  to  the  "  floating  hotel,"  which  daily 
consumed  sufficient  provisions  to  maintain  a  regiment. 

Shortly  afterward,  the  cry  of  "  All  hands  up  anchor ! " 
was  heard  from  the  boatswain,  and  at  two  o'clock  our  ves- 
sel moved  slowly  forward,  followed  by  the  Canandaigua 
and  Ticonderoga,  who  parted  company  on  the  following 
day,  each  proceeding  on  a  special  cruise.  Immediately 
after  getting  under  way,  the  Danish  ensign  was  hoisted 
at  the  fore  and  saluted,  a  compliment  speedily  acknow- 
ledged by  the  fort,  with  the  Stars  and  Stripes  flying,  and 
answering  with  gun  for  gun. 

Thus  terminated  our  visit  to  this  delightful  capital, 
where,  as  in  Sweden  and  Russia,  our  reception  was  more 
than  a  simple  recognition  to  the  representative  man  of 
our  nation. 

In  our  brief  sojoui'u  in  Denmark  we  became  much 
attached  to  the  people,  for  there  is  a  manliness  about 
them  which  appeals  most  strongly  to  Anglo-Saxon  hearts. 
This  feeling  was  much  enhanced  by  the  kindness  and 
attention  of  the  Government  officials,  and  of  our  very 
popular  representative,  Mr.  Yeaman,  and  his  accom- 
plished family,  and  also  by  our  deep  interest  in  the  won- 
derful history  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  impossible  to  recall  the  prominent  scenes  of  her 
long,  tragic  life,  without  entertaining  an  admiration  for 
the  resolute  will  which  has  maintained  her  territorial 
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boundary  and  national  dignity  for  so  many  centuries 
against  so  many  formidable  combinations. 

Originally  the  ruling  centre  of  the  Scandinavian  race, 
Denmark  now  appears  but  as  a  spot  upon  the  map  of  the 
world ;  and  yet  her  people  can  point  with  just  pride  to  a 
past  record  which  is  brilliant  with  examples  of  the  daring 
and  prowess  of  their  ancestors,  and  to  annals  resplendent 
with  the  names  and  works  of  some  of  the  greatest  poets 
and  philosophers  of  the  age. 

Who  that  is  fond  of  the  mysteries  of  early  periods  has 
not  read  of  the  mythological  power  of  Odin,  and  of  his 
fabled  pleasures  in  his  superb  palace  of  Yalhalla  ?  or  who 
does  not  linger  with  delight  over  the  wonderful  history 
of  good  old  King  Canute?  Who  has  not  heard  of  Thor- 
waldsen,  the  sculptor;  of  Baggesen  and  Oehlenschlager, 
the  great  poets;  of  Ingermann,  the  romance-writer;  of 
Henrik  Hertz,  the  dramatist,  and  Hans  Christian  Andersen, 
the  novelist  ?  What  school-boy  does  not  know  of  Malte 
Brun's  geography?  What  savans  do  not  revere  the 
memory  of  Tycho  Brahe,  the  illustrious  astronomer? 

It  is  not  surprising  that  a  nation  which  has  produced 
such  spirits,  and  which  has  enacted  such  a  conspicuous 
part  in  the  world's  drama  should  possess  a  more  than 
ordinary  interest  in  the  eyes  of  the  travellers  who  an- 
nually visit  her  well-diked  shores. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  such  ruminations  that  we  lin- 
gered upon  the  deck  of  the  frigate,  and  contemplated  the 
receding  landmarks  of  Denmark.  It  was  Friday  after- 
noon, and  the  sailors,  true  to  their  ancient  superstitions, 
looked   ominously  upon   our  departure,  and   prophesied 
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all  manner  of  evil  for  the  Admiral's  temerity.  The 
officers,  too,  were  not  slow  in  endorsing  the  augury ;  for 
it  was  a  rather  "  squirmy "  season  of  the  year,  and  the 
weather-signs  looked  "ugly" — but  we  reflected  that 
"sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof,"  and  let  the 
barometer  tumble  down  unheeded.  In  this  mood  we  re- 
passed Elsinore,  and  then,  sweeping  along  the  Oattegat, 
headed  toward  Skagen,  the  northern  cape  of  Jutland, 
looked  defiantly  at  the  elements,  and  prepared  for  the 
worst. 

Before  leaving  his  anchorage,  the  Admiral  addressed 
the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Yeaman,  expressive  of  his  ap- 
preciation of  his  great  kindness  and  attention : 

"  TJ.  S.  Flag-ship  FramMin, 
"  OFF  Copenhagen,  Sept.  20,  1867. 

"  My  deae  Sir — ^I  cannot  leave  without  expressing  to 
you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  attention,  not  only 
to  me,  but  to  the  officers  of  my  squadron,  both  officially 
and  unofficially,  during  our  short  stay  at  Copenhagen,  and 
I  assure  you  that  it  will  at  all  times  be  most  gratifying  to 
me  to  hear  of  your  prosperity  in  the  important  position 
you  now  hold,  or  in  any  other  which  it  may  please  the 
Government  to  bestow  upon  you. 

"  With  my  kind  wishes  to  Mrs.  Yeaman  and  family, 
"  I  remain,  very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  "  D.  G-.  Faebagut. 

"  Admiral  Commanding 
"European  Squadron. 

"  To  His  Bxoellenoy  Geo.  H.  Teaman, 

"  TI.  S.  Minister,  C<^mhagen." 
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To  this  Mr.  Teaman  returned  the  following  reply : 

"Legation  of  the  TJnitbd  States, 
"  Copenhagen,  23d  Sept.  1867. 

"Mt  deae  Sie — I  know  not  how  to  thank  you  suffi- 
ciently for  your  kind' and  flattering  letter  of  the  20th  inst., 
addressed  to  me  just  before  your  departure  from  Copen- 
hagen. 

"I  and  my  family  have  so  much  enjoyed  the  visit  of 
yourself  and  officers,  and  of  Mrs.  Farragut  and  the  other 
ladies,  that  your  parting  attention  seems  to  us  like  double 
and  unexpected  happiness. 

"  In  testimony  of  my  own  appreciation,  I  beg  your  per- 
mission to  borrow,  and  adopt  as  my  own,  the  last  senti- 
ment which  the  King  of  Denmark  proposed  to  you  at  his 
table  on  Thursday  evening. 

"  Mrs.  Teaman,  Miss  Triplett,  and  myself  desire  to  be 
remembered  with  the  liveliest  regard  to  the  ladies,  and  to 
your  gallant  officers. 

"  Personally  and  officially  I  thank  you  and  them,  and 
congratulate  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
States  for  the  very  favorable  impression  which  has  been 
made  in  Northern  Europe  by  your  cruise  in  the  Baltic 
and  adjacent  waters. 

"  Our  naval  science  has  been  illustrated,  and  our  politi- 
cal institutions  honored;   while  socially  and   politically 
Americans  have  acquired  an  increased  consideration, 
"  I  remain,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

(Signed)  "  Geo.  H.  Teakan. 

"Admiral  D.  G-.  Fabbagut,  etc." 


COPENHAGEN.  133 

On  another  occasion,  Mr.  Teaman  spoke  of  the  "  sin- 
cerity of  the  respect  and  admiration  shown  to  the  Ad- 
miral ; "  and  in  his  letter  upon  the  subject  of  his  reception 
in  Copenhagen  remarks :  "  Of  course  he  was  honored  as  the 
first  character  of  the  American  navy ;  but  there  was  some- 
thing in  his  history,  his  appearance,  and  his  manners  that 
drew  people  to  him  as  a  man,  and  reminds  one  of  the  inter- 
est taken  in  Franklin  at  several  capitals  in  Europe  during 
the  Eevolution."  Several  instances  are  mentioned  by  him 
where  accomplished  officers  expressed  the  greatest  desire 
even  to  "  see  the  American  Admiral ; "  all  of  whom  were 
extremely  gratified  at  their  courteous  reception,  by  the 
Viking  himself,  on  board  the  flag-ship. 

In  referring  to  this  visit  in  his  diplomatic  correspon- 
dence, Mr.  Teaman  concludes  a  letter  in  the  following 
eulogistic  terms : — 

"  I  desire  to  render  my  distinct  and  emphatic  testimony 
of  the  extremely  happy  and  favorable  impression  which 
the  accomplished  officers  of  the  Admiral's  fleet  have  made 
on  this  Court  and  on  public  opinion  here.  *  *  *  Wherever 
they  have  gone,  the  eflfect  of  their  visit  and  their  inter- 
course with  society  has  been  an  unmixed  advantage  to 
our  reputation  and  to  our  political  interests." 

In  a  subsequent  letter  from  our  Minister,  written  after 
the  return  home  of  the  flag-ship,  that  gentleman  congrat- 
ulates the  Admiral  upon  the  real  service  rendered  by  his 
cruise  to  Denmark,  and  adds :  "  Often  have  you  been  in- 
quired after  here  by  all  your  friends,  for  I  may  truly  call 
them  such,  from  the  King  and  the  whole  royal  family  to 
the  naval  cadets  and  attaches  of  legations.    Indeed,  it  has. 
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often  seemed  to  me  that  the  feeling  toward  you  on  the 
part  of  many  here  was  something  more  than  respect  and 
admiration,  and  that  it  amounted  to  an  affectionate  re- 
gard." 

Testimonials  from  such  a  source  afford  the  most 
gratifying  evidence  that  among  the  Danes,  the  Admiral's 
visit  was  one  of  advantage  to  our  country  and  to  our 
people,  and  that  the  great  "  pleasure-trip,"  as  it  has  been 
called,  did  more  to  elevate  and  illustrate  our  naval  power 
than  any  expedition  ever  fitted  out  for  foreign  seas. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

I'ASSAGE  TO  ENGLAIfD — STOEM   IN  THE  NOETH  SEA ABEITAL 

XUfT)   EECEPTION   IN   LONDON VISITS   TO   DOCK-TAUDS   WITH 

L0ED8     OE     THE     ADMIEALTT BANQUETS      OP     PEINCE     DE 

JOINTILLE,    VIOE-ADMIEALS   MILNE   A2«)   DACEES,    AND    THE 

DUCHESS   DOWAGEE   OF   SOMEESET VISITS  TO  TWICKENHAM, 

WINDSOE,  HAMPTON  COUET,  AND  SYDENHAM,  JLND  PLACES 
OF  INTEEEST  EST  THE  METEOPOLIS — VISIT  TO  GUNNEET 
PEACTICE   AT    SHOEBUETNESS — EECEPTION    ON    FEAI^KLIN. 

IT  was  during  our  short  voyage  to  England  that  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  experiencing  my  first  storm  at  sea,  and 
I  confess  that  I  inwardly  prayed  it  might  prove  my  last. 
I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  majesty  and  grandeur  of  the 
ocean,  and  when  standing  upon  its  shores  can  apostro- 
phize its  glories  with  due  fervor.  I  love  its  ceaseless  roll, 
its  mighty  roar,  and  the  dashing  of  its  waters,  and  when 
viewed  from  "  Old  Long  Island's  sea-girt  shore,"  or  the 
bolder  sand-bluff  of  Long  Branch,  can  fully  appreciate  the 
spirit  which  its  mysterious  wonders  inspire ;  but  I  have 
yet  to  learn  to  recognize  any  particular  romance  in  being 
tossed  about  like  a  shuttlecock  in  the  midst  of  a  raging 
nor'wester,  or  in  the  wonderful  poetry  of  motion  which 
"ancient  mariners"  discover  in  the  evolutions  of  a  huge 
frigate  in  the  trough  of  an  equinoctial  sea. 

It  was  with  these  sentiments  that  I  arose  on  the  event- 
fill  morning  of  September  21st,  shortly  after  our  vessel 
had  passed  the  "  Skaw,"  and  we  were  steaming  against  a 
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head-wind  into  the  German  Ocean  on  our  way  to  England, 
with  full  assurance  of  the  equinoctial  whispering  "be- 
ware "  in  our  hearts,  and  the  heavens  over  us  multiplying 
their  omens  of  the  approaching  storm. 

For  three  days  and  a  half  our  frigate  contended  nobly 
against  the  elements,  and  suflEered  many  shocks  fi'om 
the  unequal  contest ;  and  although  we  came  out  victor  in 
the  end,  yet  the  discomforts  of  that  seemingly  endless 
period  forever  cured  me  of  all  anxiety  to  witness  a  second 
performance. 

"We  tossed  and  plunged,  rolled  and  heaved ;  at  one 
moment  taking  a  side-step  to  the  right,  and  at  another 
making  an  indescribable  lurch  to  the  left,  until  all  lands- 
men looked  unutterably  miserable,  and  old  tars  gloried  in 
their  discomfiture.  The  ward-room  and  steerage  became 
the  arenas  of  most  astonishing  gymnastic  performances, 
greatly  diversified  by  every  roll  of  the  ship,  and  varied  by 
many  a  crash  of  crockery  and  glassware.  Chairs  pirouetted 
across  the  decks ;  officers  raced  frantically  from  one  sup- 
port to  another,  hugging  the  stanchions  most  affection- 
ately, and  adding  to  the  general  joy  of  the  occasion  by 
singing  "  Away  down  South  in  Georgia ; "  and  servant- 
boys  tumbled  and  scrambled  about  after  "  dishes  running 
away  with  the  spoons;"  while  the  author,  presenting 
to  the  best  of  his  ability  a  picture  of  patience  on  a  monu- 
ment, endeavored  to  smile  at  the  medley  before  him, 
refiected  deeply  upon  the  coveted  joys  of  those  at  home, 
and  heartily  wished  for  a  few  square  feet  of  firm  earth, 
even  if  in  the  frozen  regions  of  Kamschatka,  upon  which 
to  "  stand  at  ease,"  for  a  change. 
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The  storm  was  not  even  a  respecter  of  persons,  for  the 
Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut,  while  endeavoring  to  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  repose  in  their  cradle  on  the  deep,  were 
unceremoniously  flung  out  upon  the  floor  of  their  cabin. 

To  prevent  a  repetition  of  such  an  unpleasant  catas- 
trophe, the  thoughtful  Admiral  resorted  to  the  expedient 
of  fastening  his  astonished  and  submissive  wife  to  the 
fighting-iolt,  with  the  identical  sword-belt  which  had 
girded  him  during  the  memorable  battles  of  Mobile,  Port 
Hudson,  and  New  Orleans. 

During  the  prevalence  of  this  gale  an  incident  occurred, 
the  narration  of  which  has  often  caused  a  smile  to  flit 
over  the  countenance  of  many  an  attentive  listener. 
Mrs.  Farragut  and  Mrs.  Pennock,  with  all  their  Spartan 
bravery,  had  been  alarmed  by  the  merciless  buflet  of  a 
very  heavy  sea  which  had  struck  the  ship  with  resistless 
fury,  and  caused  her  to  plunge  somewhat  disagreeably, 
when  the  thoughtful  Captain,  anxious  to  allay  any  unne- 
cessary anxiety  and  to  soothe  their  nervous  excitement, 
entered  the  cabin  and  assured  them  that  the  storp.  was 
rapidly  subsiding,  and  that  the  recent  wave  was  indicative 
of  an  expiring  sea.  While  engaged  in  this  Christian- 
like mission,  the  midshipman  of  the  watch  appeared  at 
the  door  and  announced :  "  The  ofiicer  of  the  deck  directs 
me  to  inform  you.  Sir,  that  the  gale  is  increasing  in  vio- 
lence ! " 

But  there  must  be  an  end  to  all  things,  even  to  gales. 
On  the  morning  of  the  25th  we  had  the  infinite  pleasure 
of  discerning  a  bright  spot  in  the  sky,  the  barometer  took 
an  upward  start,  and  shortly  afterward  the  distant  shorea 
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of  Old  England  burst  upon  our  view,  and  all  recollections 
of  recent  troubles  were  stored  away  in  the  warehouse  of 
the  past. 

On  the  same  afternoon  we  found  a  pilot,  and  shortly 
afterward  we  entered  the  broad  mouth  of  old  Father 
Thames,  and,  anchoring  below  Sheei-ness,  enjoyed  the 
quiet  of  the  river  in  contrast  with  the  agitated  surface  of 
the  German  Ocean. 

On  the  following  morning  we  moved  up  to  Sheerness, 
a  heavy  fog  preventing  further  progress,  and  sainted  with 
twenty-one  guns,  the  English  ensign  at  the  fore,  which 
was  immediately  returned  by  the  fort,  followed  by  a  per- 
sonal salute  to  the  Admiral  from  H.  B.  M.  ship  Formi- 
dable. On  that  very  day  an  article  appeared  in  an  English 
daily  paper,  expressing  surprise  that  Admiral  Farragut, 
after  visiting  Eussia  and  the  countries  of  Northern 
Europe,  should  pass  by  England^  and  endeavoring  to 
account  for  this  slight  by  the  supposition  that  the  unset- 
tled condition  of  the  Alabama  claims  had  induced  our 
Government  to  advise  such  a  course. 

Shortly  after  anchoring,  several  English  officers  came 
on  board  to  tender  their  services  to  the  Admiral,  and,  on 
behalf  of  the  military  and  naval  authorities,  to  offer  him 
a  welcome  to  England.  One  of  these,  a  staff-officer,  con- 
veyed a  dispatch  from  Yice- Admiral  Sir  Baldwin  "Walker, 
commanding  at  Gravesend,  very  kind  and  cordial  in  its 
greeting,  offering  the  facilities  of  the  dock-yard,  and 
enclosing  a  telegram  just  received  from  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  in  London,  stating,  "  The 
Board  will  be  happy  to  render  any  assistance  and  atten- 
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tion  to  Admiral  Farragut  and  his  squadron  that  may  be 
agreeable  to  him ; "  thus  inaugurating  a  reception  in  the 
mother  country  among  the  most  pleasant  in  the  records 
of  our  cruise. 

On  the  succeeding  day  the  frigate  steamed  up  the  river 
to  Gravesend,  where  the  Admiral  returned  all  the  visits 
he  had  received  and  made  preparations  to  proceed  to  the 
great  metropolis ;  the  officers  at  the  same  time  meeting 
with  a  most  cordial  welcome  to  the  regimental  club-houses 
on  shore,  and  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  the  line  and  staff 
of  the  garrison. 

On  reaching  Gravesend,  Admiral  Farragut  addressed  a 
note  to  the  United  States  Minister,  Hon.  Chas.  Francis 
Adams,  informing  him  of  his  arrival  and  of  his  desire  to  pay 
his  respects  to  him  at  any  time  he  might  appoint ;  to  which 
he  received  a  very  friendly  reply  from  Mr.  Moran,  the  ac- 
complished Secretary  of  Legation,  through  Mr.  Alward, 
Assistant  Secretary,  stating  that  "Mr.  Adams  being  ab- 
sent on  the  Continent,  it  would  afford  him  great  gratifica- 
tion to  contribute  to  his  comfort  and  pleasure  daring  his 
sojourn  iij  England." 

On  the  28th,  accompanied  by  his  staff.  Admiral  Farra- 
gut proceeded  to  London,  and  took  apartments  at  the 
Clarendon  Hotel,  where  he  was  at  once  visited  by  Mr. 
Moran,  and  the  United  States  Consul,  Mr.  Morse. 

Accompanied  by  the  former  and  part  of  his  staff,  he 
called  upon  Lord  Stanley,  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  none  of  whom  were  in 
the  city  at  this  season,  when,  indeed,  London  is  considered 
depopulated.     * 
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The  day  following,  Sunday,  was  welcomed  as  a  com- 
parative rest  from  festivities  and  ovations,  and  our  party 
gladly  seized  the  opportunity  of  attending  divine  service 
in  the  same  quiet  manner  to  which  they  had  been  accus- 
tomed at  home.  In  the  morning  we  visited  old  St.  Paul's, 
where,  over  the  crypt  which  contains  the  ashes  of  Eng- 
land's greatest  heroes,  ISTelson  and  "Wellington,  we  listened 
to  a  very  excellent  discourse  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hamilton  ; 
and  in  the  afternoon,  a  desire  as  earnest  as  it  was  irresist- 
ible led  us  within  the  walls  of  Westminster  Abbey, 
architecturally  one  of  the  noblest  edifices  ever  constructed, 
and  historically  the  most  ■  intensely  interesting  to  the 
members  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  family  throughout  the  world. 
Here  we  listened  to  an  excellent  sermon  from  Dr.  "Words- 
worth, the  son  of  the  poet,  in  which  the  eloquent  divine 
paid  a  handsome  compliment  to  American  energy  and 
perseverance,  and  the  great  work  our  country  was  doing 
in  the  cause  of  Christianity ;  and  upon  its  conclusion  were 
escorted  by  Mr.  IVEoran  and  a  shrivelled-up  beadle,  the  im- 
personation of  the  old  sexton  of  the  ballad,  through  the 
various  chapels  and  along  the  adjoining  cloisters,  and  then 
returned  by  way  of  "Whitehall,  passing  the  spot  where 
Guy  Fawkes  was  executed,  the  place  where  the  regicides 
were  beheaded,  the  house  where  the  author  of  "  Tristram 
Shandy  "  died,  and  many  other  famous  landmarks. 

Early  on  the  following  morning  Admiral  Farragut  re- 
ceived a  most  agreeable  visit  from  Yice- Admiral  Sir  Syd- 
ney Dacres,  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  who  ten- 
dered our  own  Admiral  a  most  cordial  and  friendly 
welcome  to  England,  and  placed  at  his  disposal  anything 
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and  everything  wMcla  might  facilitate  his  visiting  all 
points  of  interest  within  the  United  Kingdom. 

On  the  same  day,  and  shortly  after  the  departure  of  Sir 
Sj^dney  Dacres,  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty transmitted  a  cordial  invitation  to  Admiral  Farragnt 
and  his  staff  to  accompany  them  on  their  annual  tour  of 
inspection  of  the  famous  dock-yards  of  Woolwich,  Chat- 
ham, Sheerness,  and  Portsmouth ;  an  offer,  perhaps,  more 
consonant  with  the  desires  of  our  naval  chieftain  than  any 
possible  festivity  or  ceremony  of  welcome  in  the  world. 
The  entire  tour  was  made  as  proposed,  and  the  Admiral 
was  everywhere  received  with  all  the  honors  due  his  rank, 
and  entertained  in  the  kindest  and  most  friendly  manner. 

The  Admiralty  Board  of  Great  Britain,  then  the  host 
of  our  naval  hero,  was  composed  of  six  members,  selected 
principally  from  the  Navy  and  partly  from  civil  life. 
These  were,  Kt.  Hon.  H.  T.  L.  Corry,  M.  P.,  President; 
Yice- Admirals  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  K.  C.  B. ;  and  Sir  Sid- 
ney Dacres,  K.  0.  B. ;  Eear-Admiral  George  Henry  Sey- 
mour, C.  B.,  M.  P. ;  Eear-Admiral  Sir  John  Charles 
Dalrymple  Hay,  Bart.,  M.  P. ;  and  Charles  Du  Cane, 
M.  P. — accomplished  gentlemen,  experienced  and  able  in 
their  profession,  and  most  hospitable  and  agreeable  in  their 
social  and  official  intercourse. 

With  such  companions  and  such  opportunities,  the  Ad- 
miral's tour  of  inspection  proved  a  thoroughly  delightful 
one.  The  most  unrestricted  examination  was  afforded 
him  of  the  principal  naval  establishments  of  the  most 
famous  country  in  the  world  for  seamanship  and  naval 
war ;  and  this  technical  enjoyment  was  enhanced  by  con- 
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stant  evidence  of  the  pleasure  which  his  visit  afforded  tc 
his  professional  brethren.  There  is  something  singularly 
hearty  and  genial  in  the  pride  so  usually  felt  by  sailors  of 
one  nation  in  the  achievements  of  those  of  another.  Be- 
sides this  cosmopolitan  professional  sympathy,  the  Briton 
admires  pluck ;  and  history  proves  that  our  Admiral  is  no 
bad  impersonation  of  that  quality,  so  that  it  was  with  both 
reason  and  good  feeling  that  the  English  naval  men  com- 
plimented him  as  "  the  Nelson  of  the  age." 

In  his  official  dispatch  to  the  Department,  written 
shortly  after  his  departure  from  London,  Admiral  Farra- 
gut  alludes  in  some  detail  to  the  pleasure  afforded  him  by 
this  tour,  and  concludes  by  saying  that  he  "  was  much 
gratified  not  only  by  what  he  saw,  but  by  the  great  cour- 
tesy invariably  bestowed  upon  him  and  his  officers." 

Upon  the  return  of  the  Admiral  from  his  professional 
excursion  he  was  fairly  besieged  with  visitors,  and  invita- 
tions to  entertainments  proffered  by  many  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  the  metropolis.  Although  London 
was  said  to  be  deserted,  and  we  were  constantly  assured 
that  aU  the  world  and  his  family  had  gone  into  the  coun- 
try, yet  the  number  of  eminent  personages  who  daily 
called  at  the  Clarendon  seemed  to  justify  the  presumption 
that  either  the  world  had  suddenly  returned,  or  that  a  new 
population  had  been  extemporized  on  purpose  to  represent 
the  capital  and  to  entertain  the  Admiral.  Every  possible 
moment  was  occupied  with  engagements,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  the  hours  of  rest  were  encroached  upon  by  atten- 
tions so  freely  and  generously  bestowed. 

On  October  1st,  armed  with  a  special  order  to  Colonel 
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Whimper  from  Sir  John  Burgoyne,  Constable  of  the 
Tower, — who  says  in  his  note,  "  If  I  can  be  of  any  use  in 
procuring  the  Admiral  facilities  for  seeing  anything  else, 
or  recommendations  to  anybody,  I  will  attend  to  it  at 
once," — we  made  an  excursion  to  that  historic  state-prison 
and  palace,  and  there  passed  several  hours  in  examining 
the  tower  itself,  its  collections  and  its  records. 

Escorted  by  a  stout  old  English  yeoman,  we  entered  the 
gloomy  portal,  passed  by  the  traitors'  gate,  ascended  the 
narrow  staircase  to  the  spot  beneath  which  rest  the  ashes 
of  the  unfortunate  Princes,  and  then  crossed  to  the  White 
Tower,  where  are  fantastically  grouped  and  displayed  the 
weapons  and  armor  of  every  century. 

With  a  morbid  desire  to  ''feed  our  thoughts  upon  the 
lotos-fruit  imagination  yields,"  some  of  our  party  were 
locked  up  within  the  narrow  cell  in  which  Guy  Fawkes 
was  once  allowed  much  time  but  little  space  to  reflect 
upon  his  fate,  and  afterward  within  the  more  roomy  dun- 
geon where  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  imprisoned.  And 
then,  in  further  imitation  of  the  fates  of  these  ancient 
sufiferers,  our  necks  were  pleasantly  adjusted  upon  the 
very  block  upon  which  the  stateliest  and  the  loveliest  had 
been  beheaded,  and  our  limbs  encased  with  the  instru- 
ments with  which  statesmen  and  nobles  had  been  tortured. 

The  kind-hearted  Admiral  considered  this  as  evidence 
of  a  most  corrupt  nature,  and  delivered  a  short  lecture 
upon  this  imaginary  reproduction  of  the  horrors  of  a  cruel 
and  vindictive  age. 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  in  English  waters,  the  Prince 
de  Joinville  visited  the  Franklm,  and  was  received  by 
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Captain  Pennock  witli  the  customary  honors ;  but  finding 
that  the  Admiral  was  in  London,  he  returned  to  that  city 
and  addressed  him  a  very  friendly  note,  inviting  him,  with 
Mrs.  Farragut,  Mrs.  Pennock,  and  the  staff,  to  breakfast 
at  his  villa  near  Twickenham  Station,  saying :  "  I  heard 
of  your  arrival  in  the  Thames,  and  am  very  anxious  to  do 
something  that  may  contribute  to  the  enjoyment  of  your 
stay  in  this  country." 

An  immediate  acceptance  of  this  courteous  invitation 
of  the  principal  representative  of  the  House  of  Orleans  was 
transmitted,  and  on  the  following  day  a  second  note  was 
received  from  this  distinguished  nobleman,  which  was  so 
expressive  of  his  kind  sentiments  toward  the  United 
States  that  I  transcribe  the  principal  portion  of  it : 

"  Tour  kind  note  is  just  come  to  hand,  and  I  hasten  to 
assure  you  that  the  Princess  de  Joinville  and  myself  will 
be  highly  gratified  to  receive  you,  Mrs.  Farragut,  and 
party  on  Tuesday  morning,  to  breakfast  at  twelve ;  after 
which  we  could  go  and  visit  Richmond  Park,  Hampton 
Court,  and  Kew  Gardens.  .  .  .  All  these  places  are 
in  close  vicinity,  and  very  English. 

"  Although  so  fatiguing  for  you,  I  am  glad  to  see  the 
Admiralty  showing  to  you  the  respect  that  you  have  so 
gallantly  won.  I  have  admired  your  fine  frigate,  and  am 
very  thankful  to  Captain  Pennock  for  his  kind  reception. 

"  Anticipating  the  great  pleasure  of  your  amiable  visit, 
"  I  remain  very  sincerely  yours, 

"  Fe.  d'Oeleans, 
"  Prince  de  Joinville." 

At  the  appointed  time,  the  Admiral,  accompanied  by 
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Mrs.  Farragut,  Mrs.  Pennock,  Captain  Le  Eoy,  Messrs. 
Watson,  Kane,  and  Montgomery,  proceeded  to  Twicken- 
ham Station,  and  from  thence  were  driven  over  to  his 
beautiful  country  seat,  Claremont,  which  is  pleasantly 
situated  on  the  margin  of  the  gentle  Thames. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  villa,  we  were  most  cordially 
greeted  by  the  Prince  and  Princess  de  Joinville  and  by 
the  Due  de  Chartres,  formerly  an  officer  upon  the  staff  of 
General  McClellan,  and  with  his  brother,  le  Comte  de  Paris, 
for  some  time  associated  with  the  history  of  the  glorious 
old  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

After  partaking  of  a  most  sumptuous  entertainment, 
modestly  called  a  breakfast,  we  were  escorted  by  our 
princely  hosts  through  Bushy  Park,  a  magnificent  enclo- 
sure filled  with  deer ;  and  then,  after  passing  Pope's  villa 
and  Walpole's  house  at  Strawberry  Hill,  paid  a  visit  to 
the  famous  old  palace  of  Hampton  Court. 

After  examining  tliis  relic  of  power  and  ambition, 
and  the  superb  grounds  surrounding  it,  we  were  driven 
through  Richmond,  from  which  we  enjoyed  a  magni- 
ficent view  of  the  Thames  murmuring  gently  along  in  its 
course  between  banks  fringed  with  the  loveliest  foliage. 
Thence  we  made  a  hxirried  detour  through  the  celebrated 
Kew  Gardens,  and  after  admiring  the  rare  palms  and 
exotics  with  which  it  is  filled,  returned  to  our  city  head- 
quarters much  delighted  with  the  entertainment  and  grati- 
fied beyond  measure  with  our  friendly  reception. 

The  Admiral  remained  in  London  for  two  weeks,  during 
which  period  his  time  was  most  pleasantly  occupied  in 
official  visiting  and  sight-seeing  by  day  and  in  entertain- 
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ments  of  a  ti'uly  delightful  character  by  night ;  insomuch 
that  his  sojourn  resembled  a  continuous  ovation. 

During  the  first  week  after  his  arrival,  he  was  enter- 
tained by  Yice- Admirals  Sir  Sydney  Dacres  and  Sir  Alex- 
ander Milne,  meeting  at  either  place  several  prominent 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  who  gladly  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  to  extend  him  a  most  cordial 
welcome  to  England. 

He  also  received  a  very  friendly  note  from  Major-Gren- 
eral  Lawrence,  of  the  army,  residing  at  Clapham  Com- 
mon, inviting  him  to  a  banquet,  and  offering  him  "  a 
soldier's  welcome  to  a  soldier's  home ; "  which  his  other 
engagements  pi-evented  him  from  accepting. 

About  the  same  time  letters  were  ]-eceived  from  Mr. 
Dudley,  American  Consul  at  Liverpool,  and  Mr.  Abbot, 
Consul  at  Sheffield,  inviting  the  Admiral  to  visit  these 
cities ;  the  latter  enclosing  a  special  invitation  from  the 
Cutlers'  Association,  requesting  him  to  dine  with  them  at 
their  annual  banquet,  one  of  the  principal  anniversary 
feasts  of  that  great  manufacturing  emporium  ;  and  during 
the  same  evening  he  received  a  visit  from  Mr.  John  C. 
Deane,  Secretary  of  the  Anglo-American  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, conveying  a  letter  from  that  body,  and  in  the  hand- 
somest terms  tendering  the  use  of  the  Atlantic  Cable  "  to 
transmit  to  America,  free  of  charge,  any  messages  which 
he  or  Mrs.  Farragut  might  desire  to  send,"  at  the  same 
time  informing  him  that  Mr.  Cyrus  W.  Field,  of  New 
York,  had  been  telegraphed  to,  to  arrange  for  similar  faci- 
lities on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  All  these  atten- 
tions, with  many  more  not  enumerated,  conferred  great 
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and  sincere  pleasure,  especially  as  they  gave  every  sign  of 
springing  from  thoroughly  genuine  good  feeling. 

It  may  easily  be  imagined,  that  to  accomplish  the  de- 
sired amount  of  sight-seeing  at  the  same  time  with  the 
necessary  visits  and  returns  of  visits  was  no  easy  matter. 
Indeed,  a  systematic  plan  of  operations  for  each  day'g 
work  was  a  daily  study  in  our  councils,  and  it  was  only 
by  such  means  that  it  was  rendered  possible  to  visit  many 
places  of  the  utmost  interest. 

In  all  such  plans,  and  often  in  the  tours  which  were  ex- 
ecuted in  pursuance  of  them,  we  had  the  benefit  of  the 
unfailing  and  apparently  unlimited  information  of  Mr. 
Moran,  Secretary  of  Legation. 

"With  him  as  a  walking  gazetteer,  our  party  one  day 
visited  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  occupied  temporary 
seats  on  the  woolsack,  contrasted  the  two  small  chambers 
with  the  moi'e  imposing  and  grander  halls  within  the 
Capitol  at  Washington,  and  then  returned  through  the 
Zoological  Gardens,  Eegent  and  Hyde  Parks,  along  the 
historic  by-ways  of  the  metropolis. 

At  the  next  opportunity,  chaperoned  by  Mr.  Eykyn, 
and  fortified  with  an  order  from  the  Grand  Chamberlain, 
a  pilgrimage  was  made  to  old  "Windsor  Castle,  where  we 
were  politely  conducted  through  the  private  apartments 
of  the  Queen,  which  exhibit  the  comforts  of  a  real  home, 
and  then  to  the  battlements,  from  which  there  is  a  noble 
view,  on  the  one  side,  of  the  Thames,  and  the  "  antique 
spires"  of  Eton  beyond;  and,  on  the  other,  of  the  castle 
grounds,  studded  with  flowers  and  forest-trees,  and  among 
them  a  pretty  little  enclosure,  marking  the   spot  where 
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Heme's  Oak  once  spread  its  branches  above  the  gambols 
of  fairies.  The  park  and  gardens  are  truly  magnifi- 
cent, and  their  fresh  modern  keeping  and  air  of  elegance 
contrast  very  strongly  with  the  grim  walls  of  the  old 
kingly  residence. 

At  the  time  of  this  visit  Her  Majesty  was  absent  at 
Balmoral ;  but  the  order  of  the  Grand  Chamberlain  se- 
cured evegcj  attention,  and  afforded  unusual  facilities  for  a 
thorough  inspection  of  the  royal  homestead. 

On  the  same  evening  we  returned  to  London,  in  time 
to  accept  an  invitation  to  occupy  the  Queen's  box  at  the 
Drury  Lane  Theatre.  King  John  was  the  play,  and  all 
save  the  Admiral  were  delighted  with  the  representation. 
The  scene  where  Hubert  so  resolvedly  assures  Prince 
Ai'thur  that  he  is  about  to  burn  out  his  eyes  affected  him 
wonderfully,  and  he  observed  that  it  seemed  to  be  a  fatal- 
ity with  him  to  witness  a  harrowing  tragedy,  either  on 
the  canvas  in  any  picture-gallery  he  might  visit,  or  en- 
acted on  the  stage  of  any  theatre  to  which  he  was  specially 
invited. 

On  the  following  day,  several  hours  were  very  pleas- 
antly spent  in  strolling  through  the  Crystal  Palace  at 
Sydenham,  and  the  lovely  grounds  adjoining,  stopping  in 
a  little  out-building  to  pay  our  respects  to  the  disjointed 
timbers  of  the  famous  "raft"  which  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
and  yet  failed  to  win  the  celebrity  it  deserved. 

These  little  pilgrimages  by  day  served  in  some  measure 
to  counteract  the  many  dissipations  forced  upon  the  Ad- 
miral by  the  banquets  of  every  night.  Among  the  most 
delightful  of  these  were  those  given  in  his  honor  by  Her 
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Grace  the  Duchess  Dowager  of  Somerset,  at  her  residence 
in  Park  Lane. 

This  highly  accomplished  lady,  well  known  throughout 
England  in  former  days  as  the  belle  of  London,  had  con- 
ceived a  great  liking  for  Americans  generally,  and  for  Ad- 
miral Farragut  in  particular.  On  the  day  after  his 
arrival  she  had  called  to  pay  her  respects  to  himself  and 
Mrs.  Farragut,  and  during  our  short  sojourn  there  it  was 
our  good  fortune  to  dine  with  Her  Grace  upon  three  dif- 
ferent occasions. 

At  the  first  banquet,  Lord  Stanley,  Secretary  of  For- 
eign Affairs,  was  present  to  meet  the  Admiral,  with  seve- 
ral other  celebrities ;  and  at  the  others  we  met  Yice- Ad- 
miral and  Lady  Milne ;  Sir  Henry  Corry,  President  of  the 
Admiralty  Board ;  Sir  Michael  and  Lady  Stuart,  the  latter 
a  daughter  of  the  Marquis  of  Westminster ;  Lord  Fitzroy 
KeUy ;  Mr.  Babage,  the  celebrated  mathematician  ;  Lord 
Blaqui^re,  Belgian  Minister ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milner  Gibson 
and  daughter,  and  several  of  the  attaches  of  the  different 
legations. 

These  entertainments  were  as  elegantly  luxurious  in 
their  appointments,  and  the  company  and  conversation 
were  as  brilliant,  as  might  be  expected  from  the  high 
position  and  refined  taste  of  the  noble  hostess.  Every- 
thing was  Americanized  in  honor  of  the  distinguished 
guest.  Even  the  menus  were  headed  with  the  eagle 
within  a  cluster  of  stars,  grasping  in  his  talons  the  "red, 
white,  and  blue."  The  same  emblem  surmounted  sundry 
of  the  entremets,  while  the  dessert  included  "wierm^wes  d 
VAmvral  Fa/rragut." 
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Among  the  many  other  civilities  extended  to  the  Admi- 
ral while  in  London,  we  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  he 
and  Captains  Pennock  and  Le  Koy  were  made  non-resi- 
dent members  of  the  "Eeform,"  "Conservative,"  and 
"  United  Service  "  Clubs,  being  admitted  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  strangers  in  those  celebrated  institutions. 
He  also  received  a  very  cordial  invitation  from  the  Lord 
Mayor  to  the  civic  anniversary  dinner  on  October  25th, 
which,  unfortunately,  prior  engagements  forced  him  to 
decline.  At  the  same  time  the  Lady  Mayoress  called  to 
pay  her  respects  to  Mrs.  Farragut. 

On  the  morning  of  October  12th,  the  Admiral,  accom- 
panied by  his  suite,  took  the  cars  at  Charing-Cross  station, 
and  in  the  midst  of  a  fog  dense  enough  to  be  "  cut  with  a 
knife,"  proceeded  to  Gravesend,  where  he  went  on  board 
the  Frolic,  and  steamed  down  the  river  to  the  Frank- 
lin, lying  off  Sheerness,  and  within  his  own  comfortable 
cabins  he  enjoyed  the  quiet  of  the  succeeding  Sunday. 

On  the  14th,  having  received  an  invitation,  through 
Yice-Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  to  attend  the  gunnery 
experiments  then  in  progress  at  Shoeburyness,  Admiral 
Farragut,  accompanied  by  his  staff.  Sir  Baldwin  Walker, 
and  Rear-Admiral  Astley  Cooper  Key,  acting  Director- 
General  of  Naval  Ordnance,  proceeded  to  the  designated 
place,  and  on  landing  was  very  courteously  received  by 
Colonel  Fisher  and  Major  Curtis,  of  the  Eoyal  Artillery. 
The  commanding  officer,  Colonel  F.  Eardley  Wilmot,  R.A., 
addressed  him  a  note,  deeply  regretting  that  he  was  obliged 
to  be  absent,  not  only  because  he  missed  the  opportunity 
of  showing  the  practice  to  a  distinguished  officer,  but  also 
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because  he  remembered  the  many  kindnesses  he  had  re- 
ceived from  officers  of  the  United  States  navy  and  army." 

On  this  occasion,  experiments  were  being  made  with 
the  terrible  15-inch  gun  of  American  invention  and  the 
English  9-inch  rifled  gun,  and,  naturally,  the  contest 
became  intensely  interesting  to  an  advocate  of  the  former, 
and  a  firm  believer  in  the  general  superiority  of  "  home 
manufactures." 

The  result  of  this  practice  proved  pretty  conclusively 
that  the  "  Rodman  "  produces  the  more  desl/ructi/ve  efiects ; 
and  while  the  English  claim  that  the  conical  shot  of  their 
9-inch  gun,  weighing  250  pounds,  will  accomplish  a  greater 
'penetration,  they  readily  admit  that  the  15-inch  has  the 
greater  crushing  j)Ower — an  important  difierence  upon  the 
hull  of  a  vessel. 

After  receiving  the  most  distinguished  attentions,  in- 
specting everything  of  interest  about  the  school  and  the 
grounds,  and  being  entertained  in  the  kindest  and  most 
hospitable  manner,  the  Admiral  returned  to  the  flag-ship 
in  time  to  welcome  on  board  Yice -Admiral  Sir  Baldwin 
and  Lady  "Walker,  and  many  officers  of  the  dock-yard  and 
garrison,  who,  with  their  wives  and  daughters,  created  quite 
an  agreeable  diversion  upon  the  decks  of  the  Franklin. 

Although  this  excursion  might  be  considered  almost  an 
impromptu  affair,  it  proved  a  most  pleasant  one,  and  be- 
came a  very  appropriate  drop-curtain  to  our  charming 
visit  to  the  great  metropolis  and  its  vicinity.  The  guests 
remained  on  board  until  evening,  and  retired  with  the 
expression  of  many  wishes  for  a  "  Ion  voyage "  for  the 
morrow,  and  a  speedy  return  to  the  waters  of  the  Thames. 


CHAPTEE  XYII. 

DEPAETUEE    FEOM    SHBEENESS AEEIVAL   AND   EEOEPTION   IN 

POETSMOUTH — VISIT     OF     THE    LOEDS    OF    THE    ADMIEALTT 

AND    H.     E.     H.     THE     DUKE     OF    OAMBEIDGE ^DEPAETUEE 

FEOM     POETSMOUTH — AEEIVAL     AND     EEOEPTION     IN     PLY- 
MOUTH. 

ON  the  morning  of  October  16,  we  got  under  way 
and  proceeding  down  the  great  commercial  artery  of 
England,  passed  through  the  Downs  in  the  afternoon,  and 
in  exactly  twenty-four  hours  after  our  departure  from 
Sheerness  arrived  off  Spithead,  and  shortly  afterward 
anchored  in  that  celebrated  roadstead,  known  among 
sailors  as  the  "  king's  bedchamber." 

The  customary  salutes  were  exchanged  with  the  garri- 
son and  Her  Majesty's  ship  Victory,'  the  flag-ship  of  Ad- 
miral Sir  Thomas  S.  Pasley,  commander-in-chief  of  that 
station  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  to  re- 
ceive the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  on  the  following  day 
were  completed,  and  the  many  tenders  of  welcome  and 
hospitality  conveyed  to  him  by  several  officers  of  the  royal 
navy  were  duly  received  and  acknowledged.  Admiral  Farra- 
gut,  with  his  staff.  Commander  Harmony,  and  Mr.  George 
Eaker,  United  States  Consul,  proceeded  to  the  dockyard, 
where  carriages  were  in  readiness  to  convey  them  to  the 
residences  of  the  military,  naval,  and  civil  authorities,  by 
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all  of  whom  he  was  received  with  the  usual  flattering 
demonstrations.  During  this  visit  he  was  compelled  to 
decline  a  very  pressing  invitation  of  the  Mayor,  to  meet 
the  corporation  of  the  city  at  a  breakfast. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  flag-ship  was  placed  in 
proper  order  for  the  reception  of  the  many  visitors  who 
had  enrolled  themselves  for  the  occasion,  and  officers  and 
men  were  soon  summoned  to  tender  a  fitting  welcome  to 
Admiral  Pasley,  Rear-Admiral  Wellesley,  and  Captain 
Seymour.  Shortly  afterward  the  excitement  increased  by 
the  arrival,  in  a  special  train  from  London,  of  a  deputation 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  consisting  of  the  Kight 
Hon.  Henry  Thomas  Lowry  Corry,  M.P. ;  Yice- Admiral 
Sir  Alexander  Milne,  K.C.B. ;  Captain  T.  Erandreth,  ac- 
companied by  Eear- Admiral  Astley  Cooper  Key,  C.B.,  the 
Director-General  of  Naval  Ordnance. 

On  coming  on  board  their  Lordships  were  received 
with  all  the  honors,  the  yards  were  manned,  and  the  Eng- 
lish flag,  hoisted  at  the  fore,  saluted  with  nineteen  guns, 
the  compliment  being  at  once  returned  by  Her  Majesty's 
ship  Vietai'y,  with  the  American  ensign  floating  from  her 
masthead,  and  greeted  with  gun  for  gun. 

Their .  Lordships  remained  on  board  several  hours,  ex- 
amined the  ship  from  top  to  bottom,  and,  after  enjoying 
an  entertainment  in  the  Admiral's  cabin,  bade  adieu  to 
their  host,  and  re-embarked  in  their  yacht  with  many 
expressions  of  friendship  and  personal  esteem  for  their 
brother  sailor. 

The  following  day  had  been  set  aside  by  the  Admiral 

for  a  regular  visitation  to  the  Portsmouth  naval  establish- 

7* 
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ments;  and,  in  company  with  part  of  his  staff,  and  es- 
corted by  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Pasley,  he  made  a  tho- 
rough and  deliberate  inspection  of  the  celebrated  dock- 
yard, where  his  eyes  feasted  upon  all  the  naval  inventions 
and  improvements  of  the  day. 

Thence  he  visited  the  gunnery-ship  Excellent,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Arthur  "W.  A.  Hood,  who  received 
him  with  the  utmost'  courtesy,  and  exercised  the  officers 
and  men  in  their  various  drills  for  his  especial  benefit. 

In  his  official  report  to  the  Department,  the  Admiral 
expatiates  at  considerable  length  upon  the  experiments 
which  followed ;  speaking  particularly  of  Hale's  rockets 
and  the  diving  apparatus,  in  which  the  men  are  instructed 
by  actual  practice. 

Upon  withdrawing  from  these  interesting  experiments 
he  paid  a  short  visit  to  the  old  Victory,  commanded  by 
Captain  H.  Beauchamp  Seymour,  and  sacred  to  all  Eng- 
lishmen as  the  flag-ship  of  Admiral  Nelson  and  the  scene 
of  his  death  at  Trafalgar.  The  veiy  spot  where  the  hero 
fell  is  carefully  preserved,  and  a  part  of  the  mast  shot 
away  in  that  terrible  action  now  encloses  his  remains  in 
the  crypt  of  St.  Paul's. 

As  our  own  Admiral  stood  upon  the  deck  of  that  cher- 
ished old  monument  of  England's  naval  glory,  and  exam- 
ined the  place  where  his  great  predecessor  looked  for  the 
last  time  upon  the  flag  he  had  so  often  sustained,  there 
was  something  pi-ofoundly  interesting  in  the  scene  and  its 
associations.  Separated  from  the  dead  hero  by  only  half 
a  century,  the  living  hero  has  so  well  exemplified  the 
nobler  qualities  as  to  have  won  from  Englishmen  the  but- 
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name  of  "  the  Nelson  of  the  age,"  while  he  holds  un- 
questioned the  same  rank  in  the  navy  of  his  own  coun- 
try. 

From  this  vessel  he  went  on  board  the  Water  Wiioh, 
an  iron-clad  of  seven  hundred  tons,  which  is  propelled  by 
water,  according  to  the  plan  which  the  Emperor  of  France 
infox'med  the  Admiral  had  been  suggested  by  him  many 
years  ago. 

As  this  is  a  novel  mode  of  propulsion,  and  may  yet 
succeed  the  paddle-wheel  and  screw,  I  give  the  Admiral's 
description  in  brief,  from  the  actual  experiment  witnessed 
by  him : — 

"  The  water  rises  from  below  into  the  box,  whence  the 
rotary  pump,  worked  by  steam,  throws  it  with  great  vio- 
lence into  two  square  boxes  placed  on  the  outside  of  the 
vessel,  one  on  each  side,  nearly  amidships  and  about  the 
water-line.  Near  the  centre  is  a  valve,  under  the  control 
of  the  officer  of  the  deck,  and  as  he  turns  it  the  water  is 
thrown  with  great  force  either  forward  or  aft,  thus  propel- 
ling the  vessel  ahead  or  astern  at  his  will.  So  soon  as  we 
got  on  board  we  proceeded  out  of  the  harbor,  and  to  my 
amazement  she  went  ahead  at  a  speed  of  seven  or  eight 
miles  an  hour,  against  a  fresh  breeze  and  quite  a  sea.  .  .  . 
On  our  return  from  Spithead  to  the  wharf,  she  made 
quite  as  much  as  nine  knots  per  hour." 

So  far  as  the  propelling  power  is  concerned,  the  vessel 
can  be  considered  a  success,  although  she  was  subse- 
quently rejected  by  the  Government  in  consequence  of 
her  not  coming  up  to  the  contract  in  point  of  speed ;  but, 
as  a  vessel  of  war,  the  Admiral  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
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exposure  of  the  boxes  to  an  enemy's  shot  would  be  a  very 
serious  defect. 

During  these  official  visitations,  many  of  the  officers 
made  several  very  pleasant  excursions  to  the  beautiful  Isle 
of  Wight,  the  principal  point  of  interest  being  the  cele- 
brated Carisbrooke  Castle,  situated  near  the  town  of 
Newport.  This  old  ruin,  once  a  Roman  fortress,  and  sub- 
sequently the  prison  of  the  unfortunate  Charles  I.,  has 
great  historic  interest.  Its  position  is  a  most  command- 
ing one,  its  associations  all  that  the  most  romantic  anti- 
quarian could  desire,  and  it  is  surrounded  by  the  richest 
agricultural  country  in  England — a  "land  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey." 

To  this  beautiful  spot  Brownell,  Dr.  Foltz,  Chaplain 
Wallace,  and  the  author  made  a  pilgrimage  ;  fi-om  its  ivy- 
crowned  towers  enjoyed  the  superb  view,  and  within  its 
deserted  chambers  communed  with  a  tragic  past. 

On  our  return,  an  officer  was  particulai'ly  delighted 
with  the  flattering  assurance  of  a  lady  passenger  in  the 
stage-coach  that  he  spoke  "  wonderful  English  for  an 
American  ! " 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  there  was  a  review  of  the 
troops  at  Southsea  by  H.  E.  H.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Commander-iu-chief  of  the  Army,  and  many  American 
uniforms  were  present  on  the  mimic  field  of  war.  All 
arms  of  the  service  were  represented,  and  the  several  regi- 
ments executed  a  number  of  evolutions  in  a  manner 
highly  creditable  to  their  discipline  and  efficiency. 

During  the  review  His  Highness  signified  his  desire  to 
visit  the  FrcmMim,,  at  such  time  as  would  be  most  conve- 
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nient  to  the  Admiral.  Of  course  an  early  hour  was  des- 
ignated, and  at  the  appointed  time  he  came  on  board, 
accompanied  by  a  brilliant  staff — Lord  Lenox,  General 
Puller,  the  Count  de  Paris,  and  othei's  being  present — and 
was  received  with  yards  manned,  the  royal  standard  at 
the  main,  and  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns.  His  Highness 
made  quite  a  lengthened  visit,  appeared  much  pleased 
with  his  inspection  of  the  frigate,  "  looked  in  everywhere," 
and  on  his  departure  was  complimented  with  the  same 
honors  with  which  he  had  been  received. 

The  Duke  was  in  full  regimentals,  and  being  of  large 
stature  and  proportions,  and  very  courteous  in  his  address, 
looked  every  inch  a  soldier,  and  as  one  born  to  com- 
mand. 

During  the  same  evening  the  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farra- 
gut,  with  part  of  the  staff,  were  entertained  by  Admiral 
Sir  Thomas  and  Lady  Pasley  at  the  Admiralty  House,  and 
the  presence  of  several  prominent  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  contributed  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  most  pleasant  re- 
union of  the  two  nationalities. 

Upon  several  occasions  during  his  visit  to  this  port,  the 
Admiral  received  much  attention  and  hospitality  from 
Eear- Admiral  "Wellesley  and  Captain  Seymour  ;  but  the 
shortness  of  his  stay  compelled  him  to  decline  all  the  other 
invitations  so  lavishly  extended,  among  which  was  one 
from  the  Free-masons  of  the  locality,  who  stated  in  their 
letter  to  the  United  States  Consul  that  they  were  "  desirous 
of  tendering  their  hospitality  to  Admiral  Farragut  and  those 
of  his  officers  who  belong  to  our  order." 

Our  stay  at  Portsmouth  was  brief,  but  extremely  agree- 
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able.  The  authorities — naval,  civil,  and  military — were 
assiduous  and  unremittting  in  their  attentions.  Upon  the 
morning  of  our  arrival  a  pretty  little  steam  yacht,  sur- 
named  the  Fire  Queen,  was  sent  down  by  the  Port 
Admiral  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Admiral  Farragut 
during  his  whole  stay  in  the  harbor.  In  this  vessel  he 
passed  daily  to  and  from  the  wharf,  always  receiving  the 
most  gratifying  attentions  from  her  commander.  Lieute- 
nant Paul,  of  the  Koyal  Navy. 

In  his  official  communication  to  the  Department,  the 
Admiral  observes  :  "  I  cannot  close  this  dispatch  without 
saying  that  during  our  stay  at  Portsmouth  we  were  received 
with  every  kindness  and  hospitality,  not  only  by  officers 
of  the  army  and  navy,  but  also  by  the  civil  authorities." 

The  environs  of  this  well-fortified  harbor  are  unusually 
interesting,  and  afford  abundant  gratification  to  the  travel- 
ler. There  is  every  diversity  of  scenery  about  the  beautiful 
hills  of  the  mainland,  and  every  variety  of  landscape  upon 
the  lovelypasture-slopesof  the  Isle  of  Wight;  all  associated 
with  an  eventful  history  of  many  centuries,  and  blended  with 
all  the  life,  activity,  and  progress  of  modern  enterprise. 

But  as  we  had  the  European  woi-ld  to  visit,  and  a  certain 
limited  time  in  which  to  accomplish  it,  the  Admiral  planned 
his  movements  so  as  to  complete  his  tour  within  the  period 
designated ;  and  about  noon  of  October  20th  we  bid  adieu 
to  Portsmouth,  and,  having  weighed  anchor,  proceeded 
once  more  to  sea,  passing  out  through  the  Solent  Channel, 
and  enjoying  a  magnificent  view  of  Osborne  House, 
Norris  Castle,  Cowes,  and  the  entire  northern  coast  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight. 
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During  the  afternoon  we  passed  the  Needles,  stood  out 
into  the  Channel,  and  early  on  the  following  morning,  in  the 
midst  of  a  most  disagreeable,  chilling  rain,  entered  the 
historic  harbor  of  Plymouth,  and  immediately  inter- 
changed national  salutes  with  the  authorities. 

No  sooner  had  we  anchored  than  Captain  Preedy,  Flag- 
officer  of  Admiral  Sir  "William  Fanshawe  Martin,  com- 
manding station,  came  on  board,  greeted  the  Admiral 
most  cordially,  and  placed  at  his  disposal  the  steani  yacht 
Princess  Alice,  to  be  used  as  his  own  during  his  sojourn 
In  the  harbor. 

The  American  Consul,  Mr.  Fox,  soon  succeeded  the 
British  captain,  and  offered  his  services  to  all  desirous  of 
seeing  the  sights  of  Plymouth.  "While  he  was  on  board, 
a  Prussian  frigate  hoisted  the  "stars  and  stripes,"  and 
saluted  it  with  seventeen  guns,  which  was  immediately 
returned  by  the  FramMAn — "gun  for  gun." 

The  weather  continuing  very  unpropitious,  we  were 
comparatively  ship-bound — none  desiring  to  brave  the 
elements  when  they  had  the  alternative  of  remaining 
within  their  own  comfortable  state-rooms.  It  was,  conse- 
quently, a  delightful  and  diligently  improved  occasion  for 
letter-writing. 

On  the  following  morning,  mamgre  a  threatening  wind 
and  a  cloudy  sky,  the  Admiral  and  his  suite  proceeded  to 
the  wharf  in  the  Princess  Alice,  and  were  there  received 
in  the  most  friendly  manner  by  Admiral  Martin  and 
Rear-Admiral  Drummond,  with  their  respective  staffs, 
and,  escorted  by  them,  paid  an  official  visit  to  Major-Gen- 
eral  Sir  Augustus  A.  Spencer,  commander-in-chief  of  the 
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military  forces  in  that  district,  by  whom  he  was  greeted 
with  the  most  distinguished  honors,  and  assured  of  a  most 
cordial  welcome  to  the  city. 

After  a  very  pleasant  interview  with  these  dignitaries 
the  visitors  withdrew,  and  shortly  afterward  all  the  bright 
visions  of  the  famous  dockyards  of  this  celebrated  naval 
station  which  had  floated  before  the  mind's  eye  of  the 
Admiral,  the  ideals  of  descriptions  previously  read  to  him, 
were  fully  realized  by  his  visiting  and  examining  the  ex- 
tensive works  of  Keyham  and  Devonport. 

While  inspecting  these  capacious  docks  he  went  on 
board  the  Agincourt,  a  large  armor-plated  frigate  of  6,600 
tons,  then  fitting  for  sea;  and  then  to  the  Prince  Albert,  a 
four-turreted  vessel  built  upon  Captain  Cole's  principle. 

Passing  from  there,  he  was  conducted  to  the  celebrated 
victualling  establishment  at  Plymouth,  in  charge  of  Cap- 
tain Tatham,  and  thence  with  that  officer  and  Surgeon 
Stewart  made  an  inspection  of  the  several  departments  of 
the  Naval  Hospital — a  very  extensive  establishment,  fitted 
up  with  great  care,  and  very  complete  in  its  general  plan 
and  arrangements. 

Under  the  date  of  Wednesday,  October  23d,  my  journal 
says :  "  It  afibrds  me  pleasure  to  record  a  fine  day  in  the 
Channel," — an  occurrence  so  rare  in  that  part  of  the 
world  as  to  deserve  especial  mention,  and  upon  the  occa- 
sion referred  to  sufficient  to  induce  a  great  scattering  of 
the  "  line,"  in  order  to  "  do  "  Plymouth  in  a  style  becom- 
ing the  representatives  of  the  great  American  Navy  in 
general,  and  of  the  flag-ship  in  particular. 

The  Admiral  and  staff  had  the  blessings  of  sundry 
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ceremonial  greetings  in  prospect,  and  gazed  enviously 
upon  tlie  merry  faces  of  the  officers  as  they  severally  re- 
ported that  they  had  "permission  to  leave  the  ship." 

The  general  plan  of  action  adopted  in  all  ports  by  our 
officers  was  to  obtain  a  room  at  once  as  a  transfer  dep6t, 
in  which  they  would  speedily  doff  the  nniform,  don  the 
citizen's  garb,  and  then  sally  forth  unknown  to  the  world, 
and  become  quiet  "lookers-on  in  Yienna,"  appearing, 
doubtless,  like  natives  of  the  country  in  which  they  were 
sojourners. 

Plymouth  offered  a  number  of  inducements  for  such 
pilgrims.  It  was  the  birthplace  of  Sir  Francis  Drake  and 
Sir  John  Hawkins,  two  of  England's  famous  admirals. 
It  was  the  first  English  port  approached  by  the  Spanish 
Armada ;  and  it  was  the  landing-place  of  Napoleon  from 
the  Bellerophon,  after  his  surrender.  Besides  all  this,  it 
is  a  most  beautiful  and  attractive  little  city. 

The  view  of  the  harbor  from  the  bastioned  fortress  on 
the  ridge  called  the  Hoe  is  alone  worthy  of  a  special  visit ; 
and  this,  with  the  gay  thoroughfares  filled  with  people  and 
lined  with  handsome  stores,  proved  sufficient  to  amuse 
our  wandering  officers  during  the  hours  spared  from 
duty. 

On  the  morning  in  question,  the  Admiral  and  his  staff 
visited  the  Prussian  iron-clad  frigate,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  all  the  honors,  escorted  over  the  ship,  and 
shown  everything  of  interest. 

Upon  his  return  he  was  officially  visited  by  Admiral 
Sir  William  Fanshawe  Martin,  commanding  the  district, 
Rear-Admiral   Drummond,   Captain   Foley,  and   several 
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staff-officers,  all  of  whom  joined  in  a  thorough  inspec- 
tion of  the  frigate,  and  appeared  to  be  much  interested  in 
her  armament  and  general  equipment. 

During  the  day  a  very  pleasant  excursion  was  made  to 
Mount  Edgecumbe,  a  magnificent  estate  belonging  to  a 
nobleman  bearing  that  title,  and  situated  on  a  bold  prom- 
ontory below  Plymouth,  forming  the  western  wall  of  the 
harbor. 

The  residence  is  a  palatial  one,  and  the  grounds  sur- 
rounding it  laid  out  most  superbly,  giving  to  it  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  royal  park.  Through  these  the  visitors 
were  escorted  in  every  direction,  returning  to  the  frigate 
quite  delighted  with  the  drive  and  with  the  courteous 
attentions  they  had  received. 

Although  but  three  days  off  this  city — scarcely  time 
enough  to  become  known — the  Admiral  received  the 
usual  constant  evidences  of  his  popularity.  In  a  dispatch 
he  says :  "  I  beg  to  state  that  here,  as  at  Portsmouth  and 
elsewhere  in  England,  I  have  been  treated  with  the  great- 
est kindness  and  courtesy." 

The  day  succeeding  his  ai-rival,  accompanied  by  his 
staff',  he  dined  with  Admiral  Martin ;  and  on  the  evening 
preceding  his  departure  with  Major-General  Sir  Augustus 
A.  Spencer,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  military  forces,  to 
which  he  was  specially  invited  to  meet  His  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Cambridge.  Upon  each  occasion  all  the 
prominent  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  at  this  station 
were  present,  the  best  feeling  prevailed,  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  great  Saxon  household  of  nations  har- 
monized most  fraternally. 
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Eeturning  from  this  very  pleasant,  entertainment,  orders 
were  given  to  proceed  to  sea  on  the  morrow,  toward  the 
region  of  the  vine,  olive,  and  fig-tree. 

Before  leaving  the  shores  of  a  country  in  which  we 
enjoyed  such  profuse  and  genuine  hospitality,  I  shall  pre- 
sent a  few  further  instances  of  the  invariable  kindness  and 
courtesy  of  our  reception. 

As  was  stated  before,  during  his  sojourn  in  different 
places  in  England,  Admiral  Farragut  received  many  proofs 
of  the  kind  feelings  entertained  for  him  by  all  the  officials 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  In  some  instances  actual 
fi'iendships  were  engendered  and  cultivated  to  the  vei-y 
close  of  his  cruise ;  and  in  others,  open  expressions  of  ad- 
miration for  his  gallantry  and  heroism  were  uttered  with 
a  freedom  and  enthusiasm  as  full  as  if  England  was  claim- 
ing him  as  her  own. 

On  the  day  after  his  arrival  in  London  he  was  gratified 
by  the  presentation  of  a  short  letter  from  Lord  Lennox, 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  Board,  addressed  to  him  as 

"  Mt  DEJJt  Admieai  Eaeeagiit — I  regret  veiy  much 
that  I  should  not  have  been  in  London  to  assist  in  ofier- 
ing  you  a  hearty  welcome  to  this  country. 

"  Unluckily,  I  am  on  a  visit  of  a  few  days  to  Lord 
Derby.  On  my  return,  my  first  duty  will  be  to  pay  my 
respects  to  you. 

"  Believe  me,  dear  Admiral  Farragut, 

"  Yours  most  faithfully." 

On  leaving  Sheerness  he  received  a  letter  from  Admi- 
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ral  Six-  Baldwin  Walker,  in  reply  to  one  he  had  addressed 
that  officer,  in  which  the  gallant  old  sailor  says :  "  Apart 
from  the  honor  of  making  the  acquaintance  of  so  distin- 
guished an  officer  as  yourself,  and  exchanging  those  cour- 
tesies usual  between  officers  of  different  nations,  I  have 
felt  the  liveliest  satisfaction  in  reciprocating  the  personal 
kindly  feeling  you  have  shown  toward  me,  and  I  trust 
that  opportunities  may  be  afforded  us  of  meeting  again  to 
cement  the  intimacy — I  hope  I  may  say  friendship — 
which  has  arisen  during  your  short  stay  at  this  port,  and 
which  will  be  deeply  cherished  by  me." 

And  again,  shortly  after  his  departure  from  Portsmouth, 
he  was  much  flattered  by  the  kind  and  enthusiastic  man- 
ner in  which  a  liberal-minded  and  warm-hearted  nobleman 
mentioned  him  and  his  country  in  a  letter  written  upon 
the  occasion,  two  sentences  from  which  I  quote,  as  follows : 

"  It  is  needless  to  say  that  it  has  given  me  great  pleasure 
to  make  your  acquaintance,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  show 
the  respect  I  feel  for  your  gallant  deeds  and  for  your  en- 
lightened country.  I  wish  all  prosperity  to  the  United 
States ;  and  it  is  my  earnest  wish  that  we  may  every  year 
learn  to  know  each  other  better,  and  live  on  those  terms 
of  peace  and  amity  that  befit  the  two  greatest  nations  in 
the  world." 

With  such  friends  behind  him  the  Admiral  left  Eng- 
land, to  return  again  the  following  summer  only  to  find 
that  he  was  well  remembered  by  all,  and  most  gladly  wel- 
comed back. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

DEPAETHEE   FEOM   rLTMOUTH ^AEEIVAL  m  LIBBON PEESEN- 

TATION    TO    THE    KING   AND    QUEEN   OF   PORTUGAL LOCAL 

CUSTOMS VISIT   TO    CINTEA. 

ON  the  afternoon  of  October  24  anclior  was  again 
weighed  and  we  looked  our  last  upon  the  environs 
of  Plymouth.  The  undulating  and  highly-cultivated  fields 
of  Devonshire  gradully  faded  from  our  view ;  Eddystone 
Light-house,  far  to  the  eastward,  looked  like  a  towering 
monument  rising  boldly  out  of  the  sea,  and  in  a  few  hours, 
ere  yet  the  sun  had  sunk  to  rest,  the  last  speck  of  our 
mother  earth  disappeared  beneath  the  horizon,  and  our 
vessel  appeared  the  only  living  thing  on  the  face  of  the 
great  deep  excepting  the  Frolio,  which  followed  steadily 
in  our  wake. 

We  passed  the  stormy  channel,  and  upon  the  next  day, 
heading  southwardly,  entered  upon  the  redoubtable  Bay 
of  Biscay;  and  as  our  frigate  glided  smoothly  over  its 
scarcely  ruffled  surface,  and  we  enjoyed  our  "  constitu- 
tional" undisturbed  by  the  slightest  motion,  I  was  one 
of  the  most  agreeably  disappointed  travellers  that  ever 
committed  himself  to  the  tender  mercies  of  old  Father 
Neptune. 

I  had  listened  to  so  many  thrilling  stories  of  "  Biscay's 
sleepless  Bay,"  and  had  incidentally  heard  of  so  many 
marine  disasters  within  it,  that  I  had  anticipated  much  dis- 
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comfort  in  our  passage,  and  indeed  had  absolutely  "  filed 
my  mind "  for  a  second  edition,  enlarged  and  improved, 
of  our  experience  in  the  German  Ocean.  But  our  "  head- 
strong sea"  was  as  meek  as  Moses,  and  as  patient  as 
Job ;  her  character  had  been  greatly  belied,  and  we  glided 
over  her  entire  expanse  as  gayly  as  if  cruising  in  a  pleasure 
yacht  across  the  Bay  of  New  York. 

On  the  third  day  out  the  stern  shores  of  Spain  appeared 
in  view,  and  shortly  thereafter  we  passed  Cape  Finisterre, 
and  thence,  following  along  the  coast  of  the  Iberian  penin- 
sula, we  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  the  Tagus,  where  a  Lusi- 
tanian  pilot  came  on  board  and  navigated  the  frigate  up  the 
river  to  her  anchorage  off  Lisbon,  the  headquarters  of  the 
Mediterranean  Squadron ;  passing  in  her  course  Fort  St. 
Julian  and  the  famous  tower  of  Belem,  from  which  shots 
were  discharged  at  the  Niagon'a  in  1864,  when  that  vessel 
appeared  to  be  preparing  to  "  declare  her  intentions "  to 
the  privateer  Alabama. 

As  soon  as  we  anchored  in  the  upper  bay,  national 
salutes  were  exchanged  with  St.  George's  Battery;  and 
when  these  ceremonies  ceased,  the  officers  commanding 
respectively  the  Cana/ndaigua,  Ticondefroga,  Shamrooh., 
Frolic,  and  Guard  came  on  board,  followed  by  Mr. 
Munro,  United  States  Consul  and  acting  Charg6  d'Affaires, 
and  orders  were  at  once  issued  to  refit  the  vessels  for  a 
winter's  cruise  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Upon  entering  the  Tagus,  the  city  of  Lisbon  presents  a 
most  pleasing  and  picturesque  appearance.  It  is  a  very 
old  city,  called  by  the  ancient  gentlemen  who  flourished 
about  the  time  of  the  Caesars,  Ulysipo,  after  its  supposed 
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founder,  Ulysees ;  and  is  built  upon  a  succession  of  hills, 
which  rise  almost  from  the  water's  edge,  and  with  numerous 
convents,  castles,  churches,  gardens  and  ruins  forms  a  grand 
amphitheatre,  very  pleasant  to  behold  from  St.  Julian. 

But  the  illusion  inspired  by  this  distant  view  of  the 
city  is  quickly  dispelled  by  a  closer  acquaintance  with  its 
interior.  The  appearance  of  many  of  the  old  streets ;  of 
the  mixed  population  of  the  lower  orders, — Gallegos,  ne- 
groes, mulattoes,  and  others, — with  their  slothful  habits ; 
and  of  lazy  muleteers,  perched  sleepily  upon  the  tops  of 
panniers,  seemingly  crushing  diminutive  donkeys,  whose 
ears  are  generally  the  only  visible  portion  of  the  animal ; 
all  speak  of  the  decay  and  enervation  of  a  race  whose 
glory  belongs  to  a  far-distant  epoch  in  the  world's  history. 

Per  coni/ra,  the  city  has  many  attractions,  particularly 
in  that  portion  restored  from  the  ruins  of  the  great  earth- 
quake of  1755  ;  many  of  the  residences  being  palatial,  and 
bordering  upon  the  well-paved  streets  which  unite  the 
beautiful  Pra^a  do  Commercio  with  the  Praga  de  Figueira 
and  the  Kocio,  the  latter  occupying  a  part  of  the  site  of 
the  great  Inquisition. 

A  majority  of  the  officers  of  our  navy  have  a  wonderful 
penchant  for  Lisbon,  and  find  in  her  theatres  and  cafes, 
her  gold  and  silver  streets,  her  bull-fights  and  exhibitions, 
many  pleasures  highly  congenial  to  the  taste  of  tran- 
sient boarders.  To  these  fascinations  is  added  the  stiU 
greater  one,  that  it  is  an  economical  abiding-place. 

This  city  is,  above  all  others,  a  most  wonderful  place 
for  the  celebration  of  birthdays  and  other  feasts,  both 
national  and  local,  diversified  by  occasional  fasts. 
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On  the  day  after  our  arrival,  the  fii'ing  of  guns  at  meridian 
and  the  dressing  of  all  the  ships  in  the  harbor  proclaimed 
the  birthday  of  Don  Fernando,  the  King's  father ;  which 
occasion  demanded,  as  an  act  of  international  courtesy,  a 
proper  salute  from  om-  own  broadsides  for  a  person  whom 
we  had  not  yet  seen. 

The  day  following  was  the  birthday  of  the  King,  Don 
Luis  I. ;  and  there  was,  of  course,  a  second  and  enlarged 
edition  of  the  noise  and  confusion  of  the  preceding  twenty- 
four  hours,  intensified  by  a  grand  reception  at  the  Palace 
of  ISTecessidades,  near  Belem.  To  this  the  Admiral  and  the 
officers  of  the  Squadron  were  specially  bidden. 

The  grand  levee  was  held  at  noon,  and  the  Admiral, 
accompanied  by  such  officers  as  desired  to  witness  a  Portu- 
guese Court  presentation,  and  under  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Munro — a  most  accomplished  cicerone — repaired  to  the 
palace  over  a  road  which  would  give  the  nightmare  to  an 
American  supervisor,  and  was  there,  shortly  afterward, 
presented  to  His  Majesty  and  to  the  Queen — a  daughter 
of  King  Victor  Emmanuel. 

There  was  an  imposing  assemblage  present,  consisting 
of  the  members  of  the  royal  household,  the  principal 
officers  of  the  Government,  the  diplomatic  corps,  and 
many  other  distinguished  personages.  All  were  very 
gorgeously  uniformed,  their  breasts  glistening  with  nu- 
merous medals,  badges  of  honor,  and  gold  and  silver  lace. 
Among  this  magnificent  assembly  were  the  Marquis  St. 
Leger  de  Bemposta,  Grand  Chamberlain ;  Marquis  de 
Ficalho,  Chamberlain ;  Duke  de  Palmella,  Grand  Major 
Duomo ;    Counts  De  Linhares  and  Da  Taipa,  Chamber- 
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laias ;  Viscount  de  Praia  Grande,  Minister  of  Marine  and 
Colonies;  M.  de  Cazal  Rlbeiro,  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs;  Kear- Admiral  Sergio  de  Souza,  Aid-de-camp; 
Yice- Admiral  Yiscount  Franco;  Count  das  Galveas,  Grand 
Huntsman ;  Count  de  Mesquitella,  Grand  Usher,  and  a 
number  of  military  and  naval  aids-de-camp. 

The  King  entered  the  reception-room  first,  with  his 
staff,  and  was  followed  by  the  Queen,  Donna  Maria  Pia, 
supported  by  eight  maids  of  honor,  all  of  whom  looked,  I 
fancied,  very  disconsolate,  in  spite  of  the  rich  and  gor- 
geous dresses  in  which  they  were  robed. 

Their  Majesties  and  Don  Fernando,  the  King's  father, 
passed  around  the  imposing  circle,  saying  a  few  words  to 
each  one  present,  and  receiving  the  congratulations  of  all 
in  return.  The  King  seemed  quite  delighted  to  meet  the 
Admiral ;  but  amused  us  very  much  by  observing  to  our 
naval  hero,  upon  his  presentation,  "  You  wrote  a  history 
of  your  late  war,  I  believe  ? "  The  Admiral,  surprised  to 
find  himself  classed  so  suddenly  among  the  literary  nota- 
bles of  the  day,  replied  immediately  that  he  "  had  not 
turned  author  yet,"  and  was  proceeding  to  defend  himself 
against  the  accusation,  when  Mr.  Munro  interrupted  the 
pleasant  little  scene,  and  said  with  great  finesse,  "Ad- 
miral Farragut,  your  Majesty,  has  made  the  history  of  the 
war." 

The  King  gracefully  accepted  the  amendment,  and  after 
a  few  minutes'  conversation,  in  which  he  expressed  the 
great  pleasure  it  gave  him  to  meet  with  the  chief  repre- 
sentative of  the  American  Navy,  passed  on  in  his  tour  of 

hand-shaking. 
8 
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His  Majesty  is  apparently  a  very  young  man — not  over 
twenty-six  years  of  age — and  is  said  to  be  a  close  student ; 
but  his  Government  is  so  expensive,  and  the  people  so 
burdened  with  taxes,  that  it  is  a  task  of  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty to  maintain  the  one  and  to  relieve  the  other.  Even 
with  the  enormous  revenues  taken  from  the  Inquisition 
at  its  abolition,  in  1821,  and  now  turned  into  the  coffers 
of  the  State,  the  expenditures  are  still  in  excess  of  the 
receipts,  and  it  does  not,  therefore,  require  a  very  difficult 
pi'ocess  to  calculate  the  condition  of  the  national  ex- 
chequer. 

Upon  returning  from  the  palace  we  witnessed  a  some- 
what singular  procession  of  priests  and  people,  moving 
about  the  streets  in  solemn  grandeur,  and  "  begging  bread 
for  God's  sake ! "  The  men  carried  large  bags,  and  as  the 
coarse  jingling  of  a  half-cracked  bell  announced  their  ap- 
proach, people  cast  out  of  the  windows  money  or  bread, 
as  the  spirit  moved  them. 

The  procession  was  followed  by  two  carts  very  profusely 
dressed  with  evergreens,  each  drawn  by  two  oxen;  one 
containing  the  proceeds  of  the  begging  or  foraging  expe- 
dition, and  the  other  an  immense  tureen,  in  which  soup 
was  to  be  made  and  distributed  to  the  poor  and  needy. 

There  are  several  other  customs  prevalent  among  the 
Portuguese  which,  being  comparatively  local  in  their 
character,  and  unknown  outside  the  country,  deserve 
brief  mention  in  this  journal  of  what  we  saw. 

One  of  the  most  popular,  and  certainly  one  of  the  most 
suggestive,  is  that  of  burying  a  cod-fish  at  the  close  of 
Lent,  in  the  presence  of  delighted  thousands,  in  attesta- 


171 

tion  of  universal  joy  upon  the  long-desired  deliverance 
from  daily  dieting  on  fish  and  the  happy  return  to  the 
good  things  of  life. 

Another,  which  seems  to  find  its  way  to  the  hearts  of 
the  masses,  occurs  generally  after  a  storm,  or  even  a  heavy 
blow.  "When  a  Portuguese  vessel  returns  to  the  harbor 
after  a  very  rough  passage,  the  sails  are  at  once  rolled  up 
and  taken  to  a  priest,  who  blesses  them ;  they  are  then 
carried  through  the  streets,  partially  open,  and  as  the  same 
bell  announces  their  progress,  alms  are  contributed  and 
collected,  to  secure  the  prayers  of  the  church  and  blessings 
upon  the  vessel  saved.  Many  of  the  faithful  have  implicit 
confidence  in  these  customs,  and  believe  that  the  almost 
shipwrecked  mariners  return  to  their  element  with  the 
full  assurance  that  their  crafts  are  henceforth  safe  from 
the  dangers  of  the  sea  and  the  violence  of  enemies. 

On  the  morning  of  November  2d,  the  Admiral  of  the 
Portuguese  I^Tavy,  Viscount  Soares  Franco,  visited  the 
flag-ship,  and  was  received  with  all  the  honors  due  his 
rank;  and  on  the  following  Tuesday,  Admiral  and  Mrs. 
Farragut,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Pennock,  Mr.  Munro, 
and  Messrs.  Watson  and  Montgomery,  made  an  excursion 
to  Cintra— a  most  beautiful  little  village  situated  in  the 
province  of  Estremadura,  at  the  foot  of  a  picturesque 
chain  of  mountains,  and  famous  for  the  Convention  of 
1808,  between  the  French  and  English,  by  which  the  for- 
mer were  permitted  to  evacuate  Portugal  unmolested. 

The  object  of  this  sudden  expedition  was  two-fold.  It 
resulted  partially  from  a  desire  to  breathe  the  invigorat- 
ing air  of  this  famous  summer  resort  for  the  Lisbonese, 
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and  in  part  from  a  natiu'al  and  most  commendable  anxiety 
to  escape  from  the  flag-sMp  during  her  terrible  penance  of 
coaling. 

After  a  very  pleasant  ride  of  three  hours  we  arrived  at 
the  village,  the  centre  of  a  "  variegated  maze  of  mount  and 
glen,"  and  at  once  committed  ourselves  to  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  jocund  Mrs.  Lawrence,  whose  matchless  rotun- 
dity of  person  bespoke  the  comfort  of  an  English  inn. 
Within  her  little  caravansary  the  Admiral  found  relief 
from  the  wearying  fatigues  of  official  ceremony.  The 
change  was  a  pleasant  one,  from  the  mai'ble  halls  and  but- 
terfly gaudiness  of  the  Court  to  the  seclusion  of  a  country 
inn,  free  from  the  requirements  of  etiquette  and  at  the 
same  time  from  the  heat  and  dust  of  the  capital. 

Between  Lisbon  and  Cintra  the  road  traverses  a  coun- 
try abounding  in  evidences  of  a  long-lost  vitality.  Con- 
vents innumerable  crown  the  hills;  dilapidated  walls 
surround  them ;  crumbling  houses  barely  standing  in 
neglected  fields  preserve  the  traces  of  former  prosperity, 
while  the  broken  arches  of  great  aqueducts  attest  the 
engineering  diligence  of  older  days. 

As  we  approached  the  mountain  range  the  full  power 
of  the  poet's  picture  burst  upon  us,  and  the  Admiral  nod- 
ded an  approving  smile  as  one  of  the  party  craved  silence 
and  read  aloud — 

"  The  horrid  crags  by  toppling  convent  crowned, 
The  cork-trees  hoar  that  clothe  the  shaggy  steep, 
The  mountaui  moss  by  scorching  skies  embrowned, 
The  sunken  glen  whose  sunless  shrubs  must  weep, 
The  tender  azure  of  the  tinruffled  deep, 
The  orange  tints  that  gild  the  greenest  bough. 
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The  torrents  that  from  cliff  to  valley  leap, 
The  vine  on  high,  the  willow  branch  below. 
Mixed  in  one  mighty  scene,  with  varied  beauty  glow." 

On  the  following  morning  we  rose  almost  with  the  lark 
and  prepared  to  "  do  "  Cintra.  Our  party,  consisting  of  six 
was  shortly  perched  comfortably  upon  the  padded  backs 
of  as  many  diminutive  yet  sure-footed  donkeys,  the  stature 
of  some  of  them  being  so  small  that  they  might  have 
passed  between  the  legs  of  a  tall  man ;  and,  accompanied 
by  two  lusty  muleteers,  we  started  off  bravely, — the  Ad- 
miral, by  virtue  of  his  rank,  having  the  post  of  honor  on 
the  right, — and  "slowly  clomb  the  many-winding  way" 
leading  to  Pena  Castle,  "Our  Lady's  House  of  Woe," 
which  occupies  the  very  summit  of  a  cone  about  1,980 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

Like  all  other  places  in  the  country,  this  elevated  build- 
ing has  a  very  old  history,  and  boasts  of  legends  suffi- 
cient to  frighten  the  very  spirit  of  reality.  Part  of  it 
was  constructed  by  the  Moors,  but  at  what  precise  period 
of  their  power  is  not  yet  known,  and  perhaps  never 
will  be. 

It  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Don  Fernando,  father 
of  the  King,  who  has  adorned  and  embellished  it  so  pro- 
fusely and  with  such  exquisite  taste  as  to  give  it  peculiar 
charm  and  interest  to  the  antiquarian,  who  will  trace  in  a 
single  glance  the  prevalent  styles  of  architecture  from 
centuries  ago  to  the  present  time. 

The  building  has  the  appearance  of  a  grand  old  feudal 
castle,  and  from  its  towers  commands  a  most  magnificent 
and  extensive  view  of  the  surrounding  country,  embracing 
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the  sea  on  the  west,  and  Mafra  and  the  long,  dark  historic 
lines  of  Torres  Yedras  on  the  north. 

From  PeSa  we  moved  on  in  single  file  to  an  old 
Moorish  castle  perched  on  an  adjoining  peak,  and  reached 
only  after  a  most  tedious  ascent  of  199  steps,  which  the 
Admiral  vowed  was  too  much  up-hill  work  for  any  sight 
in  the  world.  These  old  ruins  are  very  extensive,  and 
crown  the  summit  of  the  ridge  with  long  walls  for  a  con- 
siderable distance.  They  are  likewise  very  old,  and  are 
supposed  to  date  back  to  the  eighth  century.  It  is  thus 
over  a  thousand  years  ago  that  the  Moorish  banners  floated 
from  these  battlements. 

From  this  point  our  "  ships  of  the  mountain  "  carried 
us  over  a  most  tortuous  and  rugged  road,  and  beneath  the 
rays  of  a  sun  which  was  damaging  to  all  but  the  "  sala- 
manders" of  our  party,  to  the  celebrated  Cork  Convent, 
a  dilapidated-looking  rookery,  containing  a  number  of 
cells,  partly  built  and  partly  formed  by  overhanging  rocks, 
and  all  lined  with  cork  wood  as  a  preventive  against 
dampness.  In  these  holes  monks  of  old,  it  is  said,  were 
fond  of  residing,  to  do  penance  for  their  sins. 

While  here  we  descended  into  the  narrow  cell  of  the 
famous  old  Hermit  Honorius,  who  kept  house  there  for 
thirty  years  and  then  died,  in  1596,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
five, 

"  Hoping  to  merit  Heaven  by  making  eaith  a  Hell." 

The  old  man  who  exists  here  is  a  pitiable  object ;  like 
Caliban,  he  is  all  shrivelled  up  with  rheumatism,  and  looks 
as  if  he  were  the  ghost  of  the  Hermit  Honorius  himself. 
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From  here  we  descended  a  mountain-path,  down  which 
no  less  sure-footed  animal  than  a  donkey  could  be  persua- 
ded to  go,  for  it  was  very  steep,  and  one  of  the  party  twice 
slipped  off  her  quadruped,  from  sheer  inability  to  main- 
tain a  proper  equilibrium.  This  part  of  our  excursion 
was  very  amusing,  made  particularly  so  by  the  manage- 
ment of  two  of  the  donkeys  by  the  muleteers,  who 
held  steadily  on  to  their  tails,  and  used  those  appendages 
either  as  a  rudder  to  guide  them,  or  as  a  drag  to  retard 
their  progress. 

We  shortly  reached  Montserrat,  a  beautiful  villa  em- 
bosomed in  superb  forest-trees,  belonging  to  an  English 
gentleman  named  Cook ;  and  then  drove  out  to  the  village 
of  Collares,  celebrated  for  its  wine. 

From  this  point  we  took  up  a  line  of  retreat  and  turned 
homeward,  passing  on  the  way  several  places  of  interest, 
among  which  was  Sitiaes,  a  quinta  belonging  to  the 
Marquis  Loul6,  in  which  the  celebrated  Convention  of 
Cintra  was  held  in  1808,  at  the  very  name  of  which,  we 
have  authority  for  saying,  "  Britannia  sickens,"  and  folks 
in  office  blush. 

As  the  expedition  was  not  yet  finished,  we  resumed  our 
programme  on  the  morrow  and  paid  a  visit  to  the  old 
Moorish  palace  in  the  village,  a  curious  combination  of 
Moorish  and  Christian  architecture,  with  two  immense 
towers  in  front  shaped  like  champagne-bottles,  and  at  a  dis- 
tance resembling  somewhat  a  Mississippi  steamboat.  This 
was  the  Alhambra  of  the  Moorish  kings,  and  afterward 
became  the  residence  of  Christian  monarchs. 

After  passing  through  all  the  apartments  of  this  sin- 
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gular  building,  listening  to  prolix  stories  and  legends  from 
a  guide  whose  whole  life  had  been  passed  within  its  dark 
shadows,  we  returned  to  Lisbon  much  gratified  with  the 
excursion,  the  Admiral  congratulating  himself  upon  his 
horsemanship,  which  had  been  so  thoroughly  tested  by 
riding  an  entire  day  on  a  donkey  without  being  once 
thrown ! 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

AEEIVAl  OF   ENGLISH  lEON-CLAD   FLEET ENTEETAINMENTB 

DEPAETtJEE  FEOM  LISBON GEAUD  EEVIEW  OF  THE  ENGLISH 

8QUADE0N. 

ON  the  afternoon  of  November  8th  the  English 
iron-clad  fleet,  comprising  ten  vessels,  and  com- 
manded by  Kear-Admiral  Eead  Warden,  retm-ned  to  the 
harbor  of  Lisbon  from  a  practice  cruise,  and  anchored 
in  close  proximity  to  their  American  cousins.  Shortly 
afterward  Admiral  Warden,  accompanied  by  his  staff, 
came  on  board  the  FramMin  to  pay  his  respects  to 
Admiral  Farragut,  and  was  received  with  the  usual 
salute,  which  was  immediately  returned  by  the  Mino- 
tav/r,  the  English  flag-ship.  During  the  ensuing  day 
this  visit  was  returned,  when  the  same  courtesies  were  re- 
enacted,  and  followed  by  a  general  interchange  of  greet- 
ings among  the  commanding  officers  of  all  the  vessels 
of  both  squadrons. 

The  English  fleet  was  a  most  formidable  one,  not 
only  in  numbers,  but  in  the  amount  of  its  tonnage,  and 
made  our  own  little  squadron  look  correspondingly  small. 
It  consisted  of  the  Mmotaur,  of  6,300  tons  and  carrying 
five  masts  ;  BeUeropJion,  Wa/rrior,  Prince  Consort,  Lord 
Warden,    Lord    Clyde,   Pallas,   Boyal    Oak,  Achilles, 

and  the  store-ship  Helicon. 
8* 
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Several  days  were  occupied  by  the  officers  of  the  two 
nationalities  in  exchanging  friendly  visits  on  board  of 
their  respective  vessels;  Admiral  Farragut  receiving  on 
every  occasion  unmistakable  evidences  of  the  good  feel- 
ing which  his  tour  in  England  had  sown  broad-cast  among 
her  people. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th,  our  naval  commander 
and  his  staff,  with  some  of  the  officers,  were  very  hand- 
somely entertained  by  our  accomplished  and  popular 
consul,  Mr.  Munro,  and  his  charming  family,  upon  which 
occasion  many  distinguished  personages  were  invited  to 
join  in  the  honors  to  the  nation's  guest. 

Among  the  notables  present  were  M.  de  Koudriaff- 
sky,  Eussian  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  and  lady;  Count 
de  Banuelos,  Spanish  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  and  lady  ; 
M.  de  Crusenstolpe,  Swedish  and  Norwegian  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary ;  the  French,  Italian,  and  Belgian 
Charges  des  Affaires ;  the  English  Consul ;  Mr.  H.  G. 
Deman,  United  States  Consul  at  Oporto ;  M.  de  Glin- 
ka, Russian  Secretary  of  Legation ;  Mr.  Ashburnham, 
Attache  to 'English.  Legation ;  M.  de  Cazal  Ribeiro,  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs ;  Le  Chevalier  D'Antas,  Portuguese 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  "Washington;  Councillor 
Paiva  Pereira,  Member  of  Court  of  Claims,  and  many 
others. 

The  entertainment  passed  off  delightfully  and  afforded 
much  pleasure  to  all  concerned,  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
at  which  the  guests  separated  furnishing  good  evidence 
of  the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion. 

On  the  following  day  Admiral  Farragut  and  his  com- 
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manding  officers  were  invited  by  Rear-Admiral  Warden 
to  a  grand  banquet  on  board  the  Mmotomr,  in  honor  of 
our  naval  hero,  but  in  consequence  of  a  succession  of 
heavy  squalls,  which  made  the  harbor  very  tempestuous, 
communication  between  even  the  nearest  vessels  was 
completely  cut  off — two  boats  which  essayed  the  passage 
being  swamped ;  and  for  the  first  time  in  his  life  Admiral 
Farragut  allowed  himself  to  be  persuaded  not  to  attempt 
"  the  dark  and  stormy  water." 

He  murmured  greatly  at  this  encroachment  upon  his 
prerogatives,  and  muttered  something  about  naval  officers 
never  hesitating  to  face  any  danger.  The  old  hero  of  so 
many  terrible  battles  evidently  did  not  relish  the  idea  of 
being  conquered  by  the  fuiy  of  a  harbor,  but  nevertheless 
he  was  compelled  to  "  accept  the  situation  "  and  "  endorse 
the  platform ! " 

The  forenoon  of  the  18th  was  devoted  by  the  Admiral 
and  his  party  to  a  brief  tour  of  sight-seeing  about  the 
city,  during  which  he  returned  several  official  visits,  and 
then  rejoined  his  flag-ship  to  prepare  for  the  banquet  he 
had  ordered  as  a  return  compliment  to  Admiral  Warden 
and  his  commanding  officers,  all  of  whom,  with  the  English 
Charge  d'Aflfaires,  Mr.  Lytton  Bulwer  (the  author  of 
"  Lucile "),  and  the  American  Consul,  Mr.  Munro,  were 
present  at  the  appointed  hour. 

Fortunately,  the  winds  and  waves  were  very  propi- 
tious, and  as  the  guests  arrived  on  board  thfey  were 
cordially  greeted,  and  received  a  fraternal  welcome  in  the 
strains  of  their  own  national  anthem,  alternating  with 
the  livelier  notes  of  Columbia's  melodies. 


180  THE   CEUI8E   OF   THE   FRANKLIN'. 

On  this  occasion  the  table  was  arranged  on  the  starboard 
side  of  the  gun-deck,  and  enclosed  with  the  flags  of  all  na- 
tions ;  and  during  the  revolution  of  courses  the  band  per- 
formed many  very  appropriate  airs,  enlivening  the  scene, 
and  inspiring  the  speakers  who  were  "  brought  to  their 
feet "  by  those  complimentary  sentiments  without  which 
an  American  dinner  would  be  robbed  of  a  national  charac- 
teristic. It  was  late  when  the  guests  took  their  depar- 
ture to  their  several  ships,  passing  over  the  gangway 
under  the  mystic  glow  of  blue-lights,  and  dreaming  of  the 
friendship  which  should  cement  the  two  countries  whose 
representative  vessels  were  then  lying  side  by  side  in  the 
waters  of  the  Tagus. 

The  next  day  the  Spanish  Minister,  Count  de  Banuelos, 
was  received  on  board  with  all  honors,  and  during  the 
same  evening  the  usual  programme  of  sea-life  was  amu- 
singly diversified  by  a  grand  concert  of  the  "  Franklin 
Minstrels,"  given  on  the  gun-deck  to  an  overflowing  and 
appreciative  audience.  Several  of  the  performers  proved 
themselves  worthy  successors  of  Christy  himself,  and  all 
afforded  much  fun  and  merriment  to  a  well-filled  house. 

On  the  morning  of  November  20th  all  hands  were 
piped  to  "  up  anchor  "  at  g,  very  early  hour,  and  the  busy 
hum  of  preparations  for  sea  sounded  throughout  the  flag- 
ship. The  officers  murmured  somewhat  at  the  unearthly 
time  designated,  but  nevertheless  moved  briskly  to  their 
several  posts,  and  aroused  themselves  from  their  morning 
nap  by  shouting  to  the  crew  to  "  move  lively  at  that  cap- 
stan-bar," and  the  like. 

The  FranMm  steamed  out  of  the  Tagus,  followed  by 
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tlie  Frolic,  about  one  hour  after  the  English  fleet,  which 
was  bound  out  for  another  practice  cruise  between  the 
coast  of  Portugal  and  the  Madeira  Islands.  She  came  up 
with  the  iron-clads  a  short  distance  outside  the  bar,  and 
at  the  very  moment  they  were  preparing  to  manoeuvre 
in  line,  whereupon  she  was  immediately  "  hove  to,"  as 
Admiral  Farragut  was  very  desirous  of  witnessing  the 
movements  at  sea  of  such  a  formidable  squadron.  As 
soon  as  this  action  was  perceived  by  Admiral  Warden, 
that  accomplished  officer  arranged  his  fleet  in  two  paral- 
lel lines  of  four  vessels  in  each,  and  prepared  to  pass  the 
Franildin  in  review,  the  Pallas  being  alone  on  a  third  line. 

The  movement  was  very  handsomely  executed,  and  the 
appearance  of  so  many  immense  vessels  moving  slowly 
and  majestically  under  sails  alone  over  an  almost  un- 
ruffled sea,  with  the  dark  mountains  of  Cintra  forming  a 
distant  background,  will  long  be  remembered  as  a  scene 
of  imposing  grandeur.  . 

The  Franklm  was  very  speedily  prepared  for  this 
friendly  emergency,  and  as  the  huge  Mmotaur  passed 
abreast  her  rigging  was  manned,  the  jolly  tars  sent  three 
deafening  cheers  across  the  intervening  waters,  and  imme- 
diately afterward  the  notes  of  "  God  save  the  Queen  " 
floated  away  from  our  band,  stationed  in  full  force  upon 
the  elevated  poop. 

This  graceful  compliment  was  at  once  responded  to  by 
the  Minotaur.  The  rigging  of  her  five  masts  swarmed 
with  sailors  giving  cheer  for  cheer,  and  her  band  returned 
us  our  own  soul-stirring  and  enlivening  melodies. 

A  signal  from  the  English  flag-ship  made  this  action 
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general  in  the  fleet,  the  same  courtesies  being  exchanged 
and  the  same  scenes  enacted  as  each  vessel  successively 
passed  the  FranTdin;  the  Achilles  varying  it  most  beau- 
tifully by  greeting  us  with  the  sad  yet  suggestive  notes 
of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne ;"  and  it  was  only  when  the  last  of 
their  line  had  passed  ahead  that  our  own  frigate  was 
turned  upon  her  course,  and  went  on  her  way  rejoicing 
towards  the  blue  and  classic  Mediterranean,  our  ideas  of 
English  naval  hospitality  being  once  more  refreshed  and 
elevated. 

Such  was  the  impressive  scene  which  signalized  our 
departure  from  the  Portuguese  capital.  We  had  been 
fixtures  within  her  municipality  for  three  weeks,  and  dur- 
ing that  period  had  received  many  attentions,  and  enjoyed 
many  opportunities  for  observing  the  people  and  familiar- 
izing ourselves  with  her  wonderful  history. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

AEEIVAL     AOT)     ENTEETAIinVIENTS     m     GIBEALTAU — VISIT     TO 
TANGIEE,    MOEOCOO. 

ON  the  day  following  our  departure  from  Lisbon,  as 
we  were  rounding  Cape  St.  Yincent,  the  capricious 
wind  shifted  to  "  dead  ahead,"  and  we  were  favored  with 
a  rather  spirited  breeze,  nautically  styled  a  "  Levanter," 
which,  though  not  quite  so  uproarious  as  the  one  which 
tossed  us  about  so  unceremoniously  in  the  North  Sea,  was 
sufficiently  lively  to  be  troublesome. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  wind,  the  men  were  exercised 
for  two  days  in  "  wearing  ship,"  as  it  was  deemed  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  practising,  "  in  order  to  make 
sailors  of  the  crew."  It  was  anything  but  a  pleasant  trip, 
even  to  the  most  weather-beaten  tars  on  board ;  and  when 
Trafalgar  bay  was  crossed,  and  Tarifa  lighthouse  flickered 
on  the  horizon,  the  prospect  of  enjoying  the  repose  of  a 
harbor  was  hailed  by  them  with  as  much  pleasure  as  by 
the  most  impatient  of  the  landsmen. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  the  flag-ship  entered  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar,  through  which  the  wind  raged  out  of 
the  Mediterranean  as  through  a  funnel,  and  at  night  we 
anchored  in  the  bay,  at  the  foot  of  the  great  fortress.  In 
spite  of  the  sensational  eflfects  of  the  Levanter,  and  the 
unruly  state  of  the  "  Mare  Internum,"  the  passage  through 
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the  narrow  Straits,  where  "Europe  and  Africa  on  each 
other  gaze,"  was  a  most  interesting  one,  from  the  associa- 
tions evoked  by  the  view  of  Oalpe  and  Abyla,  the  famous 
Pillars  of  Hercules. 

On  the  day  succeeding  our  arrival,  after  the  customary 
exchange  of  national  salutes.  Admiral  Farragut  was 
visited  by  Mr.  Horatio  J.  Sprague,  United  States  Consul, 
and  by  Captain  Curtis  of  the  staff  of  General  Sir  Richard 
Airey,  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  who  had  been  deputed  by 
his  commander  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  FramMin,  to 
welcome  their  distinguished  visitor  to  the  station,  and 
tender  him  the  hospitalities  of  the  garrison.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning  friendly  visits  were  exchanged  between  the 
representatives  of  the  respective  governments  and  many 
of  the  principal  oflScers  of  the  garrison,  thus  inaugurating 
a  series  of  extremely  agreeable  attentions  and  civilities. 

Visits  and  excursions  over  the  celebrated  fortress  were 
rapidly  planned  and  as  promptly  carried  into  execution. 
Accompanied  by  Mrs.  Farragut  and  Mrs.  Pennock,  part 
of  his  staff.  Colonels  Maberly  and  Dixon,  Lieut.  Wallace 
of  the  Royal  Artillery,  Captain  Hichens  of  the  Engineers, 
and  Captain  Curtis,  aid -de-camp  to  Governor  Airey,  all 
prominent  officers  of  the  garrison,  and  several  veterans  of 
the  Crimean  war.  Admiral  Farragut  made  an  extended 
tour  of  observation  all  around  the  Rock,  and  received 
from  his  attentive  escort  every  facility  for  a  full  and  cri- 
tical examination  of  the  numerous  caverns  and  galleries 
which  have  been  blasted  out  of  the  solid  mass,  ramifying 
in  all  directions,  and  forming  sheltered  avenues  of  com- 
munication between  all  parts  of  the  peninsula. 
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He  was  also  conducted  to  the  various  batteries  studded 
along  the  slopes,  and  shown  every  point  which  had  borne 
an  important  part  in  the  memorable  siege  of  1Y82,  by  the 
combined  forces  of  France  and  Spain,  when  the  fortress 
was  so  gallantly  defended  by  General  Elliot,  and  the  siege 
finally  broken  up  by  the  discharge  of  hot  shot  upon  the 
floating  batteries  of  the  enemy. 

Upon  this  excursion,  while  the  Admiral  and  others 
returned  to  the  lower  world,  others  ascended  into  still 
higher  regions,  and  visited  the  famous  Kock  Gun  Battery, 
perched  upon  the  very  apex  of  the  rock,  fourteen  hundred 
feet  above  the  sea-level ;  thence,  passing  along  the  sharp 
and  rugged  summit,  they  reached  the  Signal  Station,  and 
finally  O'Hara's  Folly,  near  the  "  Mediterranean  Stairs." 
This  "  Folly  "  is  so  styled  in  grateful  tribute  to  its  founder, 
whose  object  was  to  build  a  tower  sufliciently  high  to  look 
into  Cadiz,  sixty  miles  distant,  and  observe  the  movements 
of  the  fleets  of  Spain  !  The  view  from  this  elevated  sum- 
mit is  surpassingly  grand.  Far  away  to  the  east  stretches 
the  blue  Mediterranean,  its  shining  waters  wearing  an 
emerald  hue  near  shore ;  on  the  south,  the  dark  moun- 
tains of  Africa ;  while  to  the  north  the  eye  wanders  over 
the  neutral  ground,  and  then  rests  upon  the  "  Queen  of 
Spain's  Chair  "  and  the  long  lines  of  the  Sierra  Nevada. 

Even  a  rapid  survey  of  this  fortress  is  sufiicient  to  show 
its  security  against  attack.  It  is  said  that  there  are  one 
thousand  guns  of  different  calibre  mounted  along  and 
upon  its  slopes,  all  bearing  upon  points  deemed  liable  to 
assault ;  but  yet  its  occupation  by  the  English  is  a  source 
of  great  annoyance  and  national  mortification   to  the 
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Spaniards — so  much  so  indeed  that  it  is  reported  that  the 
Governor  of  Algesiras,  an  unimportant  little  seaport  on 
the  western  side  of  the  bay,  in  all  his  official  dispatches 
invariably  signs  himself  "  Governor  of  Algeciras  and  Gib- 
raltar, in  temporary  possession  of  the  English !  " 

That  this  hopeful  functionary  is  blessed  with  a  most 
sanguine  temperament  must  be  evident  to  every  one  who 
traces  the  numerous  batteries  whicli  frown  along  the  rocky 
slope  of  the  "  couchant  lion  "  and  point  with  threatening 
vengeance  upon  the  neutral  ground,  the  barren  isthmus 
svhich  connects  the  two  nationalities. 


I  apprehend  that  the  worthy  Governor  will  be  forced  to 
"  hope  on  and  hope  evei',"  or  that  he  may  yet  awake  to  the 
full  realization  of  the  fact  that  his  expectations  ai*e  simply 
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"  Hopes  that  beckon  with  delusive  gleams, 
Till  the  eye  dances  in  the  void  of  dreams." 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  the  Admiral,  with  Captain 
Pennock  and  a  portion  of  his  staff,  were  very  handsomely 
entertained  by  the  officers  of  the  Koyal  Artillery  regiment 
at  their  mess-room.  The  banquet  was  brilliantly  suc- 
cessful; "festal  joy  laughed  in  the  mantling  goblet;"  the 
intermingling  of  the  red  and  the  blue,  with  an  occasional 
black,  gave  great  brilliancy  to  the  well-lighted  hall,  and 
the  two  branches  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  family  made  merry 
together  over  a  capital  dinner,  confirming  the  assertion 
that  "the  turnpike  road  to  people's  hearts  lies  through 
their  mouths." 

The  event  of  the  evening  was  the  speech  of  Colonel 
Maberly,  the  commanding  officer,  accompanying  a  senti- 
ment proposed  hj  him  in  honor  of  "  our  highly  distin- 
guished guest."  This  was  not  only  a  beautiful  tribute  to 
Admiral  Farragut  personally,  but  also  to  the  "  country  he 
so  nobly  represented."  After  dwelling  upon  the  great 
services  of  the  Admiral  in  our  recent  war,  expressing 
regret  that  the  two  nations  should  have  been  estranged 
by  perhaps  mistaken  sympathies,  and  paying  a  high  com- 
pliment to  our  greatness  as  a  people,  he  concluded  his 
remarks  with  the  expression  of  a  "  fervent  hope  " — a  hope 
which  he  trusted  would  be  cordially  echoed  by  every  true 
Englishman — that  the  "  reunion  of  the  two  sections  of 
that  great  and  glorious  republic  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  which  we  are  proud  to  claim  as  our  own  race, 
would  be  permanent  and  enduring."  This  sentiment  was 
heartily  applauded,  and  drunk  by  all  present. 
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Colonel  Mabei'ly  is  a  noble  specimen  of  the  earnest  and 
zealous  soldier.  In  appearance  lie  resembles  our  own 
great  "  flanker,"  General  Sherman,  and  the  forcible  and 
impassioned  manner  in  which  he  delivered  this  tribute  to 
our  country,  and  the  energy  with  which  he  expressed  his 
own  convictions,  left  no  doubt  in  the  mind  as  to  the  sin- 
cerity which  prompted  them.  It  is  not  customary  at 
English  banquets  to  propose  any  other  toast  than  that  of 
"  the  Queen" — to  which  every  one  responds  with  a  spirit 
worthy  of  imitation ;  but  on  this  occasion  Colonel  Ma- 
berly  said  that  he  knew  his  brother-officers  would  pardon 
his  departure  from  a  good  old  rule,  "  in  consideration  of 
the  presence  of  one  whom  every  nation  was  proud  to 
welcome  as  its  guest."  The  sentiments  of  the  gallant 
Colonel  found  even  a  quicker  turnpike  to  our  hearts  than 
the  most  sumptuous  of  dinners,  and  so  gratified  their  re- 
cipient that,  in  his  response,  he  was  too  much  overcome 
to  do  more  than  express  his  warm  appreciation  of  the  kind- 
ness of  his  hosts,  and  thank  Colonel  Maberly  for  his  kindly 
sentiments,  all  of  which  he  most  cordially  reciprocated. 

This  was  the  introduction  to  a  series  of  entertainments 
which  speedily  followed,  given,  among  others,  by  the 
United  States  Consul,  Mr.  Sprague,  and  Governor-General 
Sir  Eichard  Airey.  At  the  latter,  all  the  principal  officers 
of  the  garrison  were  present.  Invitations  from  the  15th 
and  other  regiments  were  necessarily  declined  by  the 
Admiral,  each  day  of  his  brief  sojourn  being  preoccupied 
for  some  special  purpose. 

The  liberal  hospitality  extended  Admiral  Farragut 
showed  the  desire  of  the  garrison  officers  to  restore  friend- 
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ly  feelings  between  the  respective  countries,  and  also 
demonstrated  that  the  eminent  services  and  heroism  of  our 
naval  hero  are  well  understood  among  those  whose  sympa- 
thies were  not  with  him  during  the  long  night  of  our 
intestine  troubles.  Upon  this  point  there  was  often  a  frank 
interchange  of  sentiments ;  and  while  our  opinions  were 
confirmed  that  our  real  friends  in  Western  Europe  during 
the  late  war  were  few  and  far  between,  yet  we  became 
somewhat  reconciled  by  the  readiness  with  which  all 
classes  accorded  to  us  the  glory  of  the  result. 

During  his  sojourn  in  Gibraltar,  with  a  desire  to  per- 
mit all  who  desired  it  to  visit  "  Afric's  sunny  fountains," 
the  Admiral,  with  Mrs.  Farragut,  Mrs.  Pennock,  and 
a  number  of  officers,  made  an  excursion  in  the  Frolic  to 
the  ancient  town  of  Tangier,  a  seaport  of  the  dusky  king- 
dom of  Morocco. 

Upon  arriving  we  exchanged  congratulations  with  the 
Moorish  authorities,  the  latter  firing  as  soon  as  they  had 
collected  a  sufficient  quantity  of  powder  to  load  twenty- 
one  guns. 

On  landing,  the  scene  almost  beggars  description.  A 
perfect  horde  of  bare-legged,  ragged,  miserable,  unkempt, 
uncouth-looking  specimens  of  Moorish  humanity  thronged 
the  beach,  and  clamored  and  gesticulated  wildly  for  the 
service  of  conveying  us  ashore  on  their  backs — the  small 
boats  not  being  able  to  approach  nearer  than  about  twenty 
feet.  The  Admiral  and  ladies  had  to  submit,  and  were 
borne  off  in  triumph ;  but  when  we  dispensed  with  their 
aid  by  jumping  part  of  the  distance,  a  howl  of  disappoint- 
ed rage,  as  from  hundreds  of  coyotes,  sounded  our  death- 
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knell  to  all  hopes  of  popularity  with  that  part  of  the  coast 
population.  "With  American  indifference,  however,  we  fol- 
lowed the  Admiral,  and  moved  steadily  on,  attended  close- 
ly by  a  crowd  of  all  ages  and  sexes,  and  indisputably  the 
"  observed  of  all  observers."  As  we  proceeded  we  ventured 
to  peep  into  a  mosque,  which  raised  a  perfect  storm  of  hor- 
ror in  our  rear,  and  we  received  the  chilling  assurance  that 
an  Englishman  had  been  stoned  almost  to  death  for  com- 
mitting no  greater  imprudence  !  By  dint  of  wonderful  per- 
severance, our  party  managed  to  thread  their  way  through 
scenes  of  misery  and  wretchedness  to  the  residence  of 
Mr.  McMouth,  United  States  Consul,  by  whom  and  Mrs. 
McMouth,  and  her  sister,  we  were  cordially  received,  and 
permitted  to  enjoy  rest  and  deliverance  from  our  persecu- 
tors. Mr.  McMouth  has  represented  our  Government  in  this 
uninviting  place  for  more  than  five  years,  and  is  justly  en- 
titled to  the  lasting  gratitude  of  every  true  American. 

The  Admiral  remained  here  three  hours  or  so,  was  very 
kindly  and  hospitably  entertained,  and  then,  surrounded 
by  his  customary  body-guard,  made  a  short  tour  through 
the  city,  bought  souvenirs  in  abundance,  visited  the  snake- 
charmers,  and  finally  reached  the  beach,  where  was  re- 
enacted  a  scene  somewhat  similar  to  the  landing,  only 
greatly  enlarged,  from  which  all  were  too  happy  to  escape 
without  the  pestilence  and  in  full  possession  of  their 
reason  and  pocket-books. 

This  city  of  Tangier  seems  to  be  inhabited  principally 
by  Moors  of  the  lower  order,  and  their  degraded  appear- 
ance, and  the  filthy,  pestilential  condition  of  the  narrow, 
tortuous,  corduroy-like  passages  dignified  by  the  name  of 
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streets  through  which  it  became  our  misfortune  to  pass, 
followed  by  a  small  army  of  the  more  youthful  population, 
afforded  abundant  evidence  of  the  fearful  decline  of  a  race 
which  once  held  dominion  over  so  many  rich  provinces 
bordering  on  the  Mediterranean,  and  whose  history,  during 
many  centuries,  was  such  a  brilliant  record  of  energy, 
power,  and  endurance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  Admiral  and  suite  were 
present,  by  special  invitation,  to  witness  an  inspection  of 
the  "  Engineers  "  on  the  Alameda  of  Gibraltar,  which  was 
a  very  fine  exhibition  ;  and  the  same  afternoon  he  attend- 
ed a  general  review  of  the  troops  of  the  garrison  on  the 
northern  parade,  near  the  "neutral  ground,"  where  he 
occupied  a  prominent  position  with  the  reviewing  oiEcer, 
General  Sir  Richard  Airey,  and  received  the  salutes  of 
the  passing  regiments. 

The  troops  marched  admirably — their  alignment  and 
steadiness  causing  general  comment.  There  were  about 
four  thousand  in  line,  and  all  performed  their  various 
evolutions  with  wonderful  precision  and  spirit.  The 
English  soldier  is  certainly  the  best  "  set  up  "  man  of  his 
trade  in  Europe. 

The  2d  day  of  December  was  reserved  by  the  Admiral 
for  a  return  entertainment  on  board  his  flag-ship  to  the 
officers  of  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar  and  their  families. 

There  was  a  large  number  of  guests,  amongst  whom 
were  Governor  and  Lady  Airey ;  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Prevost, 
Royal  Navy ;  Consul  and  Mrs.  Sprague ;  General  and 
Mrs.  Crutchley ;  Colonels  Maberly,  Smith,  Dixon,  and 
Nicholson  ;  Captain  Curtis  and  Lieutenant  Wallace,  aids- 
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de-camp,  and  many  officers  of  the  15th  aad  Royal  Artil- 
lery regiments.  The  entertainment  afforded  much  plea- 
sure ;  the  flag-ship  looked  uncommonly  bright,  and  her 
decks  presented  a  most  animated  and  brilliant  spectacle. 

On  the  following  day  Consul  Sprague  came  on  board 
with  the  coveted  mail,  and  immediately  thereafter  we 
weighed  anchor,  and  having  a  favorable  breeze  rounded 
Europa  Point,  shut  off  steam,  and  moved  gayly  and 
rapidly  on  before  a  ten-knot  breeze — the  band  playing  as 
we  rounded  the  rock,  and  our  flag  dipping  adieux  to  the 
many  friends  who  watched  our  progress  from  well-known 
localities  in  the  city.  In  the  evening  we  passed  Malaga, 
and  then  even  the  bold  landmarks  of  Spain  became  invisi- 
ble, for  the  curtain  of  night  surrounded  our  frigate,  and 
we  beheld  nothing  but  the  murmuring  sea. 

Before  taking  leave  of  Gibraltar,  a  few  observations 
upon  its  history  and  characteristics  will  not  be  inappropri- 
ate. Its  name  is  modified  from  Jebel-Tarik,  "  the  hill  of 
Tarik."  This  was  a  Berber  leader,  who  conquered  it  in 
711.  The  town  is  highly  interesting  from  the  number 
and  variety  of  races  in  its  population.  An  hour's  tour 
through  its  crowded  thoroughfares  brings  the  traveller 
face  to  face  with  "  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men,"  and 
women  also.  There  seemed  to  be  huddled  together  pro- 
miscuously every  species  of  European  and  African  hu- 
manity, from  the  blue-eyed  Saxon  to  the  dusky,  defiant- 
looking  Moor,  and  the  ebony  countenance  of  the  turbaned 
Nubian.  Jews  dwell  there  in  abundance,  and  monopolize 
much  of  the  retail  business ;  and  Spanish  muleteers  flock 
in  daily  with  the  scanty  produce  of  their  wellnigh  ex 
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hansted  fields  beyond  the  mountains.  I  am  persuaded 
that  if  the  authorities  would  import  an  American  Indian 
and  a  Mormon  elder,  human  nature  in  its  every  guise 
would  find  its  representative  beneath  the  dark  shadows  of 
the  rock-bound  citadel.  It  is  the  principal  entrepot  for 
the  distribution  of  British  manufactures  throughout  the 
adjacent  pi'ovinces,  and  as  such  exercises  considerable 
influence  over  the  surrounding  country. 

In  many  points  of  view  Gibraltar  is  a  very  agreeable 
place  of  residence,  and  amongst  the  officers  of  the  English 
army  is  considered  the  very  paradise  of  stations,  an 
assignment  thereto  being  welcomed  as  a  great  favor,  and 
often  acknowledged  by  the  recipient  with  a  "  farewell " 
amongst  his  friends  as  a  scene  of  general  rejoicing ! 

Many  become  attached  to  the  spot,  and  leave  it,  at  the 
expiration  of  their  term  of  service,  with  regrets  only  second 
to  those  which  mark  a  departure  from  home. 
9 


CHAPTEK  XXI. 

AEEIVAI,     IN     CAETHAGENA — ^VISIT    TO     MADEID PEESENTA- 

TION   TO    QUEEN    ISABELLA   AND   THE   KING   CONSOET. 

OUE.  short  cruise  along  the  southern  coast  of  Spain 
was  made  unusually  pleasant  by  most  favorable 
weather  and  the  transparency  of  the  atmosphere,  which 
afforded  the  grandest  views  of  the  rugged  lines  of  the 
Sierra  Nevadas,  while  Mulahacen's  lofty  summit,  covered 
with  perpetual  snow,  rose  boldly  in  the  background,  the 
monarch  of  Spanish  mountains.  A  fine  day  has  a  won- 
derful effect  both  upon  officers  and  men,  and  when,  on  the 
morning  after  our  departure  from  Gibraltar,  the  ships' 
crews  were  practised  at  the  guns  and  at  fire  quarters,  it 
was  noticeable  that  every  one  moved  with  a  spirit  which 
told  at  once  of  the  atmospheric  influence. 

On  the  evening  of  December  4th,  after  passing  "  Tinosa" 
lighthouse,  we  hove  to  off  the  harbor  of  Carthagena, 
and  on  the  following  morning  entered  the  beautiful  road- 
stead and  anchored  in  front  of  that  old  and  dilapidated 
city,  which  contains  the  chief  naval  arsenal  of  Spain. 

Immediately  several  cadaverous-looking  officials  came 
alongside,  received  the  bill  of  health  on  the  slit  end  of  a 
long  wand,  toasted  it  over  a  fire,  as  if  it  were  impregnated 
with  pestilence  or  leprosy,  and  although  it  demonstrated 
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that  a  slight  cold  in  the  head  was  the  greatest  malady  on 
board,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  one  or  two  cases  of 
nostalgia,  we  were  placed  in  quarantine  for  three  days, 
while  the  yellow  flag  floating  from  our  masthead  denied 
all  communication  with  shore. 

This  is  a  specimen  of  Spanish  enterprise  in  the  nine- 
teenth century — the  law  being  that  any  vessel  coming  from 
an  English,  French,  or  American  port  must  be  quarantined, 
whether  healthy  or  not,  simply,  it  would  seem,  as  a 
measure  of  annoyance  to  those  powers. 

Our  temporary  imprisonment  was  not  without  its  bles- 
sings and  its  comforts.  The  crews  were  exercised  in  the 
small  boats,  and  the  ship  was  scrubbed  to  a  degree  that 
would  have  extorted  an  approving  smile  from  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Penn  himself,  whilst  the  ofiicers  improved 
the  occasion  by  writing  up  all  old  cori-espondence  and 
obtaining  a  start  upon  the  new. 

The  Admiral  bore  his  conflnement  witli  patience  and 
resignation,  gazing  at  times  upon  the  ancient  city  before 
him,  and  doubtless  conjecturing  how  long  the  authorities 
would  keep  him  out  if  he  once  made  up  his  mind  to  go  in. 
But  a  graphic  history  of  the  siege  of  Gibraltar  occupied 
his  attention  and  reconciled  him  to  his  quiescent  state, 
whilst  the  officers  rather  enjoyed  this  temporary  lull  in 
the  storm  of  ovations  which  had  surrounded  our  frigate 
ever  since  her  appearance  in  European  waters,  and  made 
merry  over  their  amusing  incarceration. 

Precisely  three  days  afterwards  the  same  hungry-look- 
ing officials  came  tremblingly  on  board,  deposited  boxes 
containing  all  the  ingredients  which  smell  of  assafoetida  and 
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brimstone,  with  which  they  fumigated  the  ship,  rendering 
the  atmosphere  so  noisome  that  in  comparison  the  Grotto 
del  Cane  would  have  been  a  garden  of  roses,  and  after  due 
deliberation  relieved  us  from  quarantine,  when  the  yellow 
flag  was  lowered  and  communication  with  shore  estab- 
lished ;  this  process  convincing  the  aforesaid  officials  that 
all  danger  of  contagious  disease  was  removed. 

At  meridian  of  this  day  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns 
was  fired,  by  request  of  the  authorities,  in  honor  of  a  na- 
tional birthday,  and  immediately  thereafter  the  Admiral 
was  officially  visited  by  the  Oonsul-General  of  the  port, 
and  also  by  the  French  and  American  Consuls,  all  of 
whom  were  received  with  the  customary  honors. 

During  the  afternoon  the  Admiral  returned  these  calls, 
and  the  officers  made  their  usual  raid  upon  the  city,  re- 
turning shortly  with  elongated  countenances  and  with 
dismal  accounts  of  the  place ;  each  one  earnestly  hoping 
that  the  sojourn  of  the  flag-ship  in  this  venerable  harbor 
would  be  exceedingly  brief. 

To  the  antiquarian  this  once  celebrated  city  would 
have  a  more  than  ordinary  interest.  Formerly  a  principal 
colony  of  the  Carthaginians,  when  that  wonderful  people 
were  in  the  plenitude  of  power,  and  at  the  time  of  its 
capture  by  Scipio,  in  the  year  208  b.  c,  one  of  the  richest 
cities  in  the  world,  it  was  subsequently  almost  destroyed 
by  the  Goths,  and  it  is  now  a  modern  seaport  struggling 
feebly  onward,  but  with  few  visible  signs  of  progress  or 
prosperity. 

It  contains  a  flue  dry  dock  and  arsenal  for  building 
men-of-war,  and  has   a  canal  communicating  with    the 
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Segura  river,  and  through  it  with  the  province  of  Murcia. 
Its  manufactures  are  inconsiderable,  its  principal  ones 
being  of  glass,  and  controlled  and  worked  by  an  English 
company.  The  very  appearance  of  the  people  suggests  at 
once  the  antiquity  of  the  province.  The  little  monosylla- 
ble "  age  "  is  written  upon  every  house,  every  field,  every 
animal,  and  every  countenance ;  and  as  the  traveller  strolls 
about  the  narrow  streets  and  surveys  the  scenes,  animate 
and  inanimate,  he  feels  that  he  is  amongst  a  former  gene- 
ration, and  that  the  enervation  of  a  declining  race  is 
depressing  his  own  meditations. 

There  is  an  old  crumbling  castle  on  the  summit  of  an 
elevation  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  near  the  amphi- 
theati'e,  which  received  the  "  first  calls "  of  the  visitors 
from  the  flag-ship,  and  particularly  such  of  them  as  delight 
in  old  walls  and  the  associations  which  through  them  bind 
the  present  with  the  past.  It  is  said  to  have  been  built 
by  Scipio,  and  a  Latin  inscription  over  the  entrance  seems 
to  confirm  the  statement.  This  sentence  is  literally  trans- 
scribed  for  the  benefit  of  students  generally,  and  reads  as 
follows,  viz. : 

"  L.  ^milius  Mem  F  JS^ep — quir  Eectus  Domorum  Quier 
Carthaeini  ensise  Sicillitane  Assoitan  6  Lacedsemon  et 
Argivas  ^  bastanus  Scrib  Quaestorius  Scrib  ^dilicius  Civis 
Adlectus  ob  Honorem  ^dilitatis  Hoc  opus  Testimento 
Suo  Fieri  ius  sit." 

All  the  savans  of  the  flag-ship,  from  the  Admiral  down, 
set  their  wits  to  work  to  decipher  this  enigmatical  collec- 
tion of  old  Eoman  words,  but  it  remains  still  for  other 
parties  to  furnish  a  perfect  translation.     The  ward-room 
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officers  became  nearly  frantic  over  it,  and  every  old  Latin 
dictionary  on  board  was  ferreted  out  to  aid  in  the  desired 
solution ;  but  the  only  satisfaction  obtained  was  in  the 
assurance  that  "  it  clearly  demonstrated  the  presence  of  the 
great  Carthaginian  leader  at  a  very  remote  period  in  the 
history  of  Europe." 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  December,  the  Admiral 
and  Mrs.  Farragut,  with  part  of  the  staff,  set  out  for  Ma- 
drid, by  way  of  the  provinces  of  Murcia  and  New  Castile, 
and  over  a  very  desolate  and  dreary-looking  country  ;  the 
route  being  occasionally  diversified  by  views  of  distant 
mountains  and  occasional  groves  of  olive,  mulberry, 
cocoa,  and  orange  trees.  Upon  arriving  in  that  beautiful 
capital  they  were  very  courteously  received  at  the  depot 
by  Hon.  John  P.  Hale,  United  States  Minister,  and  by 
him  welcomed  to  Madrid  and  escorted  to  their  hotel. 

On  the  day  after  his  arrival  the  Admiral,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Hale,  made  an  official  call  upon  the  Duke  of  Ya- 
lencia  and  the  principal  officials  of  Spain,  and  exchanged 
visits  with  many  of  the  foreign  ministers  then  in  the 
capital. 

By  the  Minister  of  Marine,  and  other  dignitaries,  he 
was  conducted  through  the  great  Naval  Museum  and 
Library,  which  contain  many  interesting  relics,  and  all  the 
models  of  modern  vessels,  with  their  plans  of  construction; 
and  afterwards  visited  the  Museum  of  Arts  and  Ai'ms, 
which  boasts  the  finest  collection  in  Europe  of  every  wea- 
pon known  in  ancient  as  well  as  modem  times,  and 
jealously  guards  the  veritable  helmet  of  "  the  greatest 
Roman  of  them  all,"  and  also  the  one  woi^n  by  Hannibal, 
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the  suit  of  armor  in  which  Isabella  appeared  at  the  siege 
of  Granada,  and  a  countless  number  of  swords,  shields, 
and  rapiers  once  used  by  the  cavaliers  of  Leon  and  Castile. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  in  accordance  with  arrange- 
ments concluded  between  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
representative  of  the  American  Republic,  Admiral  Farra- 
gut,  with  Mrs.  Farragut  and  his  suite,  were  presented  in 
all  due  form  to  Queen  Isabella  and  to  the  King  Consort, 
by  both  of  whom  he  was  most  cordially  welcomed  to 
Spain,  and  assured  of  every  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Government. 

The  latter  was  quite  happy  in  his  reception  of  the  Admi- 
ral, and  upon  his  presentation  said  to  him :  "  Admiral 
Farragut,  I  am  glad  to  welcome  you  to  Spain ;  but  assure 
you  your  name  and  fame  have  preceded  you  to  Madrid. 
I  also  assure  you  that  I  am  proud  to  know  that  your 
paternal  ancestors  are  descended  from  my  dominions." 

After  a  very  pleasant  interview,  during  which  Her 
Catholic  Majesty  conversed  very  freely  and  unreservedly 
about  America,  the  party  withdrew,  and  returned  to  the 
labor  of  seeing  the  capital  within  the  brief  period  at  their 
command. 

On  the  evening  preceding  they  had  been  very  hand- 
somely entertained  by  the  American  Minister,  Mr.  Hale  ; 
upon  which  occasion  a  large  number  of  the  principal  dig- 
nitaries of  the  city,  with  the  members  of  the  diplomatic 
corps,  distinguished  oflBcers  of  the  army,  Mr.  Perry,  Secre- 
tary of  Legation,  and  others,  with  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters, flocked  in  to  greet  the  lion  of  the  evening. 

During  his  short  sojourn  in  Madrid  the  Admiral  was 
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much  gratified  to  meet  the  Countess  Montijo,  mother  of 
the  Empress  Eugenie,  with  whom  he  had  danced  over  fifty 
years  ago,  while  at  Malaga.  At  that  time  she  was  Miss 
Kirkpatricb,  daughter  of  a  Scotchman  of  that  name,  then 
American  Consul,  and  had,  it  is  natural  to  presume,  as 
much  idea  of  being  the  mother  of  the  Empress  of  the  great 
kingdom  of  France,  as  her  midshipman  partner  in  the 
dance  had  of  becoming  the  Admiral  of  the  American  navy 
and  the  greatest  naval  hero  of  the  age. 

The  reunion  was  very  pleasant  to  both,  and  enabled 
them  to  enjoy  quite  an  animated  conversation  about 
"  auld  lang  syne,"  and  the  changes  and  vicissitudes  of 
half  a  century  in  the  cycle  of  time. 

He  and  Mrs.  Farragut  received  a  very  pressing  in- 
vitation to  dine  with  her  Grace  on  the  following  day, 
but  were  compelled  to  decline,  on  account  of  their  return 
to  the  fiag-ship. 

On  the  same  evening,  after  enjoying  a  visit  of  four  days 
in  the  Spanish  capital,  the  Admiral  and  suite  returned  to 
Carthagena,  and,  accompanied  by  the  Consul,  immediately 
reoccupied  head-quarters  in  the  FrcmTclin,  where,  after 
official  visitations  from  a  Spanish  lieutenant-general 
commanding  the  troops  in  the  disti-ict,  and  a  captain- 
general  in  charge  of  the  garrison,  both  of  whom  were 
received  with  the  customary  honors,  orders  were  pro- 
mulgated to  have  the  ship  in  readiness  to  proceed  on  her 
cruise  up  the  Mediterranean. 

I  can  only  refer  to  a  very  remarkable  trip  to  the  city  of 
Murcia,  undertaken  by  several  of  our  ofllcers,  as  the 
amusing  scenes  and  incidents  which  occurred   are    "  in 
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their  memories  locked,"  and  furnish  only  individual  recre- 
ation to  those  who  enjoyed  the  honor  of  being,  I  presume, 
the  first  Americans  ever  let  loose  in  that  old  centre  of 
Moorish  power. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  Carthagena,  copies  of  the 
following  verses,  printed  in  Spanish,  and  written  by  a  well- 
known  Spanish  poetess  of  Madrid,  were  circulated  amongst 
the  officials : — 

TO   ADMIRAL  FAKRAGUT, 

UPON  HIS  ABKITAL   AT   CAKTHAGEITA. 

Hail,  Farragut,  great  captain  !     Thy  swift  bark, 

At  her  arrival  on  the  Spanish  shores. 
Old  Ocean  greets  with  rolling  waves ;  and  hark  I 

His  hollow  bed  an  echoed  welcome  roars. 

Thy  name  is  honored  now  in  every  land ; 

All  nations  hail  thy  flag  with  loud  acclaim ; 
Yes  I  even  on  the  Tagus'  lonely  strand, 

Men  know  and  sing  thy  bright,  undying  fame. 

I  am  the  songster,  captain,  who  alone 

Rehearsed  thy  triumphs  in  my  native  laud 

When  Freedom's  star,  obscured,  more  dimly  shone, 
And  fickle  Fortune  strengthened  Treason's  hand. 

Thine  and  thy  country's  stars  triumphant  shine 

To-day  ;  thou  need'st  no  feeble  praise  of  mine. 

Carolina  Cobonado. 

iTranslated  from  the  original  by  Professor  Werner,  of  the  OoUege  of  the 
City  of  New  York.] 


CHAPTEE  XXII. 

DEPAETUEE  FROM    CAETHAGENA ^ARRIVAL     m   POET   MAHON 

CHEISTMAS-DAT   ON   BOAED   SHIP. 

THE  sun  shone  most  brilliantly  on  the  16th  Decem- 
ber, as  if  in  token  of  our  joy  at  a  speedy  depar- 
ture from  the  dull  region  in  which  we  had  added  ten  days 
to  the  length  of  our  cruise,  and  when  the  orders  were 
issued  to  "  prepare  for  sea,"  they  were  executed  with  a 
will  which  spoke  volumes  for  the  general  feeling  of  relief 
which  prevailed. 

While  the  officers  were  exercising  their  lungs  in  con- 
veying the  usual  catalogue  of  orders,  the  alcalde  of  the 
city,  with  the  mayor  and  councils,  came  on  board  in  im- 
posing style,  and  with  addresses  prepared  to  greet  the 
Admiral  and  to  express  their  pleasure  at  his  visit.  They 
were  received  with  the  usual  salute  from  our  nine-inch 
orators  on  the  gun-deck,  and  after  delivering  themselves 
of  many  pretty  little  speeches,  and  inspecting  the  flag-ship 
en  masse,  they  withdrew  over  the  side  and  returned  to 
their  venerable  metropolis  to  witness  the  departure  of 
their  guest.  "We  got  under  way  at  half-past  three  p.m., 
steamed  rapidly  out  of  the  harbor,  and  headed  towards 
the  Balearic  Islands,  passing  Negrete  and  Palos  light- 
houses early  iu  the  evening. 

On  the  following  morning  we  made  an  unusual  com- 
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motion  in  that  ti'anquil  sea  by  practising  at  a  target,  for 
whose  benefit  we  discharged  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
shots,  and  showing  an  accuracy  in  gunnery  which  gratified 
the  Admiral  amazingly.  Shortly  afterwards  we  passed 
Ivica  and  Formentera,  and  on  the  succeeding  day  had 
Majorca  on  our  port,  the  little  island  of  Cabrera  appearing 
like  a  dot  on  the  smooth  surface  of  the  Mediterranean. 
During  the  same  evening  our  vessel  was  hove  to  off  the 
entrance  to  Port  Mahon,  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  island 
of  Minorca,  into  which  we  managed  to  steam  on  the  ensu- 
ing morning,  although  several  white  sqiialls,  accompanied 
by  heavy  weather,  did  their  utmost  to  keep  us  outside  in 
a  pretty  rough  sea. 

Fortunately  we  reached  our  anchorage,  near  Kat  Island, 
in  the  very  nick  of  time,  after  passing  along  the  very 
picturesque  channel  which  connects  the  sea  with  the  prin- 
cipal harbor,  one  of  the  best  and  most  commodious  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Shortly  thereafterthe  United  States  Con- 
sul, Mr.  Eobinson,  came  on  board  to  greet  the  Admiral, 
receiving  in  return  a  particularly  cordial  welcome  from 
the  officers  and  crew,  from  the  fact  that  he  was  accompa- 
nied by  a  huge  mail-bag  ;  and  it  was  not  long  ere  letters 
of  every  class  and  variety,  from  the  ponderous  and  impos- 
ing "  officials  "  down  to  the  closely  written,  doubly  cross- 
ed "  sentimentals,"  were  distributed  about  the  frigate,  and 
created  a  silence  and  decorum  worthy  of  a  reading-room 
of  savans.  About  this  time  several  Spanish  ofiicers  came 
on  board,  charged  with  messages  from  the  authorities 
expressive  of  general  joy  at  the  arrival  of  the  distinguish- 
ed head  of  the  American  navy. 
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In  many  respects  Port  Malion  is  a  very  pleasant  little 
seaport,  one  of  its  greatest  attractions  consisting  in  its 
almost  i^nparalleled  cleanliness— not  only  in  the  condition 
of  the  streets,  but  in  that  of  the  humblest  dwellings,  all 
of  which  are  either  painted  or  whitewashed  so  frequently 
as  to  give  the  entire  place  a  most  thrifty  and  enterprising 
appearance,  in  striking  contrast  with  such  other  places 
of  Spain  as  it  was  our  lot  to  visit. 

The  town  has  always  been  popular  with  the  older  offi- 
cers of  our  navy,  from  the  boyish  days  of  Admiral  Farra- 
gut  himself,  when,  as  a  midshipman,  he  had  first  visited 
the  island. 

The  name  of  the  port,  judging  from  the  number  of 
families  bearing  one  surname  who  reside  there,  is  a  misno- 
mer, and  should  be  "  Orfela ;  "  for  every  other  signboard 
seems  to  bear  that  honorable  patronymic,  and  upon  our 
arrival  we  were  assured  by  our  naval  fathers  that  the 
best  hootmaJcer  was  Peter  Orfela ;  the  best  taMor,  Pedro 
Orfela;  the  best  hatter,  Jose  Orfela;  and  the  best  every- 
thing, Orfela  in  general !  Many  execrable  puns  resulted 
from  this  popular  name,  none  of  them,  of  course,  being 
worthy  of  record. 

Admiral  Farragut's  last  visit  to  this  island  was  in  the 
year  1825,  at  which  time  he  was  junior  lieutenant  on 
board  the  frigate  Brandywine,  commanded  by  Commodore 
Morris,  in  which  vessel  General  La  Fayette  had  been  con- 
veyed from  Washington  to  Havre,  before  she  joined  the 
squadron  under  Commodore  Eodgers. 

At  that  period  Port  Mahon  was  the  headquarters  of  our 
fleet  cruising  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  was  used  by  our 
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government  as  a  naval  depot  and  dockyard.  It  was 
retained  as  such  for  many  years,  and  until  the  French, 
becoming  apprehensive  or  jealous  of  our  foothold  in  that 
sea,  prevailed  upon  the  Spanish  authorities  to  rescind  the 
contract  between  the  two  governments,  and  thenceforward 
the  island  was  American  only  in  the  sympathies  and  pre- 
dilections of  the  people,  which  prevail,  however,  to  this 
time. 

Keturning  to  this  old  camping-ground,  to  him  hallowed 
as  the  scene  of  his  father's  nativity,  after  a  lapse  of  so 
many  years,  as  the  Admiral  commanding  the  American 
navy,  a  title  then  unknown  in  our  country,  it  was  not 
surprising  that  his  presence  should  have  created  a  great 
excitement  amongst  the  native  population,  many  of  whom 
insisted  upon  remembering  him  perfectly  on  the  occasion 
of  his  former  visit ! 

Even  when  at  Gibraltar,  news  reached  us  of  the  great 
preparations  making  by  the  Minorcans  to  give  him  a  most 
enthusiastic  reception,  and  as  we  approached  frotn  Cartha- 
gena  the  "flying  rumors  gathered  as  they  rolled." 

On  the  following  morning  the  Admiral,  with  his  staif, 
called  upon  the  Military  and  Civil  Governor  and  the 
American  Consul,  by  all  of  whom  he  was  most  cordially 
received,  the  two  former  assuring  him  that  his  name  was 
well  known  throughout  the  Spanish  dominions,  and  that 
they  were  proud  to  have  the  opportunity  of  welcoming  him 
to  Minorca. 

The  next  day  there  was  quite  a  reception  on  board  the 
flag-ship,  the  programme  opening  with  the  appearance  of 
the  Russian  Consul,  M.  Ladiko,  who  was  speedily  followed 
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by  the  Mayor  and  civil  authorities,  then  by  the  Military 
Governor  of  the  province,  and  finally  by  a  deputation 
from  Ciudadela,  formerly  the  capital  of  the  island,  the 
birtliplace  of  Admiral  Farragut's  father,  whose  citizens 
claimed  priority  in  all  the  honors  to  be  extended  to  the 
distinguished  son  of  their  former  townsman,  and  which 
now  sent  a  committee  to  invite  him  to  visit  their  city. 

It  may  readily  be  imagined  that  the  guns  of  the  Frank- 
lin were  unusually  busy  throughout  this  day,  and  kept 
the  gunner  moving  about  pretty  actively. 

During  this  day  and  night  we  were  visited  with  very 
heavy  squalls  of  wind  and  rain,  causing  every  one  on  board 
to  congratulate  himself  that  our  vessel  was  comfortably 
anchored  in  a  snug  landlocked  harbor,  and  that  the  winds 
might  blow  and  crack  their  cheeks  without  interfering 
with  our  ease. 

The  ensuing  days,  up  to  the  festival  of  the  l^ativity,  were 
by  general  arrangement  devoted  almost  exclusively,  on 
board  and  on  shore,  to  preparations  for  a  proper  obser- 
vance of  the  approaching  holiday ;  in  the  pursuit  of  which 
we  finally  discovered  several  places  of  business  which 
were  not  owned  and  managed  by  members  of  the  Orfela 
family. 

Vessels  of  war,  in  the  smaller  seaports,  are  the  life  and 
business  of  the  place,  and  create  sufficient  trade  to  atone 
for  long  months  of  stagnation.  The  shrewd  tradesmen 
woi'k  at  such  times  like  bees  in  summer,  to  provide  for 
their  winter  of  inactivity ;  and  a  flag-ship  offers  a  harvest 
of  which  they  are  never  slow  to  profit.  Even  as  the  trav- 
eller in  the  desert  thirsts  for  water,  and  the  storm- tossed 
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mariner  longs  for  a  harbor^  so  the  merchants  of  all  sea 
ports  pray  most  earnestly  for  the  arrival  of  a  naval 
squadron. 

Christmas-day  was  celebrated  most  merrily  in  our  great 
floating  tabernacle.  Although  deprived  of  the  charms  of 
the  home  circle,  and  the  gambols  of  the  juvenile  throng 
around  the  grotesque  figure  or  the  bounteous  gifts  of 
Santa  Claus,  yet  our  own  observance  was  not  without  its 
appropriate  pleasures. 

The  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut  kept  open  house  all 
day,  and  received  the  calls  of  officers  after  the  manner  ot 
New- Year's  Day  in  'New  York  ;  but  with  far  less  trouble 
and  confusion.  The  ward-room  and  steerage  tables  gi-oaned 
under  huge  tureens  of  the  customary  egg-nog,  which 
rapidly  disappeared  under  the  renewed  wishes  for  many 
happy  returns  of  the  season  —  "  may  the  next  one  be  at 
home." 

AH  work  was  suspended ;  divine  service  was  performed 
on  the  gun-deck,  with  all  the  chants,  hymns,  and  carols  set 
apart  for  the  day ;  after  which  vigorous  preparations  for 
the  several  banquets  commenced.  The  tables  for  the 
sailors  were  arranged  on  either  side  of  the  main-deck, 
extending  its  entire  length,  and  were  bountifully  supplied 
with  all  things  needful ;  the  turkey  and  the  porker  being  the 
principal  victims  of  man's  voracity.  They  were  also  pro- 
fusely decorated  with  flags  and  bouquets,  whilst  appro- 
priate evergreens  hung  in  graceful  festoons  along  the 
sides  of  the  vessel  and  rested  complacently  npon  the  broad 
Dahlgrens,  blending  peace  and  war  in  most  happy 
accord. 
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The  several  "  messes  "  of  the  ship  were  not  backward 
with  their  own  preparations,  but  vied  with  each  other  in 
exterior  ornamentation  and  in  magnificence  of  fare,  until 
the  Franklin  resembled  an  immense  restaurant  well  pa- 
tronized in  every  apartment. 

The  day  passed  off  so  pleasantly  that  every  one  drank 
to  its  speedy  return,  with  the  same  associations  and  the 
same  blessings. 


CHAPTEE   XXIII. 

RECEPTION  AT   CIITDADELA GEAND   BALL   IN   POET   MAHON 

MATINEE   ON  FLAG-SHIP DEPAETTIKE   FEOM  MINOECA   AND 

AEEIVAL     AT    TOULON — FETES     IN   THAT    OITT. 

THE  following  day  had  been  designated  by  tlie 
Admiral  for  his  promised  visit  to  Ciudadela,  in  re- 
sponse to  the  cordial  invitation  of  the  authorities  and 
people  of  that  little  city.  All  the  preparations  having 
been  completed  for  his  reception,  and  to  convey  him  and  his 
suite  over  the  island  to  the  home  of  his  father,  he  started, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Farragut,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Pen- 
nock,  Messrs.  "Watson,  Kane,  "Welles,  and  Montgomery  of 
liis  staff,  and  Mr.  Eobinson,  United  States  Consul  at 
Mahon,  and  escorted  by  a  committee  duly  appointed  to 
conduct  him  to  his  destination. 

The  news  of  the  tour  of  pleasure  had  spread  rapidly  to 
all  parts  of  the  island,  and  occasioned  a  general  rest  from 
labor  and  a  popular  concentration  upon  the  lines  of  travel. 

At  the  towns  of  Alayor  and  Mercadal,  on  the  road, 
flocks  of  people  of  both  sexes  had  assembled  on  the  road- 
side to  unite  with  the  authorities  in  tendering  our  naval 
chieftain  a  cordial  welcome,  and  in  expressing  their  delight 
at  his  advent. 

Although  unable   to  accept  the    offers  of  hospitality, 
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even  in  these  unpretending  villages  were  showered  npon 
him,  the  Admiral  heartily  acknowledged  the  gratification 
he  felt  at  their  demonstrations  of  personal  regard ;  and 
passing  along  the  excited  lines,  he  yielded  to  a  siege  of  hand- 
shaking which,  I  verily  believe,  would  have  palsied  the  arm 
of  the  most  experienced  politician  whose  life  had  been 
passed  in  daily  submissions  to  this  most  exquisite  torture. 
At  these  points,  and  elsewhere  along  the  route,  soldiers 
had  been  stationed  to  pay  him  proper  honors,  and  to  ten- 
der him  any  assistance  he  might  require  throughout  his 
journey.  Upon  his  arrival  within  four  miles  of  Ciudadela 
he  was  formally  received  by  the  Alcalde,  and  a  large  com- 
mittee, comprising  many  prominent  citizens,  tendered  the 
hospitalities  of  the  city  and  cordially  welcomed  him  as  its 
guest.  After  a  brief  interchange  of  courtesies  he  was 
transferred  to  a  very  handsome  barouche,  and  conducted 
forward  in  the  van  of  quite  a  formidable-looking  proces- 
sion, demonstrations  of  every  kind  increasing  as  he  ap- 
proached this  ancient  capital  of  Minorca,  the  present  resi- 
dence of  many  of  those  who  prefer  the  quiet  seclusion  of 
their  island  home  to  the  more  dazzling  notoriety  which 
would  surroiind  them  in  many  of  the  older  and  gayer  prov- 
inces of  the  mainland.  Outside  the  walls  of  the  city  his 
appearance  was  no  sooner  heralded  than  masses  of  people 
of  every  age,  sex,  and  condition  rushed  forward  to  greet 
him,  filling  the  air  with  cheers  and  acclamations.  As  he 
passed  the  gates  of  the  city  the  walls,  house-tops,  and  bal- 
conies were  crowded  with  throngs  of  anxious  spectators, 
uniting  demonstrations  of  welcome  with  equally  expres- 
sive shouts  from  the  swaying  multitude  who  had  taken 
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possession  of  the  principal  thoroughfares ;  one  old  man  of 
"  three  score  years  and  ten,"  with  tears  streaming  down 
his  weather-beaten  face,  stamping  sincerity  itself  upon  the 
nature  of  the  welcome  by  shouting  aloud,  "  He  is  ours !  he 
is  ours  !  but  I  shall  never  see  him  more."   Like  Coriolanus, 

"  the  matrons  flung  their  gloves, 
Ladies  and  maids  their  scarfs  and  handkerchiefs 
TJpon  him  as  he  passed :  the  nobles  bended 
As  to  Jove's  statue  ;  and  the  commons  made 
A  shower  and  thunder  with  their  caps  and  shouts. 
I  never  saw  the  like. " 

The  avenue  leading  to  the  residence  of  Signer  Don 
Gabriel  Squella,  which  had  been  kindly  placed  by  that 
gentleman  at  the  disposal  of  the  Admiral  and  suite,  was 
literally  blocked  with  people,  and  the  excitement  rose 
rapidly  to  "  fever  heat "  as  the  head  of  the  column  ap- 
peared in  view,  endeavoring  to  make  a  breach  in  a  body 
absolutely  "closed  in  mass."  It  was  with  no  little  diffi- 
culty that  the  procession  forced  a  passage ;  and  although 
policemen  did  their  utmost,  and  jostled,  crowded,  and 
threatened,  accompanying  their  language  with  all  the 
vocabulary  of  Spanish  expletives,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
disembark  at  some  distance  from  the  hospitable  mansion, 
and  trust  to  the  humanity  of  our  entertainers  to  afford  an 
entrance  on  foot.  The  cry,  however,  was  "  still  they  come," 
for  even  the  temporary  concealment  of  the  Admiral  within 
the  delightful  headquarters  which  had  been  assigned  him 
seemed  to  be  the  signal  for  a  renewed  outburst,  which 
brought  him  to  the  balcony,  upon  which  he  stood  bowing 
his  thanks,  and  acknowledging  in  every  possible  way  his 
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heartfelt  appreciation  of  the  cordial  welcome  extended 
him,  tmtil  it  appeared  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  a 
cessation  of  hostilities,  when,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life, 
he  was  persuaded  to  retreat  in  the  face  of  superior  num- 
bers. The  excitement  continued  unabated,  however, 
throughout  the  entire  evening,  and  it  was  not  until  near 
midnight  that  the  crowd  slowly  dispersed,  and  the  peace- 
ful little  city  of  Ciudadela  resumed  its  wonted  quiet,  and 
its  order-loving  citizens,  unaccustomed  to  all  such  "sounds 
of  reveh-y  by  night,"  retired  to  their  own  little  homesteads 
to  talk  over  the  stirring  events  of  the  day  and  compare 
notes  upon  the  scenes  they  had  witnessed.  During  this 
time  a  fine  band  of  music  was  stationed  in  the  capacious 
vestibule  on  the  first  floor  of  Signor  Squella's  mansion, 
and  almost  all  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  place,  with 
their  families,  called  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  city's 
guest,  making  the  scene  of  excitement  within  as  pleasant 
as  that  without  was  tumultuous. 

On  the  following  morning  enthusiasm  arose  with  the 
sun,  once  more  took  firm  possession  of  the  street  fronting 
the  headquarters  of  the  Admiral,  and  there  kept  anxious 
watch.  I  am  confident  that  had  there  been  an  election 
that  day  for  Grovernor  of  the  Balearic  Islands,  or  for  King 
of  Spain  itself,  the  Admiral  would  have  been  chosen  with- 
out opposition. 

At  an  early  hour,  accompanied  by  his  entire  suite,  all  sur- 
rounded and  followed  by  an  admiring  and  excited  throng,  he 
was  escorted  by  the  committee  and  other  citizens  to  all  the 
places  of  interest  in  and  about  the  city,  and  finally  to  the 
cathedra],  in  which  he  had  scarcely  been  seated  before  it 
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was  literally  packed  in  every  part  by  people,  their  hun- 
dreds of  eyes  being  riveted  upon  the  pleasant  countenance 
of  the  unappalled  Admiral,  who  withstood  this  onslaught 
with  as  much  sang-froid  as  if  accustomed  to  such  trying 
ordeals.  Soon  after  the  great  organ  pealed  forth  our  own 
national  melodies,  recalling  our  far-off  land  even  to  those 
whose  knowledge  of  its  power  and  glory  was  limited  to  its 
history,  and  the  sparse  information  derived  from  the  few 
Americans  who  have  visited  that  little  secluded  city. 

Upon  his  return  to  headquarters  he  was  visited  by  the 
Alcalde  and  the  members  of  the  Ayuntamiento  in  a  body, 
and  by  them  presented  with  a  book  containing  the  register 
of  the  baptism  of  his  father,  and  also  with  a  copy  of  a  law 
passed  that  day  making  him  a  citizen  of  Ciudadela ;  and 
on  the  same  evening  he  and  his  suite  were  very  handsomely 
entertained  by  them  at  a  grand  banquet  in  the  palatial 
residence  of  the  Marquis  de  Albranca,  which  that  noble- 
man had  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  for  this 
special  occasion.  This  entertainment  was  a  magnificent 
one,  not  only  in  its  style,  but  in  its  proportions.  The 
large  saloon  was  gracefully  festooned  with  the  ensigns  of 
both  nations,  and  the  table  profusely  and  elegantly  deco- 
rated with  bouquets  and  pyramids  of  confections,  from 
all  of  which  arose  miniature  flags  of  the  countries  repre- 
sented, while  the  principal  ornament  consisted  of  a  large 
centre-piece  representing  the  castle  of  Ciudadela,  having 
upon  its  four  walls  the  words  "  Homenage,"  "  T  Patrio- 
tismo,"  "  Ciudadela,"  "  De  Respeto,"  from  the  centre  of 
which  towered  a  column  of  victory,  surrounded  by  a  scroll 
bearing  in  large  gilt  letters  the  inscription,   "El  Gran 
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Almirante  Farragut."  On  tlie  top  of  this  shaft  was  perch- 
ed a  small  figure  of  Fame  blowing  a  trumpet  and  holding 
ribbons  suspended  from  the  four  towers,  emblematic  of  our 
national  colors.  This  was  certainly  the  crowning  orna- 
ment, and  its  beauty  was  in  no  way  lessened  by  the  fact 
that  all  its  parts  were  filled  with  the  choicest  ionhons.  At 
the  close  of  the  entertainment  it  was  very  gracefully  pre- 
sented by  the  committee  to  Mrs.  Farragut,  who  received 
it  most  graciously,  and  preserved  it  very  carefully — ^giving 
it  a  passage  to  New  York  in  the  FranJclin  on  her  return 
home,  where  she  still  cherishes  it  as  a  bright  souvenir  of 
Ciudadela. 

During  the  course  of  the  evening  many  highly  compli- 
mentary and  flattering  sentiments  were  proposed  by  the 
Alcalde  and  other  gentlemen  in  honor  of  the  Admiral,  his 
oflicers,  and  the  ladies,  to  which  the  Admiral  and  Captain 
Pennock  repeatedly  responded,  sometimes  in  Spanish  and 
sometimes  in  English,  as  the  spirit  and  the  sentiment 
moved  them  ;  they  also,  on  the  part  of  Americans  gene- 
rally, offered  toasts  which  were  received  with  the  most 
enthusiastic  vivas.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  entertain- 
ment the  party  returned  to  Signer.  Squella's,  where  a 
large  company  soon  assembled.  Pleasure  ruled  the  hour, 
joj  was  unconfined,  and  the  evening  wore  away  in  the 
most  agreeable  enjoyments,  and  in  the  delightful  labor  of 
instructing  Spanish  beauties  in  the  mysteries  of  the  pure 
English,  and  becoming  in  turn  most  willing  pupils  of  their 
dark-eyed  instructresses  in  their  own  melodious  language. 

Next  morning  the  Admiral  took  leave  of  his  very  kind 
host  and  of  his  charming  family,  who,  with  that  of  Signor 
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Don  Martorell,  had  been  so  unremitting  in  their  atten- 
tions ;  and  braving  once  more  the  tempest  of  excitement 
before  him,  was  escorted  four  miles  out  of  the  city  in  the 
same  manner  in  which  he  had  entered  it ;  the  same  scenes 
occurring,  the  same  demonstrations  following  him,  and  the 
same  enthusiasm  manifesting  itself  to  the  very  last. 

This  unexpected  reception  by  the  people  of  Cindadela, 
and  others  residing  near  it,  was  to  our  naval  commander 
one  of  the  most  gratifying  incidents  of  his  cruise,  and  was 
the  more  appreciated  from  the  fact  that  it  seemed  to  be 
prompted  entirely  by  feelings  to  which  no  other  than  the 
most  generous  motives  can  be  attached — a  reception,  as 
expressed  by  one  of  those  engaged  in  it,  simply  "  from  the 
heart,"  and  nothing  more,  and  as  such  produced  an  effect 
which  many  a  more  dazzling  display  would  fail  to  excite. 
National  receptions  are  certainly  grand  and  imposing. 
They  spring  from  a  desire  to  promote  friendly  political 
relations,  and  to  cultivate  commercial  intercourse  and 
profit  between  powerful  kingdoms  ;  but  an  outpouring  of 
a  quiet,  unostentatious  people,  induced  by  no  other  cause 
than  that  of  tendering  a  welcome  and  doing  honor  to  one 
whom  they  claimed  as  a  citizen,  had  a  significance  of  its 
own,  and  appealed  to  the  heart  with  a  charm  and  a  force 
which  was  as  gratifying  as  it  was  irresistible.  As  may 
well  be  imagined,  the  Admiral  was  deeply  affected,  for 
"  there  was  a  sublimity  in  the  event  that  mingled  a  solemn 
feeling  with  the  public  joy." 

The  Admiral  was  accompanied  on  his  return  trip  by 
Mr.  Sancho,  Mr.  Robinson,  and  Count  Olives,  and  upon 
reaching  Mahon  proceeded   to  the  FranMvii,  where  the 
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evening  was  most  pleasantly  passed  in  recalling  the  bril 
liant  and  imposing  scenes  connected  with  the  triumphal 
tour  to  Oiudadela. 

On  the  night  of  the  last  day  of  the  old  year — which 
certainly  departed  this  life  with  a  groan,  for  it  was  bleak 
and  disagreeable  to  a  degree  rarely  surpassed — a  mag- 
nificent ball  was  given  in  honor  of  Admiral  Farragut  by 
the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  Mahon,  at  the  Casino, 
a  fine  building  used  as  an  army  club-house. 

On  entering  with  Mrs.  Farragut  and  a  large  number  of 
ofiicers,  the  Admiral  was  received  by  the  military  Gov- 
ernor and  the  prominent  officials,  and  presented  to  the 
assembled  ton  of  the  city  under  the  inspiration  of  "  Hail 
Columbia "  and  the  "  Star-Spangled  Banner  "  from  the 
Mahonese  band. 

The  large  saloons  of  this  handsome  building  were  gaylj 
and  profusely  dressed  with  the  flags  of  the  respective 
countries,  and  embellished  with  flowers  of  every  variety 
known  to  the  island. 

The  glittering  uniforms  of  Spanish  ofiicers  assumed 
additional  brilliancy  amid  the  less  gaudy  yet  neater  dress 
of  the  American  guests,  while  the  frequent  decorations 
upon  the  impressive  black  of  civilian  costumes  proved 
that  municipal  dignitaries  were  present  to  join  in  the 
honors  of  the  occasion.  The  cosmopolitan  dance  com- 
menced early  that  night  and  concluded  early  next  morn- 
ing :  the  guests  taking  no  note  of  the  expiring  year,  and 
scarcely  realizing  the  advent  of  1868  amid  the  pleasures 
of  the  hour.  The  Admiral  withdrew  early,  leaving  all  the 
others  happily  engaged  in  enthusiastic  waltzes. 
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The  new  year  ushered  itself  into  the  world  as  bois- 
terously as  its  predecessor  had  bowed  itself  out.  The 
heavens  were  opened,  and  poured  the  full  force  of  their 
flood  upon  the  face  of  nature,  placing  an  effectual  damper 
upon  the  spirits  of  all  on  board  ship,  and  extorting  occa- 
sional murmurings  from  those  inclined  to  be  rheumatic. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ensuing  Friday  we  were  some- 
what aroused  from  our  lethargy  by  the  preparations 
making  for  a  grand  reception  to  be  given  by  the  Admiral, 
in  acknowledgment  of  the  kindness  and  hospitality  which 
had  been  extended  to  him  and  his  officers  while  in  the 
harbor  of  Mahon.  These  ceremonials  were  the  unfailing 
premonitory  symptoms  of  an  approaching  departure  for  a 
new  scene  of  operations,  and,  in  cases  where  other  ports 
were  desii-able,  were  of  course  always  welcome. 

For  this  occasion  the  flag-ship  was  again  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  "  dressmaker "  and  his  corps  of  assistants, 
and  in  a  few  hours  she  became  the  queen  of  the  harbor, 
for  flags  and  bunting  were  used  in  alarming  profusion,  and 
covered  the  capacious  decks  with  a  combination  of  colors 
which  gave  brilliant  effect  to  the  appropriated  scene  of 
operations. 

At  the  appointed  hour  the  guests  began  to  pour  over 
the  starboard  gangway,  and  in  a  short  time  the  frigate  was 
converted  into  a  crowded  and  happy  floating  ball-room. 

There  was  a  full  attendance  at  the  matinee,  "  the  world 
and  his  wife"  of  Mahon  being  participants  in  the  gay 
scene,  and  the  enthusiasm  with  which  they  joined  in  the 
festivities  afforded  gratifying  evidence  that  the  Admiral's 
hospitality  was  appreciated.      There  was  the  usual  "  set 
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out "  on  the  gun-deck,  tlie  tables  being  freighted  with 
every  possible  luxury,  to  which  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
Spain  did  full  justice. 

A  heavy  gale  sweeping  over  the  harbor  induced  the 
Admiral  to  postpone  his  departure  from  Mahon  until  the 
morning  of  Januarj'  6th,  when  we  got  under  way  and 
steamed  out  into  a  very  disturbed  sea,  and  proceeded  north- 
wardly against  a  head  wind. 

Our  course  lay  directly  across  the  Gulf  of  Lyons,  in 
which  so  many  vessels  have  been  handled  without  gloves 
by  the  powers  of  the  air,  and  where  the  mariner  is  almost 
sure  to  meet  with  a  "  blow,"  if  one  is  to  be  had  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Our  apprehensions  on  this  score  had 
become  somewhat  intensified  by  the  terrible  experience 
of  the  Cancmdaigua  and  Swatara  a  few  days  before ;  the 
graphic  descriptions  of  their  officers  affording  us  a  pleas- 
ant scene  in  anticipation. 

But,  strange  to  relate,  we  crossed  this  unpopular  salt- 
water Rubicon  without  sufficient  excitement  of  the  ele- 
ments to  give  life  to  the  monotonous  log,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing evening  passed  Porquerolles  Island,  and  shortly 
thereafter  anchored  in  the  outer  bay,  below  the  strongly 
fortified  city  of  Toulon,  making  our  second  visit  to  La 
Belle  France  at  her  southernmost  harbor,  as  our  first  had 
been  to  her  most  northern. 

Early  on  the  ensuing  day  the  flag-ship  steamed  up  to 
the  principal  harbor,  upon  entering  which  Admiral  Farra- 
gut  was  complimented  by  a  salute  of  seventeen  guns  from 
the  celebrated  armor-plated  frigate  Solferino,  the  flag- 
ship of  Yice-Admiral  Count   de  Gueydon,  commander-in- 
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chief  of  the  French  fleet  stationed  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  the  salute  was  immediately  returned  by  the  FramMm, 
gun  for  gun. 

On  approaching  the  mooring  buoy,  whicli  had  been 
specially  reserved  by  order  of  the  Captain  of  the  Port  for 
the  FramJclin,  the  flag-ship  passed  by  all  the  iron-clads 
composing  this  powerful  squadron,  which  were  moored  in 
two  lines  of  five  in  each  row ;  and  as  she  moved  slowly 
along  between  those  formidable-looking  monsters,  their  sev- 
eral bands  pealed  forth  a  thrilling  welcome,  performing  most 
beautifully  those  stirring  melodies  whose  music  speaks  of 
home,  and  which  never  sound  more  sweetly  than  when 
heard  far  away  from  the  land  whose  nationality  they  sym- 
bolize. 

The  FramMin  acknowledged  these  graceful  courtesies  in 
a  becoming  manner,  the  lovely  strains  of  "  Partant  pour 
la  Syrie  "  rising  gently  from  her  decks,  and  blending  most 
beautifully  with  the  more  martial  sounds  from  our  hosts. 

As  soon  as  the  flag-ship  was  moored  and  the  national 
salute  fired,  with  the  tri-color  at  the  fore,  Admiral  Farra- 
gut  was  promptly  visited  by  Vice- Admiral  Gueydon,  Eear- 
Admirals  Bosse,  Excelmans,  and  Pothuan,  each  command- 
ing a  division  of  the  iron-clad  fleet ;  Rear  Admiral  Legras, 
the  Pr6fet  Maritime  of  Toulon,  and  the  commanding  officer 
of  each  of  the  ten  vessels  composing  the  squadron  in  the 
harbor. 

These  distinguished  officers  were  most  courteously  and 
cordially  received  by  Admiral  Farragut  in  his  cabin,  and 
their  repeated  oflFers  of  hospitality  and  earnest  expressions 
of  welcome  fully  appreciated  and  acknowledged.     They 
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remained  a  considerable  time  on  board,  and  upon  their 
departm'e  very  kindly  renewed  their  proffers  of  atten- 
tion. 

On  the  following  morning  Admiral  Farragut  returned 
these  visits,  upon  which  occasion  he  was  again  greeted 
with  personal  salutes,  not  only  from  the  respective  flag- 
Bhips  of  the  several  divisions,  but  by  all  the  vessels  succes- 
sively visited,  creating  an  unusual  uproar  in  that  beautiful 
harbor. 

While  these  little  ceremonies  were  enacting,  and  the 
respective  "  big  chiefs  "  of  the  two  powers  were  presuma- 
bly assuring^  one  another  of  the  blessings  of  peace  and  the 
honors  of  war,  into  which  all  would  plunge  with  delight, 
the  line  ofScers  had  made  considerable  inroad  into  the 
affections  of  Toulon,  that  city  being  a  Yale  of  Cashmere  to 
them,  after  the  uninteresting  associations  of  a  Spanish  sea- 
port. 

The  simplest  province  of  France  is  a  paradise  to  naval 
officers,  and  they  prefer  to  anchor  in  the  poorest  ports 
along  its  shores  than  to  sojourn  a  month  within  many  of 
the  larger  cities  outside  of  her  imperial  limits.  ^^Chacun  A 
son  gout."  All  pleasures  are  comparative,  but  as  pleasures 
are  abundant  everywhere  in  France,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  general  taste  should  incline  toward  such  a  fascinating 
centre. 

During  our  rest  in  this  harbor  a  slight  change  came  over 
the  spirit  of  our  day-dreams,  in  the  operations  of  a  diver 
who  went  down  into  the  great  deep  to  examine  the  bottom 
of  the  flag-ship.  He  was  the  impersonation  of  the  man  in 
the  iron  mask,  and  his  appearance  created  quite  a  sensa- 
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tion  among  the  astonished  sailors,  and  afforded  them 
several  hours  of  absorbing  interest. 

During  the  few  succeeding  days,  Admiral  Farragut, 
accompanied  by  his  staff,  was  escorted  by  officers  specially 
detailed  for  that  purpose  on  a  visit  to  the  many  points  of 
interest  in  and  around  Toulon,  unusual  facilities  being 
extended  him  for  a  thorough  inspection  of  all  the  works 
connected  with  the  naval  sciences,  many  of  which  are  as 
near  perfection  as  it  is  possible  to  imagine.  The  dock- 
yards are  of  the  largest  dimensions,  and  the  buildings  for 
naval  purposes  colossal  in  their  proportions. 

In  the  course  of  these  professional  excursions  he  visited 
the  great  forging  establishment  at  La  Seyne,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  bay,  with  which  he  was  both  astonished  and 
charmed. 

Throughout  all  these  visitations  the  Admiral  was  most 
cordially  received,  and  the  thousands  of  eyes  riveted  upon 
him  as  he  passed  to  and  fro  told  their  own  story  of  his 
fame  in  the  old  world,  and  would  have  convinced  the  most 
sceptical  that  his  name  and  deeds  had  become  the  wonder 
and  admiration  of  every  household. 

As  in  England,  and  the  countries  of  Northern  Europe, 
his  simplicity  and  genuineness  of  character,  combined  with 
his  easy,  unaffected  deportment  and  suavity  of  manner,  stole 
a  march  upon  the  delighted  Frenchmen,who  accorded  him 
the  title  of  the  best  diplomatist  that  ever  represented 
America. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th  he  was  superbly  entertained 
by  Yice-Admiral  Oomte  de  Gueydon,  at  a  grand  banquet 
given  on  board  the  Solferino,  at  which   all  the  promi- 
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nent  naval  commanders  of  France,  stationed  at  or  near 
Toulon,  and  the  commanding  officers  and  part  of  the  staff 
of  our  own  service,  were  present.  The  greatest  harmony 
and  good  feeling  prevailed.  The  flowing  bowl  was  filled 
and  rapidly  emptied  in  enthusiastic  response  to  the  many 
complimentary  toasts  which  found  ready  utterance  under 
the  inspiration  of  the  moment,  aided  by  the  soft  strains  of 
the  most  bewitching  music,  and  the  guests  separated  at  a 
very  late  hour,  apparently  charmed  with  the  cordial  spirit 
which  had  characterized  the  happy  reunion  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  two  great  navies. 

Never  permitting  himself  to  be  outdone  in  ceremo- 
nies of  kindness.  Admiral  Farragut  returned  the  many 
civilities  showered  upon  him  in  Toulon  by  a  magnifi- 
cent dinner  on  board  the  Franklin,  to  which  were  invited 
Yice-Admiral  Gueydon,  Eear- Admirals  Bosse,  Excelmans, 
Pothuan,  and  Legras,  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
vessels  of  the  French  iron-clad  squadron. 

To  add  to  the  comfort  of  his  guests,  the  starboard  side 
of  the  gun-deck  was  carpeted  and  enclosed  with  flags  and 
bunting,  which  formed  a  gay  saloon  brilliantly  illuminated, 
and  disclosing  a  table  beautifully  decorated  and  profusely 
embellished  with  the  national  emblems  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, which  aiose  conjointly  from  every  ornament,  and 
hung  in  graceful  festoons  along  the  sides  and  from  the 
corners  of  this  suddenly  metamorphosed  space. 

So  far  as  the  spirit  was  concerned,  this  entertainment 
was  the  twin-brother  of  the  one  given  by  the  French  Com- 
mander, with  the  exception  that  on  this  occasion.  Admiral 
Farragut  started  the  toasts  and  speeches  by  proposing  a 
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sentiment  liighlj' complimentary  to  his  distinguished  guest, 
which  brought  that  gentleman  to  his  feet  at  once,  who 
retorted  most  generouslyupon  his  host,  retaliating  upon 
our  modest  chief  in  such  a  manner  as  to  necessitate  from 
him  a  brief  rejoinder.  The  ball,  once  started,  was  kept 
rolling  on,  and  the  representatives  of  France  and  America 
succeeded  each  other  so  regularly  and  rapidly  that  a  mere 
"  looker-on  in  Vienna  "  might  have  supposed  the  entente 
cordiale  between  the  two  nations  had  become  un  fait 
accompli. 

Captains  Pennock  and  Le  Eoy  were  peculiarly  felicitous 
in  their  remarks,  and  the  evening  passed  as  pleasantly  as  a 
dream,  the  guests  retiring  to  the  spar-deck  cabin  at  a  late 
hour,  to  renew  assurances  of  individual  regard  under  the 
narcotic  fumes  of  the  choicest  tobacco. 

The  Admiral  and  staff  were  also  very  handsomely  enter- 
tained at  a  dejeiiner  given  by  Eear-Admiral  Legras, 
Pr^fet  Maritime  of  the  district,  which  added  much  to 
the  pleasure  of  our  visit  to  the  city. 

During  our  sojourn  a  short  visit  was  made  to  the 
famous  city  of  Marseilles,  the  most  important  seaport  in 
France,  and  the  point  of  debarkation  for  passengers  to  all 
points  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Our  stay  in  this  handsome  city  was  unusually  brief. 
We  made  a  rapid  tour  of  the  town,  suffering  no  grass  to 
grow  under  our  feet ;  exhausted  human  nature  in  a  fruit- 
less effort  to  see  all  worth  seeing ;  lost  considerable  breath 
and  patience,  but  yet  felt  rewarded  by  obtaining  a  fine 
bird's-eye  view  of  the  city  and  its  capacious  harbor  filled 
with  shipping,  with  the  celebrated  "  Chdteau  d'lf "  rising 
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out  of  the  sea  at  the  entrance  to  the  roadstead — a  gloomy 
looking  dungeon-house,  famous  as  the  temporary  abode  of 
Mirabeau,  the  Count  of  Monte  Christo,  the  Man  in  the 
Iron  Mask,  and  other  miserable  sinners,  doomed  to  linger 
within  its  dismal  walls  for  no  other  cause,  perhaps,  than 
the  misfortune  of  not  being  beloved  by  the  "powers 
that  were." 

There  are  many  points  around  Toulon  of  special  interest 
to  the  historian,  from  their  association  with  the  early  career 
of  the  great  l^apoleon,  whose  wonderful  military  genius 
first  came  to  light  in  the  memorable  siege  conducted  by 
him  in  1793.  All  the  points  occupied  by  him,  and  the 
roads  used  for  the  transportation  of  artillery  to  the  com- 
manding position  on  the  hills  in  the  background,  from 
which  he  bombarded  the  city,  are  made  favorite  resorts 
for  visitors,  and,  of  course,  Eldorados  of  pleasure  for  all 
the  hackmen  to  whose  conveyances  the  traveller  is  rash 
enough  to  commit  himself. 


CHAPTER  XXrV. 

TOUIiON DEPAETTIEE    FEOM  THAT   CTTT AEEIVAL   IN  NICE 

GENEEAL   EECEPTION   AND   BALL. 

AT  the  time  of  the  Admiral's  visit  to  this  city,  ten 
armor-plated  vessels  of  war,  with  formidable  bat- 
teries, comprising  many  of  the  most  powerful  ships  of 
France,  were  quietly  moored  in  the  harbor,  evidently  wait- 
ing anxiously,  like  Mr.  Micawber,  for  "  something  to  turn 
up."  These  were  the  Solferino,  Heroine,  Magna/nvme, 
La  Gloire,  La  Provence,  VLmoincihle,  Oouronne,  Re- 
vanche, Worm,am,die,  and  Yaleurevx,  arranged  in  three 
grand  divisions,  each  commanded  by  a  Eear-Admiral, 
and  the  whole  under  the  control  of  Vice-Admiral  Comte 
de  Gueydon.  They  are  all  suggestive-looking  vessels,  and 
appear  to  be  fine  models  of  men-of-war  and  noble  speci- 
mens of  naval  architecture. 

Besides  these,  there  were  numerous  other  craft  of  smaller 
and  less  imposing  dimensions,  and  quite  a  number  of 
"  old  liners  "  of  the  last  generation,  when  steam  had  not 
usurped  authority  over  sails ;  and  frigates,  many  of  which 
are  rotting  slowly  away  in  docks,  yet  each  claiiiiing  a 
history  and  glory  of  its  own  which  the  modern  iron-clads 
cannot  yet  boast. 
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Among  these  is  the  old  Mxdron,  which  brought  Na- 
poleon home  from  Egypt,  and  the  Belle  Poule,  which 
conveyed  his  remains  from  the  distant  shores  of  St. 
Helena  to  be  deposited  in  the  grand  tomb  under  the  dome 
of  the  Hotel  des  Invalides.  Upon  these  two  vessels  the 
eyes  of  all  Frenchmen  linger  with  an  avidity  and  an  in- 
tensity of  interest  only  equalled  by  an  Englishman's  love 
for  the  very  splinters  of  wood  from  the  spars  of  the  old 
Victory. 

During  our  sojourn  in  this  harbor,  all  the  officers,  from 
the  Admiral  down,  had  ample  opportunities  afforded  them 
for  social  visiting,  and  upon  several  occasions  very  pleas- 
ant little  reunions  were  arranged  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  American  visitors. 

It  was  at  one  of  these  coteries  that  we  gleaned  a  most 
interesting  description  of  the  excitement  in  France  on  the 
morning  of  the  memorable  combat  off  Cherbourg,  between 
the  Kearsarge  and  Alabama  ;  and  afterward  listened  to  an 
amusing  account,  told  by  an  eye-witness,  of  the  great 
anxiety  of  the  throngs  of  spectators  who  lined  the  shores, 
thousands  of  whom  had  come  down  in  extra  trains  from 
Paris,  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  expecting  and 
lioping  to  see  the  Kearsa/rge  towed  into  the  harbor  a 
prisoner  of  war. 

On  the  14th  the  Ca/nandaigua  and  Swatara  arrived  in 
the  harbor  from  Nice,  and  at  once  received  their  orders — 
the  former  for  a  cruise  along  the  coast  of  Italy  and  up  the 
Adriatic,  and  the  latter  for  a  voyage  to  the  balmy  regions 
bordering  the  inhospitable  shores  of  Africa,  as  far  down  as 
the  parallel  of  ten  degrees  south  latitude. 
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On  the  morning  of  January  17th  the  oft-heard  orders, 
"  Prepare  for  sea ! "  were  passed  from  the  commanding 
officers,  and  during  the  preparations  that  ensued  accord- 
ingly, Admiral  Farragut  called  upon  Admirals  Gueydon, 
Excelmans,  Pothuan,  and  Legras  (Kear- Admiral  Posse  hav- 
ing gone  out  on  a  short  practice  cruise)  to  bid  those  officers 
a  kind  farewell,  and  upon  returning  to  his  flag-ship  was 
immediately  visited  by  those  naval  dignitaries  for  the  same 
purpose. 

At  half-past  four  p.m.,  precisely,  the  Franklin  got  under 
way,  and  retraced  her  course  out  of  the  harbor  between 
the  French  iron-clads,  upon  whose  decks  bands  were 
stationed,  and  as  the  flag-ship  passed  oar  national  melodies 
again  broke  upon  the  ear.  The  band  of  the  Fra/nhlin  was 
speedily  summoned  from  below,  and  returned  the  compli- 
ment with  Partomt  pour  la  Syrie,  repeated  over  and  over 
again,  while  the  Admiral  stood  on  the  deck  and  waved  his 
acknowledgments  to  the  kindly  greetings  which  followed 
him.  This  scene  of  naval  courtesy  continued  until  the 
flag-ship  had  rounded  the  projecting  tongue  of  land, 
covered  with  forts  and  redoubts,  and  was  laid  on  her  cruise 
toward  Yilla  Franca,  the  harbor  of  large  vessels  for  the 
famous  city  of  Nice,  the  capital  of  the  Department  of  the 
Maritime  Alps,  and  a  favorite  resort  in  winter  for  the 
fashionable  world  of  Europe  and  America. 

The  little  word  which  designates  this  city,  if  pro- 
nounced as  English,  would  but  feebly  express  the  opinion 
in  which  it  is  held  by  all  naval  officers ;  and  as  we  found 
numbers  actually  en  route  to  its  attractive  scenes,  many 
hopes  were  formed  for  a  brief  season  of  pleasure. 
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After  a  very  pleasant  passage  of  eleven  hours,  remark- 
able for  nothing  beyond  its  unusual  quiet,  our  vessel  was 
"  hove  to"  oif  the  harbor  of  Yilla  Franca,  and  at  daylight 
moved  into  her  anchorage  near  the  village,  affording  us, 
on  entering,  a  superb  view  of  the  snow-capped  summits  of 
the  Maritime  Alps,  and  to  the  westward  the  long  rows  of 
white  buldings  which  mark  the  locality  of  Nice. 

The  arrival  of  the  flag-ship  within  the  port  of  this  pop- 
ular European  Newport  had  been  for  many  weeks  antici- 
pated with  the  liveliest  interest  and  anxiety.  Immense 
preparations  had  been  made  to  tender  the  Admiral  and 
his  officers  a  reception  which  should  stand  unrivalled 
in  the  records  of  Nice  entertainments,  and  should  even 
dazzle  the  eyes  of  those  whose  long  association  at  the 
several  Courts  of  Europe  had  made  them  familiar  with  all 
such  bi'illiant  scenes.  "  All  the  world "  in  this  intensely 
fashionable  resort  seemed  anxious  to  unite  in  this  grand 
testimonial  to  the  Admiral,  but  it  was  reserved  for  the 
American  Colony  to  honor  his  presence  with  a  demon- 
stration worthy  of  their  countryman  and  their  guest. 

For  this  purpose  a  committee  of  twenty-one  American 
gentlemen,  comprising,  among  others,  Mr.  Aldis,  United 
States  Consul;  Dr.  Sargent;  Mr.  E.  A.  Stevens;  Mr. 
Walter  Langdon;  Mr.  Ridgway;  Colonel  Stebbins;  Dr. 
Hosack;  Colonel  Willoughby;  Mr.  L.  M.  Kennett,  and 
W.  S.  Boyd,  had  communicated  with  the  Admiral  by 
letter  while  his  vessel  was  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Mahon, 
and  again  when  enjoying  the  hospitalities  of  Toulon,  in- 
forming him  of  the  desire  of  his  fellow-countrymen  to 
unite  in  such  a  testimonial  as  would  be  most  agreeable  to 
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him ;  adding  tliat  the  ladies  had,  without  exception,  ex- 
pressed a  decided  preference  for  an  evening  reception. 
The  Admiral's  gallantry,  of  course,  induced  him  to  yield 
to  the  wishes  of  the  sex,  and  it  was  therefore  decided  that 
a  magnificent  ball  should  be  given  in  his  honor,  and  the 
22d  of  January  was  fixed  for  the  occasion. 

In  the  midst  of  the  noise  and  confusion  of  the  usual 
preparations,  the  Admiral  quietly  landed  with  Mrs.  Far- 
ragut,  Mrs.  Pennock,  and  part  of  his  staff,  and  was  escorted 
to  Nice  by  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Hosack,  where  quarters  had 
been  engaged  for  him  at  the  Hotel  Royal.  As  soou  as 
his  arrival  became  known,  he  was  at  once  visited  by 
Judge  Aldis,  United  States  Consul,  and  a  sub-committee 
consisting  of  Colonel  "Willoughby,  Captain  Boyd,  and  Mr. 
Thompson,  and  by  them  cordially  welcomed  to  the  city. 

During  the  few  days  which  intervened  between  his 
arrival  and  the  22d,  the  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut  were 
fairly  besieged  with  visitors,  including  persons  of  rank 
and  distinction  from  every  nation  in  Europe — all  flocking 
in  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  "  Nelson  of  the  age,"  and 
to  unite  in  the  general  welcome  accorded  him. 

The  reception  and  ball  took  place  according  to  programme 
on  the  evening  of  January  22d,  in  the  magnificent  saloons 
of  the  Casino,  a  superb  building  recently  erected,  and  beau- 
tifully located  on  the  fashionable  Promenade  des  Anglais. 

All  Nice  was  en  grande  tenue  /  fifteen  hundred  invita- 
tions had  been  distributed ;  and  it  was  reported  that  as 
many  more  had  been  solicited  by  outside  parties,  desirous 
of  witnessing  the  spectacle.  The  various  halls,  corridors, 
and  saloons  of  the  Casino  were  magnificently  dressed  and 
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decorated ;  and  the  exterior  of  the  building  was  resplen- 
dent with  gorgeous  lights,  which  shed  a  fairy-like  lustre 
over  the  surrounding  foliage.  The  grand  staircase  was 
almost  hidden  beneath  evergreens  and  flowers,  and  orna- 
mented with  garlands  of  flowers  of  our  national  colors. 
The  principal  saloon  was  handsomely  festooned  with  the 
flags  of  the  two  nations,  while  the  stage  represented  an 
immense  bouquet,  from  which  arose  most  delightful  music. 

Over  the  stage  and  stretching  across  its  entire  width 
were  two  very  lai-ge  flags,  French  and  American,  entwined 
affectionately.  The  centre  of  the  atrium  was  occupied 
by  a  group  of  exotic  plants  and  ornamented  with  white, 
red,  and  purple  camellias  in  full  bloom,  from  which  arose 
beautiful  columns. 

The  toilettes  of  the  fair  representatives  of  Europe  and 
America  upon  this  brilliant  occasion  were  extravagantly 
magnificent  enough  to  produce  visions  of  so  many  Cinde- 
rellas  floating  about  in  their  magic  finery,  while  the 
jewels  which  shone  resplendently  upon  every  dress,  and 
upon  necks  and  arms  which  art  could  not  improve,  might 
well  have  caused  one  to  believe  himself  transported  to 
the  very  treasure-houses  of  fairy-land.  A  Russian  princess 
appeared  with  diamonds  valued  at  forty  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  and  a  German  baroness  with  precious  stones  said 
to  have  cost  about  thirty  thousand.  The  effect  was  beau- 
tiful— for  in  the  brilliantly  lighted  halls  they  glistened 
like  hundreds  of  stars,  and  fairly  dazzled  the  eye  with  their 
splendor.  These  were  not  the  only  "walking  mines" 
which  were  displayed.  There  were  many  others,  and  it 
has  often  been  a  matter  of  curiosity  with  our  officers,  what 
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might  be  the  aggregate  amount  of  wealth  concenti-ated  in 
the  Casino  at  that  time. 

The  Admiral,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Farragut,  Mrs.  Pen- 
nock,  and  the  stajQF,  and  followed  by  a  large  number  of  the 
officers  of  the  squadron,  entered  the  grand  saloon  about 
ten  o'clock,  and  as  soon  as  his  appearance  was  announced 
the  whole  assemblage  arose  simultaneously,  and  as  he  ad- 
vanced up  the  centre  he  received  the  salutations  of  the 
company,  whilst  the  grand  orchestra  performed  some  beau- 
tiful selections  from  favorite  operas,  though  not  our  nation- 
al melodies.  Upon  reaching  the  head  of  the  main  hall  he 
received  the  congratulations  of  numbers  of  distinguished 
civilians  and  officials,  who  were  presented  by  Judge  Aldis, 
Colonel  Willoughby,  and  Dr.  Hosack  and  others,  as  the  line 
passed  in  review.  It  may  be  imagined  that  the  Admiral 
went  through  an  ordeal  of  hand-shaking  that  evening  suf- 
ficient to  paralyze  the  most  muscular  set  of  fingers  ever 
bequeathed  to  man.  He,  however,  submitted  to  it  most 
graciously,  and  stood  like  Patience  on  a  monument.  It 
was  noticeable  that  he  took  the  profifered  hands  of  the 
ladies  with  far  more  zeal  than  those  of  the  sterner  sex. 
As  this  process  was  concluded,  the  grand  quadrille  of 
honor  was  announced  as  the  signal  for  th6  dancing. 

For  the  first  quadrille  Admiral  Farragut  led  out 
Madame  Gavini,  wife  of  the  Pr^fet,  whilst  that  functionary 
performed  the  same  service  for  Mrs.  Farragut ;  and  the 
side  couples  were  formed  by  General  Corr^ard,  Commissa- 
ry-General of  the  Department,  and  Mrs.  Pennock;  and 
Captain  Pennock  and  Mrs.  Eonalds. 

From  this  time  on  to  the  dawn  of  another  day,  dances 
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succeeded  each  other  in  rapid  order,  the  indefatigable 
Terpsichoreans  scarcely  noticing  the  magnificent  supper 
which  tempted  those  weary  and  athirst  during  the  even- 
ing. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  grand  cotillon 
— ^better  known  to  Americans  as  the  "  German  " — com- 
menced, under  the  leadership  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Cook,  and  was  continued  until  dawn,  maugre  the  repeated 
assurances  of  the  discomfited  General  that  he  would  stop 
it  if  people  did  not  submit  to  his  orders.  That  "  German  " 
would  have  consigned  a  New  York  leader  to  the  lunatic 
asylum  !  The  Admiral  very  wisely  took  French  leave  at  a 
more  seasonable  hour,  intrusting  the  national  honor  to  the 
guardianship  of  the  officers,  many  of  whom  did  not  think 
of  going  home  until  bi'oad  daylight ;  for  which  dissipation 
the  "  awful  morrow  "  had  its  penalties. 

It  was  a  splendid  ovation  to  our  great  naval  hero,  and  a 
fitting  tribute  to  his  fame  at  home  and  his  popularity 
abroad.  Many  eminent  personages  were  present  in  full 
and  dazzling  regimentals,  including  the  ex- King  of  Bava- 
ria ;  the  Dukes  of  Glucksbourg  and  Parma  ;  the  Princesses 
Souvaroff  and  Korolath ;  Baroness  Rothschild,  and  hun- 
dreds of  others  from  every  country ;  and  it  was  universally 
admitted  that  few  historic  characters  now  living  could 
have  created  such  wonderful  excitement  as  that  produced 
by  Admiral  Farragut's  arrival  at  that  great  European 
watering-place. 

The  officers  were  charmed  with  the  fete,  for  to  them  it 
was  a  happy  reunion  with  home  friends  under  the  most 
fascinating   circumstances.     The   daughters   of  America, 
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everywhere  celebrated  for  their  beauty  and  refinement, — 
their  reputation  for  these  two  qualities  extending  to  the 
confines  of  Eussia  and  the  shores  of  the  Levant, — never 
appeared  to  greater  advantage  than  on  that  occasion,  and, 
surrounded  as  they  were  at  all  times  by  the  Wavy  Blues 
and  foreign  aspirants  for  favor,  received  marked  attention, 
and  enacted  a  conspicuous  part  in  that  brilliant  assem- 
blage of  the  world  of  gayety. 


CHAPTEE  XXV. 

GEAOT)   MATINEE   ON  THE   FEANKLIN DEPAETTTEE  FEOM  NICE 

AEEIVAL   IN    SPEZIA TOUE   THEOUGH   NOETHEEN   ITALY 

— VISIT   TO   PISA AJREIVAL   IN   FLOEENCE. 

THE  last  of  January  had  been  selected  by  the  Admiral 
for  a  grand  matinee  on  board  the  flag-ship,  in  token 
of  his  appreciation  of  the  unbounded  hospitalities  bestowed 
on  him  during  his  sojourn  in  Nice.  Hundreds  of  invita- 
tions had  been  distributed  in  all  directions,  and  still  as 
many  more  seemed  anxious  to  be  included  in  the  long  list 
of  guests,  who  were  on  the  qui  vi/ve  of  expectation  for  the 
approaching  f^te. 

For  about  the  twelfth  time  the  Franklin  was  placed 
in  her  latest  ball  costume ;  and  when  the  finishing  stroke 
was  placed  upon  her,  and  the  last  coil  of  her  ropes  had 
been  gracefully  adjusted,  it  is  certain  that  she  looked  so 
fresh  and  blooming  that  nobody  could  have  helped  sym- 
pathizing with  the  admiration  expressed  by  the  delighted 
Captain,  who  "moved  the  monarch  of  her  peopled  deck." 
The  number  of  flags  used  on  that  occasion  to  decorate  the 
frigate,  and  convert  her  spacious  decks  into  a  brilliant  ball- 
room, would  have  served  to  enclose  many  a  wide  hall 
with  a  wall  of  bunting. 

At  an  early  hour  of  the  afternoon  carriages   dashed 
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down  the  descending  road,  and  shortly  the  decks  of  the 
flag-ship  were  thronged  with  distinguished  representatives 
from  every  country  in  Europe,  and  an  imposing  display 
of  Americans,  well  known  at  home  and  quite  popular 
abroad. 

The  quadrille  of  honor  sounded  the  signal  for  the 
dance,  and  this,  once  inaugurated,  continued  unabated 
until  the  evening  shades  admonished  the  happy  guests  that 
there  must  be  an  end  to  all  things,  when  they  slowly  dis- 
embarked, leaving  as  a  precious  legacy  many  expressions 
of  delight  at  the  pleasure  afforded  them. 

This  was  one  of  the  grandest  and  most  successful  enter- 
tainments ever  given  by  the  Admiral,  and  was  the  more 
brilliant  from  the  number  of  nationalities  represented. 
England  was  present  in  the  persons  of  the  Earl  and  Coun- 
tess of  Courtown,  with  their  three  daughters,  the  Ladies 
Stopford ;  the  Earl  of  Portarlington ;  Hon.  Evelyn  Ashley, 
son  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury;  the  Marquis  and  Mar- 
chioness of  Camden ;  Lady  Gilbert  East ;  Hon.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Herbert ;  Sir  Joseph  and  Lady  Copley,  and  others. 
France,  by  M.  Gavini,  Pr^fet  of  the  district,  and  Madame 
Gavini,  with  a  niimber  of  officers  of  the  army  and  navy. 
Russia,  by  Count  and  Countess  Bouxhoevden,  who  came 
on  board  with  a  beautiful  American  flag, — made  with  red 
and  white  camellias  to  designate  the  stripes,  and  violets  for 
the  "  azure  blue," — which  the  latter  presented  to  Mrs.  Far- 
ragut;  the  Countess  d'Oreste;  Princess  Souvaroff;  M. 
Skariawski,  Grand  Chamberlain  of  the  Emperor ;  and 
Prince  Dolgorowski,  and  other  "  names  of  twelve  con- 
sonants apiece  ; "  while  the  Italian,  German,  and  Sardinian 
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States  shone  in  the  Duke  de  Holstein-Glucksbourg ;  the 
Duke  of  Parma ;  the  Duchess  of  Oolonna ;  the  Prince  and 
Princess  Stirbey ;  the  Duchess  Diesbach ;  Prince  Oomitini ; 
Count  Castelnuovo,  and  many  others  whose  names  dwell 
not  within  the  precincts  of  memorj',  or  are  so  difficult  to 
decipher  that  "  the  attempt  and  not  the  deed  confounds 
us." 

If  to  the  foregoing  roster  be  added  the  long  array  of 
prominent  Americans,  with  their  families,  who  were  pres- 
ent,— a  list  which  would  occupy  pages  of  this  journal, — 
the  reader's  imagination  can  picture  the  gay  scene 
enacted  on  the  FranTdin  on  that  happy  occasion.  For 
many  days  all  Nice  rang  with  songs  of  praise  over  the 
brilliancy  of  this  matinee,  and  many  were  the  regrets  for 
the  brief  sojourn  of  a  frigate  whose  name  had  become 
synonymous  with  so  much  of  pleasure. 

On  the  following  day  a  number  of  officers  were  very 
handsomely  entertained  at  the  Cercle  Massena,  by  Sir 
Joseph  Copley,  several  members  of  the  British  Parliament 
alternating  with  their  American  cousins,  and  making 
merry  together  with  them  over  the  festive  bowl. 

This  attention  was  offered  as  an  acknowledgment  by 
our  accomplished  host  of  the  "  unvarying  hospitality  "  ex- 
tended to  him  in  Amei'ica,  upon  the  occasion  of  his  several 
visits  to  our  country.  On  the  morning  of  Februai-y  3d, 
the  Admiral  made  an  excursion  to  Nice,  to  return  some 
official  visits,  leaving  orders  that  the  flag-ship  should  be 
ready  to  proceed  to  sea  at  an  early  hour  of  the  afternoon. 

During  her  fortnight's  detention  in  this  harbor,  the 
FranJdin  was  daily  visited  by  large  parties  from  the  sur- 
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rounding  villas  and  cities,  and  became  a  favorite  point  for 
excursions  by  seekers  after  pleasure.  The  band  had  no 
rest  whatever,  and  must  have  wished  Nice  and  its  attrac- 
tions on  the  other  side  of  Europe,  for  every  fresh  group 
asked  particularly  to  hear  our  national  airs,  as  a  compli- 
ment to  their  hosts,  and  made  them  the  prelude  to  the 
livelier  strains  required  for  the  dance  ! 

But  even  these  pleasures  were  evanescent,  for  the  Ad- 
miral returned  at  the  appointed  time,  and  shortly  after- 
wards the  flag-ship  moved  slowly  out  of  the  harbor,  and 
the  officers  exchanged  greetings  with  large  assemblages 
of  Niceans  gathered  on  the  heights  along  the  western  line 
of  the  bay.  Handkerchiefs  were  waved  with  expressive 
earnestness;  cheer  answered  cheer  in  rapid  delight;  the 
band  of  the  FramMm  performed  the  soft  melody  of  "  Par- 
tant  pour  la  Syrie,"  and  the  very  appropriate  one  of  "The 
Girl  I  left  behind  Me,"  and  in  a  few  minutes  our  friends 
were  lost  to  view,  while  to  them  the  flag-ship  became  a 
vanishing  speck  on  the  tranquil  sea. 

A  bright,  pleasant  day  smiled  upon  our  short  cruise 
across  the  Gulf  of  Genoa ;  but,  the  wind  blowing  fresh 
from  the  eastward,  our  progress  was  impeded  accordingly. 
Notwithstanding  this  little  obstacle,  land  was  descried 
"  ahead  "  at  noon  of  February  4th,  and  a  few  hours  after- 
ward our  vessel  rounded  the  long,  projecting  cape  of  Pal- 
maria,  into  the  beautiful  Gulf  of  Spezia,  and  anchored  in 
front  of  the  pleasant  little  city  of  the  same  name. 

Our  entrance  was  at  once  signalized  by  a  salute  from 
the  iron-clad  Prince  de  Ca/rignano,  stationed  with  the 
Ancona  in  that  harbor,  which  was  at  once  acknowledged 
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by  the  Franklin,  with  the  Italian  colors  at  the  fore.  Thie 
exchange  of  compliments  was  immediately  succeeded  by 
a  visit  from  Mr.  Eice,  United  States  Consul,  and  a  govern- 
ment official,  who  came  on  board  to  tender  to  Admiral 
Farragut  the  hospitalities  of  the  city,  and  to  extend  him 
an  invitation  to  visit  the  dock-yards  and  naval  depots  in 
the  roadstead. 

As  we  approached  the  entrance  to  this  deeply  indented 
bay,  the  view  along  the  coast  was  grand  and  picturesque, 
the  snow-capped  Apennines  forming  a  cold  and  rugged 
background  to  a  wide,  undulating  extent  of  foliage  be- 
tween them  and  the  sea,  disclosing  every  variety  of  light 
and  shade,  and  presenting  a  lovely  panorama,  from  the 
barren  mountains  to  the  rich  verdure  of  the  orange  and 
olive  groves  at  their  base. 

On  the  left  of  the  entrance,  perched  on  the  very  cone  of 
Porto  Yenere,  the  eye  rests  upon  Fort  Napoleon,  com- 
menced by  the  great  Captain  himself,  after  he  had  con- 
quered Italy,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  a  harbor  which 
he  had  determined  to  make  the  principal  one  in  the  coun- 
try. 

Spezia  was  made  an  objective  point  by  the  officers  for 
very  active  operations.  It  was  in  reality  the  centre  of  a 
short  radius  which  embraced  the  entire  northern  part  of 
Italy,  and  the  flag-ship  was  scarcely  anchored  ere  a  gen- 
eral scattering  of  the  forces  commenced,  in  detachments  of 
four :  some  going  to  Genoa,  ostensibly  to  see  that  city, 
but  in  reality  to  buy  velvets ;  others  to  Leghorn  and 
Pisa ;  whilst  those  who  had  seen  these  elephants  re- 
mained on  board,  or  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  nice,  and  an  occasional  tramp  along  the  surrounding 
heights. 

On  the  day  of  his  arrival  Admiral  Farragut  visited,  by 
special  invitation  of  the  commanding  officers,  the  new  na- 
vy-yard in  progress  of  construction  in  that  harbor.  Its 
ground  plan  is  very  extensive,  and  if  completed,  it  will 
become  the  great  naval  depot  of  Italy,  and  will  rank 
amongst  the  largest  in  Europe.  He  also  visited  the 
grounds  where  experiments  had  been  made  on  iron-clad 
targets  with  Armstrong  guns  of  different  calibre,  and  as 
this  is  one  of  his  specialties,  he  managed  to  pass  several 
hours  in  examining  those  pleasant  little  implements  of 
modern  warfare  ;  everywhere  receiving  from  the  authori- 
ties, both  civil  and  military,  the  most  marked  attentions 
and  civilities,  and  from  the  laborers  and  others  the  full 
battery  of  their  hundreds  of  wondering  eyes. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  an  excursion  party, 
consisting  of  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut,  Mrs.  Pennock, 
Lieutenant-Commander  Watson,  A.D.C.,  and  Messrs. 
Kane  and  Montgomery,  having  completed  extensive 
preparations,  took  quiet  leave  of  Spezia  for  a  time  and 
proceeded  upon  a  grand  tour  of  observation  through  the 
northern  portion  of  Italy. 

Taking  the  Pisa  road,  we  soon  found  ourselves  steam- 
ing rapidly  along  over  ground  where  the  conquering 
legions  of  Pome  once  tramped  to  battle,  before  railroads 
were  dreamed  of,  or  ever  electricity  was  known.  Pass- 
ing by  the  towns  of  Sargana,  Massa,  Pietro  Santo,  and 
others,  along  the  Carrara  Mountains,  celebrated  for  their 
marble,  and  at  all  times  populated  with  an  army  of  en- 
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thusiastic  sculptors,  a  few  hours  brought  us  to  the  old 
city  of  Pisa,  where  a  halt  was  ordered  to  examine  the 
wonders  of  the  place,  the  Leaning  Tower  especially, 
which  has  excited  and  still  excites  the  wonder  of  every 
school-boy.  At  this  point  some  little  trouble  was  expe- 
rienced in  a  fruitless  endeavor  to  make  the  Italian  sta- 
tion-master understand  the  wishes  of  the  party,  but,  for- 
tunately, a  voluble  commissionnawe  came  to  our  assist- 
ance. Conducted  by  this  loquacious  guide,  we  proceeded 
through  the  city  to  the  grand  square,  upon  which  stand  in 
all  their  glory  the  four  great  monuments  which  make 
the  city  a  Mecca  to  antiquarians  and  historians.  Our  first 
visit  was  to  the  Duomo,  one  of  the  noblest  ecclesiastical 
structures  in  Italy,  richly  adorned,  and  ornamented  with 
bronze  doors,  which  riveted  the  Admiral's  attention,  as 
they  were  old  friends,  and  recalled  his  former  visit  of  over 
fifty  years  ago,  when  he  was  a  hopeful  midshipman,  and 
dreamed  not  of  the  honors  in  store  for  him. 

Thence  we  entered  the  Baptistery,  and  listened  to  its 
wonderful  echo.  Then  we  turned  to  the  Campo  Santo, 
which  contains  earth  brought  from  the  Holy  Land  ;  and 
finally  ascended  the  famous  Campanile,  and  from  its  over- 
hanging summit  looked  down  upon  the  broad  plains  of 
Tuscany. 

From  Pisa  we  contimied  on  toward  Florence,  passing 
through  Lucca,  of  bath  notoriety,  and  once  the  head- 
quarters of  Csesar ;  Pescia  and  Pistoja,  the  latter  claim- 
ing the  honor  of  the  invention  of  pistols ;  over  a  most 
beautiful  country,  with  old  ruins  visible  in  every  direction, 
and  towers  crowning  the  summit  of  every  hill ;  and  along 
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the  base  of  the  noble  Apennines,  with  their  lofty  tops 
streaked  with  snow ;  and  on  the  same  evening  reached 
the  Capital  of  Tuscany  and  Italy,  delighted  with  the  labors 
of  the  day,  and  prepared  for  the  duties  of  the  morrow. 


11 


CHAPTEE  XXVI. 

SCENES    m    FLOEENCE — EOTAL     BANQUET     BY     KING     VIOTOE 

EMMAIfUEL ENTEETAINMENTS    OF    THE    ITALIAN    DEPUTIES 

AND      THE      AMEEICAN      EEPEESENTATFVES SPECULATIONS 

ABOUT   ADMIEAL    FAEEAGUT's   VISIT. 

THE  sojourn  of  Admiral  Farragut  in  Florence  was 
more  prolonged  than  he  had  anticipated,  covering  a 
pei-iod  of  ten  days,  during  which  time  he  visited  many  of 
the  numerous  attractions  of  tliat  beautiful  city,  and  re- 
ceived constant  attentions  from  the  authorities,  members 
of  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  prominent  citizens  of  our 
own  country  residing  therein. 

On  the  morning  after  his  arrival,  he  and  Mrs.  Farragut 
were  visited  by  Colonel  T.  Bigelow  Lawrence,  Consul- 
General  of  the  United  States  for  Italy,  and  his  highly 
accomplished  wife,  and  were  by  them  subsequently  atten- 
tively escorted  to  all  points  of  interest  in  the  city,  from 
the  massive  Duomo  to  the  lovely  Cascine  drive  along  the 
banks  of  the  historic  Aruo. 

He  also  paid  an  official  visit,  with  his  staff,  to  the  Hon. 
George  P.  Marsh,  American  Minister,  by  whom  he  was 
most  heartily  greeted,  and  with  whom  he  called  upon  the 
Italian  Prime  Minister,  General  Menabrea  ;  the  Minister 
of  Marine,  M.  Ribotti;    the  Turkish  Minister,  Kustem 
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Bey,  and  tlie  Russian  Minister,  M.  Kisseleff,  from  each 
and  all  of  whom  he  received  the  kindest  manifestations  of 
welcome.  Thence  he  resumed  his  line  of  sight-seeing  opera- 
tions, proceeding  first  to  the  celebrated  Uffizi  Gallery,  so 
well  known  to  all  tourists  as  to  require  no  further  mention 
here. 

Let  me  observe,  in  passing,  that  this  constant  visiting 
of  damp  and  sepulchral  cathedrals,  however  grand  and 
imposing  their  architecture,  and  the  daily  inspection  of 
the  famous  frescoes  and  paintings  which  are  suspended 
from  the  walls  and  adorn  the  ceilings  of  palaces  and  pub- 
lic buildings  equally  frigid,  is  very  prone  to  produce  a 
stiffness  of  the  spinal  column  which  requires  weeks  of 
rest  and  patience  to  relieve.  The  tourist  who  would  see 
everything  must  pay  the  penalty  of  his  enthusiasm,  and 
he  may  find  it  a  costly  price. 

The  plan  pursued  by  the  Admiral  was  to  go  curiosity- 
hunting  in  the  morning,  and  to  devote  the  afternoon  to 
the  equally  exhausting  process  of  official  visiting.  By  a 
steady  adherence  to  this  course,  and  under  the  invaluable 
guidance  of  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Lawrence,  who  seemed  as 
familiar  with  Florence  as  the  Bostonians  with  Bunker 
Hill,  we  managed  to  accomplish  a  wonderful  amount  of 
sight-seeing.  In  this  way  we  visited  the  Convent  of 
San  Marco,  once  the  home  of  the  fiery  old  reformer 
Savonarola,  and  thence  were  pioneered  to  the  manufac- 
tory of  mosaic-work,  for  which  this  city  is  famous.  Here 
the  Admiral  was  in  his  element,  and  grimly  smiled  at 
the  appeals  of  his  suite  to  move  on,  for  he  studied  the  mo- 
dus operandi  of  the  work  until  enabled  to  become  himself 
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the  grand  showman,  and  then  explained  the  details  to  his 
staff.  This  visit  was  extremely  interesting,  and  was  such 
a  powerful  tonic  to  the  Admiral  that  he  joined  with  re- 
newed zest  in  the  next  expedition,  to  the  Palazzo  del  Po- 
desta,  called  the  Bargello,  memorable  for  many  terrible 
scenes  enacted  in  the  times  of  the  Guelphs  and  Ghibel- 
lines. 

This  building  is  being  converted  into  a  museum  of  art, 
and  already  contains  the  sword  of  Dante,  and  the  bedstead 
upon  which  Catherine  de  Medicis  is  said  to  have  slept, 
together  with  many  other  relics. 

While  walking  across  the  court-yard,  the  Admiral  sud- 
denly exclaimed,  "  There's  my  gun  !  "  Upon  examina- 
tion it  appeared  that  a  certain  monster  cannon  exhibited 
there  was  one  of  the  twelve  which  he  had  inspected  at 
Tunis,  fifty-two  years  before,  and  known  as  the  "  twelve 
apostles,"  from  the  fact  that  the  caseabel  of  each  gun  rep- 
resents the  head  of  one  of  the  apostles.  This  one  was 
called  St.  Paul,  and  was  made  in  Florence  in  1638,  was 
sent  to  Tunis,  and  ultimately  restored  to  its  place  of  na- 
tivity. It  weighs  33,000  pounds,  is  beautifully  carved, 
and  bears  on  its  breech  the  inscription,  "  Opera  di  Cosimo 
Oenni,  Fiorentini,  No.  407."  The  Admiral  passed  sev- 
eral minutes  in  affectionate  communion  with  this  old 
friend,  became  eloquent  over  its  beautiful  finish,  and  yield- 
ed very  reluctantly  to  the  urgent  demands  of  his  body- 
guard to  pass  on  to  other  scenes. 

The  next  day.  Colonel  Lawrence's  programme  was 
resumed  at  an  early  hour,  and  embraced  the  beautiful 
church  of  San  Lorenzo ;  whence,  crossing  the  Arno,  we 
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visited  the  superb  collection  of  paintings  in  the  Pitti  Gal- 
lery. Next  we  visited  the  studio  of  our  famous  country- 
man, Hiram  Powei-s,  and  concluded  with  an  official  visit 
to  Rustem  Bey,  Ambassador  from  Turkey,  and  with  a  re- 
freshing drive  along  the  Cascine. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th,  the  Admiral  and  suite,  with 
Mrs.  Farragut  and  Mrs.  Pennock,  were  delightfully  enter- 
tained by  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  at  their  beautiful 
residence,  the  Villa  Torrigiani.  The  guests  were  sixteen, 
including  M.  Eibotti,  Minister  of  Marine ;  Mr.  Marsh, 
American  Minister ;  M.  Billebrahe,  Danish  Minister,  and 
lady  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beach ;  Captain  Eacchia  ;  Lady  Or- 
ford,  and  Lady  Willoughby  de  Brooke.  The  hospitality  of 
our  hosts  was  unlimited,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion 
was  unbroken  throughout  the  entire  evening. 

On  the  succeeding  day,  maugre  the  fact  that  three  dis- 
tinct ceremonials  were  announced  for  the  evening,  the  zeal- 
ous Consul  reported  early,  and  proposed  to  resume  the  line 
of  operations  he  had  mapped  out.  "We  were  accordingly 
first  conducted  to  the  Palazzo  Buonarotti,  the  home  of 
Michael  Angelo,  where  we  examined  relics  in  abundance, 
and  gratified  our  love  for  curiosities  by  trying  on  the 
slippers  once  worn  by  the  great  sculptor.  Thence  we 
drove  to  the  Egyptian  Museum,  where  the  Admiral  was 
greatly  invigorated  by  an  inspection  of  a  biga  or  chariot 
built  in  the  time  of  Rameses  II.,  1,560  years  b.o.,  or  near- 
ly 3,500  years  ago. 

From  this  we  proceeded  to  the  Cathedral  of  Santa  Croce, 
the  "Westminster  Abbey  of  Florence,  where  repose 
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"  Angelo's,  Alfieri's  bones,  and  his, 
The  starry  Galileo,  with  his  woes  ; 
Here  Maohiavelli's  earth  returned  to  whence  it  rose.'' 

In  the  evening  a  very  convivial  party,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Watson,  Kane,  Forsyth,  Kuhn,  Clay,  and  the 
autlior,  dined  with  republican  simplicity  at  the  Cafe 
Doney,  with  Mr.  Wurts,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Legation  ; 
while  the  Admiral,  accompanied  by  Captain  Le  Roy,  Mr. 
Minister  Marsh,  and  Consul-General  Lawrence,  repaired  to 
the  King's  palace,  and  there  partook  of  a  royal  entertain- 
ment with  Yictor  Emmanuel,  King  of  Italy.  The  banquet 
included  about  eighty  of  the  most  distinguished  officers  of 
the  Government,  many  of  whom  have  made  their  mark  in 
the  history  of  the  times. 

His  Majesty  was  supported  on  his  right  by  His  Excel- 
lency Count  Menabrea,  Prime  Minister,  and  on  his  left 
by  Admiral  Farragut,  with  whom  conversation  was  princi- 
pally maintained.  These  two  were  flanked  respectively  by 
Lieutenant-Generals  Cadorna,  Gibbone,  and  Serpi,  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  is  Commander  of  the  Gens  cTarmes  of  Italy  ; 
Vice- Admiral  Conte  Serra;  Eear-Admiral  Isola;  Major- 
Generals  Seismit  Doda,  and  Govone,  and  Colonel  Michel- 
ozzi.  Chief  of  Staff  of  National  Guard  of  Florence,  who 
looked  after  the  interests  of  Captain  Le  Roy.  Directly 
opposite  the  King  was  seated  General  Durando,  who  was 
supported  on  either  side  by  Admiral  Ribotti,  Minister  of 
Marine,  and  His  Excellency  the  Prefet  of  the  Palace ; 
while  next  them  in  order  were  seated  Major-Generals 
Bertole  Yiale,  Minister  of  War ;  Pescetto,  Del  Bono, 
Maraldi,  Bariola,  Torre,  andPralormo;  Lieutenant-Gener- 
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als  Massida  and  Belluomini,  Commander  of  the  National 
Guard  of  the  Department  of  Florence;  Rear- Admirals 
Brocchetti  and  Cerutti ;  Count  Castellengo,  Grand  Equer- 
ry;  Conte  Sonnaz,  Grand  Huntsman ;  the  Minister  of  the 
Royal  Household,  and  Colonel  Bernhardi. 

The  American  guests  represent  the  banquet  as  more 
magnificent  than  anything  they  had  ever  seen,  and  more 
quickly  dispatched,  His  Majesty  disliking  the  modern 
style  of  lingering  over  dinners. 

,  During  the  entertainment  the  King  scarcely  ate  enough 
to  sustain  life,  but  conversed  very  freely  with  the  Admi- 
ral, and  spoke  in  the  most  friendly  and  complimentary 
manner  of  our  country. 

After  the  dinner  there  was  a  general  movement  by  the 
guests  to  the  residence  of  the  Turkish  Ambassador,  where 
a  brilliant  reception  was  prepared.  Within  the  superb 
apartments  of  the  Ottoman  Embassy  we  met  all  the 
foreign  Ambassadors,  the  chief  dignitaries  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  quite  a  number  of  distinguished  ladies  from  all 
countries,  our  own  being  most  favorably  represented. 

The  Admiral  was  "  the  observed  of  all  observers,"  the 
peaceable  lion  of  the  evening,  and  his  hand  had  to  un- 
dergo an  ordeal  of  pressing  which  few  could  have  borne 
with  such  an  appearance  of  pleasure. 

This  day's  receptions  and  ovations  were  followed  on 
the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  lith  by  as  many  more 
of  the  same  kind ;  namely,  a  grand  banquet  given  by  the 
Deputies  of  the  Italian  Parliament  in  honor  of  Admiral 
Farragut,  in  Doney's  restaurant,  concluding  with  a  most 
brilliant  reception  by  the  Prime  Minister,  Count  Menabrea. 


248  THE   CETJISE   OF   THE   FEANKLm. 

The  complimentary  banquet  given  by  the  Depnties 
took  place  in  the  grand  saloon  of  Doney's,  and  was  at- 
tended by  fifty-two  members,  with  no  invited  guests 
except  the  Admiral,  Captain  Le  Key,  Mr.  Marsh,  and 
Consul-General  Lawrence.  The  Italian  Parliament  was 
represented  on  this  brilliant  occasion  by  many  of  the  most 
distinguished  citizens  of  the  nation,  some  of  whom  had 
borne  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  administration,  while 
others  had  become  prominent  as  followers  of  Garibaldi  in 
1866.  There  were  ministers  and  ex-ministers,  conspicu- 
ous among  whom  were  Admiral  Eibotti,  of  Marine ; 
Count  Menabrea,  the  Premier ;  and  ex-Ministers  of 
Finance,  Sella,  Minghetti,  and  Depretis,  with  Yisconti 
Venosta,  formerly  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  lately 
Envoy  near  the  Sublime  Porte. 

Of  officers  of  the  army  there  wei'e  representatives  from 
several  corps  and  almost  as  many  brigadiers  as  took 
possession  of  Washington  in  the  winter  of  1862-63. 
Among  these  were  General  Corte,  Chief  of  Staff  to 
Garibaldi ;  and  Generals  Nicotera,  Fabrizi,  Cadorna,  Pes- 
cetto,  Griffini,  and  Carini,  most  of  whom  were  with  the 
great  Italian  patriot  in  1866.  There  were  also  present, 
M.  Crispi,  leader  of  the  "left"  or  "party  of  action" 
in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  ;  General  Serpi,  Commander 
of  the  Gendarmerie;  and  Colonels  Assanti,  Malenchini, 
and  Acerbi;  Professor  Berti;  Marquis  Ricci,  Guerrieri- 
Gonzaga  and  Eora;  Rear- Admiral  D'Aste;  Counts  De 
Luca,  Serristori,  and  Casati,  and  others  of  less  rank. 

At  such  a  representative  banquet  there  reigned,  of 
course,  uninterrupted  pleasure.     Toward  the  conclusion 
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of  the  feast,  the  Prime  Minister  arose  and  proposed  the 
health  of  their  distinguished  guest,  prefacing  it  with  a 
few  highly  complimentary  tributes  to  his  bravery  and 
patriotism,  and  alluding  in  exalted  terms  to  the  Admiral's 
famous  maxim,  "Wooden  ships  and  iron  liearts,"  as  one 
which  should  be  written  in  letters  of  gold  upon  the  tablet 
of  every  man's  memory.  As  Count  Menabrea  concluded 
with  the  sentiment,  "  The  health  and  happiness  of  Ad- 
miral Farragut,"  the  enthusiasm  which  responded  to  it 
afforded  the  recipient  most  gratifying  evidences  of  his 
popularity  in  the  land  of  song. 

The  Admiral  acknowledged  these  compliments  in  an 
appropriate  little  piece  of  oratory,  and  with  a  sentiment 
expressive  of  his  delight  upon  returning  to  Italy  and 
observing  her  progress,  which  evidently  pleased  the  Italian 
Deputies.  Shortly  after  this  the  principal  guests  with- 
drew and  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, where  a  brilliant  levee  succeeded. 

The  following  morning  the  Admiral,  with  a  large  party, 
set  off  to  San  Donato,  the  superb  palace  of  the  Kussian 
Prince  Demidoff,  situated  near  the  Porta  al  Prato.  This 
building  had  not  been  opened  for  several  years,  and  is 
seldom  permitted  to  be  visited;  but,  being  informed  of 
Admiral  Farragut's  arrival  in  Florence,  that  nobleman 
sent  the  following  telegram  from  Paris,  viz. : — 

"  Admiral  Faeeagtjt, 

"  Commanding  U.  S.  Squadron,  Florence. 
"  I  regret  that  I  cannot  personally  receive  you  at  San 
Donato.     Have  given  orders  that  you  shall  be  received 

■with  the  honors  due  you.  "  Demidoff." 

11* 


250  THE   CRUISE   OF   THE   FEANKLIN. 

Every  one  was  astonished  at  the  grandeur  and  mag- 
nificence of  this  immense  "  jewel-house."  Suites  of  apart- 
ments stretch  out  in  long  vistas,  and  severally  contain 
malachite,  lapis  lazuli,  and  mosaic  ornaments,  garnished 
with  gems  of  every  description;  sapphires,  rubies,  eme- 
ralds, and  diamonds  being  displayed  in  such  tempting 
profusion  as  to  summon  up  visions  of  Golconda  itself. 

There  are  also  great  numbers  of  paintings,  statues,  and 
suits  of  armor,  and  all  distributed  in  such  superbly  fur- 
nished apartments  as  to  present  the  very  heavrideal  of  a 
princely  residence. 

After  strolling  through  endless  green-houses,  abound- 
ing with  the  choicest  plants  and  flowers,  the  ladies  of  the 
party  were  presented  with  handsome  bouquets,  the  one 
given  to  Mrs.  Farragut  being  a  miniature  bush  of  exotics, 
with  three  long  silk  streamers  attached,  alternately  green, 
yellow,  and  white,  representing  the  colors  of  the  Prince's 
family,  and  the  words  San  Donato  embroidered  in  gold  and 
silver  on  each. 

On  the  same  evening  a  grand  farewell  entertainment 
was  given  in  honor  of  Admiral  Farragut,  by  the  American 
Minister  and  his  accomplished  wife ;  on  which  occasion 
the  large  apartments  of  their  palazzo  were  thronged  with 
the  representatives  of  all  the  great  European  powers,  cab- 
inet oflEicers,  and  as  many  titled  grandees — from  Dukes  de- 
scended from  the  Medicis  and  Borghesi,  to  the  last  pur- 
chaser of  the  newest  title  of  Count — as  would  make  up  a 
respectable  regiment. 

The  Admiral  was  stationed  at  the  head  of  one  of  the 
rooms,  and  received  the  never-ending  tide  of  humanity 
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which  flowed  slowly  by,  some  contenting  themselves 
with  an  earnest  look,  and  others  insisting  upon  a  hearty 
shake  of  the  hand.  He  stood  his  ground  manfully,  while 
the  staff  endeavored  to  play  the  agreeable  to  the  Princess 
of  this  and  the  Countess  of  that,  and  with  success  enough 
to  render  it  a  delightful  evening. 

On  our  return  hotelward  we  stopped  for  a  few  min- 
utes at  the  Palazzo  Borghese,  to  witness  a  Florentine  mas- 
querade, the  gay  scene  being  the  "  drop  curtain  "  of  our 
sensation  drama  within  that  animated  metropolis. 

The  Admiral  was  appealed  to  in  vain  to  remain  ano- 
ther week,  to  accept  entertainments  tendered  him.  He 
listened  to  these  entreaties,  but  their  assurances  of  further 
ovations  were  only  arguments  in  favor  of  a  rapid  retreat, 
for  he  replied,  "  No  one  can '  stand  this  sort  of  dissipation 
very  long  without  ruining  his  constitution  ; "  and  he 
therefore  persisted  in  his  negative,  and  prepared  for 
departure. 

We  had  enjoyed  a  most  delightful  season  in  Florence  ; 
had  been  fSted  in  a  manner  almost  unparalleled ;  had  par- 
ticipated in  the  exciting  scenes  of  the  carnival ;  had 
received  every  evidence  of  welcome  from  the  representa- 
tives of  different  nationalities;  and  had  observed  with 
pleasure  that  our  naval  hero  was  a  great  man  in  the 
estimation  of  all  classes  in  Italy. 

The  American  Minister  and  Mrs.  Marsh,  with  Colonel 
and  Mrs.  Lawrence,  were  most  assiduous  in  their  atten- 
tions ;  the  two  latter  being  our  constant  chaperones  ;  while 
the  authorities  detailed  Captain  Kacchia,  of  the  navy,  as 
a  special  aid  during  his  sojourn  in  the  Etrurian  Athens. 
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The  Florentines  were  much  exercised  as  to  the  object  of 
Admiral  Farragut's  mission  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
their  speculations  on  this  subject  extended  rapidly  to  the 
adjoining  countries,  and  even  took  wing  to  the  island 
home  of  the  patriot  Garibaldi.  There  were  many  head- 
shakings  and  much  use  of  ambiguous  expressions, 

"  As,  '  Well,  we  know ;  ' — or,  '  We  could  an'  if  we  would  ; '  " 

some  even  insisting  that  the  American  Admiral  and  the 
Italian  General  had  met  secretly  in  some  out-of-the- 
way  place,  and  there,  after  embracing  most  affection- 
ately, had  arranged  the  future  policy  of  the  world;  the 
smaller  States  of  Europe  being  absorbed  in  a  great  recon- 
struction scheme,  which  was  to  change  the  boundary  of 
empii-es ! 

A  correspondent,  writing  from  Florence  to  Vienna, 
says:  "Admiral  Farragut  attracts  more  attention  than 
was  ever  caused  by  the  commander  of  a  feeble  division  of 
five  ships  of  war.  However,  the  Eastern  question  may 
break  out,  and  the  United  States  intend  to  intervene 
in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  since  France  thought  proper  to 
interfere  in  Mexico;  and  they  are  greatly  encouraged  to  do 
so  by  Eussia,  who  promises  them  a  good  port  in  the  Le- 
vant when  she  shall  be  mistress  of  those  parts.  To  have  a 
footing  in  Europe  has  always  been  the  desire  of  the  great 
republic,  but  at  this  moment  more  than  ever.  There 
exists,  opposite  the  Island  of  Rhodes,  the  roadstead  of 
Marmarizza,  with  an  excellent  bottom  for  anchorage. 
The  Americans  had  asked  Turkey  to  give  it  to  them, 
promising  to   build  there  a  lai'ge  town,  under  the  suze- 
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rainty  of  the  Sultan ;  but  England  opposed  that  course. 
Some  have  affirmed  that  Russia  has  taken  ensragements 
with  the  States  on  the  subject.  Should  war  break  out, 
the  Americans  would  have  their  port. 

"The  Russians  are  most  courteous  toward  Admiral  Far-- 
ragut,  and  Prince  DemidofF  has  telegraphed  to  liave  his 
villa  of  San  Donato,  a  princely  chdteau  near  Florence, 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  American  Admiral." 

The  pride  of  our  people  will  doubtless  be  much  grati- 
fied at  this  wonderful  disclosure  of  our  national  intentions 
in  the  Levant,  and  with  the  immense  importance  the  Eu- 
ropean world  attributed  to  Admiral  Farragut's  pleasant 
visitation  abroad.  It  is  also  great  news  that  our  Govern- 
ment intends  to  intervene  in  Europe  for  the  simple  grat- 
ification of  returning  a  Roland  for  the  Oliver  of  France, 
and  that  Russia  has  promised  them  a  good  port  some- 
where ;  but,  so  far  as  the  Admiral  is  concerned,  all  man- 
kind may  be  assured  that  he  left  Europe  without  having 
meddled  with  an  intrigue;  that  he  had  no  clandestine  or 
open  meeting  with  Garibaldi,  and  that  the  troubled  state 
of  Europe  convinced  him  more  firmly  than  ever  of  the 
danger  of  "  entangling  alliances,"  and  of  the  wisdom  of  a 
policy  which  says  "  Hands  off!  "  to  the  world. 


CHAPTEE   XXVII. 

AEEIVAL   AT   VENICE SCENES     IN    THAT   CITY VISITS   TO   MI- 
LAN  AND    GENOA — RECEPTIONS    AND   OVATIONS    IN    LATTEE. 

ON"  the  moj-ning  of  the  17th  of  February,  favored  by 
smiling  skies,  the  pilgrims  from  the  Franklin  left 
Florence  for  the  north  ;  and  desiring  to  enjoy,  the  rare 
pleasure  of  visiting  the  cities  of  that  portion  of  Italy  in 
an  unostentatious  manner,  it  was  decided  to  travel  en 
hmirgeois,  as  the  best  means  of  escaping  recognition. 

Crossing  the  Apennines  on  a  railroad  which  stands  un- 
rivalled as  a  monument  of  one  department  of  engineering 
skill, — there  being  no  less  than  forty-three  tunnels  in  a  dis- 
tance of  twenty-two  miles,  two  of  them  two  miles  in  length, 
many  on  very  sharp  curves,  and  one  on  the  summit  describ- 
ing a  complete  letter  S, — we  descended  into  the  historic 
valley  of  the  Po,  and,  passing  through  Pologna,  Fer- 
rara,  and  Padua,  and  over  the  "  deep-dyed  Brenta"  and 
the  Adige,  reached  the  "  Queen  of  the  Adriatic  "  the  same 
evening. 

Upon  aiTiving  at  the  depot,  we  discovered  to  our  amaze- 
ment that  our  ruse  had  failed,  and  that  the  incognito 
pi'ocess  was  of  no  avail ;  for  a  staff-officer  in  full  uniform, 
who  proved  to  be  Lieutenant  Marra,  presented  himself  at 
once,  informing  us  that  he  had  been  on  guard-duty  for 


iiriiJ^rrfrte 


VENICE,    MILAN,    AND   GENOA.  265 

twenty-four  hours,  having  been  directed  to  watch  faith- 
fully for  the  Admiral,  whose  visit  had  been  telegraphed 
from  Florence.  He  proved  a  most  faithful  sentinel,  and, 
during  our  sojourn  in  Venice,  a  most  pleasant  companion 
and  cicerone. 

The  good-natured  Admiral  simply  exclaimed,  "  It  is  of 
no  use;  people  cannot  be  deceived  so  easily  !  "  and  per- 
mitted himself  and  party  to  be  conducted  in  a  gondola  to 
the  Hotel  Barbesi — Mrs.  Farragut  not  admiring  these  Ve- 
netian street  cars,  and  apprehending  a  certain  and  untime- 
ly grave  in  the  lagoons. 

Our  arrival  in  this  beautiful  city  was  most  opportune, 
lor  it  was  the  season  of  the  Carnival ;  all  Venetians 
were  merry,  and  we  could  easily  re-people  the  scene  with 
the  past,  and  imagiue 

"  How  Venice  once  was  dear, 
The  pleasant  place  of  all  festivity, 
The  revel  of  the  earth,  the  masque  of  Italy  1 " 

Early  on  the  following  morning,  under  orders  from  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  conveyed  through  the  Commandant 
of  the  district,  Lieutenant  Marra  reported  with  two  State 
gondolas,  and  placed  himself  at  the  disposal  of  Admiral 
Farragut;  and  after  a  very  pleasant  visit  from  M.  Monale, 
the  Commandant  himself,  who  was  most  liberal  in  his  ex- 
pressions of  welcome,  and  from  the  American  Consul,  Mr. 
Colton,  we  sallied  forth  to  "do"  Venice,  with  the  indis- 
pensable Antonio,  doubtless  a  lineal  descendant  of  the 
great  merchant  of  Eialto  memory. 

Our  course  was  first  directed  to  the  famous  Palazzo  di 
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San  Marco,  where  several  hours  were  happily  passed  in 
inspecting  that  gloomy  yet  princely  abode  of  the  long  file 
of  her  dead  Doges,  now  reduced  to  dust ;  visiting  the 
Sala  del  Maggior  Consiglio,  in  which  Tintoretto's  great 
painting  of  the  Glory  of  Paradise  covers  the  entire  end  of 
the  wide  hall ;  also  the  room  of  the  terrible  Council  of 
Ten,  the  Inquisition  Chamber;  and  thence  passing  through 
the  long  suites  of  apartments,  always  under  voluble  expla- 
nations from  Antonio,  we  descended  to  the  celebrated 
Ponte  dei  Sospiri,  with  "the  palace  and  prison  on  each 
hand,"  going  down  into  the  deepest  dungeons,  to  the  great 
horror  of  the  Admiral,  who  cannot  abide  scenes  which 
suggest  human  suffering,  and  who  yet,  while  complaining 
of  the  depraved  tastes  of  his  suite  in  wishing  to  trace  such 
gloomy  records,  followed  with  them  to  the  very  abode  of 
darkness  itself. 

Leaving  the  building  by  the  Giant's  Staircase,  we  as- 
cended the  Campanile,  from  which  was  enjoyed  a  superb 
view  of  the  city,  "  rising  with  her  tiara  of  proud  towers," 
with  the  spousele^  Adriatic  slumbering  beyond.  Thence 
we  were  conducted  to  the  Cathedral  of  San  Marco,  with  its 
five  domes,  and  bearing  over  its  portal  the  four  bronze 
horses,  founded  in  Corinth,  and  successively  captured  by 
the  Greeks,  Romans,  Turks,  and  French,  and  finally  re- 
stored to  the  Venetians.  The  interior  of  this  church  is 
gorgeous  beyond  description,  and  yields  abundant  over- 
payment of  delight  to  every  visitor. 

Returning  to  the  gondolas,  an  excursion  was  made  along 
the  watery  ways  of  the  city,  during  which  Antonio  be- 
came eloquent  upon  the  Ponte  di  Rialto ;  the  palace  of  the 
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two  Foscari ;  the  homes  of  Shy  lock  and  the  Moor,  and  the 
"  long  array  of  mighty  shadows "  which  still  linger  over 
the  place.  In  the  evening  the  Admiral  accepted  a  very 
kind  invitation  from  the  Countess  Contarini,  for  himself 
and  suite,  to  occupy  a  room  in  her  residence  on  the  Piazza 
San  Marco,  in  order  to  witness  a  masquerade  on  that 
grand  square.  The  scene  was  most  superb, — a  sea  of 
humanity  swelling  around  the  illuminated  stage  in  the 
centre,  upon  which  the  masquers  were  enacting  their 
respective  parts  with  the  utmost  vivacity. 

Observing  the  Admiral  attempting  to  retire,  they  in- 
sisted upon  his  ascending  the  platform;  whereupon  all 
kinds  of  characters,  from  a  modem  Doge  to  devils  innu- 
merable, passed  around  and  greeted  him,  each  after  his 
kind.  Leaving  these  gay  masquers  to  their  revelries,  we 
proceeded,  by  invitation  of  the  Commandant,  to  the  op- 
era, and  occupied  his  box,  where  the  Admiral  received 
the  compliments  of  several  distinguished  officials. 

Upon  returning  that  night  to  our  quarters,  he  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  we  had  done  enough  during  the 
day  to  occupy  an  ordinary  traveller  a  week, — a  sentiment 
cordially  endorsed  by  his  entire  suite. 

On  the  ensuing  day,  accompanied  by  his  staif  and  Mr. 
Consul  Colton,  with  Lieutenant  Marra  and  our  man  Friday, 
Admiral  Farragut  paid  a  visit  to  the  arsenal  and  dock- 
yard, which  have  been  pretty  much  despoiled  and  stripped 
by  the  Austrians ;  where  he  was  very  kindly  received  by 
the  Commandant  and  the  officers,  and  by  them  escorted 
over  the  grounds.  Although  there  was  but  little  left  by 
the  "departing  Power  "  toward  the  fittings  of  a  complete 
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yard,  yet  the  sharp-eyed  Admiral  discovered  many  objects 
to  justify  a  special  examination.  In  the  arsenal  we  were 
shown  sundry  instruments  of  torture;  Attila's  helmet, 
which  was  adjusted  on  our  own  craniums  only  to  make 
them  ache;  and  several  relics  held  in  great  esteem  by^the 
Yenetians,  as  trophies  of  former  prowess. 

The  Admiral  having  completed  this  inspection,  we  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Grand  Canal  to  the  Accademia  delle 
Belle  Arte,  filled  with  choice  paintings  of  the  Venetian 
school,  and  then  made  a  detour  to  the  Church  of  Santa 
Maria  Gloriosa  dei  Frari,  highly  interesting  from  its  asso- 
ciations, containing  several  sepulchral  monuments  of  the 
Doges,  a  magnificent  one  to  Titian,  and  the  superb  tomb 
of  Canova. 

While  on  these  excursions  along  the  water-conrses  of 
Venice,  we  visited  successively  the  churches  of  Santa  Maria 
Formosa,  San  Giovanni  e  Paolo,  San  Eocco,  and  the  ad- 
joining Scuola,  and  many  others  which  it  would  require 
volumes  to  describe,  and  in  several  of  which  we  were  at- 
tracted by  the  superb  monuments  of  Doges  and  the  pow- 
erful paintings  of  Tintoretto. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  20th,  accompanied  by  his 
suite  and  the  Prefect,  the  Admiral  proceeded  by  special 
invitation  to  the  palaces  of  the  Countess  Persico  and  the 
Princess  Montenegro,  on  the  Grand  Canal,  to  enjoy  a  view 
of  the  great  Carnival  procession  which  was  to  conclude  the 
three  days'  festivity. 

In  each  mansion  both  he  and  his  suite  were  received 
with  the  most  cordial  demonstrations,  not  only  by  the  fair 
and  accomplished  hostesses,  but  by  all  the  distinguished 
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guests  assembled,  and  at  each  were  most  hospitably  en- 
tertained. 

The  display  on  the  Grand  Canal  was  most  spirited  and 
imposing.  All  the  houses  were  gayly  decorated  with  flags 
or  festooned  with  bright  colors,  and  from  five  to  seven 
hundred  gondolas,  fantastically  dressed,  and  filled  with 
gondoliers  and  others  in  comic  masquerading  costumes, 
moved  slowly  up  the  -  canal  in  a  body,  preceded  by  a 
band  to  the  Rialto  and  back,  amid  showers  of  bon-hons 
and  flowers,  which  they  returned  with  interest,  with  the 
plaudits  of  the  assembled  thousands  from  boats,  houses, 
and  shores.  As  soon  as  the  review  was  over,  the  Vene- 
tian world  hurried  pell-mell  to  the  Piazza  San  Marco, 
where  the  afternoon  and  entire  night  were  devoted  to 
"  seeing  out "  the  Carnival. 

This  custom,  which  simply  means  a  fai'ewell  for  the 
time  to  animal  food,  is  seen  to  better  advantage  in  this 
city  than  elsewhere  in  Italy ;  and  the  one  witnessed  by  the 
American  naval  party  on  this  occasion  may  be  very  fitly 
described  in  the  words  of  the  poet : — 

"  Of  all  the  places  where  the  carnival 

Was  most  facetious  in  the  days  of  yore, 

For  dance  and  song,  and  serenade  and  ball. 
And  nlask,  and  mime,  and  mystery,  and  more 

Than  I  have  time  to  tell  now,  or  at  all, 
Venice  the  bell  from  every  city  bore. 

And  at  the  moment  when  I  fix  my  story 

That  sea-bom  city  was  in  aU  her  glory." 

The  Admiral  extremely  enjoyed  the  spectacle,  and 
afterward  attended  the  banquet  given  in  his  honor  the 
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same  evening  by  the  Prefect  of  the  district.  Among  the 
officials  present  were  M.  Giustiniani,  the  Mayor,  and  a 
descendant  of  the  Justinian  family  ;  M.  Monale ;  two  Ye- 
netian  Generals,  and  Lieiitenant  Marra. 

On  the  morning  of  February  21st,  after  making  heavy 
investments  in  photographs  at  Carlo  Ponti's,  we  embarked 
in  a  gondola,  and  accompanied  by  the  Prefect,  Commander 
Monale,  Lieutenant  Marra,  and  Mr.  Colton,  proceeded  to 
the  depot  and  took  the  cars  for  Milan,  the  great  city  of 
Lombardy. 

The  route  traversed  by  the  railroad  between  Venice  and 
Milan  passes  over  the  most  historic  ground  in  Europe, 
coursing  along  the  great  valley  between  the  Ehetian  Alps 
and  the  Apennines,  every  part  of  it  associated  with  some 
of  the  most  memorable  campaigns  of  ancient  and  modern 
times. 

Passing  through  Padua  and  Yicenza,  we  enjoyed  a  view 
of  the  two  famous  castles  owned  by  the  rival  houses  of 
Capulet  and  Montague,  and  shortly  afterward  of  the  bloody 
field  of  Areola.  At  Yerona  the  route  enters  the  famous 
"  quadrilateral,"  and  thence,  coursing  on  over  a  beautiful 
and  richly  cultivated  country,  passes  through  Peschiera, 
on  Lake  Garda,  near  the  famous  field  of  Solferino,  and  fol- 
lowing along  a  beautiful  valley,  dotted  with  numerous 
houses  and  an  occasional  mediaeval  ruin,  enters  the  city 
of  Brescia — the  Brixia  of  the  Komans.  Thence,  passing 
through  Bergamo  and  Cassano — the  scene  of  two  great 
battles — we  entered  Milan  in  the  evening,  and  lost  no 
time  in  preparing  for  the  very  short  visit  allotted  to  that 
city. 
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Early  on  the  following  morning,  the  anniversary  of 
"Washington's  birthday,  news  of  the  Admiral's  arrival  had 
been  freely  circulated,  and  great  was  the  anxiety  to  see 
the  American  naval  hero.  Mr.  Wm.  Olark,  Consular 
Agent  of  the  United  States,  was  the  first  to  announce  him- 
self, and  was  shortly  followed  by  a  staff-officer,  who  came 
charged  with  friendly  messages  of  welcome  to  the  Admi- 
ral and  his  suite.  "With  the  former  a  tour  of  sight-seeing 
was  speedily  arranged,  and  during  the  day  the  party  suc- 
ceeded in  visiting  the  Ambrosian  Library,  containing, 
among  many  relics,  a  lock  of  the  flaxen  hair  of  Lucretia 
Borgia,  with  an  autograph  letter  from  her  to  Cardinal 
Bembo,  relating,  no  doubt,  to  the  poisoning  of  some  en- 
emy ;  and  also  the  pair  of  gloves  worn  by  Napoleon  at 
Waterloo.  From  this  we  proceeded  to  the  Church  of  San- 
ta Maria  delle  Grazia,  to  gaze  upon  Leonardo  da  Vinci's 
great  fresco  of  the  Last  Supper,  over  which  one  of  our 
number,  artistically  inclined,  went  into  raptures.  Thence 
we  were  conducted  to  the  Amphitheatre,  the  Arco  della 
Pace,  and  the  Brera  gallery ;  and  finally  concluded  the 
day's  programme  and  exhausted  our  remainder  of  physical 
endurance  by  a  long  inspection  of  the  world- famous  Ca- 
thedral, the  noblest  specimen  of  Gothic  architecture  ever 
reared, — to  the  towering  apex  of  whose  spire  the  Admiral 
could  not  be  persuaded  to  climb,  even  to  enjoy  a  view  of 
the  fertile  fields  of  Lombardy.  In  the  evening  we  occu- 
pied the  Governor's  box  at  the  Della  Seal  a,  the  largest 
opera-house  in  the  world,  where  we  lingered  through  a 
very  old  performance,  which  caused  the  Admiral  to  sigh 
for  a  "  good  English  ballad." 
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On  the  following  day  a  Marquis,  brilliant  with  decora- 
tions, and  an  aid-de-camp  of  the  Due  de  Mignano,  called 
to  present  a  special  invitation  to  the  Admiral,  requesting 
the  presence  of  himself  and  suite  at  a  grand  ball  to  be 
given  that  evening.  Our  naval  chief  politely  declined, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  Sunday,  and  no  appeals  could 
induce  him  to  adopt  the  maxim  of  "  doing  in  Eome  as 
Eome  does,"  or  to  consent  to  present  himself,  even  for  one 
moment,  within  the  saloon.  The  officer  looked  astonished 
at  our  American  customs,  but  said  no  more. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24:th,  the  Admiral  determined 
upon  a  trip  to  Genoa,  and  with  this  view  our  party  again 
embarked ;  and  after  a  most  pleasant  journey  over  ground 
fraught  with  historic  memories,  passing  near  the  bridge  of 
Lodi,  and  within  sight  of  the  memorable  fields  of  Monte- 
bello,  Pavia,  and  Marengo,  and  through  many  towns  and 
villages,  we  reached  the  beautiful  seaport  appropriately 
styled  "  La  Superba,"  from  the  number  and  grandeur  of 
its  palaces. 

On  this  route  the  mountain  scenery  on  the  slopes  of  the 
rugged  Apennines  is  surpassingly  grand,  while  the  varied 
landscapes  along  the  valley  of  the  Scrivia  are  picturesque 
in  the  extreme. 

The  Admiral  fixed  his  headquarters  in  Genoa  at  an  an- 
cient-looking hotel  with  the  aristocratic  title  of  the  "  Croce 
di  Malta,"  an  old  mansion  once  belonging  to  the  famous 
Knights  of  that  order,  whose  infiuence  and  establishments 
seem  to  have  extended  in  former  days  to  all  parts  of  South- 
ern Europe.  His  arrival  in  this  city,  which  has  always 
maintained  considerable  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
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United  States,  and  which  was  the  birthplace  of  the  dis- 
coverer of  our  continent,  had  been  anticipated  with 
much  anxiety,  and  a  spontaneous  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  officials,  merchants,  and  citizens  convened 
by  the  Mayor  had  resulted  in  a  tender  of  a  grand  ban- 
quet at  the  Palazzo  Tursi,  "  in  honor  of  the  great  Amer- 
ican Admiral." 

On  the  morning  succeeding  his  arrival,  the  Admiral 
received  very  friendly  visits  from  M.  Podesta,  the  intelli- 
gent and  accomplished  Sindaco  of  the  city,  and  also  from 
the  American  Consul,  Mr.  Spencer;  an  aid-de-camp  of 
the  Commandant,  tendering  a  welcome  from  the  military 
authorities;  Captain  Strong,  of  the  Oanandaigua,  and 
many  native  dignitaries  besides. 

During  the  day,  an  invitation  from  the  Mayor  to  oc- 
cupy an  apartment  in  the  Municipal  Buildings,  to  wit- 
ness the  Carnival  on  the  Corso, — the  last  of  an  additional 
three-days'  ceremony, — was  very  gladly  accepted,  and  in 
the  evening  we  accompanied  him  to  the  Teatro  Carlo 
Felici,  where  all  were  entertained  by  a  very  good  rep- 
resentation of  the  opera  Giulietta,  followed  by  a  grand 
masquerade,  which  seemed  to  throw  the  Genoese  into 
transports  of  felicity. 

In  passing  along  the  thoroughfares  of  this  busy  seaport, 
all  were  struck  with  the  evidences  of  enterprise  and 
prosperity  visible  in  every  direction.  These  constitute  a 
remarkable  contrast  to  the  dolce  far  nienie  manner  pecu- 
liar to  other  Italian  cities.  The  constant  rumbling  of 
drays  and  the  rapid  handling  of  merchandise  along  the 
well-lined  wharves  recalled  New  York,  and  obliterated, 
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for  the  time,  all  i-emembrance  of  the  enervated  people  too 
often  met  in  other  portions  of  that  classic  land. 

During  the  following  days  we  were  kindly  escorted 
about  the  city  on  a  tour  of  inspection,  during  which  we 
visited  the  beautiful  villa  and  gardens  of  Pallavicini ; 
stopping  on  the  return  trip  at  the  Palazzo  Durazzo ;  then 
at  the  Palazzo  Brignoli  Sale,  both  filled  with  choice  paint- 
ings. We  finally  went  to  the  Municipality,  where  the 
Mayor  unearthed  several  autograph  letters  of  Christopher 
Columbus,  pliotographic  copies  of  which  he  presented  to 
the  Admiral.  At  the  same  time  we  were  allowed  an  in- 
spection of  Paganini's  famous  violin,  and  a  very  old  deed 
of  conveyance  in  the  Polcevera,  executed  on  copper,  be- 
fore the  Christian  era. 

On  the  same  evening,  a  committee  of  citizens  repre- 
senting the  Mazzini  Society,  or  Workingmen's  Association 
of  Genoa,  called  upon  the  Admiral  in  a  body,  and, 
through  their  President,  presented  him  with  the  follow- 
ing address: — 

"  CrrizEN  Admiral  : — Those  who  address  you  are  the 
associated  workmen  of  Genoa.  Tour  arrival  in  our  city 
is  the  arrival  of  a  valiant  son  of  that  great  Republic  we  so 
greatly  love,  because  it  is  a  continual  school  of  examples 
to  Europe,  not  yet  regenerated  by  the  breath  which  created 
and  now  preserves  your  great  country. 

"  Citizen,  accept  the  salutation  which  the  associated  work- 
men of  Genoa  give  you  to-day  with  reverence  and  love, 
as  a  pledge  of  that  alliance  of  which  our  Master,  Joseph 
Mazzini,  together  with  many  of  your  illustrious  fellow- 


VENICE,    MILAN,    AND   GENOA.  265 

citizens,  have  ali-eady  laid  the  foundation.  Citizen  Ad- 
miral, accept  the  expression  of  esteem  and  affection  which 
the  Association  now  offer  you. 

"  G.  AsTENCfo,  President. 
"  G.  B.  Feanzi,  Secretary." 

The  deputation  was  very  cordially  received  by  the  Ad- 
miral, who  expressed  his  acknowledgments  for  the  very  com- 
plimentary allusions  in  the  address  to  his  country  as  well  as 
to  himself,  and  after  a  hearty  and  suggestive  "hands  all 
round"  the  committee  withdrew,  well  pleased  with  the  visit. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th,  the  great  festival  of  the 
city  in  honor  of  its  guest  took  place  in  the  grand  saloons 
of  the  Palazzo  Doria  Tursi.  The  street  fronting  this 
immense  palace  was  lined  with  citizens  of  evei-y  age  and 
sex,  and  as  the  Admiral  drove  up  he  was  received  with 
vociferous  cheering,  every  one  jostling  and  elbowing  his 
neighbor  to  obtain  a  "  good  look"  at  the  great  Americano ! 
On  entering  the  capacious  court  leading  to  the  main  hall 
he  was  received  with  a  general  salute  from  officers  and 
Soldiers,  who  formed  an  avenue  for  his  passage,  and  also 
by  the  principal  band  performing  our  national  melodies. 

On  reaching  the  municipal  apartments  he  was  wel- 
comed by  the  Sindaco,  presented  to  the  authorities,  and 
escorted  into  the  banqueting-hall,  where  he  occupied  a 
seat  on  the  right  of  the  Mayor ;  Commander  Pinelli,  First 
President  of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  being  on  the  left. 

The  entertainment  was  brilliantly  successful,  and  in- 
cluded about  sixty  persons,  representing  the  civil  and  mil- 
itary authorities  of  the  city,  members  of  the  Chamber  of 

Commerce,  several  senators,  naval  officers,  maritime  asso- 
12 


266  THE   OEOTSE   OF   THE   FRAITKLIN-. 

ciations,  and  others,  and  the  eflPect  was  considerably  in- 
tensified by  the  superb  decorations  of  the  grand  saloon, 
the  festooning  of  the  Genoese  and  American  flags,  and  the 
profuse  display  of  the  choicest  flowers. 

Among  the  guests  were  Yiee-Admiral  Tholosano,  Gen- 
erals Bixio  andlucisa,  Professors  Boccardo  and  Doria,  and 
many  others. 

Toward  the  conclusion  of  the  banquet  the  Mayor  arose 
to  propose  the  flrst  toast  of  the  evening,  and  introduced  it 
with  a  speech  so  well  translated  by  a  writer,  and  so  com- 
plimentary to  our  country  as  to  justify  its  insertion : — 

"  I  believe,  gentlemen,  that  I  cannot  better  interpret 
your  sentiments  than  by  proposing  a  toast  to  Admiral  Fai-- 
ragut — to  America.  The  illustrious  Admiral,  in  his  visits 
to  other  Italian  cities,  will  have  seen  the  banks  of  the 
Arno,  the  historic  shores  of  the  Adriatic;  but  whatever 
may  be  the  sympathy  of  Italians  with  America,  Genoa, 
more  deeply  than  any  other  city,  cherishes  this  feeling. 
In  Admiral  Farragut — the  captor  of  Mobile — Genoa  sees 
a  man  emulous  of  the  fame  of  lier  great  captain  and 
patriot,  Andrea  Doria.  Your  victories,  illustrious  soldier, 
have  recalled  to  us  the  memories  of  Curzola,  of  Meloria, 
and  Almeria.  You  have  foiight  splendidly  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  in  the  Red  River,  and  Genoa  was  interested  in 
your  battles,  in  your  victories,  because  Genoa  has  special 
relations  with  the  American  continent.  Permit  me,  gen- 
tlemen, to  mention  two  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  especially 
bind  Genoa  and  America.  Four  hundred  years  ago,  one  of 
these,  despite  the  opposition  of  men  and  the  elements,  car- 
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ried  to  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  the  religion  and  civiliza- 
tion which  converted  the  savage  inhabitants  to  social  life ; 
which  I'eplaced  the  wretched  tents  of  the  red  Indian  by 
cities  such  as  New  York  and  Boston ;  and  for  savage  hordes 
substituted  the  armies  of  Grant,  the  fleets  of  Farragut. 
Another  of  our  citizens  in  modern  times  rendered  the 
banks  of  La  Plata  illustrious  by  his  battles  in  defence  of 
liberty,  and  there  prepared  himself  for  those  glorious  feats 
of  arms  which  were  to  achieve  Italian  liberty  and  national 
imity.  You  understand  that  I  speak  of  Christopher  Co- 
lumbus and  Joseph  Garibaldi,  two  men  who  powerfully 
contributed  to  the  development  of  American  civilization, 
and  whose  memory  forms  a  special  bond  between  Genoa 
and  America.  A  health,  then,  to  Admiral  Farragut,  to 
Young  America,  and  with  it  I  express  the  desire,  the  hope, 
that  the  two  nations  may  unitedly  promote  the  cause  of 
liberty,  and  advance  together  on  the  path  of  progress  and 
liberty.     Evvwa  Farragut !  Evvi/va  V America  !  " 

The  concluding  words  were  enthusiastically  taken  up 
by  the  company  and  followed  by  great  applause. 

The  Admiral  made  a  suitable  reply  to  these  flattering 
remarks,  spoke  of  his  visit  to  Genoa  over  fifty  years  ago, 
of  her  advance  in  commerce,  and  concluded  by  expressing 
his  best  wishes  for  the  continued  and  uninterrupted  pros- 
perity of  their  beautiful  city. 

This  was  followed  by  sentiments  offered  by  several  dig- 
nitaries as  the  spirit  moved  them  ;  Professor  Boccardo  de- 
livering some  very  happy  and  effective  remarks,  and  Cap- 
tain BoUo  saying  in  English  that  the  seamen  of  Genoa 
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were  "proud  to  welcome  to  their  shores  the  illustrious 
sailor  and  the  boldest  and  ablest  commander  of  modern 
naval  warfare." 

The  festivities  were  kept  up  until  a  late  hour,  and  upon 
his  departure  with  his  staff  the  Admiral  again  found  the 
street  alive  with  citizens,  waiting  to  cheer  him  on  his  re- 
turn, as  their  tribute  of  admiration  for  his  heroism. 

On  the  following  morning  he  and  his  suite  were  escorted 
by  Admiral  Tholosano  and  staff  to  the  Canandaigua,  and 
there  took  leave  of  Genoa,  amid  the  cheering  of  the  sail- 
ors, and  after  a  very  pleasant  run  of  seven  hours  reached 
Spezia,  and  soon  afterward  transferred  themselves  with 
bag,  baggage,  and  souvenirs  to  the  familiar  decks  of  the 
flag-ship,  where  they  received  a  most  cordial  welcome  home, 
and  exchanged  views  upon  the  late  tour  of  observation, 
comparing  notes  with  those  who  had  adopted  other  routes. 

On  the  following  afternoon  the  Admiral  made  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  arsenal  with  M.  Eibotti,  Minister  of  Marine, 
and  shortly  thereafter  the  Ticonderoga  entered  the  harbor 
on  her  return  from  a  cruise  to  the  East ;  when  a  continu- 
ance of  our  main  voyage  was  at  once  determined  upon. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

AREIVAIi    AND    EEOEPTION   IN    NAPLES EXCUESION  TO,    AND 

OVATION  AT  POMPEn — GEADfD  BANQUET  AT  THE  ADMIEALTT 

HOUSE. 

ON  the  night  of  the  3d  of  March  the  FramJdin  took 
leave  of  Spezia,  and  after  a  very  delightful  sail  along 
the  Italian  coast,  within  sight  of  the  home  of  Garibaldi, 
but  not  of  the  hero  himself,  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Naples 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th ;  Colonel  Lawrence  accom- 
panying us  on  the  trip,  by  special  invitation  of  the  Ad- 
miral. On  approaching  the  city,  the  decks  of  the  jlag- 
ship  were  covered  with  officers  and  men,  enjoying  an 
evening's  picture  of  this  lovely  and  world-famous  harbor, 
which  has  so  often  set  poets  wild,  and  caused  painters  to 
despair  that  they  cannot  "  hold  the  mirror  up  to  nature  " 
on  their  canvas.  Yesuvius  was  in  all  the  grandeur  of  his 
terrible  feu  de  joie,  presenting  a  pyrotechnic  display  in 
comparison  with  which  all  artificial  illuminations  are  but 
as  flashes ;  and  his  deep-toned  mutterings,  and  constant 
discharges  of  scoriae  and  lava,  recalled  the  buried  cities  at 
his  base,  which  now  reveal  the  destructive  power  of  his 
eruptions. 

Our  arrival  happened,  fortunately,  at  the  very  time  when 
the  great  volcano  was  firing  his  grandest  salutes,  and  it 
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was  jocosely  observed  that  this  was  "  Italy's  welcome  to 
the  distinguished  head  of  the  American  Navy." 

On  the  morning  following,  a  national  salute  was  ex- 
changed with  the  fort,  and,  ere  the  smoke  had  lifted, 
another,  for  the  Admiral ;  and  as  soon  as  the  last  gun  had 
spoken,  Admiral  Provana  of  the  Italian  navy,  with  his 
staff,  came  on  board,  cordially  welcomed  our  commander  to 
Naples,  and  invited  him  to  occupy  with  his  ship,  a  position  in 
the  Mole.  During  the  day  the  Franklin  was  besieged  with 
visitors,  among  whom  appeared  the  Prefect  of  tlie  city  and 
Lieuten ant-General  Pettinengo,  Commander-in-Chief  of 
tlie  military  forces  in  the  district.  Both  these  dignitaries 
tendered  the  hospitalities  of  Naples  to  their  distinguished 
visitor,  and  the  latter  invited  him  to  be  present  at  a  grand 
review  of  the  troops  on  the  Idth,  the  birthday  of  His 
Ma,jesty  King  Yictor  Emmanuel.  On  the  conclusion  of 
the  day's  ceremonies  a  miniature  "evacuation-day"  en- 
sued, all  not  on  duty  making  a  tangential  line  to  the  city, 
to  prepare  for  some  of  the  many  excursions  which  ramify 
in  all  directions  from  this  densely  populated  centre. 

Yesuvius,  Pompeii,  and  Herculaneum  were  speedily 
traversed  and  studied  ;  and  the  natural  desire  to  stand 
within  those  two  historic  tombstones  being  fully  grati- 
fied, the  more  genial  associations  of  Sorrento,  the  Grotta 
Azzurra,  the  tomb  of  Yirgil,  and  the  shadowy  remnants  of 
Pozzuoli  and  Baise,  outside  the  city, — and  the  Museo  Bor- 
bonico,  the  Castle  of  St.  Elmo,  and  the  Cattedrale  Duomo, 
within, — received  more  leisurely  visitations  from  these 
seekers  after  the  world's  reminiscences. 

These,  with  daily  promenades  along  the  gay  "  Toledo," 
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contemplating  the  Neapolitan  world,  observing  the  diplo- 
matic cunning  of  the  lazzaroni, — who  prefer  their  trade 
and  condition  to  one  requiring  an  hour's  labor,— and  occa- 
sionally investing  in  trinkets  of  coral  and  tortoise-shell, 
formed  the  principal  amusements  of  such  of  the  officers 
as  were  not  compelled  to  unite  in  the  official  visitings 
to  the  great  men  of  the  nation. 

On  the  third  day  after  our  arrival,  the  Admiral,  with 
Mrs.  Farragut,  Mrs.  Pennock,  and  the  officers  of  the 
squadron  in  port,  were  invited  by  Senator  Fiorelli,  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Museums  of  Naples  and  Pompeii,  to  be 
present  on  the  12th  instant,  at  the  excavation  of  a  cham- 
ber in  the  house  once  tenanted  by  Signer  Balbo,  or,  as  he 
used  to  be  called  while  living,  Balbus,  in  the  latter  city. 
The  work  in  that  edifice  of  the  partially  resurrected  town 
had  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  anticipated  visit 
of  the  Admiral,  and  as  there  was  at  that  time  a  perfect 
colony  of  Americans  in  and  around  Naples,  the  occasion 
was  readily  embraced  by  them  to  tender  their  great  repre- 
sentative a  grand  entertainment,  to  be  given  in  the  Stabian 
Thermae,  where  the  luxurious  Pompeians  were  wont  to 
pass  hours  in  refreshing  enjoyment. 

The  day  appointed  happened  to  be  a  inost  favorable  one, 
and  all  the  American  world  in  those  parts  attended  the 
novel  celebration.  Special  cars  were  provided,  with  the 
American  colors  flying,  and,  accompanied  by  Senator  Fio- 
relli, Admiral  Provana,  a  large  number  of  officers,  and 
representatives  from  our  own  happy  land  in  gay  profusion, 
the  steam-horse  conveyed  the  excursionists  rapidly  over 
Herculaneum  to  her  quiet  sister  city  of  the  dead,  and  then 
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repeopled  her  streets  with  the  astonished  citizens  of  ano- 
ther clime — the  inhabitants  of  a  far-distant  world  beyond 
the  great  sea. 

On  reaching  the  gates  of  the  city,  the  excursionists 
formed  a  long  procession,  inspecting  many  objects  of  inte- 
rest as  they  advanced,  the  band  of  the  Second  Kegiment 
playing  the  national  airs ;  and  on  arriving  within  the  ca- 
pacious Forum,  they  improvised  a  mass-meeting  around 
the  coenaculum,  and  there,  where  the  city  senators  once 
discussed  the  affairs  of  Pompeii,  the  Admiral  was  cordially 
welcomed,  in  behalf  of  the  Italian  Government,  by  Ad- 
miral Pro  van  a;  then,  by  Messrs.  W.  H.  Aspinwall  and 
Smith  Clift,  members  of  the  committee  of  arrangements, 
introduced  to  all  the  Americans  present — a  process  which 
occupied  a  considerable  period,  from  the  number  of  appli- 
cants for  a  greeting. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  this  ceremonial  they  were  con- 
ducted to  the  private  residence  of  the  lamented  Balbo, 
where  the  pick-axe  and  the  spade  were  soon  at  work,  re- 
storing to  the  light  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  privacy 
of  a  chamber  which  had  been  buried  with  scoriae  and 
pumice-stone  for  nearly  1800  years.  The  apartment  be- 
ing a  small  one,  it  was  soon  cleared,  and  revealed  various 
articles  of  household  furniture,  equal  to  those  of  modern 
times;  numerous  loaves  of  home-made  bread,  considerably 
overdone ;  and  several  skeletons  of  the  human  form  divine, 
which  Surgeon  Foltz  examined  critically,  and  declared 
them  to  have  been  women — drawing  his  conclusions,  in  a 
complimentary  manner,  from  the  smallness  of  the  feet  and 
the  symmetry  of  the  frame.     It  was  observed,  however, 
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iMl  uLc  skull  had 
an  unusually  heavy 
piojection  of  the 
lo^\er  cheek-bone, 
and  a  would-be 
wag  facetiously  re- 
maiked  that  "  that 
man  must  have 
been  a  lawyer,  from 
the  remarkable  ex- 
tent of  his  jaw. " 
When  the  cliamber  had  been  cleared  of  the  dust  of  its 
eighteen  centuries,  and  received  once  more  the  breath  of 
life,  the  guests  proceeded  to  the  Thermse,  where  a  very 
sumptuous  entertainment  had  been  provided  by  the  Amer- 
ican residents,  the  committee  consisting  of  Messrs."  Aspin- 
wall,  Clift,  W.  H.  Allen,  0.  N.  Beach,  Captain  Charles 
Hunter,  Dr.  A.  Hayes,  Professor  J.  F.  Frazer,  and  Messrs. 
B.  F.  Breeden,  C.  P.  Marsh,  T.  Koessle,  Charles  T.  Howe, 
and  John  0.  Jay. 

Within  these  old  walls,  rich  with  frescoes,  some  as  fresh 

as  on  the  day  they  were  painted,  the  delighted  Ameri- 
12* 
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cans  passed  several  hours  most  agreeably,  dancing  in  the 
very  halls  which  once  reflected  the  happy  faces  of  the 
epicurean  Pompeians,  the  lively  strains  of  a  magnificent 
band  echoing  strangely  among  the  surrounding  temples 
and  ruins. 

The  festivities  were  kept  up  until  the  brilliant  light  on 
Mount  "Vesuvius  revealed  the  approaching  shades  of  night, 
when  the  actors  returned  to  Naples  and  Sorrento,  de- 
lighted with  the  day's  excursion — a  theme  for  conversation 
throughout  all  future  years— and  some  only  regretting  that 
the  "German"  could  not  have  closed  the  performances, 
in  order  that  the  spirits  of  Diomede,  Nydia,  lone,  Glau- 
cus,  Sallust,  Pansa,  and  the  others  might  observe  the 
controlling  passion  of  the  present  decade. 

Gn  the  14th  the  ship  was  very  handsomely  dressed 
with  flags,  and  a  national  salute  fired  in  honor  of  the 
King's  birthday ;  and  immediately  thereafter  the  Admiral, 
accompanied  by  his  stafl',  attended  a  grand  review  of  the 
troops  of  the  garrison  and  the  National  Guard,  where 
lie  was  most  enthusiastically  received  with  deafening 
cheers,  presented  by  General  Pettinengo  to  Prince  Hum- 
bert and  the  other  most  distinguished  personages  present, 
and  then  assigned  the  position  of  honor  upon  the  review- 
ing-groiind. 

The  same  evening  Admiral  Provana  gave  a  grand 
banquet  in  honor  of  Admiral  Farragut  at  the  Comando 
Generale  della  Marina.  On  this  brilliant  occasion  he  was 
accompanied  by  Colonel  Lawrence,  Captain  Pennock,  Cap- 
tain Le  Roy,  and  a  part  of  his  staff!,  and  upon  arriving  at 
the  Admiralty  was  received  by  a  guard  of  honor  com- 
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posed  of  a  detachment  of  Bersaglieri,  the  most  popular 
corps  in  Italy. 

The  corridors  and  stairways  of  the  building  were  most 
beautifully  decorated  with  camellias  and  other  choice 
plants ;  and  when  the  guests  entered  the  principal  saloon 
their  presence  was  greeted  with  the  thrilling  notes  of  Hail 
Columbia,  sweetly  performed  by  the  Marine  Band. 

There  were  about  thirty-four  persons  present  at  this 
feast,  including  the  Marchese  di  Eudini,  Prefect  of  Naples; 
General  Pettinengo ;  SenatorFiorelli ;  Admirals  Longo  and 
Cerntti ;  Captain  Acton,  and  others  known  to  fame  in  Italy. 
The  strains  of  our  national  melodies  introduced  the  first 
regular  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Our  distinguished  Guest," 
which  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm ;  while  the 
modest  recipient  essayed  a  brief  acknowledgment,  ex- 
pressing the  great  pleasure  it  afforded  him  to  revisit  Italy 
and  to  observe  her  steady  progress. 

The  guests  separated  at  a  late  hour,  the  two  nationali- 
ties mutually  delighted,  and  each  wishing  the  other  an  un- 
interrupted career  of  happiness  and  prosperity,  endorsing 
their  friendly  sentiments  with  expressive  ejaculations  of 
Vwa  America  !    Vi/oa  Italia  / 


OHAPTEK  XXIX. 

\aSIT  TO   EOME SCENES   IN   THE    ETERNAL    CITT — EEOEPTION 

BT  THE   POPE GRAND  ENTEETAINMENT   BY  ME.    AND   MES. 

HOOKEE EETUEN  TO  NAPLES — SCENES  IN  THAT  CITT ^BAN- 
QUET   ON    BOAED   THE    EEANKLIN HONORS     TO    THE   DtOEE 

AND  DUCHESS  d'aOSTA. 

ON  the  16th  of  March  the  Admiral  and  suite  started 
on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  great  capital  of  the  Koman 
Empire ;  and  after  passing  over  a  most  beautiful  route — 
dashing  through  the  Pontine  Marshes,  and  over  the  broad 
and  fertile  Campagna  di  Eoma,  the  shrill  whistle  of  the 
locomotive  awakening  mysterious  echoes  among  the  co- 
lossal skeleton  walls  of  the  stately  Coliseum — we  crossed 
"  the  yellow  Tiber,  choked  with  Koman  spoils,"  and  en- 
tered the  Eternal  City  on  the  same  evening. 

As  the  trip  was  a  long  and  fatiguing  one  the  excursion- 
ists travelled  with  their  lamps  well  filled,  a  very  sumptuous 
lunch  being  provided  in  a  car  attached  to  the  train,  afi"ord- 
ing  the  advantages  of  a  first-class  hotel.  This  luncheon, 
while  refreshing  to  the  body,  was  damaging  to  the  pecuni- 
ary capital  on  hand,  and  was  made  the  subject  of  a  very 
spirited  epic  by  a  member  of  the  staff  considerably  gifted 
with  the  inspiration  of  the  poetic  muse. 

On  arriving  within  the  walls  of  the  seven-hilled  city, 
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the  Admiral  found  himself  very  much  worn  down  from 
the  effects  of  an  over  amount  of  official  visiting ;  and  to 
give  him  the  repose  he  required,  and  insure  some  modera- 
tion in  the  very  profuse  attentions  showered  upon  him  in 
every  port,  the  staff  organized  themselves  into  a  special 
picket-guard  of  observation  against  the  attacks  of  the 
authorities.  The  good  results  of  this  coup  d'etat  were 
shown  in  the  fact  that,  with  the  exception  of  one  grand 
reception,  hereafter  described,  the  Admiral  experienced 
the  rare  blessing  of  having  a  comparatively  quiet  sojourn 
in  that  capital,  seeing  sights  by  day,  and  during  the  even- 
ing enjoying  the  society  of  several  distinguished  Ameri- 
cans, among  the  most  constant  of  whom  were  the  Hon.  J. 
Lothrop  Motley,  Hon.  Kobert  C.  Winthrop,  Dr.  Hosack, 
and  others. 

Gi'cat  and  almost  irresistible  as  may  be  the  temptation, 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  undertake  even  a  brief  descrip- 
tion of  this  most  interesting  of  all  cities,  this  "  lone  mother 
of  dead  empires," — this  grand  chaos  of  ruins,  where  the 
traveller  stumbles  over  historic  recollections  which  seem  to 
shadow  in  their  glory  the  grandest  efforts  of  modem  days. 

Every  one  who  visits  the  old  world,  makes  this  once  im- 
perial city  almost  the  alpha  and  omega  of  his  travels,  and 
with  the  indispensable  guide-book,  seeks  out  its  countless 
attractions  and  explores  its  majestic  ruins. 

Upon  his  arrival,  even  the  most  conceited  American, 
with  all  his  cherished  ideas  of  republican  power,  must  feel 
like  a  pigmy  among  a  race  of  giants ;  everything  con- 
nected with  that  wonderful  pile  of  monuments  of  the 
golden  age  of  the  Roman  Empire,  symbolizing  greatness. 
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During  our  sojourn  amid  such  reminiscences,  an  impos- 
ing number  of  the  officers  of  the  squadron  were  distributed 
about  among  the  several  liotels  in  congenial  groups  ; 
amusing  themselves,  by  day,  in  accompanying  the  great 
tidal  current  of  visitors  which  swept  along  the  modern 
Corso,  or  the  more  ancient  thoroughfares ;  at  one  moment 
stopping  to  gaze  upon  the  great  Arena,  or  to  quote  poetry 
on  the  crumbling  summit  of  the  CoUsewin  /  and  then  to 
tread  the  deserted  halls  of  the  ivy  ruin  which  crowns  the 
"  Imperial  Mount,"  or  the  grassy  walks,  which  remain 
ever  green,  within  the  colossal  Baths  of  Caracalla. 

This  daily  programme  was  occasionally  varied  by  the 
introduction  of  a  somewhat  romantic  excursion  to  the  pop- 
ular summit  of  the  "  Pincian,"  from  which  the  pilgrims 
could  gaze  down  upon  the  city,  and,  under  the  inspiration 
of  most  delightful  music,  recall  the  long  catalogue  of  asso- 
ciations which  render  it  still  a  favorite  Mecca  for  all  dis- 
ciples of  the  historic  muse. 

Our  evenings  witnessed  constant  reunions  among 
the  Americans,  who  were  so  numerous  in  the  Eternal 
City  as  to  induce  the  Pope  to  remark  that  he  "absolutely 
believed  that  Eome  was  rapidly  becoming  an  American 
colony !  " 

During  all  this  time  the  Admiral  and  suite  were  not 
idle  spectators  of  Eoman  spoils  or  wonders ;  but  permitted 
themselves  to  be  conducted  in  all  directions,  and  from  one 
ruin  to  another,  with  an  interest  in  the  capital  which  was 
equal  to  that  of  the  most  enthusiastic.  The  Vatican 
alone,  with  its  numberless  chambers,  filled  with  the  ex- 
humed wonders  of  generations,  compelled  his  naval  excel- 
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lency  to  succumb  before  he  had  traversed  the  one-hun- 
dredth part  of  its  extended  circuit. 

The  principal  events  in  the  Admiral's  visit  to  Eome 
were  his  receptions  by  the  Pope,  Pio  JSTono,  and  the  Prime 
Minister,  Cardinal  Antonelli,  and  the  superb  entertain- 
ment given  in  his  honor  by  Mr.  Hooker,  Secretary  of  Le- 
gation to  the  American  embassy. 


!^i^ 
j^ 


These,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  pleasant  ■  banquet 
given  to  himself  and  suite  by  Miss  Charlotte  Oushman, 
followed  by  an  evening  reception  to  which  that  accom- 
plished lady  had  specially  invited  many  of  the  promi- 


280  THE    CEUISE   OF   THE   EEANKLIN. 

nent  "  wayfarers  "  in  the  city,  were  the  only  indulgences  his 
liealth  permitted  him  to  accept,  and  even  they  were  almost 
sufficient  to  destroy  the  good  eifects  of  his  brief  respite. 

The  21st  day  of  March  had  been  designated  by  His 
Holiness  for  the  presentation  of  the  Admiral,  and,  on  the 
morning  of  that  day,  it  became  amusing  to  observe  the 
poohets  of  the  seven  officers  who  accompanied  him  to 
the  Vatican  stuifed  to  an  alarming  size  with  strings  of 
"  rosaries,"  to  be  blessed  by  the  Pontiff  for  the  benefit  of 
the  faithful ! 

At  the  hour  named,  after  ascending  to  the  second  piano 
of  the  immense  building,  and  traversing  five  ante-room? 
lined  with  the  Swiss  Ouard  in  their  harlequin  costume, 
we  were  ushered  into  the  small  throne-room,  and  there  re- 
ceived most  cordially  by  His  Holiness,  who,  upon  perceiv- 
ing the  Admiral,  at  once  left  the  papal  chair  and  came 
forward  to  welcome  him  to  Kome  ;  his  genial  and  expres- 
sive countenance  lighting  up  with  pleasure. 

His  Holiness  conversed  very  freely  with  the  Admiral ; 
expressed  his  gratification  at  his  visit  to  the  Pontifical 
States ;  spoke  of  our  "  great  country  "  and  her  troubles, 
which,  he  said,  he  "  appreciated  the  more,  as  he  had  his 
own  to  contend  with ; "  said  a  word  or  two  about  our 
policy,  and  then  stated  his  surprise  at  the  "  unaccountable 
friendship  existing  between  the  United  States  and  Russia — 
the  one  a  republic,  and  the  other  the  very  opposite  " — an 
entente  cordiale  to  him  most  astonishing.  Upon  the  Ad- 
miral's assurance  that  this  international  amity  was  gen- 
uine, His  Holiness  replied  that  he  fully  believed  it,  but  it 
was  nevertheless  unaccountable. 
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After  a  very  pleasant  interview,  the  parties  bowed 
themselves  out  in  a  "backward,  guide  right"  manner,  and 
withdrew  to  the  apartments  of  the  Prime  Minister,  by 
whom  they  were  no  less  courteously  and  cordially  greeted. 

Cardinal  Antonelli  has  deservedly  won  the  reputation  of 
being  a  verv  shrewd  and  politic  diplomatist,  little  inferior 
to  Bismarck  himself,  and  on  this  occasion  spoke  so  know- 
ingly of  the  various  plans  of  "  reconstruction  "  proposed 
by  the  American  Congress,  and,  subsequently,  so  thor- 
oughly of  the  various  improvements  in  naval  arcliitecture 
and  implements  of  warfare,  that  we  all  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Papal  Govei-nment  possessed  a  Premier 
who  could  see  about  as  far  into  a  millstone  as  most  states- 
men, and  tell  a  "  hawk  from  a  hemshaw  "  without  the  aid 
of  outside  advisers. 

A  brilliant  event  of  the  Admiral's  visit  to  Eome  was  the 
radiant  entertainment  given  in  his  honor,  on  the  evening 
of  the  23d,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hooker,  in  their  beautiful 
suite  of  apartments  in  the  Palazzo  Bonaparte,  the 
first  floor  of  which  is  occupied  by  Cardinal  Lucien  Bona- 
parte. 

Nearly  eight  hundred  invitations  had  been  distributed 
for  this  superb  ftte,  including  all  the  members  of  the  di- 
plomatic corps,  many  of  the  Koman  nobility,  distinguished 
foreigners  from  different  countries  of  Europe,  and  an 
imposing  number  of  Americans,  the  naval  uniform  being 
a  prominent  feature  in  the  throng. 

The  number  present  could  not  have  been  much  less  than 
that  of  the  invitations ;  eight  rooms  were  thrown  open, 
all  handsomely  decorated ;  and  as  the  crowd  of  mingled 
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nationalities  swayed  to  and  fro,  the  tout  ensewMe  was  so 
marked  by  hearty  greetings  that  an  American  might  have 
appropriately  addressed  the  whole,  in  the  words  of  Mark 
Antony,  as  "  Romans,  countrymen,  and  lovers ! " 

The  Admiral  and  staff  arrived  about  ten  o'clock,  and 
the  old  hero  was  at  once  stationed  in  a  beautiful  little 
boudoir  devoted  to  works  of  art  and  vertu,  about  midway 
in  the  long  suite,  and  there  supported  by  Miss  Gray,  of 
Boston ;  Madame  de  Castro,  wife  of  the  Ambassador  of 
Spain,  and  the  Duchess  of  Saldanha,  Ambassadress  of 
Portugal,  received  the  congratulations  of  the  passing  arm}' 
of  decorated  dignitaries  and  officials,  with  their  respective 
families.  The  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  occupied 
the  vanguard  of  the  long  and  imposing  array,  and  com- 
prised the  representatives  of  Spain,  M.  de  Conte  de  Oastro ; 
Portugal,  le  Due  de  Saldanha ;  Prussia,  Baron  Arnim ; 
Bavaria,  Baron  Sigmund ;  England,  Mr.  Kussell ;  and  a 
number  of  the  attaoMs  of  the  several  legations;  the  Ambas- 
sadors of  France  and  Austria  being  detained  at  home  by 
reason  of  recent  afflictions. 

The  Boman  nobility  followed  in  stately  grandeur,  in 
the  persons  of  Prince  and  Princess  Bandini-Giustiniani ; 
Prince  and  Princess  Pallavicini;  Duke  and  Duchess 
Piano;  Duke  and  Duchess  Gallese;  Prince  and  Princess 
Massini ;  Prince  Doria  ;  Duke  Grogiati ;  Prince  Teano ; 
Marquis  Capranico ;  Duke  of  Rignano ;  Marquis  Garotti ; 
Count  and  Countess  Specci ;  Count  and  Countess  Alber- 
getti ;  Count  and  Countess  Trenfanelli,  and  a  host  of  others 
with  alarming  titles,  and  (presumably)  boasting  a  pedigree 
from  imperial  Csesar ;  all  of  whom  adopted  the  example 
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set  by  the  diplomatists  of  shaking  hands  with  the  submis- 
sive Admiral. 

Several  cabinet  officials,  including  General  Mantzier, 
Minister  of  "War,  and  Count  Sonnemberg,  commanding  the 
Swiss  Guards,  succeeded  in  this  formidable  procession, 
while  the  rear  was  brought  up  by  members  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  family  in  promiscuous  order,  comprising  Lord 
Houghton,  Lord  and  Lady  Grey,  Hon.  Mr.  Bruce,  of 
England ;  and  Hon.  E.  C.  "Winthrop,  Hon.  John  P.  Ken- 
nedy, Captain  and  Mrs.  Strong,  with  a  large  deputation 
of  officers,  representing,  the  young  daughter  across  the 
Atlantic. 

The  entire  arrangements  were  complete  in  every  par- 
ticular, and  the  entertainment  was  a  beautiful  tribute  to 
the  honored  guest,  who  sustained  the  merciless  pressure 
of  hundreds  of  hands  with  a  resignation  worthy  of  the 
most  zealous  candidate  for  popular  favor.  During  the 
following  day,  notwithstanding  the  fatigues  of  the  preced- 
ing night,  the  Admiral  and  suite  took  a  last  look  upon 
several  of  the  most  prominent  relics  which  give  interest 
to  the  Eternal  City ;  passing  from  the  Quirinal  to  the  Pan- 
theon, the  pride  of  Eome ;  stopping  within  the  famous 
Capitol,  to  gaze  upon  the  mournful  visage  of  the  Dying 
Gladiator  and  the  celebrated  Yenus,  and  afterward  stand- 
ing upon  the  steep  Tarpeian,  "  the  promontory  whence  the 
Traitor's  leap  cured  all  ambition;"  thence,  visiting  the 
colossal  statue  at  the  base  of  which  great  Csesar  fell ;  the 
still  eloquent  Forum,  and  other  objects  of  all-absorbing 
interest,  which  rise  like  phantoms  of  the  past  along  everj 
pathway. 
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During  his  sojourn  in  Home,  he  also  derived  much 
pleasure  from  inspecting  the  studios  of  the  distinguished 
American  artists  who  gain  inspiration  from  the  very  at- 
mosphere of  that  great  centre  of  the  fine  arts. 

Before  his  departure  he  received  several  letters  from 
Vice-Admiral  Lord  Clarence  Paget,  commanding  the 
English  iron-clad  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  earnest- 
ly requesting  him  to  visit  Malta,  in  order  that  he  and  the 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy  might  pay  their  respects  to 
"  one  whose  name  is  so  much  honored."  About  the  same 
time  he  became  the  recipient  of  others  from  prominent 
politicians  at  home,  very  diplomatic  in  their  character  and 
most  seductive  in  their  assurances,  urging  him  to  accept 
the  nomination  to  the  Presidency  from  the  people  of 
America. 

The  former  invitation  he  accepted  with  pleasure,  but 
the  latter  he  stoutly  declined,  as  one  neither  congenial 
to  his  tastes  nor  his  professional  inclinations. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  March,  when  all  Rome 
was  preparing  to  celebrate  some  saint's  day,  the  Admiral 
and  suite  took  quiet  leave  of  that  interesting  city ;  and 
after  being  comfortably  deposited  in  cars  obtained  through 
the  efibrts  of  Mr.  Hooker,  whose  kindness  and  attention 
extended  to  the  very  close  of  our  visit,  were  rapidly  trans- 
ferred to  Naples,  and  shortly  afterward  to  the  friendly  ac- 
commodations of  the  flag-ship. 

His  return  to  this  city  sounded  the  signal  for  renewed 
civilities  on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  and  opened  a  se- 
ries of  attentions  which  continued  until  the  hour  of  his 
final  departure  from  the  classic  shores  of  Italy. 
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On  the  morning  after  his  arrival,  the  flag-ship  was  set 
in  commotion  by  a  visit  from  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  English,  Russian,  and  Swedish  vessels  then  in  the  har- 
bor ;  and  the  succeeding  day  the  Admiral  returned  all 
these  friendly  visitations,  and  also  called  upon  Yice- Admi- 
ral Provana,  by  each  and  all  of  whom  he  was  received  in 
the  most  hospitable  manner. 

During  the  remainder  of  our  sojourn  in  this  beautiful 
bay,  the  cry  was  daily, "  Still  they  come !"  the  vessel  being 
constantly  thronged  with  people  from  the  shore,  and  not 
unfrequently  by  parties  of  Americans,  travelling  along 
that  enchanted  ground  between  Naples  and  Sorrento, 
including  Mr.  Motley,  Mr.  W.  H.  Aspinwall,  Mr.  Gray, 
and  others,  with  their  respective  families,  who  were  de- 
lighted with  their  country's  representative  frigate  and  felt 
privileged  to  pace  her  polished  decks. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  the  Italian  corvette  Ma- 
genta entered  the  harbor,  and  after  the  customary  civili- 
ties were  over,  a  second  excursion  was  made  to  Pompeii 
and  Herculaneum,  to  examine  with  more  care  and  less 
excitement  the  wonderful  monuments  of  those  long-buried 
cities.  This  inspection  was  a  most  thorough  one,  and 
there  were  few  of  the  houses  of  the  luxurious  old  Pom- 
peians  at  which  we  failed  to  leave  our  cards,  passing 
within  those  of  Diomede,  Pansa,  Sallust,  the  Tragic  Poet, 
the  Wild  Boar,  Glaucus,  and  others,  with  all  the  freedom 
of  those  determined  to  make  themselves  at  home,  and 
handling  bread  in  the  museum,  baked  over  1,700  years 
ago,  as  if  proprietors  of  the  oven  itself.  Upon  returning 
from  that  fascinating  spot,  after  lingering  for  hours  along 
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its  deserted  and  tomblike  waj's,  we  enjoyed  a  splendid  il- 
lumination from  Vesuvius,  whose  crater  was  very  active, 
and  discharged  down  the  sides  of  the  burning  mountain 
brilliant  streams  of  melted  lava. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  fever  for  sight-seeing 
raging  high,  a  very  delightful  trip  was  made  to  the  classic 
scenes  of  Roman  history  along  the  northern  shores  of  the 
lovely  Bay  of  Naples  as  far  as  Misenum,  where  the  great 
triumvirate  once  met  to  divide  the  empire. 

During  this  inspiring  pilgrimage  we  passed  the  tomb  of 
Yirgil,  through  the  grotto  of  Posilippo,  and  shortly  after- 
ward entered  Pozzuoli,  the  Puteoli  of  the  ancients,  which 
was  surrounded  in  former  times  by  the  villas  of  the 
wealthy,  and  became  the  centre  of  the  fashionable  world 
of  Eome,  the  Saratoga  of  Italian  pleasure-seekers. 

After  visiting  the  amphitheatre  built  by  Caligula,  in 
which  Nero  fought  (unluckily,  he  was  not  devoured),  and 
the  dens  underneath,  into  which  St.  Januarius  was  thrown 
as  a  tempting  morsel  to  the  wild  beasts,  who  refused  to 
"  touch,  taste,  or  handle,"  a  rapid  excursion  was  made  to 
the  villa  of  Cicero,  a  pile  of  ruins  which  speak  eloquently 
of  past  grandeur  and  luxury.  Thence  a  brief  inspection 
was  made  of  the  temples  of  Diana,  Neptune,  and  Serapis ; 
from  which  we  continued  along  the  Bay  road,  passing 
Monte  Nuovo,  thrown  up  in  the  year  1538  by  volcanic 
eruption  ;  the  Baths  of  Julius  Caesar;  Lake  Lucrine,  which 
recalled  the  Emperor  Agrippa  and  theKoman  "  bivalves," 
the  Italian  "  Saddle  Rocks ; "  and  the  Baths  of  Nero,  where 
the  water  is  sufficiently  hot  to  boil  an  egg  in  two  minutes ! 
At  this  point  a  diversion  was  made  through  a  crowd  of 
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leprous-looking  beggars,  venders  of  antiquities,  and  other 
natives,  into  a  very  old  Temple  of  Minerva,  in  the  large 
vaulted  chamber  of  which  threie  weird  women,  "  withered 
and  wild  in  their  attire,"  like  the  black  and  midnight  hags 
who  greeted  Macbeth,  performed  the  Tarantella  to  the 
discordant  thumpings  of  a  soulless  tamborine,  with  an  ab- 
sence of  grace  lamentable  enough  to  have  killed  Euphrosyne, 
Thalia,  or  Aglaia.  They  received  a  wonderful  gratuity 
for  their  angular  antics,  and  are  doubtless  stiU  blessing 
American  liberality. 

From  this  scene  of  demonstrative  agility  we  proceeded 
on  to  Eaise,  celebrated  by  Horace,  and,  according  to  Cice- 
ro, one  of  the  most  licentious  cities  in  Italy;  passing 
thi'ough  Bacoli,  filled  with  repulsive-looking  beggars ;  and 
thence  to  the  Castle  of  Toledo,  situated  on  the  promon- 
tory, and  commanding  a  most  glorious  view  of  the  entire 
Bay  of  Naples. 

After  paying  a  tribute  of  mute  indifference  to  the  home 
of  Hortensius,  where  the  savage  Nero  plotted  his  mother's 
death ;  to  the  tomb  of  Agrippina,  and  other  ruins  scattered 
about  in  that  locality  of  monuments,  a  retrograde  move- 
ment was  voted,  and  not  daring  to  stop  at  a  hotel,  which 
promised  much  but  kept  little,  we  returned  by  way  of  the 
Sibyl's  Cave,  our  olfactories  assailed  by  the  foul  atmosphere 
of  that  fabled  entrance  to  the  infernal  regions.  Here  we 
discharged  our  guide,  who  had  swindled  us  to  an  amount 
equal  only  to  fifty  per  cent,  upon  the  original  contract  made, 
denied  all  further  "bono memos"  to  the  tormenting  beg- 
gars, and  reached  our  congenial  quarters  upon  the  flag-ship, 
charmed  with  the  wonders  of  this  classic  excursion,  and  at 
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the  same  time  rejoiced  to  find  ourselves  at  home  with 
the  clothing  on  our  backs,  and  with  purses  not  quite  emp- 
tied by  the  extortions  of  the  natives. 

On  the  same  evening,  Admiral  Farragut  reciprocated 
the  many  attentions  he  had  received  in  Naples  by  giving 
a  superb  entertainment  to  Admiral  Provana,  of  the  Italian 
navy.  The  table  was  arranged  for  about  twenty  guests 
on  the  starboard  side  of  the  gun-deck ;  the  open  space  be- 
ing enclosed  with  flags,  and  decorated  in  the  usual  inge- 
nious manner  of  American  sailors. 

Among  those  pi'esent  at  this  banquet  we^e  the  Prefect, 
Marquis  Rudini ;  Kear- Admiral  Cerutti ;  Generals  Lom- 
bardini,  Pettinengo,  and  Strada;  Captain  Crapols,  and 
Senator  Fiorelli ;  Captain  Posengren,  commanding  Swe- 
dish frigate  Gejle ;  Captain  Arminjon,  Italian  frigate 
Magenta;  Captain  "Wake  and  Commander  Adeane,  of  the 
English  frigates  Endymion  and  Arethusa;  Colonel  De 
Sauget,  A.D.C. ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Aspinwall,  New  York  ;  Mr. 
Pogers,  United  States  Consul ;  Captain  Le  Poy,  and  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  vessels  of  the  American 
Squadron,  then  in  the  harbor. 

The  entertainment  was  prolonged  until  a  late  hour, 
the  band  performing  successively  the  national  airs  of  all 
the  countries  represented,  while  speeches  were  made  and 
compliments  exchanged  in  the  intervals. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  while  the  Admiral  and  staff  were 
visiting  the  dockyards  of  Naples  and  the  extensive  iron 
founderies  of  Pietrarsa,  near  Portici,  to  which  they  were 
escorted  by  Admiral  Provana,  the  line  hurried  off  to  finish 
up  the  city  and  its  surroundings,  from  St,  Elmo  to  the 
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Riviera  de  Ohiaja,  and  to  make  their  last  investments  in 
coral. 

During  the  latter  days  of  our  sojourn  in  Naples,  some 
little  agitation  was  visible  upon  the  reflective  visages  of 
many  of  the  officers,  who  had  been  ordered  before  a  Board 
to  undergo  a  "  mental,  moral,  and  physical  examination," 
for  promotion.  The  hopes  of  preferment  sustained  them, 
in  this  hour  of  trial,  even  against  the  fears  of  professional 
inquisitions,  and  they  bore  up  under  the  suspense  with  a 
fortitude  worthy  the  old  Romans  in  their  days  of  national 
trouble. 

While  at  Naples,  the  Admiral  received  many  invita- 
tions from  different  societies,  requesting  his  presence  at 
their  several  meetings,  and  expressing  a  great  desire  to 
welcome  the  "distinguished  representative  of  the  Ameri- 
can Republic."  From  these  people  we  realized  the  fact 
that  our  country's  name  is  a  talisman  to  all  who  yearn  for 
free  government ;  while  among  those  whose  position  and 
interests  forbid  revolutionary  actions,  it  is  held  synonymous 
with  all  that  dignifies  power.  Among  many  invitations, 
there  was  one  so  complimentary  to  our  country  and  her 
naval  representative  as  to  deserve  a  page  in  the  log  of  the 
Fra/nMm.    It  reads  as  follows : — 


"  EoTAL  Theatre  op  the  Fondo, 
"  Naples,  Slst  March,  1868. 

"  Illustbious    Admieal  : — Every  Italian    rejoiced  for 

your  arrival*  in  the  land  of  Dante  and  Garibaldi.     Could 

we  remain  indifferent  \    The  victor  of  Mobile,  the  most 

valiant  among  the  defenders  of  the  great  American  na- 
13 
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tion,  cannot  refuse  the  homage  of  the  dramatic  artists,  in 
whom  love  of  Liberty  is  great. 

"  Admiral,  we  desire  to  have  you,  your  lady,  and  offi- 
cers, on  Thursday  next  (2d  April),  among  us  at  the  above- 
mentioned  theatre,  and  we  hope  you  will  not  disappoint 
our  expectations. 

"  The  present  is  a  cordial  and  disinterested  invitation 
that  I,  in  the  name  also  of  my  companions,  beg  to  present 
to  yon,  as  a  token  of  homage  and  gratitude  from  the  Ital- 
ians to  the  American  people. 

"  I  respectfully  beg  the  permission  to  dedicate  to  you  a 
special  performance  at  the  Eoj'al  Theatre  of  the  Fondo  ; 
we  shall  do  all  in  our  power  to  demonstrate  to  you,  to 
your  lady,  and  officei's,  how  profound  is  our  estimation  of 
your  virtues,  of  the  nobility  of  the  character  of  the  nation 
to  which  you  belong,  and  of  which  you  are  one  of  the 
greatest  illustrations. 

"  "With  respect, 

"  Illustrious  Admiral,  yours, 
(Signed)  "Faiint  Sadovsk4.. 

"  Admiral  D.  G.  Fakkagtjt." 

Notwithstanding  the  fascinating  appeal  of  this  expres- 
sive letter,  a  prior  engagement  prevented  the  Admiral's 
acceptance  of  the  invitation,  and  the  patriotic  lessee  of 
the  Eoyal  Theatre  of  the  Fondo  had  to  put  up  with  a 
written  reply  instead  of  the  flesh  and  blood  of  the  hoped- 
for  guest. 

At  noon  on  the  4th  of  April,  the  Duchess  d'Aosta 
sailed  out  of  the  harbor  in  an  Italian  gun-boat,  to  meet 
her  liege  lord,  who  is  the  second  son  of  King  Victor 


NAPLES. 


291 


Emmanuel.  The  yards  of  the  FramMin  were  manned  in 
honor  of  the  event,  and,  as  the  royal  yacht  passed  our 
bow,  the  band  performed  the  national  air.  A  few  hours 
afterward  the  vessel  returned  with  the  Prince  on  board, 
when  the  same  honors  were  repeated  by  the  Franklin,  and 
a  salute  fired,  with  the  Italian  flag  at  the  fore. 

This  was  the  concluding  ceremonial  in  the  Bay  of  Na- 
ples, and,  indeed,  in  the  waters  of  Italy. 


OHAPTEE  XXX. 

DEPAETtTEE    FEOM    NAPLES — ^AEBIVAL    AMD    SCENES    IN   HES 

SINA VISIT   TO   STEACUSE    AND    ITS  ANTIQUITIES DEPAET- 

DEE   FOE   MALTA. 

OlSr  the  afternoon  of  April  6th,  after  giving  our  last 
baiocchi  to  the  importunate  lazzaroni,  and  receiv- 
ing their  blessings  upon  our  charity,  and  exchanging  visits 
with  Admiral  Provana  and  General  Strada,  the  anchor 
was  weighed,  and  our  frigate  stood  southwardly  over  the 
lovely  bay  of  Naples ;  the  officers  flocking  on  deck  to 
obtain  a  last  glimpse  of  the  picturesque  panorama  which 
skirts  this  beautiful  harbor. 

Looking  back  towards  the  city,  clusters  of  houses  seem 
to  rise  in  terraces  to  the  very  heights  of  Posilippo  on  the 
one  side,  and  along  the  lava-coated  slopes  of  Yesuvius  on 
the  other,  while  the  majestic  castle  of  St.  Elmo  crowns  the 
intervening  summit,  the  watch-tower  of  the  whole. 

At  six  o'clock  we  passed  between  the  promontory  of 
Sorrento  and  the  island  of  Capri,  to  which  all  tourists 
direct  their  steps  to  see  the  celebrated  Grotto  Azzurra,  the 
Grotto  of  Nymphs,  and  to  visit  the  site  of  Tiberius'  re,treat 
and  of  his  orgies. 

At  night  even  the  burning  cone  of  Yesuvius  was 
hidden  by  intervening  headlands,  and  the  ocean  was 
our  sole  panorama.     On  the  following  morning  the  coni- 
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cal  form  of  Stromboli,  "  the  light-house  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean "  among  sailors,  arose  above  the  horizon,  its 
volcanic  peak  smoking  faintly,  the  fires  beneath  then 
finding  vent  from  the  greater  chimney  behind  us.  Shortly 
afterwards  the  entire  group  of  the  Lipari  family  appeared 
like  specks  on  the  wide  expanse  before  us. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  we  reached  the  Straits  of  Mes- 
sina, connecting  the  Tyrrhenian  and  Ionian  Seas,  and 
celebrated  among  the  ancients  as  a  place  of  peril  for 
mariners.  But  the  flag-ship,  obedient  to  her  helm, 
passed  safely  through,  and  succeeded  in  avoiding  Oha- 
rybdis  without  encountering  the  fabled  monster  Scylla, 
and  immediately  thereafter  entered  the  harbor  of  Messina, 
well  termed  Zancle  by  its  founders,  from  its  resemblance 
to  a  sickle. 

The  entrance  of  the  frigate  into  this  very  old  roadstead 
created  an  unusual  sensation  on  shore  and  among  the  ship- 
ping ;  and  the  quay,  always,  according  to  Murray,  "  dull 
and  monotonous,"  was  thronged  with  people  of  all  ages 
and  sexes,  some  cheering  lustily,  as  if  we  were  laden  with 
gold  for  their  depleted  purses  (an  idea  which  soon  as- 
sumed reality),  and  all  staring,  as  if  a  moment's  removal 
of  the  vision  would  lose  them  the  benefit  of  some  impor- 
tant movement  on  deck. 

In  the  midst  of  all  we  fired  the  national  salute,  its 
echoes  reverberating  along  the  hills,  and  then  received  on 
board  the  Captain  of  the  port,  who  came  out,  in  all  the 
pride  and  pomp  of  official  dignity,  to  pay  his  devoirs  to 
the  American  commander,  and  welcome  him  to  Messina. 
During  the  formality  of  this  reception    the   band  per- 
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formed  some  very  beautiful  and  spirited  airs,  which  in- 
creased the  excitement  on  shore — Italians  becoming 
ecstatic  even  over  a  hand-organ — and  particularly  aroused 
a  number  of  turbaned  Turks,  who  were  huddled  together 
on  the  decks  of  a  merchantman  near  us,  bound  to  some 
port  in  the  Ottoman  empire. 

On  the  following  morning  the  flag-ship  was  again 
turned  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  cleansing  depart- 
ment, when  those  not  on  duty  gladly  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  to  do  the  city. 

According  to  a  time-honored  custom,  the  ofBcers  started 
off  in  detachments,  forced  their  way  through  the  astonished 
masses  on  the  Marina,  looking  the  very  spirit  of  independ- 
ence, returning  glance  for  glance,  and  then  started  along 
the  "  Corso  "  or  the  "  Garibaldi "  to  the  great  Cathedral ; 
gazed  at  the  autograph  letter  of  the  Yirgin,  which  must 
he  genuine;  called  upon  Mr.  Behn,  the  U.  S.  Consul,  a 
very  pleasant  gentleman,  who  has  resided  there  so  long 
as  to  have  become  perfectly  indifferent  to  earthquakes  and 
eruptions ;  and  finally,  after  making  a  few  purchases  as 
souvenirs,  gladly  returned  to  their  floating  hotel  and 
announced  that  they  were  ready' to  leave  that  harbor. 

During  the  day  the  Admiral  received  and  returned  the 
visits  of  the  Prefect  of  the  District  and  the  General  com- 
manding the  forces;  both  of  them  were  very  cordial  in 
their  greetings  and  in  their  assurances  of  a  warm  welcome 
among  a  people  who  knew  and  appreciated  his  services. 
After  this,  accompanied  by  his  staff,  he  made  the  attempt 
to  visit  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  its  attractions, 
and  to  examine  the  grave  of  his  old  friend  Captain  Gor- 
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don,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  who  was  buried  here  in  1816 ; 
and  although  he  managed  to  accomplish  the  latter,  yet  it 
was  at  the  cost  of  so  much  labor  and  trouble,  and 
against  the  constant  attacks  of  such  hordes  of  beggars,  that 
he  capitulated,  and  retreated  in  haste  to  the  protection 
of  his  ship. 

This  part  of  the  population  of  Italy  is  a  nuisance  all 
over  that  kingdom ;  but  the  persistency  of  those  on  the 
mainland  is  almost  nothing  to  that  of  those  on  the  Island 
of  Sicily.  The  lazzaroni  of  Home  are  certainly  bad 
enough,  but  those  of  Naples  are  worse ;  and  we  met  the 
superlative  degree  in  Messina  and  Syracuse,  and  became 
so  much  annoyed  at  their  unyielding  importunities,  their 
piteous  grimaces,  and  their  assumed  distress,  that  we 
hurried  away  to  the  frigate  as  to  a  place  of  refuge. 

There  is  an  old  saying,  the  force  of  which  every  one 
experiences  in  the  summer,  when  the  mercury  stands 
about  90°  in  the  shade :  "If  you  kill  one  fly,  ten  others 
come  to  its  funeral ; "  and,  with  a  slight  alteration,  it  is 
applicable  to  human  insects  on  the  Island  of  Sicily,  for  we 
found  that  if  we  gave  one  beggar  a  haioccho,  about  fifty 
others  would  dart  out  from  alleyways  and  passages,  and 
hold  out  their  skinny  hands  in  most  persuasive  appeals. 
A  rapid  retreat  was  the  only  course  to  prevent  certain 
destruction,  for  the  run  upon  our  banks  was  truly  frightful. 

While  on  this  subject,  I  desire  to  remark  that  this  beg- 
ging system  amounts,  in  some  places,  to  an  art,  in  which 
many  excel.  I  once  observed  a  girl,  showing  nothing  but 
the  whites  of  her  eyes,  in  perfect  distress,  moaning  out, 
"??m'o  padre"  or  " mia  madre" and  motioning  to  her  lips 
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in  token  of  starvation,  who,  the  very  moment  she  received 
a  l)ono  mano,  burst  out  laughing,  and  started  off  to  exult 
in  her  deceptive  powers  among  a  crowd  of  her  admiring 
companions. 

That  girl  would  make  a  capital  diplomatist. 

The  city  of  Messina  presents  a  very  beautiful  and  pic- 
turesque appearance  from  the  harbor.  It  is  situated  on  the 
declivity  of  a  mountain,  and  its  white  houses,  constructed 
almost  entirely  from  lava,  contrast  very  prettily  with  the 
orange,  olive,  and  lemon  groves  which  clothe  its  entire  slope. 

It  is  a  very  ancient  city,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
founded  one  thousand  years  before  the  Christian  era ;  but 
from  that  remote  period  to  1783,  when  it  was  almost 
entirely  destroyed  by  a  terrible  earthquake,  it  suffered  so 
frequently  from  wars,  tumults,  insurrections,  plagues,  bom- 
bardments, and  shakings  up  by  old  Etna's  ravings,  that  it 
seems  a  wonder  that  there  should  now  I'emain  one  stone 
upon  another. 

Why  the  people  should  cling  so  tenaciously  to  such  an 
apparently  doomed  place,  is  perhaps  best  explained  by  our 
Consul,  who,  with  his  no  less  devoted  wife,  visited  the 
ship  on  the  succeeding  day,  and  who,  in  response  to  a 
question  as  to  the  reason  of  this  fondness  for  a  city  so  ex- 
posed, simply  said :  "  That  every  one  was  accustomed  to  the 
evil,  and,"  added  he,  "we  are  as  prepared  for  earthquakes 
here  as  you  are  for  any  disease  in  America.  "We  have  our 
premonitory  symptoms,  and  we  do  not  neglect  the  pre- 
cautions ;  and  when  the  ground  commences  to  heave  we  all 
hold  on,  as  you  do  in  a  ship ;  become  a  little  sea-sick  with 
the  trembling  motion ;  knock  our  heads  together  a  little  ; 
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stay  up  all  night  to  see  the  performance  over,  and  some- 
times remain  for  three  days  in  this  position,  waiting  for 
the  earth-storm  to  subside."  Truly,  the  very  paradise  of 
a  place  for  a  permanent  residence ! 

On  the  afternoon  of  April  9th,  after  receiving  the  de- 
lighted consul,  whose  flag  never  floated  more  proudly  on 
shore,  and  an  Italian  officer,  anchor  was  again  weighed, 
and  we  steamed  out  of  the  harbor  of  Messina,  and  turning 
sharply  around  the  point  of  the  "  pruning-hook,"  pro- 
ceeded southwardly  along  the  coast  of  Sicily,  with  the 
city  of  Syracuse  marked  upon  the  programme  for  our 
next  stopping-place. 

At  5  P.M.  Mount  Etna  was  on  our  starboard  beam,  and 
all  officers  were  up,  armed  with  glasses  to  trace  the  great 
mountain  whose  fame  has  reached  to  all  lands.  A  heavy 
bank  of  clouds  rested  upon  its  snow-topped  summit  and 
remained  in  jealous  contact,  hiding  its  volcanic  cone,  and 
leaving  us  as  a  legacy  a  beautiful  sunset  to  reveal  the 
line  of  perpetual  winter. 

At  midnight,  while  all  save  those  on  duty  were  slum- 
bering quietly,  and  dreaming  of  friends  "  across  the  ocean's 
foam,"  there  sounded  the  signal  for  "general  quarters." 
The  captain  had  long  threatened  a  surprise,  and  had 
selected  the  night  of  our  entrance  into  the  harbor  of 
Syracuse  for  its  execution.  He  had  kept  his  secret  re- 
markably well,  and  when  the  drum  rolled  off  the  summons 
there  was  indeed  "  hurrying  to  and  fro ; "  hammocks 
were  slung  in  an  instant,  and  all  assembled  at  their 
respective  quarters  as  if  an  enemy  was  upon  us,  and  in 

a  very  few  minutes  the  ship  was  "  ready  for  action  "with 
13* 
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anybody  or  any  nation,  and  we  felt  prepared,  as  an  officer 
remarked,  "  to  fight  the  devil  himself." 

The  staff  was  caught  napping,  and  yet  appeared  early 
on  the  ground,  with  the  exception  of  one  who  would 
not  be  aroused  by  the  drum-beat  at  dead  of  night ;  "  so 
we  let  him  sleep  on,  in  the  berth  where  his  rank  had 
placed  him."  As  the  night  was  most  lovely,  the  scene 
was  rather  enjoyable,  and  to  the  Captain's  smiling  looks 
we  returned  expressive  glances  of  gratitude  for  his  selec- 
tion of  such  an  auspicious  hour  instead  of  the  very  stormy 
one  we  had  been  led  to  anticipate. 

On  the  tnorning  of  April  10th,  known  to  certain  deno- 
minations of  the  Christian  world  as  Good  Friday,  we 
found  ourselves  quietly  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  the  old 
city  of  Syracuse,  having  been  piloted  in  by  an  officer 
sent  expressly  for  that  pui-pose  by  Kear-Admiral  Count 
de  Yerri,  commanding  the  Italian  fleet  in  the  bay. 

By  the  particular  request  of  the  authorities,  after  firing 
the  national  salute,  our  flag  was  placed  half-mast  in 
consideration  of  the  day ;  and  as  soon  as  the  opening  cere- 
monies were  over,  a  rapid  movement  was  made  upon  the 
city,  to  inspect  its  wonders  within  the  twenty-four  hours 
allotted  for  the  visit. 

Making  our  way  through  regiments  of  beggars  with 
stolid  indifference,  and  endeavoring  to  check  the  very 
liberal  gratuities  of  the  Admiral,  who  was  generally  the 
object  of  universal  attack,  we  managed  to  reach  the 
Cathedral,  a  wonderfully  preserved  relic  of  Pagan  and 
Doric  architecture,  and  quite  famous  as  having  witnessed 
continuous  worshipping  for  two  thousand  five  hundred 
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years !  It  was  once  a  temple  of  Minerva,  and  is  still  one 
of  the  grandest  monuments  of  antiquity  which  the  world 
presents. 

Passing  outside  the  extensive  walls,  which  are  or  were 
protected  by  numerous  fortifications,  we  paid  a  flying 
visit  to  the  "  Catacombs,"  which  ramify  in  all  directions 
beneath  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  illustrate  the  beau- 
ties of  the  underground  railroad  system  to  perfection. 
"Within  these  dark  passages  we  handled  the  bones  of  very 
ancient  Syracusans,  and  with  Hamlet  wondered  whether 
they  "  cost  no  more  the  breeding,  but  to  play  at  loggats 
with  them  ? " 

Presenting  to  the  delighted  octogenarian  doorkeeper 
the  most  liberal  iono  mano  he  had  ever  clutched,  we 
passed  thence  to  the  wonderful  caverns  or  latomice,  the 
principal  one  of  which  is  known  as  the  Ear  of  Dionysius, 
cut  out  of  the  solid  rock,  and  having  a  polished  groove 
along  the  top,  by  means  of  which  even  a  whisper  is  con- 
veyed from  one  end  to  the  other.  It  is  said  to  have  been 
so  constructed  in  order  that  the  old  tyrant  could  sit  at 
ease  within  his  elevated  boudoir  and  listen  to  the 
plots  and  plans  of  the  prisoners  whom  he  incarcerated 
by  the  hundred. 

After  a  full  inspection  of  this  monument  of  misery  and 
power,  and  enjoying  a  short  dissertation  from  the  Admi- 
ral upon  the  "  excessive  cruelties  of  the  ancients,"  we 
made  a  tour  to  the  ruins  of  a  Greek  theatre,  a  Poman 
amphitheatre,  a  temple  of  Diana,  the  palace  of  sixty  beds 
constructed  by  Agathocles,  the  tomb  of  the  great  philoso- 
pher Archimedes,  and  finally  retraced  our  course  to  the 
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city,  and  then  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the  famous  fountain 
of  Arethusa,  formed  by  that  beautiful  nymph  when  pro- 
voldngly  pursued  by  her  baffled  lover  Alpheus,  and  now 
converted  into  an  immense  washing-trough  for  the  unro- 
mantic  laundresses  of  modern  Syracuse  ! 

"  To  what  base  uses  we  may  return,  Horatio  1  Why  may  not  imagi- 
nation trace  the  noble  dust  of  Alexander,  till  he  find  it  stopping  a 
bung-hole  ?  " 

Upon  retui'ning  to  the  flag-ship  the  Admiral  was  offi- 
cially visited  by  the  Prefect  of  the  Province,  the  General 
commanding  the  fort  and  the  forces  in  the  district,  and 
Eear-Admiral  Count  de  Yerri,  commanding  the  naval 
squadron  in  that  locality,  his  flag  flying  from  the  iron-clad 
frigate  Prince  de  Oarignano,  each  of  whom  was  received 
with  the  customary  honors,  and  appeared  delighted  with 
their  friendly  interviews. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  atmosphere  being  unu- 
sually transparent,  we  were  favored  with  a  magnificent 
view  of  Mount  Etna,  its  entire  summit  wreathed  in  a  dia- 
dem of  snow,  towering  high  into  the  air,  and  presenting  a 
glorious  monument  of  all  that  is  gi'and  and  sublime  in 
nature. 

During  the  day  the  Admiral  returned  all  the  visits  on 
his  list,  and  everywhere  met  with  the  most  cordial  de- 
monstrations of  respect  and  esteem,  receiving  every  assur- 
ance of  a  welcome  to  the  city,  and  of  a  general  desire  for 
him  to  prolong  his  stay  and  accept  its  hospitalities — an 
invitation  in  which  the  beggars  even  would  unite  by 
exclaiming, — 
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"  Do,  your  Excellency,  permit  us  to  persuade  you ! " 

After  completing  his  New-Tear  calls,  the  Admiral,  ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Farragut,  Mrs.  Pennock,  and  two 
members  of  his  staff  noted  for  their  extreme  diffidence, 
again  visited  the  many  vestiges  of  antiquity  in  which 
Syracuse  abounds ;  relieved  himself  and  his  followers  of 
many  soldi  and  Icdocchi ;  collected  sundry  little  relics, 
and  then  returned  to  give  the  cheering  orders  to  "  prepare 
for  sea,"  which,  in  this  harbor,  were  responded  to  with 
most  suggestive  demonstrations  of  joy. 

At  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  flag-ship  moved  out  of 
the  roadstead ;  and  as  we  stood  upon  her  elevated  deck, 
and  looked  back  iipon  the  receding  city  and  recalled  her 
wonderful  history,  we  became  impressed  with  feelings  of 
respect  for  her  by-gone  power  and  of  commiseration  for 
her  rapid  decline. 

Foimded  at  a  period  nearly  coeval  with  Kome  herself, 
and  during  many  generations  the  very  centre  of  the  arts 
and  sciences,  and  the  resort  of  many  of  the  men  of  might ; 
the  home  of  Archimedes  and  Theocritus,  and  a  favorite 
residence  of  Plato,  Zeno,  and  Cicero,  that  marvellous 
monument  of  former  glory  seems  to  have  survived  even 
more  of  the  fearful  ravages  of  nations  than  her  twin  suf- 
ferer Messina.  Besieged  at  various  times  and  with  vary- 
ing success  by  the  Athenians,  Romans,  and  Saracens, 
and  almost  entirely  levelled  by  the  great  earthquake  of 
1693,  it  now  presents  but  a  feeble  remnant  of  its  former 
magnitude  and  extent,  a  very  dim  shadow  of  its  once  bril- 
liant outline ;  and  from  a  powerful  and  warlike  population 
of  a  quarter  of  a  million  has  gradually  become  diminished 
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to  an  enervated  race  of  less  than  one-twelfth  that  number, 
many  of  wliom  are  poor  and  in  the  ranks  of  beggary, 
seeming  to  exist  only  as  living  witnesses  of  the  general 
ruin,  the  very  piles  of  crumbling  architecture  harmonizing 
with  the  animate  and  inanimate  evidences  of  national 
decay. 


CHAPTEK  XXXI. 

AKRIVAL    m   MALTA — CEEEM0NIE8,     OVATIONS,    AOT)     FETES — 

KEVIEWS  BY   THE    ARMY   AND   NAVY ^MATINEE   ON  FKAJJK- 

LIN BANQUETS    BY    GOVEENOE    AND    LOED    PAGET — BEIL- 

LIANT    BALL   AT   THE   TJNION   CLUB-HOUSE GEAND   EEVIEW 

OF   ENGLISH   lEON-CLAD   FLEET — ^DEPAETUEE   FEOM  MALTA. 

EARLY  on  the  morning  of  Easter  Sunday  the  Frank- 
lin entered  the  harbor  of  Yaletta,  the  capital  of 
the  Island  of  Malta,  and  was  shortly  afterwards  moored 
near  the  English  iron-clad  squadron,  commanded  by  Vice- 
Admiral  Lord  Clarence  Paget. 

The  appearance  of  this  famous  old  roadstead  is  very 
formidable,  and,  judging  from  the  number  and  position  of 
the  fortresses  and  batteries  bearing  upon  it,  may  be  consid- 
ered almost  impregnable  against  an  attack  from  sea. 

Owing  to  the  day,  the  customary  saluting  was  postpon- 
ed by  mutual  understanding  until  the  morrow ;  but  in  the 
mean  time  our  entree  was  most  beautifully  enlivened  by 
the  band  upon  the  Caledonia  greeting  us  witli  the  fa- 
miliar strains  of  the  "  Star-Spangled  Banner,"  to  which 
we  immediately  responded  with  "  God  save  the  Queen," 
which  invariably  brings  a  smile  to  the  austere  countenance 
of  the  most  dignified  Britisher  that  ever  wore  the  scarlet 
or  the  blue. 

As  soon  as  moored,  the  Admiral  was  visited  by  the 
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United  States  Consul,  Mr.  William  Winthrop,  who  was 
profuse  in  his  gi-eetings,  and  informed  our  "  chief"  that 
very  extensive  preparations  had  been  set  on  foot  in  Malta 
to  give  him  a  brilliant  reception.  The  Admiral  smiled,  as 
one  vp-ho  finds  himself  in  the  hands  of  enthusiastic  admirers, 
and  calmly  awaited  the  ordeal. 

Mr.  Winthrop  has  done  the  honors  as  American  Consul 
in  that  port  for  nearly  thirty-five  years,  having  been 
appointed  by  President  Jackson  !  Who  can  say,  after  this, 
that  Eepublics  are  ungrateful  ? 

During  the  morning  many  of  the  officers  attended  service 
in  the  English  church,  and  in  the  afternoon  Yice-Admiral 
Paget,  and  Kear-Admiral  Henry  Kellett,  Superintendent 
of  the  Dockyards,  called  upon  Admiral  Farragut,  and  en- 
joyed a  most  friendly  meeting  in  the  cabin.  There  were 
also  on  board  at  the  same  time  large  numbers  of  English 
soldiers;  and  the  red  and  blue  mingled  most  fraternally, 
and  in  their  greetings  symbolized  the  very  spirit  of  inter 
national  cordiality! 

Upon  our  arrival  at  this  celebrated  station,  the  English 
squadron,  consisting  of  ten  vessels,  several  of  them  iron- 
clad frigates,  was  ready  to  start  on  a  cruise  to  the  Levant ; 
but  the  day  of  its  departure  had  been  purposely  delayed, 
in  order  that  the  commander  and  his  officers  might  unite 
in  the  honors  to  be  extended  to  Admiral  Farragut.  The 
fleet  was  a  very  formidable  one,  comprising  the 

Iron-clad  Frigate  (7(i?edo?iio  (flag-ship),  ..4,125  tons,  Capt.  Gardner. 

"  "      Lord  Warden, 4,080  tons,      "     EoUand. 

«  "      Lord  Clyde, 4,067  tons,      "    Dew. 

"  "       Caradoc, C78  tons.  Com.  Blphinstone. 
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Frigate,  Arethusa, 3,141  tons,  Oom.  Adeane. 

"  Midymion, 2,486  tons,  Capt.  Wake. 

Steam-sloop,  Psyche, 835  tons.  Com.  Sir  ¥.  Blackwood. 

"  Wizard, "      P.  J.  Murray. 

Frigate,  Hibernia, 2,530  tons,  Oapt.  Noroock. 

Gunboat,  Tyrian, Com.  Church. 

Having  an  aggregate  of  about  23,000  tons  and  carrying 
240  guns,  many  of  them  of  very  heavy  calibre. 

Early  on  the  following  morning,  the  grand  passage  of 
national  compliments  commenced  and  was  pretty  generally 
continued  throughout  the  day — the  heavy  thundering  of 
the  "  loud-mouthed  cannon  "  reverberating  along  the  gran- 
ite rocks  which  environ  the  bay,  and  carrying  sounds  of  war 
into  the  habitations  along  the  densely  crowded  wharves. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  Admiral,  accompanied  by  his  staff 
and  the  American  Consul,  Mr.  Winthrop,  left  the  flag-ship 
for  the  purpose  of  performing  his  official  duties  by  calling 
upon  the  Governor-Greneral,  Sir  Patrick  Grant ;  and  upon 
reaching  the  Oustom-House  Landing  was  received  by  a 
guard  of  honor,  consisting  of  a  full  company  of  the  Royal 
Artillery,  and  by  them  escorted  to  the  Palace,  formerly  the 
residence  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Order  of  St.  John. 

Within  this  superb  monument  of  former  glory  and  pres- 
ent power,  the  Admiral  was  most  kindly  and  cordially  re- 
ceived by  Sir  Patrick  and  Lady  Grant,  and  by  them  tender- 
ed the  hospitalities  of  the  city.  After  a  very  pleasant  inter- 
view and  the  most  friendly  greetings,  the  Governor  escorted 
his  guests  through  one  or  two  of  the  grand  corridors,  richly 
embellished  with  scenes  commemorative  of  the  more  im- 
portant battles  of  the  Order,  and  invited  them  to  a  more 
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general  examination  of  the  building  at  sucli  time  as  the 
Admiral  might  appoint. 

Forcing  himself  away  from  all  the  interesting  relics 
which  were  strewn  profusely  around  in  that  historic  mu- 
seum, the  Admiral  led  the  way  with  the  delighted  Consul 
to  the  really  "  palatial "  residence  of  Yice- Admiral  Lord 
Clarence  Paget,  a  worthy  successor  of  the  gallant  Knights 
of  Malta  who  once  tenanted  that  magnificent  building, 
where  our  entire  party  received  a  most  cordial  welcome 
from  the  hospitable  master  himself  and  his  highly  accom- 
plished consort.  Lady  Paget,  and  were  made  to  feel  so 
much  at  home  that  impressions  of  the  pleasant  visit  are 
indelibly  impressed  upon  our  hearts  and  recall  the  most 
agreeable  reminiscences. 

After  passing  a  delightful  hour  or  two  with  these 
noble  specimens  of  the  Saxon  household,  we  were  escorted 
by  them  to  St.  John's  Cathedral,  the  principal  temple  of 
the  Knights  of  Malta,  and  decidedly  the  most  interesting 
souvenir  on  the  island.  It  is  alone  worthy  of  a  visit  to 
that  little  sea-girt  spot,  and  repays  a  very  careful  inspec- 
tion. Everything  within,  its  sombre  and  massive  walls 
speaks  of  an  epoch  of  almost  fabulous  power.  Along  the 
rich  mosaic  pavement  are  the  tombs  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Oi'der,  their  escutcheons  disclosing  their  rank  and  recording 
their  services ;  while  the  two  aisles,  extending  along  on 
either  side  of  the  nave,  contain  the  various  chapels  of  the 
Knights  of  Spain,  Portugal,  Austria,  France,  Bavaria,  and 
England. 

These,  with  the  numerous  superb  mausoleums  of  Grand 
Masters,  composed  of  bronze,  copper,  and  marble,  all  show- 
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ing  the  highest  perfection  of  art,  and  the  tombs  of  the  fa- 
mous La  Yalette,  Pietro  de  Monte,  and  other  chieftains, 
contained  in  the  crypt,  present  the  most  beautifully  illus- 
trated history  of  this  celebrated  order,  which  for  more 
than  two  centuries  and  a  half  not  only  held  possession  of 
the  island  against  the  most  fierce  and  terrible  assaults  of 
the  Turks,  but  sent  its  more  famous  commanders  to  ex- 
tend its  glory  in  Germany,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  other 
countries  of  Europe ! 

During  the  afternoon  Governor-General  Sir  Patrick 
Grant  returned  the  Admiral's  visit,  and  was  received  on 
board  the  flag-ship  with  all  the  honors  ;  and  in  the  even- 
ing a  kind  invitation  to  occupy  his  box  at  the  opera  was 
gladly  accepted,  and  we  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  a 
very  fair  performance,  in  Italian,  of  the  sublime  tragedy 
of  Macbeth ;  although  it  certainly  seemed  inhuman  in  the 
actors  to  sing  over  the  "  taking  off "  of  the  unfortunate 
Duncan. 

Throughout  the  day,  the  ship  was  fairly  besieged  with 
visitors,  and  pressing  invitations  from  the  different  regi- 
ments of  the  garrison  and  private  individuals  were  re- 
ceived, and  accepted  or  declined  by  the  Admiral,  as  liis 
time  and  prior  engagements  demanded. 

Our  short  experience  in  this  city  had  convinced  us,  that 
whilst  offering  a  delightful  sojourn,  from  its  many  historic 
and  social  interests,  it  presents  a  counterpoise  in  the  court- 
jplaster  propensities  of  the  numerous  commissionnaires,who 
cling  closer  than  a  brother,  follow  you  with  unblushing 
fidelity,  and  cannot  be  made  to  understand  the  true  mean- 
ing of  that  little  monosyllable,  "  No !  " 
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We  had  run  the  gantlet  of  the  lazzaroni  of  Italy  and 
Sicily,  and  had  visited  the  importunate  Moors  on  the 
heach  at  Tangier,  but  it  seemed  to  be  reserved  as  a  final 
trial  to  withstand  the  adhesive  clutches  of  these  Maltese 
guides,  for  native  ingenuity  failed  to  relieve  us  of  their 
affectionate  companionship ! 

If  to  the  plagues  of  Egypt  had  been  added  the  hordes 
of  beggars  of  Southern  Europe,  and  the  leeches  who  watch 
every  stranger  in  the  streets  of  Valetta,  the  miseries  in- 
flicted upon  that  nation  would  surely  have  been  greater 
than  it  could  have  borne ! 

Our  short  sojourn  within  this  rock-bound  harbor  clear- 
ly demonstrated  the  assurance,  that  the  Admiral's  visit 
had  been  a  long-expected  and  a  devoutly  wished  for  event : 
and  immediately  after  our  arrival  it  became  evident  that 
extensive  preparations  liad  been  making  for  his  reception, 
and  that  the  desire  to  accord  him  a  fitting  welcome  extend- 
ed to  officers  of  every  rank  in  both  branches  of  the  service. 

We  subsequently  learned  that  the  anticipated  ovations 
had  become  the  subject  of  conversation  in  the  club-houses 
and  private  residences,  and  that  many  plans  were  suggest- 
ed to  give  eclat  to  the  advent  of  the  great  American  Ad- 
miral. 

F^tes  and  reviews,  dinners  and  dejeuners,  balls  and  ma- 
tinees had  been  determined  upon,  and  our  arrival  in  the 
harbor  served  as  a  signal  for  a  general  unmasking  of  the 
social  batteries  and  their  unfailing  discharges  in  our  behalf. 

To  give  additional  pleasure  to  these  hospitable  overtures, 
there  was  an  unusual  amount  of  good  feeling  displayed  by 
every  one ;  a  general  desire  prevalent  to  act  out  the  part  of 
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host ;  and  as  an  evidence  that  this  fellowship  was  not  con- 
fined to  a  few,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  extended 
amongst  all  classes  of  the  population,  I  present  a  copy  of 
some  verses  printed  on  half-sheets  of  paper,  and  distribu- 
ted among  the  sailors  on  the  evening  after  our  arrival. 

They  are,  perhaps,  not  equal  in  poetic  grandeur  or  in 
imagery  to  the  more  studied  productions  of  the  greater 
poets,  but  nevertheless  convey  a  good  idea  of  the  senti- 
ments entertained  by  those  on  shore  for  their  American 
Cousins. 

FRATERNAL  GREETING. 

Ho,  brother,  I'm  a  Britisher, 

A  chip  of  "heart  of  oak," 
That  wouldn't  warp,  or  swerve,  or  stir 

From  what  I  thought  or  spoke. 
And  you,  a  blunt  and  honest  man. 

Straightforward,  kind,  and  true— 
I  tell  you.  Brother  Jonathan, 

That  you're  a  Briton — ^too. 

I  know  your  heart,  an  honest  heart — 

I  read  your  mind  and  will, 
A  greyhound  ever  on  the  start. 

To  run  for  honor  stiU. 
And  shrewd  to  scheme  a  likely  plan, 

And  stout  to  see  it  done — 
I  teU  yon,  Brother  Jonathan, 

That  you  and  I  axe  one. 

"God  Save  the  Queen  "  delights  yon  still. 

And  "  British  Grenadiers ;  " 
The  good  old  strains  your  heartstringfs  thrill, 

And  catch  you  by  the  ears ; 
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And  we,  Oh,  hate  us  if  you  can, 

For  we  are  proud  of  you — 
We  like  you,  Brother  Jonathan, 

And  ' '  Yankee  Doodle  " — too  ! 

■RTaat  more,  I  touch  not  holier  things, 

A  loftier  strain  to  win, 
Nor  glance  at  prophets,,  priests,  and  kings, 

Or  heavenly  kith  or  kin. 
As  friend  with  friend,  and  man  with  man, 

0  let  ojir  hearts  be  thus  — 
As  David's  love  to  Jonathan, 

Be  Jonathan's  to  us  ! 

A  large  niimber  of  the  prominent  officers  of  the  garri- 
son called,  on  the  morning  of  April  14th,  to  pay  their  re- 
spects to  Admiral  Farragut,  and  as  soon  as  they  had  in- 
spected the  ship  and  disembarked,  he  paid  an  official  visit 
to  Hear- Admiral  Kellett,  and  accompanied  that  officer 
upon  a  grand  tour  of  examination  of  the  immense  dock- 
yard, which  is  capable  of  admitting  the  largest  men-of- 
war.  The  result  of  this  little  promenade  was  very  ex- 
hausting ;  but  as  the  Admiral  has  a  most  marvellous  fond- 
ness for  such  things  as  appertain  to  his  profession,  every 
thought  of  fatigue  vanished  before  the  pleasure  of  the 
inspection. 

In  the  afternoon,  in  company  with  Lady  Grant,  Mrs. 
Farragut,  and  Captain  Grant,  we  made  an  excursion  to 
San  Antonio,  the  summer  palace  of  the  Governor,  situated 
about  four  miles  west  of  Yaletta,  on  the  road  to  Citta 
Vecchia,  passing  near  the  famous  Grotto  of  St.  Paul,  in 
which,  according  to  tradition,  the  zealous  apostle,  accom- 
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pauied  by  his  co-laborer,  St.  Luke,  resided  for  some  three 
months. 

On  the  same  evening,  with  Mrs.  Farragnt  and  his  staff, 
Admiral  Farragut  was  very  delightfully  entertained  at  a 
grand  banquet  given  in  honor  of  his  arrival  by  the  Gov- 
ernor-General, Sir  Patrick  Grant.  It  was  in  all  respects 
a  most  superb  f6te,  and  unusually  elegant  in  its  surround- 
ings. 

The  Admiral  was  received  with  all  the  honors,  the  band 
of  the  palace  performing  our  national  airs  as  he  entered, 
and  the  soldiers  presenting  arms.  A  large  number  of  the 
prominent  officers  of  the  garrison  were  present  on  thi'^ 
happy  occasion. 

The  supper-table  was  artistically  arranged  in  the  grand 
armory  of  the  old  Knights  of  Malta,  which  afforded  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  a  leisurely  inspection  of  that 
intensely  interesting  apartment. 

It  is  an  immense  saloon,  containing  the  armor,  weapons, 
and  armorial  bearings  of  the  old  knights,  and  answers  at 
the  same  time  as  an  arsenal  for  the  storage  of  large  quan- 
tities of  muskets,  pistols,  and  other  arms  for  the  use  of  the 
garrison. 

It  would  require  an  auctioneer  to  enumerate  the  seem 
ingly  endless  list  of  relics  which  arrest  the  visitor's  at- 
tention in  that  historic  room,  for  any  other  voice  would 
weary  of  recounting  the  suits  of  armor,  the  coats  of 
mail,  the  cuirasses,  the  gauntlets,  battle-axes,  and  old 
specimens  of  artillery,  which  speak  eloquently  of  a  by- 
gone period  of  chivalry. 

The  succeeding  day  was  quite  an  animated  one  through- 
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out  Valetta,  the  streets  being  alive  with  people  flocking 
hither  and  thither  to  see  the  grand  review  ordered  in 
honor  of  Admiral  Farragut,  who  they  doubtless  wished 
would  come  oftener  to  Malta,  to  change  the  monotony  of 
life  on  that  island. 

The  first  review  took  place  in  the  morning,  upon  which 
occasion  the  entire  naval  brigade  was  in  line,  and  pre- 
sented an  unusually  fine  appearance.  The  sailors  turned 
out  strong,  and  manoeuvred  remarkably  well,  eliciting 
the  highest  commendation  from  the  Admiral,  whose  eye 
glanced  with  admiration  along  the  marching  columns  of 
his  brother  tars. 

This  was  succeeded  at  an  early  hour  in  the  afternoon 
by  a  very  imposing  and  brilliant  review  of  all  the  troops 
composing  the  garrison,  by  General  Sir  Patrick  Grant, 
when  about  five  thousand  soldiers  appeared  under  arms, 
comprising  the  8th,  14th,  24th,  31st,  64th,  87th,  and  Koyal 
Artillery  regiments,  all  of  whom  marched  admirably,  and 
showed  the  good  eifects  of  a  rigid  discipline. 

The  Admiral  occupied  an  advanced  position  by  the  side 
of  the  reviewing  officer,  and  received  the  salutes  of  the 
several  regiments  as  they  successively  passed. 

Some  of  the  subsequent  evolutions  performed  by  them 
were  executed  -with  wonderful  precision,  the  great  aim  of 
English  tactics  being  to  unite  evenness  of  alignment  with 
steadiness  of  movement,  and  the  efiect  was  very  fine  and 
inspiriting  to  those  who  have  a  weakness  for  soldierly 
accomplishments. 

A  large  concourse  of  citizens,  numerous  enough  to 
cause  one  to  believe  that  Valetta  had  been  depopulated, 
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surrounded  the  field  occupied  by  the  military,  and  united 
in  the  general  acclamations  which  greeted  the  various 
evolutions. 

In  the  evening,  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut,  with  the 
affectionate  staff,  were  very  handsomely  entertained  at 
dinner  by  Lord  and  Lady  Clarence  Paget,  at  which  every- 
thing that  could  add  to  the  general  effect  due  to  the  pres- 
ence of  their  guests  was  supplied  with  a  most  liberal  hand. 

As  we  entered  the  house  and  passed  up  to  the  recep- 
tion-room, the  capacious  hall  was  lined  on  either  side  with 
soldiers  and  sailors  alternately  placed,  while  the  garrison 
band  played  our  national  airs  as  prettily  as  if  the  perform- 
ers had  an  equal  copartnership  in  them. 

There  were  about  thirty  persons  at  the  table,  most  of 
whom  were  naval  ofiicers,  and  toward  the  conclusion  of 
the  banquet  Lord  Paget  made  a  few  very  eulogistic  re- 
marks about  his  distinguished  guest  and  the  "  great  coun- 
try he  represented,"  and  which  he  knew  so  well,  and  pro- 
posed as  a  toast,  "  The  health  of  Admii'al  Farragut,  whose 
reputation  is  European  as  well  as  American,  and  now  be- 
longs to  the  world." 

The  Admiral  was  "  taken  aback,"  as  the  sailors  say,  as 
he  did  not  anticipate  any  speech-making ;  but,  neverthe- 
less, he  immediately  rallied,  formed  in  close  column,  and 
made  a  counter-attack  which  left  the  field  and  its  honors 
about  equally  divided.  The  entertainment  was  one  of  the 
most  agreeable  we  had  ever  experienced,  the  host  and 
hostess  seeming  to  be  perfectly  "at  home"  in  all  the  eti- 
quette and  accomplishments  of  such  ceremonies,  and  by 

their  genuine  hospitality  and  sparkling  manner  giving  a 
14 
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freshness  and  pleasure  to  the  scene  which  made  every  one 
feel  contented  with  himself  and  all  the  world  besides. 

During  the  evening  a  brilliant  reception  was  given,  of 
which  a  large  number  of  officers  and  prominent  civilians 
availed  themselves  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  Admiral, 
who  was  the  principal  point  of  attack.  The  capacious 
saloons  were  all  thrown  open,  presenting  a  charming  suite, 
filled  with  the  elite  of  the  Maltese  world,  and  a  universal 
buzz  rapidly  succeeded  the  comparative  quiet  of  the  dining- 
hall,  which  had  so  recently  been  the  scene  of  the  ban- 
quet. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Patrick  and  Lady  Grant  were  pres- 
ent with  their  daughter;  also  Kear-Admiral  Kellett,  O.B., 
who  has  the  misfortune  to  be  a  bachelor ;  all  the  general 
and  commanding  officers  of  the  brigades  and  regiments, 
and  many  of  the  leading  members  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment. 

It  was  a  most  delightful  reunion,  and  made  even  more 
pleasant  than  usual  by  the  excellent  harmony  which  pre- 
vailed. "  The  iron  tongue  of  midnight  had  tolled  twelve  " 
ere  the  pleasure-seekers  separated  and  returned  to  their 
respective  quarters,  to  dream  over  the  stirring  events  of 
the  hour. 

The  afternoon  of  the  following  day  had  been  reserved 
by  the  Admiral  for  a  "return  matinee"  on  board  the 
FranMin,  and  all  the  persuasions  of  the  regimental  offi- 
cers could  not  induce  him  to  abandon  it,  to  dine  with 
them  or  to  accept  attentions  from  any  quarter.  Although 
they  told  him  that  he  was  their  guest,  and  that  he  was 
not  expected  to  entertain  them,  he  was  as  inflexible  as  a 
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rock,  and  insisted  upon  acknowledging  their  many  kind- 
nesses by  a  i-eception  on  his  own  floating  tabernacle. 

Upon  this  well-remembered  occasion  the  FrcmJdm,  was 
;i"obed  in  most  glorious  and  becoming  colors.  No  belle 
of  the  fashionable  world  ever  felt  prouder  of  her  appear- 
ance, or  anticipated  more  confidently  the  sure  conquest  of 
some  susceptible  admirer,  than  did  the  captain,  the  execu- 
tive, and  the  deck  officers  of  their  improvised  ball-room,  and 
the  admiration  it  would  excite  among  the  expected  guests. 
Captain  Pennock's  countenance  was  serenely  pleasant; 
and  even  the  scrutinizing  glance  of  the  Chief  of  Staff 
failed  to  detect  the  slightest  disarrangement  in  her  dress. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Pearson  was  forced  to  smile  as 
his  eye  took  a  last  survey  of  the  whole ;  and  Manley,  Cof- 
fin, Powland,  Harris,  and  Hoff  successively  peeped  above 
the  hatch,  endorsed  the  style  of  the  ship's  toilet,  and  then 
retired  to  their  quarters  to  await  the  grand  denouement. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Patrick  and  Lady  Grant,  with  their 
daughter,  arrived  early  and  were  received  with  a  na- 
tional salute,  the  band  playing  "  God  save  the  Queen  "  as 
they  advanced  along  the  deck.  Lord  and  Lady  Clarence 
Paget  appeared  soon  afterwards,  and  were  received  with 
similar  honors.  These  were  followed  by  Lord  Houlton, 
Colonial  Secretary,  and  Lady  Houlton;  Eear- Admiral 
Kellett,  C.B. ;  Major-General  Ridley  and  Staff;  Major; 
General  Athei-ley  and  Staff;  Colonel  Goodenough,  com- 
manding the  Koyal  Artillery,  and  Mrs.  Goodenough ; 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Durnford;  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Eich ; 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Gubbins ;  Colonel  "Woods  ;  Colonel  and 
Mrs.  Glyn  ;  Colonels  Eager,  Shute,  and  Lyons ;   Major 
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Hawley ;  Baroness  Damico ;  Messrs.  "Walter  Stewart  and 
Thornhill,  Flag-Lieutenants  to  Admiral  Paget ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  "Winthrop ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eynaud,  and  a  very  large 
number  of  the  society-world  of  Valetta. 

The  gay  decks  of  the  flag-ship  soon  became  brilliant 
with  glittering  uniforms,  the  dashing  scarlet  of  the  Eng- 
lish infantry-men  contrasting  beautifully  with  the  navy 
blue  of  the  royal  artillery  and  the  American  line  and 
staff. 

No  ball-room  on  shore  was  ever  more  animated;  danc- 
ing was  maintained  without  cessation  for  four  hours ;  not 
even  the  attractions  of  a  sumptuous  entertainment  on  the 
gun-deck  enticing  the  Terpsichoreans  from  the  enchanting 
galop  or  popular  waltz ;  and  when  the  hour  for  departure 
arrived,  the  delighted  guests  passed  reluctantly  over  the 
gangway,  leaving  assurances  of  having  enjoyed  a  most 
agreeable  afternoon,  and  expressing  the  usual  regrets  that 
it  was  registered  among  the  things  that  were. 

On  the  following  morning  the  Archbishop  of  Malta 
paid  an  official  visit  to  the  Admiral,  and  as  soon  as  he 
left  the  ship  the  latter  called  upon  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  all  the  English  vessels  of  war  in  the  harbor ;  after 
which  very  agreeable  visits  were  again  made  to  Sir  Pa- 
trick and  Lady  Grant,  and  Lord  and  Lady  Paget. 

The  same  evening,  being  the  last  of  our  sojourn  in 
Malta,  had  been  set  apart  by  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  for  a  grand  ball  in  honor  of  Admiral  Farragut, 
to  be  given  at  the  Union  Club-House,  a  very  large  build- 
ing formerly  owned  by  one  of  the  Grand  Masters,  and 
specially  adapted  for  entertainments  of  such  magnitude. 
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This  proved  a  most  superb  scene  in  our  closing  act,  and 
was  well  calculated  to  impress  Malta  and  her  people  most 
firmly  upon  the  memory. 

The  street  immediately  in  front  of  the  building  was 
lined  on  either  side  by  a  regiment  of  soldiers,  and  as 
the  Admiral  approached  the  entrance  they  presented 
arms,  and  their  band  performed  our  national  melodies. 
The  large  vestibule  and  halls  adjoining  were  beautifully 
decorated  with  flags  of  various  devices,  and  the  corridors 
and  stairway,  besides  being  handsomely  embellished, 
were  lined  with  soldiers  and  sailors  alternately  placed ; 
the  former  presenting  with  the  musket  and  the  latter 
with  the  cutlass. 

Upon  entering  the  grand  saloon,  which  was  magnifi- 
cently festooned  with  the  ensigns  of  England  and  America 
in  most  fraternal  embrace,  the  band  struck  vip  "  Hail 
Columbia,"  when  the  audience  arose  and  received  the 
city's  guest  with  all  the  honors.  He  was  then  presented 
to  all  the  members  of  the  committee,  and  the  festivities 
were  speedily  inaugurated  by  the  formation  of  the 
quadrille  of  honor,  in  which  the  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farra- 
gut.  Sir  Patrick  and  Lady  Grant,  and  Lord  and  Lady 
Paget  participated  with  all  the  energy  of  modern  dancers. 
It  seems  like  the  repetition  of  a  twice-told  tale  to  describe 
the  gay  scene  which  followed  as  a  most  brilliant  one. 
It  can  better  be  imagined,  as  a  beautiful  and  graceful  tri- 
bute to  our  great  naval  hero ;  a  captivating  testimonal  to  his 
cosmopolitan  reputation,  and  a  well-remembered  period  of 
pleasure  to  all  those  who  participated  in  its  enjoyments. 

Early  in  the  following  morning,  when  all  felt  more  or 
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less  visionary  and  unsettled,  according  to  the  extent  of 
the  dissipation  of  the  preceding  evening,  preparations 
were  on  foot  for  our  departure  from  Yaletta.  The  atten- 
tive Consul,  anxious  to  see  the  last  of  a  visitor  v^ho  had 
done  so  much  to  glorify  his  country,  came  on  board  before 
"  one  bell,"  and  was  soon  followed  by  Yice-Admiral  Paget 
and  staff,  and  Rear- Admiral  Kellett.  Lord  Paget  visited 
the  ship  not  only  to  bid  a  friendly  adieu  to  Admiral 
Farragut,  but  to  complete  the  necessary  arrangements 
to  give  him  a  parting  review  ere  they  separated  outside  the 
harbor ;  his  own  squadron  being  then  ready  to  start  on 
a  cruise  to  the  Levant.  As  soon  as  the  plan  proposed  was 
thoroughly  understood,  all  parties  retired  to  their  respec- 
tive posts,  and  immediately  thereafter  the  ilag-ship  got 
under  weigh  and  stood  out  to  sea,  preceded  by  the  FroUo 
and  Ticonderoga  /  the  commanding  officers  of  these  vessels 
having  orders  to  fall  into  line  as  soon  as  we  were  suffi- 
ciently far  from  land  to  execute  the  movement. 

At  the  same  time  we  were  followed  by  all  the  vessels 
of  the  English  fleet,  and  the  wharves  and  batteries,  house- 
tops, and  prominent  points  along  the  quay  being  lined 
with  spectators  waving  handkerchiefs  and  caps,  and 
cheering  most  lustily,  the  scene  became  thrilling  and 
inspiriting  beyond  description. 

As  soon  as  the  FranTdin  was  fairly  outside  the  capes, 
she  was  hove  to  in  a  very  heavy  sea,  and  the  entire 
English  squadron  passed  close  along  our  starboard  beam 
in  review  ;  the  rigging  of  each  vessel  being  manned  with 
sailors  cheering  most  wildly,  and  their  bands  successively 
playing  Hail  Columbia  or  the  Star-Spangled  Banner ;  to 
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each  of  which  we  responded  with  cheer  for  cheer,  and  with 
the  softer  strains  of  God  Save  the  Queen  ! 

The  Caledonia,  the  flag-ship  of  the  English  commander, 
passed  ahead,  having  the  van  in  that  great  line  of  frigates, 
and  Was  followed  successively,  by  the  Lord  Warden, 
Lord  Clyde,  Endymion,  Aretkusa,  and  Tyrian  /  the 
Swedish  corvette  Ge^e,  Captain  Kosengren,  who  was 
accompanying  Admiral  Paget's  fleet,  bringing  up  the 
rear ;  while  the  Psyche,  with  Admiral  KeUett  and  a 
large  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  on  board,  sported 
around  the  Franklin  and  waved  many  kind  adieux. 

"When  all  had  passed.  Admiral  Paget  hoisted  the  Amer- 
ican ensign  at  the  main,  and  flred  a  salute  of  seventeen 
guns  in  honor  of  Admiral  Farragut ;  and  then  made  a 
beautiful  flank  movement,  bearing  up  in  line  abreast  for 
the  eastward,  hoisting  Marryatt's  signal, "  Bon  voyage ;"  to 
which  several  compliments  we  replied,  gun  for  gun,  with  the 
flag  of  St.  George  at  our  masthead,  and  "  The  same  to  you" 
from  the  signal-book,  and  thus,  as  the  Admiral  says  in  his 
official  report,  "  terminated  one  of  the.  most  agreeable  vis- 
its of  our  cruise." 

The  entire  display  was  a  most  brilliant  and  inspiriting 
one,  and  occupies  an  important  page  in  our  log-book. 
During  the  review  the  sea  ran  very  high,  under  the  influ- 
ences of  a  blustering  nor'wester ;  and  as  the  several  large 
masses  of  wood  and  iron  plunged  and  pitched,  at  one  mo- 
ment diving  into  the  trough  of  the  agitated  waters,  and  at 
another  raising  their  long  rams  on  the  very  crest  of  the 
wave,  the  effect  was  very  striking. 

The  Lord  Clyde  passed  so  close  to  the  Fraiiklim,  that  an 
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active  sailor  could  have  almost  leaped  from  one  to  the 
other;  and  Mrs.  Farragut,  fearing  a  collision,  and  not  ad- 
miring the  long  iron  peak  which  threatened  destruction, 
retreated  hastily  to  the  port  cabin,  and  there  calmly  awaited 
the  result  of  the  impending  catastrophe ! 

The  English  squadron,  having  a  most  favorable  wind, 
soon  made  sail,  and  under  full  canvas  bounded  away  to  the 
eastward  and  gradually  disappeared  from  view;  whilst 
the  msivtyr  Jp7'anklm,  with  her  consorts,  headed  westwardly, 
and,  with  sails  closely  furled,  tried  the  contest  of  steam 
against  wind,  and  slowly  bore  away  from  the  hospitable 
shores  of  that  formidable  way  station  on  the  Mediterra- 
nean. 


CHAPTEE  XXXII. 

EETUEN    TO   LISBON — SCENES    AND   ENTERTAINMENT    IN    THAT 
CITY ADMIEAX,   FAEEAGUT   AND   THE   PEESIDENCT. 

WHEN"  the  flag-ship  was  actually  turned  on  her  west- 
ward course  there  was  disappointment  visible  and 
expressed  amongst  the  officers,  all  of  whom  had  been  anti- 
cipating a  pleasant  tour  to  the  flowery  regions  of  the 
East. 

The  Admiral's  change  of  programme  had  been  deter- 
mined upon  by  orders  received  in  reference  to  the  return 
home  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sham/rock^  then  at  Lisbon  ;  and  whilst 
every  one  submitted  with  all  possible  grace  to  his  superior 
authority,  yet  a  lamentation  from  one  quarter  and  bewail- 
ings  from  another  proved  that  the  setting  sun  was  not  a 
popular  direction  at  that  moment,  and  the  Shamrock  was 
politely  wished  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean. 

This  return  cruise  along  the  Mediterranean  was  some- 
what dreary  of  events,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  lit- 
tle incidents,  my  journal  presents  anything  but  a  fascinat- 
ing page.  We  encountered  our  usual  quantum-of  contrary 
winds,  and  were  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  their  direc- 
tion was  always  opposite  to  the  one  selected  for  our  pas- 
sage. 

On  the  evening  of  the  second  day  out,  the  Frolie  was 
14* 
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sent  ahead  to  Malaga,  with  instructions  to  Commander 
Harmony  to  ascertain  whether  the  flag-ship  would  be  per- 
mitted to  visit  that  port  without  being  quarantined ;  and  on 
the  succeeding  afternoon  we  had  our  first  burial  at  sea,  of 
a  sailor  named  Perkins,  who  had  died  of  injuries  received 
by  falling  from  the  "  topping-lift"  two  days  before.  All 
hands  were  piped  on  deck;  the  solemn  and  impressive  ser- 
vices of  the  Episcopal  Church  were  read  in  the  presence 
of  officers  and  crew,  all  uncovered,  and  the  body  commit- 
ted to  the  deep ;  the  surging  plunge  sounding  a  sad  funeral 
dirge,  more  expressive  than  even  the  notes  of  music, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  position. 

April  24:th  being  the  anniversary  of  the  great  Missis- 
sippi battle  in  1862,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  Forts  St. 
Philip  and  Jackson,  below  New  Orleans,  the  officers  called 
upon  the  Admiral  to  tender  their  congratulations,  and  in 
the  afternoon  he  entertained  all  those  who  were  in  his  fleet 
during  that  memorable  action. 

Early  on  the  following  morning  we  arrived  off  Malaga, 
and  communicated  with  the  Frolic ;  and  learning  from 
Commander  Harmony  that  the  flag-ship  would  not  be  per- 
mitted to  have  intercourse  with  the  place  without  first 
going  to  Port  Mahon  or  some  other  point  for  pratique, 
we  continued  on  toward  Gibraltar,  flattering  ourselves 
that  the  people  of  that  province  were  the  losers  by  their 
absurd  restrictions.  We  subsequently  learned  that  orders 
to  admit  the  FramMin  at  once  were  sent  down  from  Ma- 
drid, but  too  late  for  our  purpose. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  we  passed  the  famous  fortress, 
and  shortly  thereafter  bounded  through  the  Straits  of 
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Calpe,  entered  the  broad  Atlantic,  and  at  the  very  mo- 
ment we  were  congratulating  ourselves  upon  having  a 
favorable  run,  were  greeted  with  a  head-wind  which 
set  the  waves  in  motion,  and  made  every  one  wish 
that  the  FromMm,  had  been  launched  under  a  more 
lucky  star. 

During  the  evening  the  ^iconc^ero^a  was  ordered  within 
hail,  and  Captain  Wyraan  received  instructions  to  go  into 
Cadiz,  and  at  the  same  time  Commander  Harmony  ob- 
tained permission  to  go  on  to  Lisbon,  to  assure  anxious 
friends  that  the  flag-ship  was  en  route,  and  might  be  ex- 
pected during  the  season. 

Notwithstanding  constant  head-winds  blowing  most  fu- 
riously upon  our  devoted  ship,  we  managed  to  force  a  pas- 
sage through  the  elements  above  and  below,  and  at  noon 
of  April  28th,  were  fairly  in  the  river  Tagus,  and  one  hour 
thereafter  rested  from  our  sea-labors  directly  in  front  of 
Lisbon,  near  the  spot  occupied  by  our  frigate  five  months 
before. 

Immediately  after  anchoring  a  national  salute  was  fired, 
followed  soon  by  one  of  fifteen  guns  in  honor  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Montholon,  French  Minister  at  the  Portuguese 
Court,  who,  with  his  wife  and  secretaries,  paid  an  oflScial 
visit  on  board,  both  being  well  acquainted  with  the  Ad- 
miral and  Mrs.  Farragut,  and  several  officers, whom  they  had 
met  in  "Washington  when  he  was  Minister  in  that  city. 

A  few  moments  thereafter  the  pleasant  and  welcome 
countenance  of  our  friend  Mr.  Munro,  the  United  States 
Consul,  appeared  above  the  gangway,  and  in  his  track  the 
faithful  Joe,  with  the  great  American  mail.     Then  fol- 
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lowed  the  scene  so  often  described,  of  poring  over  "  news 
from  home,"  and  the  varying  observations  resulting  from 
the  contents  of  the  long-expected  missives. 

Our  second  sojourn  in  this  old  capital,  like  the  pre- 
ceding one,  extended  over  a  period  of  precisely  one  month, 
but  as  it  is  the  headquarters  station  of  the  Mediterranean 
squadron,  the  time  was  more  occupied  in  preparing  for 
sea  and  refitting  generally  than  in  official  intercourse 
with  the  lions  of  the  country. 

During  this  time  the  Shamrock  was  inspected,  sur- 
veyed, overhauled,  and  finally  placed  in  good  condition 
to  cross  the  watery  main,  Commander  Hopkins  smilingly 
insisting  upon  his  prerogative  to  conduct  her  in  safety  to 
the  haven  where  she  would  be,  and  expressing  his  readi- 
ness to  start  whenever  ordered. 

All  the  other  vessels  were  put  in  good  order,  and  made 
to  look  as  if  fresh  from  the  navy-yard ;  the  Guard  trans- 
ferred her  stores  into  their  several  store-houses  and  was 
prepared  for  her  return  voyage,  and  orders  were  under 
way  directing  the  cruises  for  the  ensuing  months. 

During  all  this  bustle  of  preparation  and  excitement, 
the  Admiral,  with  Mrs.  Farragut  and  suite,  were  amusing 
themselves  on  land  and  on  board  as  tlie  spirit,  and  busi- 
ness, moved  them.  "While  the  ship  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
hygiene  commissioners,  the  painters,  and  the  coal  mer- 
chants, the  Admiral,  with  Mrs.  Farragut,  Dr.  Foltz, 
Lieutenant-Commander  Watson,  and  the  author,  made  a 
second  pilgrimage  to  "  Cintra,"  and  there  remained  to  en- 
joy the  cool,  invigorating  air  of  the  mountains,  and  reju- 
venate himself  under  the  perpetual  showers  which  seemed 
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to  cling  tenaciously  to  that  favorite  resort  for  the  sun- 
stricken  Lisbonese. 

We  remained  at  that  delightful  Eden  of  a  place  for 
five  days,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  were  abso- 
lutely frightened  9,way  by  the  flood-gates  of  heaven  being 
so  constantly  open. 

Before  leaving,  the  Admiral  was  visited  by  the  Hon. 
John  P.  Hale,  United  States  Minister  at  Madrid,  who  with 
his  accomplished  daughter  had  come  purposely  from  the 
Spanish  capital  to  pay  his  respects  to  our  naval  "head 
centre." 

On  the  following  day  Mr.  Hale  was  received  on  board 
the  flag-ship  with  all  the  honors,  and  after  paying  quite  a 
complimentary  visit,  took  formal  leave  and  returned  to 
Madrid. 

From  this  time  until  the  day  of  our  final  departure  from 
Lisbon,  the  Admiral  and  suite  were  principally  entertained 
by  the  Marquis  de  Montholon  ;  Count  Banuelos,  Spanish 
Minister;  and  the  American  Consul,  Mr.  Munro;  there 
being  present  upon  each  occasion  several '  of  the  foreign 
ambassadors  and  one  or  two  of  the  prominent  oflRcera 
of  the  Grovernment.  A  very  handsome  reception  was 
given  to  him  by  the  first-named  on  the  evening  of  May 
12th,  which  was  numerously  attended  by  the  represen- 
tatives of  other  countries  and  the  officers  of  the  squadron. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  the  English  Minister,  Sir 
Charles  Murray,  made  an  ofiicial  visit  to  the  flag-ship,  and 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  Admiral  called  upon 
the  Kussian  Minister,  M.  de  Koudriafiski ;  the  Belgian 
Minister,  Le  Baron  Auguste  d'Anethan ;  the  French  Con- 
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sul,  M.  Breuil,  and  others ;  and  during  the  evening  was 
handsomely  entertained  at  dinner  by  the  American  Consul. 

On  the  23d  he  and  suite  dined  with  Mr.  Sperling,  Cham- 
berlain to  the  Queen,  and  enjoyed  a  most  pleasant  evening 
with  thfi  guests  invited  to  meet  them ;  and  on  the  25th, 
accompanied  by  several  officers,  Mr.  Munro,  and  Marquis 
de  Montholon,  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  King's  dock,  and 
there  examined  several  immense  state  barges,  rowed  with 
sixty  and  eighty  oars ;  and  after  this  made  a  tour  through 
the  large  carriage-house,  filled  with  cumbersome  old  state 
vehicles,  elaborately  ornamented  with  gold  carvings  and 
richly-colored  paintings,  the  sale  of  some  of  which  would 
aid  materially  in  defraying  the  public  expenditures. 

From  here  we  wended  our  way  to  the  Church  of  San 
Geronimo,  near  Belem,  a  verj'  handsome  edifice,  built  to 
commemorate  the  departure  of  that  bold  navigator,  Yasco 
di  Gama,  on  his  famous  tour  of  discovery  which  resulted 
in  the  doubling  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  1497.  The 
sun  being  unusually  powerful  during  this  excursion,  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  party  became  fully  satisfied  with  this 
progress  in  their  sight-seeing,  and  all  were  but  too  willing 
to  give  a  cordial  'response  to  the  Admiral's  motion  to  re- 
tire to  our  respective  quarters. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  a  little  evanescent  excite- 
ment had  been  created  by  a  matinee  given  by  the  Admi- 
ral on  board  the  flag-ship  to  the  few  prominent  people  in 
Lisbon  who  had  not  been  too  enervated  to  greet  him  with 
active  demonstrations.  These  few,  however,  by  their  un- 
varying kindness  and  hospitality,  and  their  unceasing  at- 
tentions, had  made  up  for  many  deficiencies,  and  caused 
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one  and  all  to  feel  gratified  that  others  had  not  become 
aroused  from  their  Eip  Yan  Winkle  slumbers. 

The  FranMin  was  gayly  dressed  for  this  occasion  ;  the 
company  was  small  but  very  select,  consisting  of  Marquis 
and  Marquise  de  Montholon ;  the  Count  and  Couui, 
de  Banuelos ;  M.  and  Madame  d'Anethan ;  Count  de  Bran- 
debourg,  the  Prussian  Minister  ;  M.  Breuil  and  daughter ; 
Mr.  Munro  and  family  ;  M.  and  Madame  Sperling ;  the 
attaches  of  the  various  legations,  and  a  few  others  ;  and 
everything  passed  off  as  pleasantly  as  if  one  thousand 
guests  were  thronging  the  frigate. 

On  the  following  day  active  preparations  were  making 
for  sea  :  the  Ticonderoga  and  SwatarahBiA  already  started 
on  their  northern  cruise  ;  the  Frolic  was  about  to  return 
to  the  Mediterranean,  to  visit  some  special  ports,  and  to 
convey  Mr.  Charles  H.  Tuckerman  and  family  from  Brindisi 
to  Greece ;  and  the  Sha/mroch  and  Chia/rd  were  alone  to  re- 
main for  a  few  days  before  turning  their  prows  westwardly. 

The  morning  of  May  27th  had  been  fixed  upon  for  our 
departure  out  of  the  Tagus,  but  in  consequence  of  a  serious 
accident  to  a  sailor,  who  fell  from  the  main-topgallant 
yard,  broke  through  the  bridge,  and  passed  through  the 
hatch  to  the  gun-deck, — a  distance  of  148  feet, — the  Ad- 
miral delayed  his  movements  in  order  to  give  the  unfor- 
tunate tar  the  benefit  of  a  land  interment;  but,  strange 
to  say,  the  cat-like  sailor  seemed  to  possess  his  nine 
lives,  refus'ed  to  die,  and  in  less  than  six  weeks  afterward 
was  on  duty  again — the  hero  of  the  forward  deck  ! 

During  our  long  sojourn  the  officers  had  amused  them- 
selves in  various  ways,  but  their  principal  attraction  at 
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that  time  seemed  to  be  centred  in  the  occasional  bull- 
fights by  day,  in  which  nobody  was  hurt,  and  the  more 
frequent  operas  by  night.  This  constant  monotony  was, 
indeed,  interrupted  by  special  novelties  and  a  stray  gayety, 
but  as  a  general  rule  one  day's  programme  resembled 
another  with  marvellous  regularity.  The  newly -pi'o- 
moted  ensigns  gave  an  entertainment  at  the  City  Hotel, 
which  enlivened  the  scene  and  added  a  fresh  sentence  to 
each  one's  diary,  which  was  most  thankfully  received. 

With  all  this,  Lisbon  is  undoubtedly  popular  in  the 
navy,  as  was  admitted  in  a  former  chapter ;  but  to  some, 
the  doleful  cries  of  the  venders  of  all  kinds,  from  those 
who  carry  the  "  agua  !  agua  !  "  to  the  gypsy  -  looking 
women  whose  heads  tremble  beneath  large  baskets  of 
sardines  and  shrimps,  have  a  melancholy  sound,  which 
resembles  a  requiem  over  past  prosperity. 

During  his  sojourn  in  this  capital  the  Admiral  received 
a  very  lengthy  and  earnest  communication  from  an  influ- 
ential politician,  urging  him  in  the  strongest  terms  to  con- 
sent to  become  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  in  the  then 
approaching  contest.  This  letter  was  very  complimentary 
in  its  tenor,  assuring  in  its  promises  of  success,  and  flatter- 
ing in  the  number  of  prominent  names  of  both  parties 
which  were  ready  to  endorse  and  support  his  nomination. 
But  the  old  hero,  having  reached  the  summit  of  his  most 
ambitious  aspirations,  declined  positively  to  yield  to  these 
new  solicitations,  and,  after  thanking  his  correspondents 
by  letter  for  their  kind  compliments,  said  : — 

"  I  hasten  to  assure  you  that  I  have  never  for  one  mo- 
ment entertained  the  idea  of  entering  political  life,  even 


LISBON.  329 

were  I  certain  of  receiving  the  election  to  the  Presi- 
dency.    .     .     . 

"  My  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  the  navy  :  by  a  steady 
perseverance  and  devotion  to  it  I  have  been  favored  with 
success  in  my  profession,  and  to  risk  that  reputation  by 
entering  a  new  career  at  my  advanced  age,  and  that 
career  one  of  which  I  have  little  or  no  knowledge,  is 
more  than  any  one  has  a  right  to  expect  of  me.  I  there- 
fore beg  that  you  will  tender  to  those  gentlemen  who  may 
think  with  yourself  of  proposing  my  name  as  a  candidate, 
my  thanks  for  this  great  compliment ;  but  I  am  Jtssed  in 
my  determination  not  to  serve,  under  any  conditions  or 
circumstances." 

Having  thus  relieved  himself  of  all  "  entangling  alli- 
ances," the  Admiral  resumed  with  pleasure  the  congenial 
requirements  of  his  professional  cruise. 


CHAPTER  XXXin. 

DEPAETtJEE    FEOM   LISBON ^AEEIVAL   AT   FLUSHING,    NETHEE- 

LANDS VISITS  TO  ANTWERP  AND  BEUSSELS ENTERTAIN- 
MENTS BT  KING  LEOPOLD,  THE  QUEEN,  AND  UNITED  STATES 
MINISTEE VISIT  TO  WATERLOO — KEUPp's  FOUNDERT ^PRUS- 
SIA,  AND   TO    SWITZERLAND. 

ON  the  morning  of  May  28tli  anchor  was  weighed, 
and  the  flag-ship  stood  down  the  Tagiis,  passing 
several  steamers  bound  in.  At  noon  we  rounded  Cape 
Roca,  and  thence  headed  northwardly,  with  the  wind, 
according  to  law,  as  "dead  ahead"  as  it  could  well  be. 
All  were  gratiiied  to  know  that  our  destination  was  the 
industrious  shores  of  the  Nethei'lands ;  and  the  interesting 
volumes  of  the  Dutch  Republic  were  at  once  withdrawn 
from  their  resting-place,  and  re-read  with  a  zeal  and  de- 
votion which  would  have  more  than  gratified  the  accom- 
plished author. 

From  the  time  of  our  farewell  to  the  Tagus-  until  gal- 
loping along  the  English  Channel  before  a  wind  which 
hurried  us  over  the  waters  like  a  race-horse  on  the  home- 
stretch, we  had  a  constant  succession  of  ugly  blows  and 
seas,  and  heartily  denounced  "a  home  on  the  rolling 
deep"  as  no  place  of  quiet  for  a  domestically  inclined 
member  of  the  human  family. 

But  when  bounding  along  within  view  of  the  lovely 
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Isle  of  Wight  and  the  bold  and  picturesque  shores  of 
England,  passing  innumerable  sail  and  surrounded  by  evi- 
dences of  a  progressive  life,  we  forgot  the  rolling  of  Bis- 
cay's troubled  sea  and  the  murky  atmosphere  along  the 
Spanish  Main,  and  hailed  the  bright  scene  around  us  as 
the  first  act  in  an  approaching  drama  of  pleasure. 

At  Dungeness  we  took  on  board  a  Flushing  pilot,  and 
during  the  evening  passed  through  the  Straits  of  Dover, 
and  on  the  morning  of  June  4th  anchored  immediately  in 
front  of  the  pretty  little  seaport  of  Flushing,  or  "  Ylissin- 
gen,"  situated  in  the  province  of  Zealand,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Scheldt. 

I  must  not  forget  to  mention  that  during  the  day  the 
Admii-al  had  surprised  those  around  him  very  much,  and 
lessened  their  literary  pride  not  a  little,  by  asking  for  the 
seven  wonders  of  the  world.  Several  could  state  three, 
some  four,  and  a  few  five,  but  there  all  stopped,  and  the 
Encyclopedia  had  to  be  consulted  to  relieve  all  from  this 
disagreeable  dilemma.  They  were  never  forgotten  after 
that,  for  it  was  a  lesson  well  remembered  ;  but  the  Admi- 
ral enjoyed  his  triumph  amazingly. 

As  soon  as  fairly  tied  to  the  bottom  of  the  river,  na- 
tional salutes  were  exchanged,  and  immediately  thereafter 
the  principal  authorities  of  the  place,  with  Commodore 
Mevrouw  I.  M.  Siedenbourg,  commanding  the  station, 
came  on  board,  and  tendered  the  Admiral  the  most  cordial 
welcome  to  their  country,  and  offered  him  every  facility 
for  visiting  all  places  of  interest  within  their  territory. 

When  these  ofiicial  ceremonies  were  over,  a  raid  was 
made  upon  the  little  city,  which  we  found  a  very  pretty 
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spot,  containing  about  eight  thousand  people,  "  Dutch  all 
over,"  very  neat  and  trim  in  their  appearance,  and  disclo- 
sing all  the  characteristics  of  an  industrious,  enterprising, 
and  thrifty  population.  There  was  not  a  beggar  to  be 
seen,  and  no  suffering  visible ;  and  everything  presented 
such  a  striking  contrast  to  the  shores  of  Italy,  Spain,  and 
Portugal,  and  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  Mediterranean, 
that  we  could  scarcely  realize  our  position  under  the  sud- 
denness of  the  change.  It  reveals  the  vast  difference 
between  the  enervation  and  poverty  of  a  region  whose 
power  belongs  to  remote  epochs  in  the  world's  history, 
and  the  active,  progressive  spirit  of  a  country  determined 
to  keep  pace  with  the  steady  march  of  the  age. 

The  people  were  exceedingly  polite  and  courteous, 
looked  as  gay  and  happy  as  if  inspirited  by  the  magic 
stimulus  of  fortune,  and  we  returned  to  the  flag-ship  most 
favorably  impressed  with  their  JSTetherland  "outpost," 
where  the  daring  De  Ruyter  was  born,  and  whose  history 
is  so  replete  with  instances' of  hardihood  and  courage. 

On  the  following  morning  the  Admiral  returned  the 
visits  of  the  civil  authorities  and  Commodore  Sieden- 
bourg,  and  was  received  with  all  honors,  every  effort  being 
made  to  give  eclat  to  his  presence.  Immediately  there- 
after, accompanied  by  Mrs.  Farragut  and  Messrs.  "Watson, 
Kane,  and  Montgomery,  he  was  persuaded  to  make  a  short 
excursion  inland  to  the  town  of  Middelburg,  capital  of 
Walcheren  Island,  and  famous  as  the  scene  where  so  many 
men  of  the  English  expedition  were  sacrificed  to  the  cli- 
mate in  1809.  The  drive  between  the  two  cities  is  both 
beautiful  and  pleasant.     It  is  lined  on  either  side  with  rows 
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of  stately  trees,  forming  a  noble  archway,  and  continu- 
ously flanked  with  neat  cottages,  smiling  pasture-fields, 
and  well-trimmed  gardens,  presenting  all  the  evidences  of 
a  land  of  peace  and  plenty,  enjoyed  by  a  people  who  know 
how  to  appreciate  the  comforts  of  their  island  homes. 

On  the  succeeding  day  he  received  an  invitation  through 
the  United  States.  Minister,  Mr.  Sanford,  requesting  himself 
and  ten  officers  of  his  own  selection  to  dine  with  His  Ma-jes- 
ty  King  Leopold  II.  on  the  ensuing  Monday,  and  shortly 
afterwards  a  government  steamer  was  sent  down  by  His 
Excellency  M.  Yan  der  Stichelen,  Belgian  Minister  of  For- 
eign Affairs,  to  be  placed  at  the  Admiral's  disposal  during 
his  sojourn  within  the  kingdom.  A  like  civility  was  also 
tendered  by  the  authorities  of  Holland,  but  as  it  was  im- 
possible to  ride  two  hoi'ses  at  the  same  time,  the  Admiral, 
acconipanied  by  a  large  body-guard  of  officers,  transferred 
his  headquarters  to  the  former,  and  at  10  o'clock  started  up 
the  Scheldt  to  the  city  of  Antwerp,  once  the  great  centre 
of  European  commerce,  and  now  a  most  important  port  of 
embarkation  for  German  emigrants. 

On  his  way  up  the  river  he  was  saluted  by  the  forts  and 
the  shore  batteries,  while  crowds  of  people  gathered  at 
various  points  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  his  person,  and  to  wave 
their  welcomes.  On  reaching  the  front  of  the  city,  the 
scene  became  more  than  usually  animated,  everything 
wearing  the  appearance  of  a  national  holiday ;  flags  were 
flying  from  the  shipping  in  the  harbor  and  from  the  public 
buildings,  and  an  immense  concourse  of  citizens  were  hud- 
dled together  in  mass  on  the  wharves,  eager  and  deter- 
mined to  obtain  a  passing  glance  at  the  "  fighting  Admiral." 
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There  was  jostling,  elbowing,  and  crowding  to  perfection, 
worthy  even  of  a  New  York  crowd,  and  an  apparent  wall 
of  humanity  against  which  it  seemed  useless  to  charge ; 
but,  escorted  by  a  committee,  and  aided  by  soldiers  and 
policemen,  the  intrepid  old  salamander  ran  the  battery, 
and  was  soon  at  anchor  again  in  the  quiet  seclusion  of  his 
hotel. 

He  had  not  been  there  long  ere  he  was  visited  by  Gen- 
eral Pycke,  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Antwerp,  by 
whom  he  was  most  courteously  received,  and  tendered  the 
hospitalities  of  the  city. 

He  was  also  called  upon  by  Mr.  Goodrich,  Secretary  to 
the  American  Legation,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Acting  Consul, 
and  several  of  the  olBcers  of  the  civil  government,  all  of 
whom  were  very  cordial  in  their  expressions  of  welcome. 

As  our  sojourn  in  Antwerp  was  very  limited,  restricted 
to  two  days,  we  made  the  best  use  of  our  time,  and  visited 
several  of  the  most  celebrated  sights  of  that  intensely 
interesting  metropolis,  so  fraught  with  associations  of  the 
tragic  history  of  the  Dutch  Republic.  Among  other  ob- 
jects of  curiosity  we  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the  famous 
Church  of  St.  Jacques,  and  saw  the  tomb  of  Rubens ;  and 
to  the  wonderful  Cathedral  of  Notre  Dame,  where  the  two 
great  masterpieces  of  the  immortal  painter — the  "  Eleva- 
tion "  and  "  Descent " — are  exhibited.  We  also  looked  with 
more  than  ordinary  interest  upon  the  historic  building 
where  the  fearful  Inquisition  was  held,  and  then  turned 
off  with  ready  impulse  to  meditate  upon  the  stately  edifice 
wherein  the  members  of  the  Golden  Fleece  were  wont  to 
assemble,  three  hundred  years  ago. 
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The  entire  day  was  thus  occupied  in  ferreting  out  the 
principal  landmarks  of  interest  which  line  and  surround 
the  famous  Place  de  Meir,  and  when  night  concluded  the 
tour,  every  one  felt  that  he  had  seen  "all  that  was  most 
worth  seeing  "  within  that  old  yet  beautiful  city. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  June,  the  Admiral,  ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Farragut  and  those  invited  to  the 
royal  banquet,  left  Antwerp  and  proceeded  to  Brussels, 
passing  through  Mechlin,  of  lace  notoriety,  and  upon 
reaching  the  Belgian  capital  was  received  at  the  depot 
by  Hon.  H.  S.  Sanford,  United  States  Minister,  and  es- 
corted to  the  quarters  selected  for  him  and  his  suite  at 
the  Hotel  Bellevue,  on  the  Place  Koyale. 

It  was  with  no  little  satisfaction  that  our  naval  excur- 
sionists found  themselves  in  the  beautiful  capital  which 
has  acted  such  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  eventful  history 
of  Europe,  and  anticipated  the  many  pleasures  to  result 
from  their  short  sojourn  within  its  attractive  circle.  Al- 
though but  a  few  short  hours  intervened  between  their 
arrival  and  the  time  when  they  would  be  summoned  to  the 
presence  of  royalty,  yet  neither  the  "  dread  and  fear  of 
kings,"  nor  the  anticipated  atmosphere  which  hedges  their 
presence,  could  deter  them  from  inaugurating  a  tour  of 
sight- seeing,  or  embracing  any  opportunity  for  visiting  such 
points  of  interest  as  were  within  reasonable  distance  of 
their  starting  centre. 

The  same  evening,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Minister  San- 
ford and  Captains  Pennock,  Le  Roy,  and  Wyman ;  Sur- 
geon Foltz ;  Lieut.-Commanders  Watson  and  Terry ;  Chap- 
lain "Wallace,  and  Messrs.  McKinley,  Kane,  and  Mont- 
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gomeiy,  the  Admiral  repaired  to  the  king's  palace,  and, 
immediately  thereafter,  had  the  pleasure  of  being  pre- 
sented to  and  then  dining  with  His  Majesty  King  Leopold 
II.,  whom  we  found  a  most  courtly  and  polished  gentle- 
man, very  easy  and  affable  in  his  manners,  and  very  much 
admired  by  his  constituency.  He  conversed  very  freely 
and  in  excellent  English  with  all  of  his  American  guests; 
both  before  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  banquet,  and  ap- 
peared much  pleased  with  the  visit  of  so  many  officers,  as 
well  as  with  their  professed  admiration  for  his  industrious 
and  enterprising  kingdom. 

His  Majesty  spoke  very  kindly  of  our  own  "  great  coun- 
try, '  and  said  it  was  so  vast  and  so  powerful  that  he  felt 
flattered  to  think  that  his  little  province  had  produced  such 
a  favorable  impression  upon  those  accustomed  to  such 
territorial  grandeur. 

The  royal  banquet  was  a  most  superb  one  in  every 
detail,  and  presented  the  most  brilliant  ooup  d''ml  I  have 
ever  witnessed. 

There  were  about  sixty  covers;  all  the  most  distin- 
guished officers  of  the  Government  and  the  members  of 
the  diplomatic  corps  were  present,  with  prominent  officers 
of  the  army,  among  whom  the  Americans  were  distributed. 
The  Admiral  occupied  the  post  of  honor,  and  His  Majesty 
and  himself  became  so  much  absorbed  in  conversation  that 
they  well-nigh  forgot  to  leave  the  table  at  the  appointed 
time ;  and  when  all  adjourned  to  the  adjoining  saloon,  the 
first  expression  that  met  the  ear  alluded  to  the  friendship 
seemingly  established  between  the  royal  host  and  his  dis- 
tinguished guest. 
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On  the  following  day,  he,  with  Mrs.  Farragut  and  Cap- 
tains Pennock,  Le  Hoy,  and  "Wynaan  were  invited  to 
breakfast  with  the  Queen,  Henrietta  Maria,  at  the  King's 
summer  palace  at  Laeken,  fresh  with  associations  of  the 
first  Napoleon  ;  and  on  repairing  thither  at  the  appointed 
hour,  found  a  large  company,  comprising  the  household 
staif,  the  diplomatic  corps,  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  waiting, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanford,  prepared  to  unite  in  a  gene- 
ral welcome. 

The  deje'&ner  was  naturally  a  very  elegant  one,  and, 
when  concluded,  the  Queen  invited  Mrs.  Farragut  to. 
drive  with  her,  in  a  little  basket  carriage,  along  the 
lovely  avenues  of  the  palace  grounds,  and  as  they  drove, 
conversed  freely  with  her  about  the  topics  of  the  day ; 
while  the  Admiral  enjoyed  a  quiet  stroll  with  the  King 
along  the  same  beautiful  paths,  and  exchanged  sentiments 
upon  the  political  atmosphere  of  Europe,  His  Majesty  not 
hesitating  to  admit  the  truth  of  the  saying,  that  "  uneasy 
lies  the  head  that  wears  a  crown." 

The  royal  entertainers  were  very  kind  and  courteous  to 
their  guests,  both  manifesting  great  interest  in  our  country, 
and  expressing  the  hope  that  at  some  future  day  they  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the  United  States. 

It  was  at  this  deje-dner  that  the  King  asked  Mrs.  Farra- 
gut what  the  lawyers  would  term  a  leading  question,  sayv 
ing,  "Mrs.  Farragut,  of  all  the  countries  you  have  visited, 
which  one  do  you  prefer  ? "  The  politic  witness  replied  with 
GSi^{i2i\.  Jmesse,  "If  your  Majesty  will  excuse  me  from  an- 
swering that  question,  and  ask  me  which  I  admire  the 

least,  I  will  be  happy  to  reply."     His  Majesty  at  once  said, 
15 
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"  Well,  then,  which  holds  the  least  place  in  your  estima- 
tion ? "    "Whereupon  Mrs.  Farragut  immediately  answered, 

" ,"  upon  which  the  King  laughed  heartily  and 

added,  "  I  agree  with  you  perfectly !  " 

The  next  day  was  devoted  to  a  pilgrimage  to  one  of  the 
great  fields  upon  the  issues  of  which  hinged  the  destinies 
of  Europe. 

The  Admiral  had  always  promised  himself  an  excursion 
to  Waterloo,  and,  accompanied  by  Captains  Pennock  and 
Le  Eoy,  and  Messrs.  McKinley  and  Montgomery,  he 
succeeded  in  accomplishing  the  tour,  and  there  realised 
one  of  the  dreams  of  his  ambition. 

We  drove  out  through  the  memorable  forest  of  Soi- 
gnies,  over  a  beautiful  road,  the  same  one  over  which 
tramped  the  English  army  on  the  night  of  the  eventful 
17th  of  June,  1815,  in  the  midst  of  their  carnival  in  Bel- 
gium's capital,  when 

'■  The  mustering  squadron  and  the  clattering  oar 
Went  pouring  forward  with  impetuous  speed, 
And  swiftly  forming  in  the  ranks  of  war." 

Our  chaperon  was  one  Pilsen,  a  true  Britisher, 
whose  father  was  in  the  7th  Hussars,  who  fought  desper- 
ately in  that  world's  great  battle ;  and  escorted  by  him, 
we  visited  all  parts  of  that  historic  field,  commencing  at 
Hougomont,  the  right  of  the  English  line  and  the  key  to 
their  position ;  then  passing  to  the  left,  and  finally  ascend- 
ing to  the  summit  of  the  "  Belgian  Mound,"  from  which 
we  enjoyed  a  grand  bird's-eye  view  of  the  entire  scene. 

In  passing  along  the  ridge  behind  which  the  Guards 
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were  stationed,  the  ardor  of  our  enthusiastic  guide  could 
not  be  restrained,  and  he  narrated  all  the  details  of  that 
last  grand  charge  of  the  impetuous  Ney,  and  his  e3'e8 
flashed  with  patriotic  fire  as  he  repeated  Wellington's 
laconic  order,  "  Hup  Guards  and  hat  them !  " 

The  Admiral  was  delighted  with  his  visit,  and  said 
that  for  the  first  time  he  thoroughly  understood  the 
disposition  of  the  two  great  armies  on  that  field,  and  the 
general  plan  of  the  attack  and  defence ;  and  on  our 
return  over  the  high  road  built  by  Napoleon  le  Grand, 
the  battle  of  Waterloo  was  most  carefully  ventilated  and 
discussed. 

On  tlie  evening  of  June  11th,  the  Admiral,  with 
Mrs.  Farragut  and  staff,  were  very  handsomely  entertained 
at  a  banquet  given  in  their  honor  by  the  United  States 
Minister,  Mr.  Sanford,  at  which  were  assembled  many 
of  the  principal  officials  of  Belgium  and  the  representa- 
tives of  foreign  countries ;  among  them,  M.  Frere  Orban, 
President  of  Council ;  M.  Van  der  Stichelen,  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs;  M.  Bara,  of  Justice;  M.  Kenard,  of  War; 
M.  Jamar,  of  Public  Works  ;  M.  Doley,  President  of  House 
of  Kepresentatives  ;  M.  Eogier,  Minister  of  State ;  Baron 
Lambermont,  Secretary-General  of  Foreign  Affairs;  M. 
Van  Praet,  Minister  of  King's  Household ;  Count  Van  der 
Straten-Ponthoz,  Grand  Marshal  of  the  Court ;  Viscount 
Conway,  Intendant  of  Civil  List ;  M.  Devaux,  Chef  de 
Cabinet  of  the  King ;  Generals  Du  Pont  and  Bormann, 
Aids-de-camp  to  the  King,  the  latter  the  inventor  of  the 
Bormomn  fuse ;  Prince  Orloff,  Minister  of  Eussia ; 
Count  de  Barral  de  Monteauvrard,  of  Italy ;  M.  Jabat, 
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of  Spain,  and  M.  de  Mansbacli,  of  Sweden  and  Norway ; 
with  M.  Anspach,  Bui'gomaster  of  Brussels. 

The  Admiral  received  the  greatest  attention  at  this 
magnificent  ovation,  and  was  the  lion  of  the  evening 
among  all  the  dignitaries  surrounding  him.  He  bore  his 
honors  meekly,  and  passed  through  the  ordeal  with  his 
usual  sang  froid  and  honhomie. 

On  the  moi-ning  of  June  12th,  after  having  visited  a 
number  of  the  prominent  objects  of  attraction  in  this  gay 
and  beautiful  capital — well  styled  Paris  in  miniature — 
and  examined  her  most  famous  wonders,  there  was  a 
grand  scattering  of  the  forces  to  all  points  of  the  compass. 
Some  started  off  to  Paris  in  reality ;  others  to  the  Upper 
Khine  and  Switzerland,  to  enjoy  a  locomotive  trip  to  that 
sublime  region ;  some  returned  to  the  ship,  to  "  give 
others  a  chance"  to  see  the  wonders  in  Belgium;  while 
the  Admiral,  with  his  accustomed  body-guard,  made  a 
rapid  movement  to  the  eastward,  having  Krupp's  world- 
famous  foundery  in  Prussia  as  the  ultima  thule  of  his 
trip. 

Taking  the  railroad  to  Cologne,  we  passed  oyer  a  beau- 
tiful country,  meeting  with  every  evidence  of  plenty  ; — -the 
Admiral  and  Captain  Le  Koy  stopping  at  Liege  to  examine 
the  government  manufactory  of  small  arms,  under  the 
escort  of  a  Belgian  officer,  detailed  by  the  Commander- 
in-chief  of  the  army ; — enjoyed  a  passing  glimpse  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  the  home  of  Charlemagne,  and  the  richly-culti- 
vated province  beyond  ;  and  after  a  journey  made  pleas- 
ant by  the  surroundings,  reached  the  "  odoriferous  "  city, 
where  there  was  a  reunion  of  the  party  the  same  evening. 


KEUPP  S    FOUNDEET.  341 

The  principal  objects  of  attraction  in  this  anything  but 
sweet -smelling  city — the  famous  Cathedral,  associated 
with  which  is  a  terrible  legend  which  gives  to  his  Satanic 
Majesty  the  full  credit  of  being  the  original  architect,  and 
the  equally  famous  manufactory  of  Johann  Maria  Fari- 
na's best  extract  —  were  dispatched  with  wonderful 
celerity,  and  on  the  mori'ow  the  Admiral  was  continuing 
on  his  way  through  Diisseldorf  to  the  great  idol  of  his 
heart's  desires,  whose  hammers  are  unceasingly  thumping 
away  within  the  village  of  Essen,  Prussia,  where  eight 
thousand  men  find  constant  employment  in  the  greatest 
foundery  in  the  world,  covering  an  area  of  three  hundred 
acres. 

In  speaking  of  this  immense  establishment  in  his 
report.  Admiral  Farragut  says  that  "  Bessemer  steel  is 
manufactured  in  every  possible  way ;  guns  of  the  largest 
calibre  and  small  arms  to  any  extent  are  turned  out ;  car- 
wheels  and  railroad  bars  also,  and  I  was  much  astonished 
to  hear  that  Mr.  Krupp  had  very  large  orders  from  Can- 
ada and  the  United  States  for  tlieir  wheels  and  bars.   .   .  . 

"  I  could  not  pretend  to  name  the  number  of  founderies 
in  operation,  but  the  superintendent  informed  me  that 
there  were  forty-five  steam  hammers  in  use,  of  all  sizes, 
from  fifty  tons  weight  down  to  half  a  ton. 

"  Mr.  Krupp  was  absent  in  St.  Petersburg  at  the  time 
of  my  visit,  but  the  superintendent  very  kindly  showed 
me  around  the  works,  and  explained  everything  to  my 
full  satisfaction." 

While  the  Admiral  was  quietly  enjoying  himself  in 
watching  those  interesting  operations,  inquiring  particu- 
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larly  into  the  minutest  details,  and  making  notes  for 
future  reference  and  use,  and  then  "  swinging  around  the 
lesser  circle,"  whose  radiiis  extended  from  Cologne  as  a 
centre  to  a  perimeter  of  about  one  hundred  miles,  embra- 
cing the  western  provinces  of  Prussia,  the  author  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  to  make  a  rapid  tour  up  the 
vine-covered  banks  of  the  Ehine,  passing  "  the  castled 
crag  of  Drachenfels,"  through  Coblentz,  Majence,  Bingen, 
Darmstadt,  Heidelberg,  Carlsruhe,  Basle,  Neuchatel, 
Lausanne,  to  Geneva. 

Thence  steaming  over  Lake  Leman,  he  stopped  at  Yevay, 
Montreux,  and  Clarens ;  made  a  rapid  pilgrimage  to  the 

"  Seven  pillars  of  Gothic  mould 
In  Chillon's  dungeon  deep  and  old," 

and  thence  ascended  through  the  pass  of  Vernayaz  to  the 
"  monarch  of  mountains,"  and  there  realized  a  long-cher- 
is-hed  dream  of  gazing  upon  the  Alps — 

"  The  palace  of  Nature,  whose  vast  walls 

Have  pinnacled  in  clouds  their  snowy  scalps, 
And  throned  Eternity  in  icy  halls 
Of  cold  suhUmity,  where  forms  and  falls 

The  avalanche — the  thunderbolt  of  snow  I 
All  that  expEinds  the  spirit,  yet  appals. 

Gather  around  these  summits, — as  to  show 
How  Earth  may  pierce  to  Heaven,  yet  leave  vain  man  below." 

Descending  by  the  T^te-noire  and  Col  de  Balme,  he 
returned  through  Montreux  and  Lausanne ;  thence  visited 
Berne,  the  beautiful  Swiss  capital ;  passed  over  a  most 
delightful  railroad,  in  full  view  of  the  Oberland  summits, 
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to  Thun  ;  continued  on  to  Interlachen ;  looked  upon  the 
"  hoary  Jungfrau  "  and  the  Stauhbach ;  descended  Lake 
Brienz  ;  crossed  over  the  Brunig  pass  to  Lucerne  ;  sailed 
over  that  lovely  lake,  which  stands  unrivalled  in  Europe ; 
and  finally  passed  on  to  "  the  margin  of  fair  Zurich's 
waters,"  and  visited  the  city,  making  a  halt  at  Zug ;  then, 
flanking  off  to  Basle  and  Strasbourg,  rejoined  the  flag- 
ship, much  delighted  with  the  excursion,  more  than  ever 
confirmed  as  a  landsman,  and  more  thoroughly  convinced 
of  the  inspiriting  glories  of  the  mountain  scenery  of  Swit- 
zerland. 


I 


CHAPTEK  XXXIV. 

RECEPTION    OF   KING   AND    QUEEN    OF  BELGIUM   OFF    OSTEND 

AEEIVAIi   AT   SOUTHAMPTON VISIT   TO  EDINBUEGH,  ABBOTS- 

FOED,    GLASGOW,    AND   DIFFEEENT   PLACES    IN    ENGLAND. 

A  DMIKAL  FAREAGUT  returned  to  his  flag-ship,  still 
"^^  lying  off  Flushing,  the  special  object  of  admiration 
to  the  Netherlanders,  on  the  20th  day  of  June ;  and  His 
Majesty  King  Leopold  having  expressed  an  earnest  desire 
to  visit  the  ship  off  Ostend,  he  at  once  notified  our  Minis- 
ter, Mr.  Sanford,  that,  if  agreeable  to  the  King,  he  would 
be  happy  to  receive  him  on  board  off  that  place  on  the 
morning  of  the  22d  instant. 

Accompanied  by  the  Ticonderoga,  he  sailed  from  Flush- 
ing on  the  21st,  and  early  on  the  following  morning  arrived 
off  Ostend,  when  every  preparation  was  speedily  made  to 
receive  the  royal  visitors. 

On  this  occasion  the  fates  seemed  to  have  taken  up  aa-ms 
against  us,  and  we  experienced  the  first  bad  weather  upon 
a  reception-day.  The  fountains  of  heaven  were  literally 
opened,  and  the  rain  came  down  in  pitiless  torrents ;  yet, 
notwithstanding  this  unpropitious  omen,  their  Majesties  of 
Belgium,  attended  by  the  ladies  in  waiting,  the  King's 
suite,  foreign  ministers,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanford,  heroi- 
cally braved  the  elemental  storm,  and  fulfilled  their  mis- 
sion with  an  indifference  which  savored  very  strongly  of 
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the  very  "  attribute"  of  royalty.  When  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  flag-ship,  the  King  and  Queen  were  transferred 
to  the  Admiral's  barge  and  conveyed  to  the  frigate,  and 
upon  passing  over  the  starboard  gangway  were  received 
with  royal  honors,  the  yards  of  the  FromJclin  and  the 
Ticonderoga  being  manned,  and  national  salutes  fired  by 
both  vessels. 

Upon  ai^pearing  on  deck,  their  Majesties  were  cordially 
received  by  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut  and  all  the  offi- 
cers, en  grande  tenue ;  and  while  the  band  was  quietly 
discoursing  the  Belgian  national  air,  they  were  escorted 
through  the  ship,  which  seemed  to  interest  them  more  than 
usual,  from  the  fact  that  their  own  kingdom  does  not  boast 
of  a  navy. 

After  visiting  the  various  decks  and  engine-room,  the 
crew  were  exercised  for  the  edification  of  the  royal  in- 
spectors ;  and  the  weather  having  suddenly  changed  its 
intentions  and  favored  us  with  a  brilliant  atmosphere,  a 
target  was  thrown  overboard,  conducted  to  a  respectable 
distance,  and  fired  at  by  both  ships.  Fortunately  for  our 
reputation  as  marksmen  of  Daniel  Boone  accuracy,  the 
practice  was  remarkably  fine,  and  the  target  received  a 
battering  which  would  have  sent  the  biggest  iron-clad  to 
her  last  resting-place  in  the  deep,  deep  sea,  long  before 
the  shattered  barrels  ceased  to  show  their  wrecks  above 
the  water. 

His  Majesty,  accompanied  by  Admiral  Farragut,  then 
visited  the  Ticmd&i'oga,  and  thoroughly  examined  that 
model  ship,  whose  discipline  and  order  could  not  be  sur- 
passed ;  and  after  returning  to  the  flag-ship,  the  royal 
15* 
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party  partook  of  refreshments  in  the  Admiral's  cabin,  and 
talked  freely  and  unreservedly  of  the  great  pleasure  de- 
rived from  their  visit,  and  of  their  high  appreciation  of  the 
greatness  of  the  nation  so  well  represented  off  their  coast. 

After  remaining  on  board  for  nearly  four  hours,  and  by 
their  friendly  and  genial  manner  attaching  to  themselves 
all  with  whom  they  were  brought  in  contact,  the  royal  visit- 
ors reluctantly  took  their  departure,  leaving  the  flag-ship 
with  the  same  honors  with  which  they  had  been  greeted, 
the  yards  being  manned,  salutes  fired,  and  the  band  per- 
forming their  national  melody. 

Before  returning  to  Ostend,  the  royal  yacht,  freighted 
with  the  head  of  a  kingdom,  passed  around  the  Franldin, 
those  on  board  cheering  and  receiving  cheers,  waving 
adieux,  and  receiving  glad  acknowledgments ;  after  which 
she  disappeared  in  the  misty  outline  of  the  coast,  the  flag- 
ship resumed  her  republican  simplicity,  and  her  oiBcers 
mused,  under  the  narcotic  influences  of  the  popular  weed, 
upon  their  associations  with  royalty. 

On  the  following  morning,  accompanied  by  the  Tioonde- 
roga,  the  Franklin  was  placed  on  her  course  for  Southamp- 
ton, and  arrived  off  that  city  early  on  the  24th  of  June, 
anchoring  opposite  the  great  naval  hospital,  and  in  full 
view  of  the  noble  ruins  of  Netley  Abbey  on  one  side  and  of 
the  extensive  plains  of  the  New  Forest  du-ectly  opposite. 

The  Swatara  was  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  and  the  Oa- 
nandaigua  had  been  expected  from  Toulon ;  but  learn- 
ing by  telegram  that  she  would  be  delayed  for  several 
days,  the  Admiral  yielded  to  the  importunities  of  his  rest- 
less suite,  and  consented  to  join  in  a  pilgrimage  to  the 


SCOTLAND.  347 

"land  o'  cakes  and  usquebaugh,"  the  home  of  his  maternal 
ancestry. 

"With  this  object  in  view,  he  took  French  leave  of  his 
flag-ship  on  the  morning  of  June  26th,  and,  accompanied 
by  Mrs.  Farragut,  Mrs.  Pennock,  and  his  staif,  turned  his 
face  northwardly,  and  after  passing  through  London,  York 
(where  a  stop  was  made  to  examine  the  splendid  cathedral 
and  old  castle),  and  over  a  country  rich  in  agricultural 
development,  reached  the  beautiful  city  of  Edinburgh, 
where,  owing  to  the  absence  of  all  diplomats  and  consuls, 
he  was  permitted  the  rare  enjoyment  of  being  the  second 
"  great  unknown  "  in  the  very  atmosphere  of  him  who 
once  bore  that  mysterious  title. 

Our  sojourn  in  the  metropolis  of  Scotland  extended 
over  several  days,  during  which  period  we  became  deeply 
interested  in  its  many  associations  with  ancient  and  modern 
times.  Tiie  "  tragical-historical "  Palace  of  Holyrood,  with 
its  records  replete  with  memories  of  Mary  Stuart,  was  a  per- 
fect Mecca  to  us ;  and  thence  passing  along  tlie  old  Canon- 
gate  to  the  famous  Castle,  with  Mons  Meg  perched  on  its 
summit,  we  were  shown  the  "Heart  of  Midlothian,"  the 
house  and  home  of  John  Knox,  the  old  Tolbooth,  and 
many  other  places  immortalized  by  the  author  of  Waverley. 

The  beautiful  monument  to  Sir  "Walter  Scott  which 
adorns  Princes  Street  is  an  object  of  special  attraction.  It 
is  chaste  and  elegant  in  its  design  and  finish,  and  graceful 
and  symmetrical  in  its  proportions.  Those  erected  to  Play- 
fair,  Dngald  Stewart,  Nelson,  and  others,  which  stud  Cal- 
ton  Hill,  are  small  in  comparison,  but  serve  to  show  a 
people's  gratitude  and  appreciation. 
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The  view  from  the  Calton  Hill  is  exceedingly  pictu- 
resque, and  embraces  the  wide  range  of  country  extending 
from  the  Frith  of  Forth  to  the  distant  hills  of  Pentland, 
Braid,  and  Lammermuir,  all  commemorated  bj  the  inspired 
pen  of  the  great  Wizard  of  the  North. 

"While  in  Edinburgh  we  were  much  struck  with  the 
unusually  general  observance  of  Sunday.  In  that  city  it 
is  strictly  a  day  of  rest  from  labor,  the  people  doing  no 
manner  of  work  ;  and  the  contrast  is  striking  between  its 
tranquillity  and  the  gay,  frolicsome  scenes  of  continental 
capitals. 

Before  leaving  this  city  we  followed  the  footsteps  of  all 
modern  travellers,  and  made  a  rapid  tour  to  the  home  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott ;  stopping  first  at  Melrose  Abbey,  to  med- 
itate within  its  stately  ruins  over  the  tombs  of  the  Black 
Douglas  and  Sir  Michael  Scott,  and  then  continuing  on  to 
Abbotsford,  where  we  remained  several  hours,  enjoying  a 
spirit  association  with  the  late  gifted  proprietor,  whose 
relics  are  there  jealously  preserved  to  attest  his  popularity. 
The  Admiral  was  specially  delighted  with  the  long  rifle  and 
the  leathern  purse  of  the  famous  Bob  Boy,  and  derived 
more  satisfaction  in  recalling  the  freebooter's  exploits  than 
in  listening  to  the  stories  of  jewelled  gifts  even  from  the 
great  Napoleon. 

From  this  interesting  home  we  drove  to  Dryburgh 
Abbey,  within  the  crumbling,  ivy-crowned  walls  of  which 
majestic  ruin  slumber  the  remains  of  the  author  of 
Waverley. 

It  is  a  lovely  spot  on  the  banks  of  the  gentle  Tweed, 
and  is  alone  an  ample  recompense  for  a  visit  to  Scotland. 
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Leaving  Edinburgh,  the  Admiral  and  his  suite  pursued  a 
westward  course,  and  passing  by  Bannockbarn  and  Ster- 
ling Castle,  took  the  delightful  route  through  Lochs  Katrine, 
Awe,  Yennachar,  and  Lomond  to  Glasgow;  having  a 
superb  view  of  the  Trosachs,  and  the  entire  country  so 
beautifully  described  in  the  "  Lady  of  the  Lake; "  and 
reaching  the  great  commercial  city  on  the  same  evening. 

Shortly  after  arriving  in  Glasgow,  he  was  officially 
visited  by  the  American  Consul,  General  Duff,  who  in  the 
course  of  the  morning  presented,  in  accordance  with  their 
own  request,  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city. 
These,  having  been  informed  of  the  contemplated  visit 
of  the  naval  hero  to  their  metropolis,  had  at  once  resolved 
to  call  in  a  body  and  present  him  a  fitting  welcome. 

From  these  gentlemen  the  Admiral  received  every 
attention  during  his  short  sojourn  in  that  great  commer- 
cial emporium,  and  was  escorted  by  them  to  all  places 
of  interest  within  reach,  and  to  the  immense  ship-yards 
of  Messrs.  N"apier  &  Sons,  and  Eandolph,  Elder  &  Co.,  in 
both  of  which  he  was  received  with  a  cordiality  exceed- 
ingly gratifying. 

In  his  official  report  upon  this  visit  the  Admiral  says : 

"  These  yards  are  very  extensive,  having  many  vessels 
on  the  stocks,  there  being  in  the  latter  no  less  than  thirteen, 
amounting  to  upward  of  24,000  tons.  What  particularly 
interested  me  was  to  see  the  varieties  in  building.  Some 
were  entirely  of  iron;  some,  iron  frames  with  wooden 
stem  and  stem-post,  and  wooden  planking.  *  *  There 
were  also  two  armor-plated  frigates,  and  a  vessel  of  war  on 
Cole's  turreted  principle,  differing  only  in  bringing  the 
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deck  flush  with  the  base  of  the  turret,  which  made  a  height 
of  ten  or  eleven  feet  between  decks." 

Further  on  he  adds  :  "Mr.  Napier  and  Mr.  Elder  were 
very  kind  in  showing  us  everything  in  their  respective 
dock-yards,  and  I  feel  much  indebted  to  them  for  their 
great  courtesy. 

"  Mr.  Napier  extended  me  an  invitation  to  be  present  at 
the  oflBcial  trial  trip  of  a  ram,  built  by  his  firm  for  the 
Dutch  Government,  which,  unfortunately,  I  did  not  receive 
in  time ;  and  before  leaving  kindly  sent  me  photographic 
views  of  many  of  the  best  vessels  he  had  constructed." 

Within  these  professional  precincts  Admiral  Farragut 
was  in  his  element,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he 
could  be  persuaded  to  return  to  his  hotel,  to  partake  of 
a  very  sumptuous  entertainment  prepared  by  the  authori- 
ties. Upon  this  happy  occasion  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  thanks  to  the  officials  who  surrounded  him, 
not  only  for  the  pleasure  they  had  given  him  in  offering  so 
many  facilities  for  visiting  the  chief  points  of  interest  in 
their  great  city,  but  for  the  very  flattering  manner  in  which 
they  had  spoken  of  his  country,  and  extended  him  so  much 
kindness  and  hospitality  as  its  representative. 

After  the  interchange  of  friendly  sentiments  to  an  extent 
which  might  have  caused  Dominie  Sampson  to  exclaim, 
'■'■prodigious  !  "  the  parties  separated  for  the  night,  mutu- 
ally pleased  with  the  international  courtesies  which  had 
been  the  order  of  the  day. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  Admiral,  having  learned 
by  telegram  of  the  arrival  of  the  Cancundaigua,  made  a 
hasty  exit  from  Glasgow  and  proceeded  to  Southampton, 
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stopping  en  route  at  Oxford,  simply  to  rest  from  the 
fatigue  of  the  long  railway  journey  of  four  hundred  good 
English  miles. 

In  the  mean  time  the  author,  with  Mr.  Brownell,  made 
a  slight  diversion  from  the  beaten  track,  passed  over  to 
Kenilworth  Castle,  saw  the  stately  Queen  in  imagination 
entering  those  lordly  walls,  and  then  visited  Warwick  and 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  where  they  had  the  excruciating 
mortification  to  hear  an  aged  lady  of  nearly  four  score 
years  confess  that,  although  she  had  lived  all  her  life 
opposite  the  house  in  which  had  resided  the  inspired  bard 
of  Avon,  she  had  never  crossed  its  portal ;  but  neverthe- 
less 'believed  it  was  the  home  of  Shakspeare  ! 

After  a  short  and  most  agreeable  visit  to  true  English 
homes  in  South  Wales,  Monmouthshire,  and  Herefordshire, 
wherein  that  expressive  word  finds  most  beautiful  illus- 
tration, a  general  return  of  the  wandering  tribes  was 
made  to  the  quarters  of  the  Frcmklin,  to  muse  over 
the  past  few  weeks  of  recreation  and  amusement,  and  to 
prepare  for  other  and  very  different  scenes  in  the  far- 
distant  East. 


CHAPTEE  XXXV, 

ENTEETAINMENT    IN    LONDON VISIT    OF    PEINCE     OF   WALES, 

DUKE     OF     EDINBTJEGH,    AND    DtPXE     OF     SAXE    OOBOTTEG 

SCENES   AT  SOUTHAMPTON ENTERTAINMENT  ON  BOAED  THE 

GALATEA EBCEPTION     AT     OSBOENE      HOUSE     BY      QUEEN 

VIOTOEIA. 

01^  the  morning  of  July  10th  Admiral  Farragut 
proceeded  to  London,  to  attend  a  banquet  given  by 
Ml'.  Bierstadt  to  Professor  Henry  W.  Longfellow,  then 
"  starring "  through  England,  and  being  lionized  by  the 
savans  throughout  the  kingdom. 

During  his  temporary  absence  the  M'anMin  was 
officially  visited  by  Prince  Alfred,  commanding  Her 
Majesty's  ship  Galatea,  who  was  most  cordially  received 
by  Commodore  Pennock  and  Captain  Le  Koy. 

Until  the  officer  of  the  deck  politely  requested  to  know 
what  name  he  should  announce  to  the  Commodore,  and 
received  for  a  response  "the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,"  he  had 
not  supposed  that  he  was  addressing  a  scion  of  the  royal 
household;  for  the  watchful  Quartermaster  had  simply 
reported  "  an  English  Captain  coming  alongside,  sir,"  and 
the  officer,  recognizing  but  the  naval  rank,  had  received 
him  accordingly,  and  then  smiled  at  his  indifference. 

The  good-natured  and  very  popular  Prince  seemed 
rather  to  enjoy  the  joke,  and  after  remaining  some  time 
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on  board,  examiniDg  the  frigate  very  carefully,  and  con- 
versing freely  with  the  officers  escorting  him  about  the 
recent  improvements  in  gunnery,  took  friendly  leave,  at 
the  same  time  inviting  the  Admiral,  his  commanding 
officers,  and  staff  to  dine  -with  him  on  the  12th  inst.,  on 
board  the  Galatea. 

On  his  return  from  London,  Admiral  Farragut  found 
the  following  communication  awaiting  a  reply  : — 

"  Town  Clerk's  Office, 
Southampton,  July  7th,  1868. 
"  SiE : — I  am  directed  by  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  to 
convey  to  you  their  extreme  pleasure  at  your  arrival  at 
this  port  with  the  squadron  under  your  command. 

"  The  Mayor  and  Corporation,  ever  anxious  to  pay  every 
tribute  of  respect  and  esteem  to  the  great  nation  repre- 
sented by  you  on  the  present  occasion,  request  you  and 
the  officers  under  your  command  will  honor  them  by 
attending  a  mimicipal  entertainment  in  celebration  of 
your  arrival  at  this  port. 

"  The  Mayor  and  Corporation  trust  it  will  be  convenient 
and  agreeable  for  you  to  accept  the  present  invitation; 
and  they  desire  me  to  add,  that  they  will  be  most  happy 
to  consult  your  convenience  as  to  the  day  upon  which  the 
entertainment  should  take  place. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir, 
"  Tour  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  "  Chaeles  E.  Deacon, 

"Town  Clerk. 
"  To  Admttial  Fabragut." 
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The  Admiral  replied  at  once  to  this  tender  of  a  compli- 
mentary dinner,  stating  that  his  official  duties  would  not 
permit  him  to  accept  the  invitation  ;  otherwise  he  would 
be  most  happy  to  meet  the  civil  authorities  in  the  manner 
proposed. 

During  the  same  evening  he  also  received  a  letter  from 
Captain  Arrow.  K.N.,  informing  him  that  the  Prince  of 
"Wales  desired  to  visit  him  on  the  following  day,  if  the 
time  specified  would  be  agreeable.  Accordingly,  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th  the  flag-ship  was  placed  in  readiness 
to  receive  any  and  every  sovereign  in  Europe  with  the 
most  smiling  welcome,  and  at  ten  o'clock  the  royal  yacht 
Victoria  and  Albert  was  announced  alongside,  and  imme- 
diately thereafter  the  future  King  of  England,  accompa-' 
nied  by  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  Duke 
of  Saxe  Cobourg,  came  on  board,  and  was  received  with  all 
the  honors  due  to  his  rank,  the  yards  being  manned  and 
a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns  fired,  with  the  royal  standard 
floating  at  the  main,  and  the  band  playing  "  God  save  the 
Queen !  " 

The  Prince  visited  all  parts  of  the  ship,  and  appeared 
much  delighted  with  the  inspection  (for  the  FranMin 
certainly  looked  as  neat  and  trim  as  rubbing  and  scrubbing 
could  make  her) ;  and  on  his  departure  the  same  honors 
were  repeated. 

The  log  of  the  flag-ship  presents  few  incidents  more 
pleasant  in  their  associations  or  more  suggestive  of  the  good 
results  of  these  international  courtesies  than  the  visits  of 
these  two  members  of  the  royal  family  during  our  sojourn 
in  Southampton  water.     They  are  pleasant  and  afi'able  in 
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their  manners,  liberal  in  their  views,  frank  and  straight- 
forward in  their  intercourse  with  men,  and  possess  an  ad- 
miration for  our  own  country  which  they  never  hesitated 
to  express,  and  all  who  were  thrown  in  contact  with  them 
retain  the  most  agreeable  reminiscences  of  their  several 
visits. 

On  the  same  day  the  Admiral  received  a  very  kind  note 
from  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  residing  near  JSTetley  Abbey, 
which  is  so  characteristic  of  the  sailor  that  we  cannot 
withhold  its  insertion. 


"  13th  July,  Sydney  Lodge. 

"Admiral  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke  presents  his  compli- 
ments to  Admiral  Farragut,  and  begs  to  say  that  he  is  now 
resident  at  the  above  address.  He  is  lame,  and  has  difficulty 
in  boarding  ship,  or  he  should  wait  in  person  on  Admiral 
Farragut. 

"  The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  hopes  that  he  may  be  able  in 
some  way  to  gain  Admiral  Farragut's  friendship. 

"AdmiraIj  Pakbagut,  it.  S.  Navy." 

The  Admiral  waived  ceremony,  "stood  not  upon  the 
order  of  going,"  but  went  at  once,  with  his  staff,  to  Sydney 
Lodge,  where  he  was  most  cordially  welcomed,  and  ten- 
dered a  public  dinner,  which  he  was  compelled  to  decline 
by  reason  of  his  anticipated  departure. 

Between  the  hours  devoted  to  ceremonies  in  this  port, 
the  officers  gladly  availed  themselves  of  several  invitations 
to  visit  very  hospitable  families  residing  along  the  shore  in 
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beautiful  country  residences,  which  made  all  landsmen, 
and  such  seamen  as  desired  to  realize  the  comforts  of 
home,  absolutely  break  the  tenth  commandment,  and  covet 
with  all  their  hearts  their  fortunate  neighbors'  houses.  In 
these  visitations  to  General  Wimbraham  and  Dr.  Mac- 
kinnon,  near  Netley  Abbey,  Americans  and  English  united 
most  fraternally  in  the  absorbing  amusement  of  croquet,  at 
times  sustaining  the  national  reputation,  and  at  others 
ruining  it  beyond  the  hope  of  resurrection. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  a  large  party  visited  the 
ship,  and  made  themselves  and.  the  officers  unusually  happy 
for  several  hours,  or  until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Moran,  our 
Charge  cC Affaires  at  London,  when  orders  went  forth  to 
prepare  for  a  change  of  base,  which  was  the  signal  for  their 
reluctant  departure. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  the  Fra/akUn  got  under  weigh, 
and,  followed  by  the  Canandaigua  and  Ticonderoga,  pro- 
ceeded down  to  Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  the  headquarters 
of  the  Tacht  Clubs,  where  we  anchored  between  the 
Galatea,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  and  the 
iron-clad  frigate  Hector,  exchanging  with  the  latter  a  com- 
plimentary salute  of  seventeen  guns. 

On  the  succeeding  day,  in  accordance  with  previous 
arrangements.  Admiral  Farragut,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Moran,  the  commanders  of  the  vessels,  and  part  of  his  staff, 
went  on  board  the  Galatea,  and  was  received  with  all 
honors,  and  cordially  welcomed  by  the  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh and  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Cobourg. 

Upon  the  subject  of  this  visit  the  Admiral  becomes  very 
eloquent,  and  in  his  report  states :  "  The  Prince  invited  us 
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to  go  round  his  ship,  which  we  did  with  great  pleasure 
and  found  her  a  model  vessel,  both  in  arrangement,  ven 
tilation,  and  cleanliness;  nothing  could  have  surpassed 
her  in  any  of  these  respects.  In  fact,  there  was  nothing 
that  did  not  bespeak  the  untiring  vigilance  and  industry 
of  the  executive  oflScers,  as  well  as  the  supervision  of  her 
commander. 

"  She  was  open  for  inspection  from  stem  to  stern,  and 
from  the  keelson  up,  and  in  every  way  reflected  the  great- 
est credit  upon  her  officers ;  while  the  readiness  with  which 
the  Prince  asked  questions  in  relation  to  similar  arrange- 
ments in  our  navy,  and  made  comparison  with  theirs, 
showed  that  he  was  well  posted  in  all  the  details  of  the 
naval  service." 

Upon  concluding  this  inspection  the  American  visitors 
partook  of  a  most  elegant  lunch,  and  then  accompanied 
the  Duke  to  Osborne  House,  stopping  en  route  to  examine 
the  royal  yacht  Victoria  a/iid  Albert,  also  a  model  of  naval 
architecture.  Upon  reaching  the  royal  country  residence 
of  "England's  gracious  Queen,"  they  were  presented  to 
Her  Majesty,  and  by  her  received  most  courteously — all 
the  glittering  surroundings  of  royalty  being  concealed 
entirely  beneath  the  domestic  comforts  of  the  faithful  wife 
and  devoted  mother. 

After  a  very  pleasant  interview,  during  which  Her 
Majesty  conversed  freely  with  the  Admiral  about  our 
country,  in  which  she  manifested  deep  interest,  the  party 
withdrew  and  were  chaperoned  by  Prince  Alfred  to  various 
parts  of  the  "  model  farm,"  and  to  the  museum  and  other 
buildings,  including  a  carpenter-shop  and  turning-room, 


358  THE   CRUISE   OF   THE   FEAlfKLIN. 

fitted  up  for  the  pleasure  and  instruction  of  the  youthful 
scions  of  the  family  during  the  lifetime  of  their  father. 

Altogether  this  visit  was  one  of  intense  pleasure  and 
interest,  and  revealed  much  of  that  home-life  which  is  the 
charm  and  boast  of  the  mother  country,  whose  people,  far 
less  progressive  than  their  "go-ahead"  descendants,  under- 
stand the  value  of  life,  and  enjoy  it  most  rationally  and 
comfortably. 

On  the  following  morning  the  Admiral,  with  Mrs.  Far- 
ragut,  Mrs.  Pennock,  and  the  author,  made  a  short  excur- 
sion inland  to  Oarisbrooke  Castle,  and  returned  through 
Osborne  grounds  to  the  frigate,  where  he  arrived  just  in 
time  to  receive  an  official  visit  from  the  Mayor  and  cor- 
porate authorities  of  Southampton,  who  were  shortly  after- 
ward followed  by  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Cobourg,  Prince 
Christian,  and  Admirals  Pasley  and  Warden,  all  of  whom 
were  complimented  with  the  customary  salutes  as  they 
respectively  passed  over  the  gangway. 

During  the  same  afternoon  he  received  a  package  from 
the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  containing  three  large-size  pic- 
tures of  the  Queen,  Prince  Albert,  and  himself,  accom- 
panying the  presentation  with  the  following  note  : — 

"H.  M.  S.  Galatea, 
"CowBS,  18tli  July,  1868. 
"  My  deae  Admieal  : — Tou  told  me  yesterday  that  you 
had  no  good  portrait  of  the  Queen.  I  therefore  send  you 
a  print  of  Her  Majesty,  which  I  hope  you  will  accept 
as  a  remembrance  of  your  visit  yesterday.  I  also  send  a 
print  of  my  father  and  one  of  myself.     Should  I  not  have 
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the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  again  before  you  sail,  I  wish 
you  a  pleasant  continuation  to  your  cruise,  and  a  safe 
return  home. 

"Believe  me 

"Yours  very  truly, 

"  Alfeed." 

The  Admiral  gladly  received  these  testimonials,  and 
carefully  stored  them  away  among  his  valuables,  and 
wrote  the  Prince  immediately,  thanking  him  for  his  very 
acceptable  present. 

This  evening  dropped  the  curtain  iipon  our  second  visit 
to  England,  and  filed  away  in  memory's  chamber  every 
recollection  of  our  agreeable  sojourn  among  the  older 
members  of  our  Saxon  family.  And  before  the  final 
departure  there  must  be  added  one  little  anecdote,  in 
order  of  time  pertaining,  to  the  former  of  the  Admiral's 
two  visits  to  England,  bat  equally  appropriate  here,  as  an 
instance  of  his  own  bonhomie,  as  well  as  of  that  easy 
cordiality  which  was  perhaps  the  pleasantest  of  all  the 
pleasant  traits  of  his  intercourse  with  the  best  people  of 
England.     The  story  is  this : — 

It  was  on  the  day  preceding  his  departure  from  London, 
when  her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Somerset  was  earnestly 
entreating  him  to  dine  with  her  for  the  fourth  time  on  the 
morrow,  that,  gratified  with  her  erwpressement  of  manner, 
he  grasped  her  hand  with  both  of  his  own  and  exclaimed, 
"  But,  my  dear  fellow,  it  is  impossible ! "  The  Duchess 
was  delighted  with  the  term  of  endearment,  claims  it  as 
a  legacy  from  Admiral  Earragut,  and  relates  it  with  the 
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liveliest  pleasui-e ;  while  the  latter  stoutly  denies  the  soft 
impeachment,  and  insists  upon  its  being  the  result  of  a 
collusion.  The  evidence  against  him,  however,  is  very 
strong,  and  if  the  case  was  submitted  to  a  jury,  they  would 
return  a  verdict  of  guilty  without  leaving  the  box. 

Orders  had  been  issued  to  prepare  for  sea  on  the  mor- 
row, and  we  knew  that  when  next  old  Time  in  his  flight 
brought  another  night  upon  us  we  would  be  far  away 
from  our  present  anchorage,  tossing  about  on  the  deep 
blue  sea,  on  our  way  to  the  distant  shores  of  the  Levant. 
Everything  was  full  of  preparation,  and  as  our  course 
had  been  decided  upon,  we  had  but  to  muse  over  past 
pleasures  and  anticipate  the  changes  incident  to  such  an 
extended  cruise  as  the  one  apon  which  we  were  about  to 
sail. 

The  mail-bag  that  night  was  laden  with  farewells  for 
friends  at  home,  and  with  assurances  of  further  corre- 
spondence from  the  Golden  Horn. 


CHAPTEE  XXXYI. 

UEmSE    TO     AND     AEEIVAL    AT     CONSTANTHSTOPLE THE     BOS- 

PHOEUS — OFFICIAL  VISITS  TO  MEMBEES  OF  TtTEKISH  CABI- 
NET AND  THE  DIPLOMATIC  COEPS — ^EECEPTION  BY  THE 
SULTAN VISIT   TO   BAZAAES. 

IT  would  be  a  difHcult  matter  to  present  a  faithful 
sketch  of  the  consternation  produced  among  the  oiii- 
cers  of  the  flag-ship  by  the  sudden  determination  of  the 
Admiral  to  return  to  the  Mediterranean,  for  the  purpose 
of  visiting  the  countries  skirting  the  northern  shores  of 
the  Levant.  Upon  such  occasions  it  is  very  natural  that 
all  interested  should  have  their  likes  and  dislikes,  their 
plans  and  projects,  and  these  had,  with  a  wonderful  unani- 
mity, settled  upon  the  attractive  provinces  of  Holland  and 
its  no  less  fascinating  neighbors,  for  the  sweets  of  German 
life  had  been  tasted,  and  unfortunately  generated  a  yearn- 
ing desire  for  a  larger  supply  of  the  same  cordial.  "When, 
however,  the  decision  was  made,  the  announcement  fell 
like  a  bombshell  in  a  quiet  camp,  and  the  disappointed 
visages  of  one  and  all  stretched  out  to  an  alarming  length, 
and  expressed  every  other  feeling  than  pleasure  at  the 
prospect  of  the  long  voyage  of  three  thousand  miles  to  the 
haunts  of  the  Mahometans. 

Fortunately,  the  first  shock  was  soon  over ;  a  reaction 

came,  with  its  philosophical  reasonings,  and  preparations 
16 
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for  the  coming  cruise  were  made  with  a  will  which 
savored  strongly  of  cheerfulness  under  necessity. 

The  necessary  preparations  for  sailing  having  been  com- 
pleted, the  Franhlm,  moved  away  from  her  anchorage  off 
Cowes  on  the  afternoon  of  July  19th,  and  passing  through 
the  picturesque  Solent  to  the  Needles,  entered  the  channel 
and  thence  was  headed  southwardly  on  her  course  toward 
Gibraltar.  In  the  mean  time  an  overland  party,  consisting 
of  Mrs.  Farragut,  Mrs.  Pennock,  Paymaster  Bradford, 
Dr.  Bannan,  Mr.  "Welles,  and  Mr.  Kane,  had  been  organ- 
ized to  travel  through  Central  Europe  to  Constantinople, 
af  which  city  they  hoped  to  meet  the  flag-ship.  As  the 
sequel  will  prove,  the  plan  was  well  arranged  and  admi- 
rably executed.  The  excursionists  passed  through  Paris 
to  Geneva;  thence  through  Switzerland  to  Vienna ;  thence 
to  Pesth  by  rail ;  down  the  Danube  in  a  steamer  to  Kust- 
chuk  in  Bulgaria ;  thence  to  Varna  on  the  Black  Sea, 
reaching  the  city  of  Stamboul  only  one  day  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Frolic  in  the  Bosphorus,  with  the  Admiral 
on  board. 

The  cruise  of  the  flag-ship  over  the  first  section  of  the 
route  was  unmarked  by  any  event  worthy  of  mention — 
all  journals  and  diaries  during  that  distance  being  lament- 
ably destitute  of  incidents.  Reading  was  the  order  of  the 
day  and  smoking  the  amusement  for  leisure  moments.  In 
the  cabin,  Badeau's  Life  of  General  Grant  furnished  the 
literary  food,  and  afforded  much  pleasure. 

On  the  seventh  day  out  the  frigate  was  hove  to  off 
Gibraltar  for  one  hour,  to  communicate  with  the  Frolic^ 
and  then,  blessed  for  once  with  a  favorable  wind,  which 


C0N8TA1ITIN0PLE.  36S 

tlie  sailors  attributed  to  tlie  absence  of  our  lady  pas- 
sengers, we  bounded  rapidly  up  the  blue  Mediterranean 
under  full  sail,  passed  between  Sicily  and  Malta,  the  tow- 
ering cone  of  Mount  Etna  distinctly  visible,  and  then 
coursed  gayly  through  the  narrow  Straits  of  Cervi,  which 
separate  the  Morea  from  Cerigo,  the  Oythera  of  the  ancients, 
and  interesting  from  their  fabulous  associations  and  the 
rugged  scenery  which  skirts  the  opposing  shores. 

Emerging  from  this  picturesque  passage,  our  course  was 
changed  more  northwardly,  and  passing  between  Milo  and 
Anti-Milo,  and  among  several  little  groups  of  islands  in 
the  Grecian  Archipelago,  anchored  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th  of  August  in  the  harbor  of  Syra,  the  capital  of 
an  island  of  the  same  name,  forming  one  of  the  Cyclades, 
and  noted  as  the  second  maritime  depot  in  the  kingdom 
of  Greece.  At  the  time  of  our  arrival  there  were  many 
vessels  in  this  port,  comprising  several  of  the  Austrian 
Lloyds,  as  many  Turkish  steamers,  some  Greek,  and  a  Cre- 
tan blockade-runner,  which  seemed  admirably  adapted  for 
her  mysterious  cruising. 

The  customary  salutes  were  speedily  exchanged  between 
the  flag-ship  and  a  battery  on  shore,  and  as  soon  as  the 
smoke  had  cleared  away  the  United  States  Consul  came  on 
board  to  greet  the  Admiral  and  his  officers,  and  shortly 
afterward  the  Governor  of  the  island,  who  was  received 
with  all  the  "  pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance  "  of  naval  eti- 
quette. That  functionary  bore  his  honors  meekly,  and 
simply  expressed  his  appreciation  of  the  "  greatness  thrust 
upon  him  "  by  significant  glances,  which  spoke  volumes  of 
secret  delight. 
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This  entire  day  was  devoted  by  the  people  to  a  national 
rejoicing  in  honor  of  the  birth  of  an  heir  to  the  Grecian 
throne,  which  important  news  had  been  communicated  by 
telegram  from  Athens,  and  was  hailed  as  a  fulfilment  of 
the  prophecy  that  a  Constantino  should  reign  in  Constan- 
tinople ;  and  as  it  was  also  memorable  in  our  own  history 
as  the  anniversary  of  Admiral  Farragut's  brilliant  achieve- 
ment in  Mobile  Bay,  it  received  due  commemoration 
on  board  ship  by  those  who  were  actors  in  that  severe 
ordeal. 

By  request  of  the  authorities  a  national  salute  was  fired 
at  meridian,  with  the  Greek  flag  displayed  and  the  ship 
dressed  in  recognition  of  the  joyous  event ;  and  the  hills 
around  resounded  with  sufficient  cannonading  to  justify 
the  belief  that  a  hostile  fleet  was  bombarding  the  city. 
On  the  same  evening  the  Admiral  transferred  his  flag  to 
the  Frolic^  Commander  Harmony,  and,  accompanied  by 
Captain  Le  Eoy,  Commander  Shirk,  Dr.  Foltz,  and  Messrs. 
Wallace,  McKinley,  Brownell,  and  Montgomery,  steamed 
out  of  the  beautiful  little  harbor,  brilliant  with  illumina- 
tions and  fireworks,  and  proceeded  on  his  way  toward 
the  capital  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  The  Franhlin,  under 
command  of  Commodore  Pennock,  continued  on  to  Smyr- 
na, to  replenish  her  bunkers,  and  to  await  the  chances  of 
permission  to  pass  up  the  forbidden  Hellespont. 

On  the  following  morning  the  Frolic  was  far  on  her 
course  up  the  Archipelago ;  the  weather  was  lovely,  and  the 
sail  among  the  islands  which  have  been  the  favorite  sub- 
jects of  song  and  story  for  ages  was  more  than  usually  in- 
teresting.    In  the  course  of  our  progress  we  passed  Mity- 
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^ene,  anciently  Lesbos,  where  "  burning  Sappho  loved  and 
sung,"  and  shortly  afterward  the  straits  separating  the 
island  of  Tenedos,— to  which  the  Greeks  retired  to  witness 
the  clever  experiment  of  the  wooden  horse, — and  the  re- 
puted plains  of  Troy,  from  which  point  we  enjoyed  a  fine 
view  of  the  mounds  or  tombs  of  Achilles,  Hector,  and 
Fatroclus,  who,  according  to  Homer,  were  giants  as  well 
as  generals  in  their  day. 

A  short  distance  beyond,  the  rising  summit  of  Mount 
Ida,  upon  which  the  prize  of  beauty  was  awarded  to  the 
famous  belle  of  the  ancients,  towered  among  the  eastern 
hills ;  and  about  ten  miles  further  on  we  entered  the  Dar- 
danelles, the  Hellespont  of  former  times,  and  proceeded  up 
to  the  village  of  Chanak-Kalessi,  situated  in  Anatolia, 
opposite  the  castle  of  Europe  on  the  site  of  Abydos,  and 
immediately  below  the  forts  which  close  these  straits  to  all 
vessels  of  war,  unless,  indeed,  said  vessel  saw  fit  to  run 
the  gantlet,  which  would  not  be  a  difScult  matter  for  one 
experienced  in  such  operations. 

As  we  were  moored  in  front  of  this  Turkish  settlement, 
and  reflected  upon  the  interesting  scenes  disclosed  during 
the  past  two  days,  it  was  generally  conceded  that  to  enjoy 
them  properly  all  travellers  and  tourists  should  possess  a 
wonderful  amount  of  faith  in  ancient  history,  and  not  ques- 
tion the  descriptions  of  the  siege  of  Troy  or  the  wonders 
of  Scriptural  revelations.  To  a  sceptic  in  all  those  poetic 
traditions  and  legends  which  belong  to  a  remote  period  of 
the  world's  history,  a  cruise  up  the  Grecian  Archipelago 
would  be  nothing  more  than  the  enjoyment  of  diversified 
scenery ;  while  faith  in  its  past  invests  every  barren  island 
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and  every  bold  headland  with  an  interest  which  experience 
alone  can  realize. 

Our  vessel  was  detained  off  Chanak  for  twenty-four 
hours,  awaiting  a  "  firmau  "  to  proceed  to  Constantinople, 
for  which  a  telegram  had  been  sent  from  Syra  by  way  of 
Athens  ;  but  as  the  place  was  fraught  with  historical  asso- 
ciations, being  the  scene  of  Leander's  exploits  as  a  swim- 
mer in  search  of  Hero,  and  also  of  Lord  Byron's  in  search 
of  immortality,  and  moreover  the  spot  occupied  by  that 
unfortunate  general,  Xerxes,  for  his  famous  bridge  of  boats, 
we  managed  to  pass  the  time  very  satisfactorily  in  visiting 
the  shores,  and  conjuring  up  the  mysterious  figures  of  the 
past.  Various  expeditions,  somewhat  similar  to  those 
which  placed  the  names  of  the  ancient  hero  and  the  mod- 
ern poet  upon  the  golden  scroll  of  fame,  were  planned  by 
the  most  enthusiastic  of  the  oflBcers,  but  as  they  reflected 
that  this  thirst  for  glory  cost  the  former  his  life  and  the 
latter  the  ague,  a  more  rational  view  of  the  case  was 
taken,  and  romantic  enterprise  was  abandoned  as  a  waste 
of  wisdom,  time,  and  energy, — a  decision  which  the  Ad- 
miral remarked  did  some  credit  to  their  judgment. 

During  our  imprisonment  here  the  American  Consul, 
Mr.  Calvert,  and  the  officer  commanding  the  garrison 
called  upon  the  Admiral ;  both  visits  were  returned,  and 
the  opportunity  embraced  to  inspect  the  place  and  its 
battery  of  immense  bronze  guns,  throwing  stone  balls 
twenty-seven  inches  in  diameter. 

The  long-expected  "  firman  "  having  arrived,  \heFroUc 
was  at  once  got  under  weigh,  and  proceeded  up  the  pic- 
turesque channel   of  the  Dardanelles,  passed  Gallipolis, 
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steamed  rapidly  over  the  Sea  of  Marmora,  and  about  noon 
of  the  following  day,  August  ■  8th,  anchored  in  the  Thra- 
cian  Bosphorus,  in  front  of  the  city  of  Stamboul,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Golden  Horn,  which  separates  the  old  city 
from  Pera  and  Galata. 

The  cruise  of  the  past  few  days,  which  thus  terminated 
in  placing  us  in  full  view  of  thegreat  capital  of  the  Oriental 
Empire,  the  very  centre  and  source  of  Mussulman  power 
and  glory,  had  been  one  of  the  most  absorbing  interest : 
scenes  associated  with  a  remote  period  shifting  constantly 
before  us,  and  finally  discloBing  all  the  external  beauty  of 
Constantinople  and  its  picturesque  surroundings.  The 
whole  appeared  as  a  dream,  and  it  was  not  easy  to  realize 
the  fact  that  we  were  in  the  Eastern  world,  face  to  face 
with  its  countless  wonders ;  and  we  were  compelled  to 
admit  that  never  before  had  we 

"  Seen  such  sights,  nor  heard  such  song, 
As  wooed  the  eye  and  thrilled  the  Bosphorus  along." 

Shortly  after  his  arrival,  the  Admiral  was  officially 
visited  by  Hon.  Edward  Joy  Morris,  United  States  Min- 
ister, and  Mr.  John  P.  Brown,  Secretary  of  Legation,  both 
of  whom  welcomed  him  most  courteously  to  the  kingdom 
of  Turkey.  The  former  at  once  inquired  for  {heFranMin, 
and  expressed  some  surprise  that  the  Admiral  had  not 
obtained  permission  to  bring  her  through  the  Dardanelles  ; 
but  when  the  politic  commander  gave  as  his  reason  his  re- 
luctance to  infringe  on  the  treaty  of  the  Five  great  Powers, 
the  diplomatist  acknowledged  the  wisdom  of  the  proceed- 
ing, and  contented  himself  with  the  observation  that  it 
was  not  yet  too  late  for  the  required  firman. 
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The  ensuing  Monday  was  fixed  upon  for  the  ofiicial 
visits  to  the  members  of  the  Turkish  Cabinet  and  the 
diplomatic  corps  generally,  and  in  the  day's  interim 
the  Admiral  and  the  officers  belonging  to  the  flag-ship 
transferred  bag  and  baggage  to  the  principal  hotels  in 
Pera,  and  prepared  for  the  approaching  ceremonials. 

At  the  appointed  hour  "  all  hands  "  went  on  board  the 
Frolic^  and  as  soon  as  joined  by  Mr.  Morris  and  the  Sec- 
retary, the  vessel  was  put  on  her  course  up  the  glorious 
Bosphorus.  No  scenery  can  possibly  surpass  the  pictu- 
resque beauty  of  the  short  sail  up  this  noble  strait.  The 
entire  distance  from  the  Golden  Horn  to  the  Black  Sea  is 
not  over  eighteen  miles,  and  yet  within  that  comparatively 
short  space  there  is  more  in  both  nature  and  art  to  de- 
light the  eye  and  call  forth  rhapsodical  expressions  of 
admiration  than  can  be  found  in  any  part  of  Europe. 

During  our  sojourn  oif  Stamboul  we  made  four  sepa- 
rate excursions  between  that  city  and  Buyukdere,  and  on 
each  occasion  the  fairy-like  scenes  of  its  smiling  shores, 
stretching  out  in  their  winding  contours,  and  bearing 
upon  their  gently-rising  slopes  the  richest  verdure  and  the 
most  lovely  foliage,  garnished  with  villas,  palaces,  impe- 
rial summer  residences,  gardens,  mosques,  and  kiosks, 
photographed  themselves  on  the  mind  with  ineffaceable 
impressions. 

Steaming  up  this  noble  strait,  which  separates  two  great 
continents,  and  yet  is  susceptible  of  being  bridged  at  any 
point  between  its  limits,  and  watching  the  alternating 
varieties  of  lights  and  shadows  which  give  such  dazzling 
beauty  to  its  course,  it  seemed  to  our  delighted  visions  the 
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spot  of  all  others  from  which  all  poets  might  well  have 
sketched  their  grandest  descriptions  of  the  glories  of  the 
Eastern  world. 

Passing  between  the  two  castles  of  Room-El  ee  Hissar 
and  Anadoli-Hissar,  situated  respectively  on  the  Europe- 
an and  Asiatic  side,  the  temporary  flag-ship  was  anchored 
off  Rebek,  the  palace  of  H.  E.  Aali  Pacha,  the  Grand 
Vizier  of  Turkey ;  and  immediately  afterward  the  Ad- 
miral, with  his  staff,  Mr.  Morris,  and  the  Secretary  of  Le- 
gation, proceeded  to  the  quay,  and  passing  between  the 
saluting  guard,  entered  the  grand  reception-room,  were 
presented  to  the  distinguished  diplomatist,  and  by  him 
welcomed  to  the  East  with  the  most  marked  friendship  and 
cordiality. 

As  soon  as  this  ceremony  was  concluded  the  guests  took 
seats  in  an  imposing  circle,  not  exactly  on  divans,  but 
on  the  more  modern  sofas,  and  conversation  between  the 
two  dignitaries  of  Turkey  and  America  progressed  very 
smoothly,  not  even  marred  by  the  noiseless  entrance  of  a 
corps  of  well-disciplined  servants  bearing  costly  chibouques, 
which  brought  a  twinkle  of  delight  to  the  eyes  of  the 
smokers,  and  a  corresponding  glance  of  despair  from  the 
victimized  Admiral,  who  never  uses  the  weed.  Under 
this  charm  every  one  but  himself  felt  very  happy,  and 
inwardly  prayed  that  the  visit  to  this  mansion  of  earthly 
bliss  might  be  a  prolonged  one. 

The  chibouques  were  succeeded  by  coffee  in  tiny  cups, 
of  such  intrinsic  value  as  to  make  one  sigh  for  their  pos- 
session.    This  stimulant  was  quickly  followed  by  the  cool 

and  refreshing  sherbet,  and  while  wondering  what  would 
16* 
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be  the  next  course  on  an  apparently  exliaustless  carte^  the 
audience  was  suddenly  closed,  and  all  followed  the  exam- 
ple of  then-  chief  by  "retreating  in  order"  from  the 
chamber.  The  hopes  of  the  tobacconists  were  blighted, 
but  they  consoled  themselves  with  the  reflection  that  this 
was  only  the  opening  of  a  series  of  Tisits— the  first  link  in 
a  chain  of  ofiicial  intercourse. 

We  were  much  delighted  with  the  appearance  and  man- 
ners of  the  Grand  Vizier,  and  formed  the  most  favorable 
impressions,  which  were  fully  confirmed  by  many  subse- 
quent interviews.  He  is  in  the  very  prime  of  life,  of  quick 
perceptive  faculties,  ripe  judgment,  and  strong  mental  en- 
dowments, and  wins  admiration  and  confidence  by  a  mild 
and  genial  countenance,  and  a  softness  and  ease  of  deport- 
ment which  is  as  pleasant  as  it  is  irresistible. 

From  Rebek  the  steamer  proceeded  further  up  the 
Bosphorus  to  the  palace  of  Fuad  Pacha,  Minister  of  For- 
eign Afi'airs,  situated  within  a  beautiful  cluster  of  trees 
and  flower-gardens  on  the  Asiatic  side.  Here  the  same 
cordial  and  friendly  welcome  awaited  the  Admiral  and  his 
officers,  the  latter  not  even  refusing  to  go  through  the 
same  programme  that  had  charmed  them  so  much  in  the 
marble  haUs  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  but  accepting  the  chi- 
bouques as  a  matter  of  etiquette  to  the  distinguished  host 
and  in  conformity  with  the  customs  of  the  country. 

The  Minister  was  remarkably  gracious,  spoke  freely  of 
American  affairs,  manifested  much  interest  in  our  improve- 
ments in  implements  of  war,  and  seemed  to  possess  a  won- 
derful familiarity  with  our  national  status.  He  is  a  man 
of  great  erudition,  an  excellent  scholar,  and  considered  to 
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be  inferior  to  very  few  in  Europe  as  a  well-skilled  diplo- 
matist. 

"While  we  were  in  this  palace  enjoying  the  hospitality 
of  the  Cabinet  Minister,  the  Austrian  steamer  passed 
down  with  the  overland  party  on  board — reaching  the 
East  almost  upon  the  same  day  of  the  arrival  of  those 
who  had  gone  round  in  the  FranJdin. 

Upon  retiring  from  this  second  interview,  the  Frolic  con- 
tinued on  her  course  of  official  visiting,  and  after  passing 
Beicos  Bay,  where  the  allied  fleet  was  anchored  in  the 
Crimean  war,  and  the  Giant's  Mountain,  under  which 
Joshua  is  supposed  to  be  buried,  she  was  anchored  off 
Buyukd^re,  within  full  view  of  the  famous  Euxine,  well 
named  by  the  ancients,  as  it  signifies  inhospitable — to 
the  correctness  of  which  appellation  the  party  from  Yarna 
will  readily  testily. 

Near  this  village  an  official  visit  was  made  to  General 
Ignatieff,  the  Russian  Ambassador,  who,  with  his  highly 
accomplished  wife,  tendered  the  Admiral  and  his  suite  a 
real  Muscovite  reception,  which  expresses  more  than  any 
word  our  Saxon  language  furnishes. 

This  visit  was  prolonged  by  reason  of  the  overflowing 
kindness  and  hospitality  which  held  us  willing  prisoners, 
and  although  the  smoking  members  saw  no  visions  of  the 
chibouques,  they  made  themselves  happy  over  the  finest 
Habanas  which  could  be  procured.  Captain  Le  Eoy  was 
in  the  best  of  humor,  and  looked  amiability  itself,  while 
Commander  Shirk  was  in  a  state  bordering  upon  ecstasy. 

Almost  the  first  question  of  the  great  diplomatist  was, 
"  But  where  is  the  FranMm  ?  "   The  Admiral  personified 


372  THE   CEUISE    OF   THE    FEANKHN. 

Echo,  answering,  Where  ?  and  smiled  at  the  idea  of  his 
flag-ship  being  in  the  Bosphorus  without  permission  from 
the  Sultan.  The  ambassador  looked  significantly  at  Mr. 
Morris,  they  exchanged  expressive  glances,  and  the  cur- 
tain fell  for  the  nonce. 

As  a  minister  plenipotentiary,  General  Ignatieff  is  ad- 
mirably fitted  for  the  position  he  adorns.  Tlie  many  knot- 
ty points  connected  with  the  Eastern  question,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  quick  appreciation  of  the  difficulties  which  are 
constantly  arising  require  a  diplomatist  of  the  first  order, 
and  in  this  respect  Russia  is  fortunate  in  her  representa- 
tive ;  for  in  mental  calibre  he  is  equal  to  the  first  men  of 
the  age,  and  is  so  ready  and  keen  as  to  have  won  from  the 
Turks  the  sobriquet  of  "  Vambassadeur  terrible  !  " 

From  General  Ignatieif  the  visiting  party  proceeded  over 
to  the  residence  of  our  Minister,  Mr.  Morris,  at  the  other 
side  of  Buyukd^re,  where  a  very  handsome  lunch  had  been 
provided  for  the  wea/ry  officers,  to  which  they  did  ample 
justice. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  Admiral  to  have  visited  the 
ambassadors  of  England,  France,  Austria,  and  Prussia 
upon  the  same  afternoon,  but  as  the  day  was  waning,  he 
was  persuaded  to  postpone  this  part  of  his  programme 
until  the  next  morning. 

After  fulfilling  this  second  part  of  his  mission,  a  general 
movement  was  made  to  the  celebrated  bazaars  in  Stam- 
boul.  Committing  ourselves  to  the  tender  mercies  of  "  Far- 
Away  Moses," — a  guide  and  dragoman  known  to  all  mod- 
ern travellers,  and  decidedly  the  most  trusty  man  of  his 
species  in  that  city, — we  passed  several  hours  in  wandering 
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throngh  those  wonderful  passages  or  corridors,  making  a 
rapid  surv^ey  of  the  valuable  merchandise  from  all  parts  of 
the  Oriental  world,  and  purchasing  little  articles  as  souve- 
nirs, to  be  presented  to  absent  friends  in  token  of  remem- 
brance. These  bazaars  are  peculiarly  an  Eastern  institu- 
tion, and  afford  much  pleasure.  Each  trade  has  its  distinct 
quarter,  and  the  dealers,  sharper  and  more  cunning  than 


the  shrewdest  Vermonter  that  ever  whittled  a  clock, 
expose  their  goods  to  great  advantage,  and  invariably 
demand  for  them  four  times  the  sum  they  hope  to  obtain 
from  a  chance  purchaser.  Conscience  is  an  attribute  of 
nature  to  them  unknown,  and  their  sphere  of  happiness 
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appears  to  revolve  around  the  one  absorbing  thought  of 
reaping  the  largest  profits  from  an  ordinary  harvest.  The 
traveller's  eyes  must  possess  the  vigilance  of  the  lynx 
to  detect  their  cunning  diplomacy  with  the  guides,  and 
his  heart  steeled  against  their  piteous  assurances  that  they 
are  "  selling  that  article  far  below  its  original  cost." 

With  all  these  opposing  elements,  the  bazaars  of 
Constantinople  are  the  interesting  features  of  the  city, 
particularly  from  the  motley  collection  of  nationalities 
encountered  along  their  streets.  Turks,  Greeks,  Albani- 
ans, Circassians,  Egyptians,  Kalmucks,  Arabians,  Persians, 
Dervishes,  Sheiks,  and  every  other  imaginable  species 
of  humanity  encounter  and  jostle  you  at  every  step,  and 
in  such  grotesque  costumes,  that  there  is  actually  less 
gazing  about  by  the  throng  than  on  the  fashionable  tho- 
roughfai'es  of  ITew  York. 

The  Admiral  was  much  amused  by  this  shifting  kalei- 
doscope, and  made  his  purchases  of  chibouques,  amber, 
atar  gul,  and  scarfs,  with  a  coolness  and  sang  froid  sug- 
gestive of  indifference  to  taxation. 

Fortunately  the  dealers  knew  not  with  whom  they  were 
bartering,  otherwise  his  purse  would  have  suffered  a  much 
heavier  depletion.  After  remaining  in  these  odoriferous 
passages  for  a  considerable  period,  and  expending  a  little 
fortune  in  money  and  a  mint  of  scolding,  the  visitors 
were  glad  to  return  alive  to  Pera,  crossing  the  Golden 
Horn  by  the  bridge  of  boats — one  of  the  greatest  curiosi- 
ties about  Stamboul.  It  presents  the  gayest  possible  pic- 
ture of  Oriental  life,  and  I  can  recall  no  better  illustration 
for  a  brief  description  than  London  Bridge  at  the  close 
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of  business  hours;  only  giving  to  the  masses  who  pour 
backward  and  forward  in  two  counter-streams  over  that 
thoroughfare,  the  brilliancy  and  novelty  of  at  least  twenty 
grotesque  costumes,  representing  as  many  distinctive  na- 
tionalities, each  absorbed  in  their  respective  pursuits. 

The  next  day  was  very  warm,  recalling  the  torrid  zone, 
insomuch  that  the  Admiral,  salamander  as  he  is,  wisely 
determined  to  remain  "  at  home  "  and  receive  the  diplo- 
matic corps,  all  of  whom  returned  his  visit,  and  expressed 
much  pleasure  at  meeting  "  one  whose  fame,"  they  remark- 
ed, "had  long  since  reached  the  eastern  boundaries  of 
Europe." 

The  following  morning,  August  13th,  had  been  espe- 
cially set  apart  by  the  Sultan  for  the  reception,  of  our 
naval  commander,  "  and  such  officers  of  his  squadron .  as 
he 'might  designate." 

Accordingly,  about  noon  the  Admiral,  surrounded  by  a 
large  suite,  comprising  the  entire ,  staff  and  neai-ly  all  the 
Frond's  roster,  and  accompanied  by  Mr.  Morris,  Mr. 
Brown,  and  Lieutenant  Loyall  Farragut,  all  in  full  cos- 
tume, proceeded  to  the  magnificent  palace  of  Beg-ler- 
Beg,  situated  on  the  Asiatic  shore,  and,  escorted  to  an 
upper  reception-room,  were  there  presented  to  the  great 
Mussulman  potentate,  Abdul  Aziz.  His  Majesty's  manner 
was  decidedly  Oriental,  and  consequently  not  the  most 
fascinating :  he  seemed  phlegmatic  and  reserved  :  convers- 
ed quietly  with  the  Admiral  through  his  interpreter,  Arifi 
Bey,  who,  after  touching  the  ground,  his  lips,  and  forehead 
in  quick  succession,  translated  from  French  into  Turkish, 
and  in  the  same  manner  replied;  and  appeared  throughout 
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the  impersonation  of  one  indifferent  to  the  opinion  of  the 
world  outside  liis  own  dominions.  He  is  considered  a 
wise  ruler,  gives  much  of  his  income  to  internal  improve- 
ments, and  is  said  to  be  popular  with  his  subjects.  He 
is  in  the  very  prime  of  life,  was  simply  dressed,  with  the 
inevitable  fez  cap  perched  on  his  head,  and  conversed 
chiefly  upon  the  subject  of  iron-clads. 

The  officers  were  simply, "  lookers-on  in  Vienna,"  and 
occupied  their  time  in  studying  the  physiognomy  of  His 
Majesty  and  noticing  the  customs  of  his  very  subservient 
interpreter.  The  interview  lasted  about  ten  minutes,  when 
we  were  notified  to  bow  ourselves  out  of  the  room,  which 
we  did  in  military  order,  trusting  the  guide  on  the  right 
would  prevent  a  collision  with  any  object  in  our  rear. 
Thence  we  were  ushered  into  a  large  and  handsome  saloon 
on  the  first  floor,  and  there  instantly  served  with  "  costly 
gemmed  chibouques,"  with  long  jasmine  and  wild-cherry 
stems,  and  amber  mouth-pieces,  so  richly  studded  with 
diamonds  and  precious  stones  that  I  fear  the  eighth  com- 
mandment alone  prevented  a  quiet  appropriation.  To 
this  succeeded,  in  regular  order,  the  coffee  and  sherbet, 
when  the  reception  was  declared  at  an  end,  and  the  offi- 
cers slowly  withdrew,  with  praises  both  loud  and  deep  on 
their  tongues  of  the  wonderful  aroma  of  the  Sultan's 
tobacco. 

The  ensuing  day  being  Friday — the  Turkish  Sabbath — 
we  were  invited  to  go  a  short  distance  up  the  Bosphorus 
to  witness  the  ceremonial  of  the  Sultan  attending  mosque 
as  Caliph  of  the  Mussulman  world.  It  was  a  beautiful  and 
novel  sight,  and  amply  repaid  the  curiosity  which  induced 
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the  trip.  At  noon  precisely  His  Majesty  stepped  into  the 
royal  barge, — an  immense  and  superbly  decorated  caique, 
rowed  by  fourty-four  caiquedjis,  and  simultaneously 
the  Turkish  men-of-war  fired  the  national  salute.  The 
I'everberations  of  this  discharge  had  scarcely  ceased  ere 
"  Alia  Hu  !  "  the  concluding  words  of  the  muezzin's  plain- 
tive cry  from  the  gallery  at  the  top  of  the  minaret,  stole 
quietly  over  the  water,  calling  the  Mahometan  world  to 
prayer ! 

Upon  landing  at  the  mosque.  His  Majesty  was  received 
by  his  guards  and  chosen  troops,  who  knelt  as  he  passed, 
and  immediately  thereafter  he  disappeared  within  the  edi- 
fice with  his  son,  and  the  excitement  lulled.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  Sultan's  guards  is  very  imposing,  from  the 
number  of  nationalities  of  which  it  is  composed,  the  gro- 
tesque color  of  the  several  uniforms,  particularly  those  ol 
the  "  Albanians  kirtled  to  their  knees,"  and  the  Circas- 
sians, who  are  extremely  fine-looking  men. 

Leaving  the  Sultan  to  his  devotions,  we  proceeded  up 
the  Bosphorus  in  two  caiques,  passed  the  tomb  of  Bar- 
barossa,  and  landed  at  "  Geuk  Soo,"  signifying  the 
sweet  or  heavenly  waters  of  Asia,  said  to  be  the  spot 
where  king  Darius  crossed  with  his  army  to  annihilate  the 
Greeks,  and  now  used  as  a  resort  for  the  people  from  the 
dust  of  Constantinople.  I  endeavored  to  discover  the  ori- 
gin of  its  designation,  but  nature  failed  me.  There  was 
an  imposing  display  of  native  womanhood  on  the  ground, 
all  seated  k  la  Turque,  wrapped  up  in  their  gayly  colored 
feridjees  or  mantles,  and  giving  a  sly  glance  at  every  for- 
eigner through  their  tantalizing  yaohmae  or  veils.     Their 
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life  must  be  a  sad  one,  and  to  us  it  seemed  that,  in  compa- 
rison, slavery  would  be  a  blessing. 

They  appear  to  possess  but  few  rights,  no  ambition,  and 
seem  to  linger  out  a  life  of  listless  dreaming,  or,  to  use  the 
Turkish  term,  kef  Mrs.  Farragut  and  Mrs.  Pennock  con- 
versed with  some  of  them  through  an  intei'preter  (had  an 
officer  done  so,  solitary  confinement  on  bread  and  water 
would  have  been  his  doom),  and  they  appeared  charmed 
with  the  unusual  attention,  their  coal-black  eyes  shooting 
out  fires  of  delight. 

After  passing  an  hour  or  more  upon  this  historic 
ground,  quaffing  sherbet  and  imagining  ourselves  natives 
for  the  time  being,  but  inwardly  rejoicing  that  we  were  not, 
we  returned  down  stream  with  a  rapid  current,  and  con- 
cluded the  day's  pleasure  by  visiting  a  place  rejoicing  in 
the  title  of  the  Jardin  des  Fleurs,  so  called,  I  presume, 
from  the  fact  that  there  is  scarcely  a  fiower  to  be  seen 
within  its  enclosure. 


CHAPTEK  XXXVII. 

VISIT    TO    MOSQUES SEEAGLIO — BANQUETS    BY   EUSSIAN   AND 

AMERICAN    MINISTERS    AtTO   THE   GRAND   VIZIER VISITS   TO 

HAREMS    AND    THE   VICEROT    OF   EGYPT — THE   PASSAGE   OF 

THE   FRANKLIN   UP    THE    DARDANELLES CORRESPONDENCE 

DSf   RELATION   THERETO. 

AUGUST  15th  was  a  very  pleasant  day  in  the  annals 
of  the  cruise,  my  journal  recording  an  entire  page 
of  incidents. 

The  morning  was  devoted  to  a  general  expedition  to 
the  famous  Mosque  of  St.  Sophia,  originally  a  Christian 
cathedral  built  by  the  Emperor  Justinian,  between  the 
yeai-s  631  and  538,  and  still  beautiful,  "  though  turbans 
now  pollute  her  shrine." 

This  expedition  was  composed  of  a  large  party  on 
horseback,  forming  an  escort  to  three  carriages,  contain- 
ing the  Admiral  and  Mre.  Farragut,  and  others  who  did 
not  admire  the  prominent  lines  of  the  Kosinantes.  It  was 
also  supported  by  a  number  of  dragomans,  who  were 
kept  very  busy  in  urging  forward  their  jaded  animals. 

Upon  reaching  the  Mosque  we  witnessed  a  fierce  en- 
counter of  words  between  our  guides  and  the  doorkeepers 
as  to  the  amount  of  backsheesh  of  which  we  could  be  plun- 
dered without  expostulation ;  then  removed  our  shoes,  and 
leaving  the  Turks  to  light  it  out  their  own  way,  entered 
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within  the  superb  edifice  and  contemplated  its  architec- 
tural grandeur  and  its  noble  embellishments;  its  green 
jasper  pillars  from  Ephesus,  and  its  porphyry  columns 
from  the  Temple  of  the  Sun  at  Eome. 

"We  observed  the  faithful  praying  with  their  faces  to- 
ward Mecca,  and  were  amused  with  their  gymnastic  devo- 
tions, and  with  the  actions  of  a  Mussulman  schoolmaster 
who  was  constantly  using  the  slipper  on  the  back  of  his 
unfortunate  pupil  for  not  advancing  beyond  the  jBismillah 
in  the  Koran ! 

From  this  we  proceeded  to  the  remains  of  the  palace 
and  gardens  of  the  famous  Seraglio,  and  after  a  delay  of 
tvvo  hours,  waiting  for  the  firman,  succeeded  in  gaining 
admittance,  entering  by  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  shortly 
emerging  through  a  gate  whose  title  all  appreciated,  for 
it  is  called  "  Babi-i-Saadet,"  or  the  Gate  of  Happiness. 

As  soon  as  curiosity  was  fully  gratified  we  recrossed  the 
Golden  Horn,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  Admiral,  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Farragut  and  suite,  proceeded  up  the 
Bosphorus  in  the  Frolic  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
Black  Sea,  and  returning  to  "  Biiyukdere,"  anchored  ofi" 
that  pretty  little  village,  and  in  the  evening  attended  a 
superb  entertainment  tendered  him  by  the  Russian  Am- 
bassador, General  Ignatieff. 

The  Admiral  was  in  excellent  spirits,  and  responded 
very  felicitously  to  the  highly  complimentary  sentiments 
expressed  by  his  accomplished  host  in  reference  to  himself 
and  the  "  noble  country  he  represented."  The  welcome 
was  a  most  cordial  one,  not  only  from  the  Ambassador 
himself,  but  also  from  Madame  Ignatieff.     Our  Minister, 
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Mr.  Morris,  was  present,  and,  being  experienced  as  a  poli- 
tician, made  a  brief  but  capital  speech  upon  the  relations 
existing  between  the  two  nationalities.  The  Admiral  was 
accompanied  by  Commanders  Harmony  and  Shirk,  Dr. 
Foltz,  and  Messrs.  McKinley,  "Welles,  Kane,  and  Mont- 
gomery. 

On  the  aftei'noon  of  the  17th,  after  passing  several 
hours  in  the  bazaars,  mating  purchases  of  souvenirs  from 
Stamboul,  we  re-embarked  on  the  Frolio,  and  for  the 
third  time  steamed  up  along  the  lovely  banks  of  the 
Bosphorus  to  the  residence  of  the  American  Minister 
at  Buyukder6,  to  respond  to  an  invitation  from  that 
official  to  attend  a  banquet  "in  honor  of  Admiral  Farra- 
gut."  At  this  handsome  entertainment  the  same  officers 
were  present,  with  the  addition  of  Captain  Le  Roy,  and  the 
diplomatic  corps  was  represented  by  the  Russian,  Italian, 
and  Prussian  Ambassadors,  and  M.  Coumany,  Secretary 
of  the  Russian  Legation,  who  served  with  distinction  in 
the  Crimean  war. 

The  usual  number  of  toasts  were  proposed,  and 
many  complimentary  sentiments  expressed  for  the  princi- 
pal guest  by  each  of  the  diplomats  in  turn ;  Mr.  Morris 
starting  the  ball,  and  the  others  keeping  it  rolling  until  it 
was  arrested  by  those  too  modest  to  play  the  orator  before 
the  distinguished  representatives  of  several  of  the  great 
powers  of  Europe.  Much  pleasure  was  derived  from  this 
banquet,  from  the  congeniality  of  the  guests.  M.  Berti- 
natti,  the  Italian  Minister,  was  for  many  years  stationed 
at  "Washington,  and  considers  himself  as  ex-officio  al 
most  an  American  citizen. 
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On  the  following  day  the  Frolia  was  anchored  near 
Rebek,  where  Mrs.  Farragut  and  the  ladies  accompanying 
her  received  very  cordial  invitations  from  the  Viceroy  of 
Egypt,  then  sojourning  on  the  Bosphorus,  and  H.  E.  Fuad 
Pacha,  to  visit  their  respective  harems;  and  while  the 
Admiral  and  suite  were  returning  the  calls  of  the  Grand  . 
Yizier  and  other  cabinet  officials,  they  gladly  availed 
themselves  of  this  excellent  opportunity  of  looking  behind 
the  scenes  into  the  domestic  habits  of  the  East.  Though 
curiosity  is  admitted  to  be  a  prominent  attribute  of  their 
sex,  yet  they  were  more  induced  to  accept  this  unusual 
offer  from  a  natural  desire  to  stand  within  the  mysterious 
precincts  of  a  Mussulman  home. 

Their  first  visit  was  to  the  palace  of  the  Yiceroy,  where 
"  they  passed  the  harem's  sacred  tower ; "  two  of  the  staff 
who  escorted  them  being  quietly  waved  back  by  a  tall 
Nubian  slave  who  guarded  the  portals,  and  invited  into  a 
reception-room,  there  to  await  the  return  of  their  more 
favored  friends,  and  to  reflect  upon  their  own  baffled 
hopes. 

Mrs.  Farragut  and  her  companions  remained  for  a  con- 
siderable period  within  the  forbidden  halls,  and  then 
crossed  over  to  the  palace  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  where  the  same  programme  was  enacted,  while 
the  disappointed  staff  officers,  here  joined  by  the  Admiral 
and  suite,  smoked  the  aromatic  chibouque  and  quaffed 
delicious  coffee  and  sherbet,  within  a  bower  of  rare 
exotics  which  symbolized  the  "  garden  of  roses  by  Ben- 
demeer's  stream." 

Mrs.  Farragut's  description  of  these  unusual  visits  was 
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highly  graphic  and  amusing.  As  soon  as  they  passed  the 
gates,  the  harem's  grating  key  was  turned,  and  then, 
ushered  by  Nubian  slaves  to  the  grand  reception-room, 
they  were  most  courteously  welcomed  by  the  sultanas, 
the  lights  of  the  harem,  one  of  whom  was  appropriately 
styled  the  lovely  I^'atima,  from  the  fact  that  she  was  very 
pretty  and  weighed  over  300  pounds  avoirdupois !  Upon 
entering  these  apartments  about  forty  Zuleikas  were 
drawn  up  in  line,  all  beautifully  dressed  in  different  Ori- 
ental costumes  and  looking  their  happiest  greeting  to  the 
American  visitors. 

The  first  ceremony  of  presentation  over,  the  wondering 
guests  were  offered  magnificent  chibouques,  of  which  each 
took  a  puff,  out  of  compliment  to  the  houris  present. 
They  were  then  presented  with  coffee  and  preserves,  and 
offered  napkins  embroidered  with  gold  and  richly  fringed. 
A  Circassian  slave  acted  as  interpreter  at  the  Viceroy's, 
and  the  Sultana  requested  her  guests  to  converse  in  their 
own  language,  as  it  sounded  to  her  like  the  voices  of  birds. 
The  lovely  Fatima  was  very  bright  and  pleasant,  asked 
many  questions  about  our  country,  and  when  her  guests 
arose  to  depart,  begged  them  to  come  again  before  leaving 
Constantinople.  Upon  returning  to  the  outer  world, 
Mrs.  Farragut  said  that  she  expected  to  see  the  bodies  of 
the  two  staff-officers  floating  down  the  Bosphorus,  the 
victims  of  their  own  imprudence  in  endeavoring  to  dis- 
turb the  quiet  of  the  sacred  precincts. 

In  crossing  the  Bosphorus  the  party  from  the  harem 
stopped  by  invitation  to  examine  the  superb  steam-yacht 
of  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  upon  which  the  Admiral  was 
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then  making  an  official  visit.  Language  fails  to  describe 
this  magnificent  specimen  of  naval  architecture.  In 
walking  through  her  gilded  saloons,  furnished  in  the  most 
elaborate  manner,  and  surrounded  by  exquisite  mirrors 
and  ornaments  of  silver  and  gold,  visions  of  fairy  tales 
arose  before  us,  and  we  thought  of  the  luxurious  pleasure 
of  sea  service  within  such  a  gorgeous  floating  palace ! 
This  yacht  is  of  a  splendid  model,  is  the  fastest  vessel 
afloat,  and  was  built  at  a  cost  which  would  shake  the  very 
bones  of  the  chief  of  the  Eothschilds. 

In  the  evening  the  Admiral,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris and  by  Captain  Le  Eoy,  Commanders  Harmony  and 
Shirk,  Dr.  Tinkham  and  Messrs.  Goodrich  and  Montgo- 
mery, repaired  to  the  palace  of  his  Excellency  Aali  Pacha, 
Grand  Vizier  of  Turkey,  to  respond  to  an  invitation  to 
dine  with  that  popular  diplomatist. 

In  presenting  a  sketch  of  this  superb  banquet  it  is 
almost  impossible  "to  hold  the  mirror  up  to  nature," 
and  I  know  of  no  better  illustration  than  one  of  the  pic- 
tures of  such  brilliant  feasts  described  in  the  Arabian 
Nights.  The  guests  assembled  in  the  reception-room,  and 
after  being  graciously  and  courteously  received  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  were  escorted  in  proper  order  to  the 
banqueting-hall  by  a  route  which,  in  all  its  surroundings, 
recalled  the  fabled  glories  of  the  East.  Passing  from  the 
palace,  the  guests  were  conducted  over  a  beautiful  bridge 
spanning  a  roadway,  whence  they  entered  a  garden  which 
might  have  been  that  occupied  by  Haidee ;  the  walks  of 
which  were  lined  with  brilliant  lights  of  variegated  colors, 
leading  up  to  an  immense  glass  conservatory,  resplendent 
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with  all  kinds  of  luminaries,  and  appearing  in  the  centre 
of  the  magnificent  garden  like  a  vast  star  surrounded  by 
its  lesser  satellites. 

This  conservatory  was  filled  with  plants  of  every  variety, 
the  aroma  from  which  was  everywhere  difi'used,  and  was  a 
luxurious  part  of  the  Oriental  display  which  characterized 
the  table  spread  in  this  bower  of  roses  between  rows  of  the 
choicest  exotics. 

There  were  many  prominent  Turks  around  the  festive 
board,  all  of  whom  had  been  summoned  to  do  honor  to 
the  distinguished  guest  of  the  Grand  Vizier.  Among 
the  most  noteworthy  were  H.  H.  Fuad  Pacha,  Minister 
of  Foreign  Afl'airs;  H.  E.  Narrick  Pacha,  Minister  of 
"War ;  H.  E.  Mahmoud  Pacha,  Minister  of  Marine;  H.  E. 
Kiamil  Pacha,  scms  portefeuille  ;  H.  E.  Kibristi  Pacha, 
soms  fortefemlle ',  H.  E.  Omar  Pacha,  General-in-Chief  of 
the  Army ;  Admirals  Rossam  Pacha  and  Ibrahim  Pacha ; 
Arifi  Bey,  Chief  Interpreter  of  the  Sublime  Porte. 

Kiamil  Pacha  is  the  brother-in-law  of  the  Viceroy  of 
Egypt,  and  both  he  and  Kibristi  Pacha  have  filled  the 
highest  oflSces  in  the  state. 

The  dinner  was  remarkably  quiet ;  it  being  a  Turkish 
custom,  and  one  that  might  be  imitated  by  other  nations 
to  their  advantage,  to  converse  in  a  very  subdued  tone ; 
and  as  we  noticed  this  soilness  and  the  absence  of  all  noise 
we  thought  of  the  mental  terror  of  the  guests  if  suddenly 
transferred  to  a  political  banquet  in  New  York ! 

One  of  the  Admirals   above   mentioned  has   visited 

America,  and  spoke  English  remarkably  well,  while  the 

other  had  confined  himself  to  the  Levant,  and  was  master 
17 
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simply  of,  ;the  Turkisli  and  Arabic ;  and  as  a  consequence, 
conversation  with  the  former  was  naturally  real  and  ani- 
mated, with  the  latter,  ideal  and  pantomimic. 

It  was  also,  observed  that  the  Turks  drank  no  wine,  an 
example  which  was  not  followed  strictly  by  their  guests. 
They  wore  the  friendly  fez  cap  throughout  the  enter-^ 
tainment,  the  effect  of  which,  in  contrast  with  the  blue 
uniforms  of  the  Americans,  was  remarkably  striking, 
and  added  no  little  to  the  brilliancy  of  the  scene. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  banquet,  which  was  served 
in.  regular  courses,  the  company  arose  and  retired  to  the 
aromatic  labyrinths  of  the  conservatory ;  and,  there,  reclin- 
ing beneath  some  sweet-smelling  myrtle  or  overhanging 
"  Gul,"  enjoyed  a  brief  life  of  Oriental  epicureanism,  with 
the  unfailing  chibouque,  the  delicious  coffee,  and  the  invigo- 
rating sherbet,  and  wished  the  hours  were  hung  on  leaden 
wings,  or  that  the  present  moments  would  linger  out  to  the 
very  crack  of  doom ! 

It  was  an  evening  to  be  remembered  through  all  time, 
for  it  afforded  us  a  better  realization  of  Eastern  life  than 
we  had  ever  hoped  to  enjoy.  Even  now  that  we  have  re- 
turned to  the  more  progressive  and  matter-of-fact  simpli- 
city of  our  Saxon  tastes  and  habits,  the  grand  entertain- 
ment in  the  superb  palace  of  Eebek  appears  before  us  as 
a  dream  of.  the  past;  and  it  is  difficult  to  realize  the  fact 
that  we  are  not  in  a  state  of  mental  aberration  in  recording 
our  presence  in  such  fairy-like  scenes  !  While  all  this  fun 
and  frolic,  "  like  gleams  of  sunshine  in  a  lowering  sky," 
was  enchanting  the  refugees,  from  the  FranMvn,  and  the 
officers  of  the  tempprary  flag-ship  upon  the  lovely  Bos- 
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pliorus,  the  frigate,  having  left  Smyrna,  from  which  point 
a  very  pleasant  excursion  had  been  made  to  Ephesus,  was 
quietly  lying  in  the  Dardanelles,  awaiting  the  result  of 
the  conference  in  reference  to  her  passing  up  to  Constan- 
tinople. 

The  application  for  this  permission  had  been  made  by 
our  Minister,  Mr.  Morris,  and  had  been  referred  to  the 
Ambassadors  of  the  five  great  powers,  parties  to  the 
Treaty  of  Paris,  which  excludes  all  vessels  of  war  of  her 
magnitude  from  the  privilege  of  passing  up  the  Straits. 

Much  delay  resulted  from  these  conferences  ;  and  while 
it  was  known  that  the  Sultan  had  given  his  consent  from 
the  beginning,  it  was  also  whispered  that  one,  and  perhaps 
two  of  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  had  demurred, 
and  strenuously  opposed  an  acquiescence  in  the  request, 
as  establishing  a  dangerous  precedent. 

It,  was  argued  by  them  that  their  consent  would  be 
contrary  to  the  express  terms  of  the  treaty ;  and  when 
reminded  by  Mr.  Morris  that  an  exception  had  lately  been 
made  in  the  case  of  the  "  Alexander  Nevski,"  a  Kussian 
frigate  of  fifty  guns  (recently  lost  off  Denmark),  with  the 
Grand  Duke  AleJIs,  third  son  of  the  Emperor,  on  board,  it 
was  naively  answered  that  the  vessel  in  question  was  com- 
manded by.a  prince  of  the  blood.  This  reply  afforded 
our  zealous  Minister  the  opportunity  of  ventilating  the 
republican  notions  upon  which  our  government  is  based, 
and  he  lost  no  time  in  representing  to  their  Excellencies 
"that  iuAjnerica,  whej-e  there  were  no  titles,  all  are  in  one 
sense  princes  qf  the  blood," — that  the  flag-ship  contained  at 
least  seven  hundred  of  thena — that  the  Admiral  was  one 
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of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  the  Eepublic's  house- 
hold, and  that  if  exceptions  were  confined  exchisively  to 
princes  of  the  blood,  as  recognized  in  Europe,  persons  of 
eminence  in  the  United  States  would  be,  by  such  interpreta- 
tion, excluded  entirely  from  privileges  accorded  to  others. 
To  elucidate  this  knotty  subject,  and  to  lighten  up  some 
of  the  wiry  ways  of  diplomacy,  I  present  the  correspond- 
ence which  passed  in  French  between  the  Turkish  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  representative  of  America. 

"  BuTUKD:eK]f,,  August  18,  1868. 
"  To  His  Highness  FuAD  Pacha,  Minister  of  Fordgn  Affairs,  etc. 

"  HiGHifEss : — The  frigate  carrying  the  flag  of  Admiral 
Farragut  having  arrived  in  the  Dardanelles,  I  have  the 
honor  to  beg  your  Highness  that  permission  be  granted  the 
same  to  pass  the  Straits. 

"  Although  vessels  of  the  size  of  the  one  in  question, 
the  Fram,Mvn,  are  excluded  by  the  treaty,  some  exceptions 
have  been  made  from  time  to  time  in  favor  of  similar  vessels 
carrying  a  prince  of  the  blood.  Such  hereditary  dignities 
do  not  exist  in  the  United  States.  If  these  exceptions  are 
limited  exclusively  to  princes  of  the  blood,  historic  persons 
of  the  United  States  cannot  enjoy  the  same  exceptions, 
and  their  position  toward  the  Porte  will  be,  consequently, 
extremely  peculiar. 

"  Admiral  Farragut  is  the  officer  of  the  highest  rank, 
and  the  most  distinguished  iu  the  American  navy.  By  his 
deeds  he  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  safety  of  his  coun- 
try, and  to  the  preservation  of  the  American  Union  against 
its  enemies.     His  reputation  has  become  cosmopolitan,  and 
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as  such  he  has  been  received  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe 
with  princely  honors. 

"  Sovereigns  have  greeted  him  with  most  distinguished 
receptions,  thinking  naore  of  his  glorious  deeds  than  of  his 
birth. 

"  Having  enjoyed  such  great  consideration  elsewhere,  I 
am  led  to  hope  that  His  Majesty  the  Sultan  will  greet  him 
with  equal  honors,  and  that  with  his  usual  generosity,  and 
high  appreciation  of  distinguished  services  and  exploits, 
he  will  grant  to  Admiral  Farragut  the  exception  made  in 
favor  of  the  princes. 

"  He  desires  to  bring  the  FramMin  to  Constantinople, 
exclusively  for  an  object  of  courtesy  toward  a  power  with 
which  the  United  States  have  always  maintained  the 
best  relations,  and  with  which  my  government  desires  to 
remain  in  peace  and  amity. 

"I  beg  your  Highness  to  do  me  the  honor  to  submit 
these  considerations  to  His  Majesty  the  Sultan,  convinced 
as  I  am  that  the  above-mentioned  permission  will  be  re- 
garded as  a  special  favor  to  the  American  people  and  to 
one  of  its  most  faithful  and  distinguished  servants. 

"I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your 
Highness  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 

(Signed)  "  E.  J.  Moeeis." 

To  this  the  following  reply  was  received,  two  days  sub- 
sequently : — 

[No.  33,099—10.] 

"  August  20, 1868. 
"  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  were  kind  enough 

to  address  me  on  the  18th  of  August,  expressing  the  desire 
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that  an  especial  authorization  be  granted  to  tlie  frigate 
carrying  the  flag  of  Admiral  Farragut  to  pass  the  Straits 
of  the  Dardanelles  to  come  to  Constantinople. 

"  As  you  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  in  the  note  allu- 
ded to,  existing  treaties  settle  the  principle  of  the  closing 
of  the  Straits  ;  and  although  the  dimensions  of  said  frigate 
exceed  the  limits  expressly  agreed  upon  by  the  Treaty 
of  Paris,  His  Majesty  the  Sultan,  my  august  sovereign, 
wishing,  however,  to  give  a  proof  of  his  high  regard  for  a 
distinguished  citizen  of  the  great  American  Republic,  has 
taken  pleasure  in  giving  for  that  purpose,  and  in  a  special 
manner,  the  required  authoriiiation  for  the  passage  of  the 
vessel  in  question. 

""While  informing  you  that  instructions  to  this  effect 
have  just  been  sent  by  telegram  to  the  Dardanelles,  I  beg 
you  to  take  into  consideration  the  special  character  of  the 
authorization  granted. 

(Signed)  "  Fuad." 

Upon  receipt  of  the  above,  Mr.  Morris  immediately 
returned  an  acknowledgment  in  the  following  words : — 

"  Constantinople,  Augiist  S3,  1868. 

"Me.  Minister: — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the 
note  by  which  you  kindly  inform  me  that  His  Majesty  the 
Sultan  has  been  pleased  to  grant  authorization  to  the 
frigate  FrcmMim,,  carrying  the  flag  of  Admiral  Farragut, 
to  pass  the  Dardanelles  to  come  to  Constantinople. 

"  This  distinguished  exception  to  the  rules  of  the  treaty 
relative  to  vessels  of  war  to  which  permission  is  given  to 
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enter  these  Straits  during  time  of  peace,  will  be  highly  ap- 
preciated by  my  government  as  a  striking  proof  of  regard 
toward  the  repnblieof  the  United  States,  and  toward  the 
distinguished  man  who  has  so  nobly  sustained  the  honor  of 
his  flag  during  the  recent  civil  war. 

"It  will  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  convey  to  the 
special  knowledge  of  my  government  this'  friendly  and 
gracious  act,  whose  effect  will  be  to  cement  the  good  rela- 
tions existiiig  between  the  two  countries. 

"  I  pray  your  Highness  to  convey  to  His  Majesty  the  Sul- 
tan the  expression  of  my  respectful  and  grateful  acknowledge 
ments  for  his  gracious  courtesy  on  this  occasion,  and  the 
special  favor  which  he  has  extended  to  Admiral  Farragut. 

"  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew,  etc. 

(Signed)  "E.  J.  Moeeis." 

After  receiving  the  first  communication  of  Mr.  Morris, 
the  Minister  of- Foreign  Affairs  addressed  the  following 
circular  to  the  representatives  of  the  powers  signing  the 
Treaty  of  Paris : — 

[No.  23098—25.] 

"  August  19,  1868. 

"  The  frigate  carrying  the  flag  of  Admiral  Farragut  hav- 
ing arrived  in  the  Dardanelles,  the  legation  of  the  United 
States,  while  recognizmg  the  principle  of  the  closing  of 
the  Straits,  established  by  treaties,  has  expressed  to  us  the 
desire  that  it  may  be  permitted,  especially,  to.  pass  this 
Strait  to  come  to  Constantinople. 

"  The  size  of  this  vessel  exceeds,  it  is  true,  the  limits 
established  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris ;  but  His  Imperial  Majesty 
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the  Sultan,  desiring  to  do  an  act  of  courtesy  toward  a 
distinguished  citizen  of  the  great  American  Republic,  and 
to  see  this  magnificent  frigate,  has  accorded,  in  this  case, 
and  in  a  manner  altogether  exceptional,  the  permission 
requested. 

"  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  bring  this  authorization 
to  the  notice  of  the  representatives  of  the  powers  signing 
the  aforesaid  treaty,  who  in  their  capacity  will  please  take 
notice  of  the  special  character  of  the  permission  granted, 
and  which  they  will  find,  I  have  no  doubt,  sufficiently 
justified. 

(Signed)  "  Fuad." 


CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

AREIVAI.     OF     THE     FEANKLIN     OFF     STAMBOTTL — S0ENB8     ON 

BOAED — BANQUET     OF    ENGLISH     AMBASSADOE EECEPTION 

ON  FEANKLIN  OF  TUEKISH  OFFICIALS,  DIPLOMATIO  COEPS, 
ETO. — SCENE  WITH  GEEEK  DEPUTATION,  AND  EUS8IAN 
YACHT — DEPAETUEE CONSTANTINOPLE. 

IN  the  mean  time  the  Admiral  was  quietly  enjoying 
himself  in  visiting  the  dockyards,  military  schools, 
hospitals,  and  ordnance  depots  of  the  Queen  of  the  East, 
and  in  studying  the  customs  of  the  Oriental  world  in  the 
grotesque  streets  of  Pera;  while  the  officers  who  accom- 
panied him,  wearied  out  with  their  protracted  sojourn  in 
a  city  whose  attraction  lies  wholly  in  its  surroundings, 
waited  impatiently  for  the  FromMwi,  and  resigned  them- 
selves to  despair  over  the  avowed  determination  of  their 
commander  to  "fight  it  out  on  this  line  if  it  takes  all 
summer,"  in  order  that  the  principle  involved  might  be 
fully  tested.  Delays  became  vexatious,  and  daily  promises 
of  the  "firman"  sounded  like  an  old  story  to  the  Pera 
captives,  whilst  those  on  the  frigate  grew  rusty  off  Ohanak, 
and  yearned  for  a  change  of  scene.  At  last  the  desired 
order  was  telegraphed  to  Coinmodore  Pennock,  who  lost 
not  a  moment  in  getting  under  weigh,  and  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  21st  we  had  the  pleasure  of  tracing  the  grace- 
ful spars  of  the  flag-ship  above  the  cypress  groves  on 
17* 
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Seraglio  Point,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  frigate  herself, 
moving  on  to  her  anchorage  in  the  Bosphorus,  midway 
between  Europe  and  Asia,  and  directly  opposite  the  Im- 
perial palace  of  Dolma  Baghtche,  where  national  salutes 
were  exchanged  with  a  Turkish  iron-clad  moored  a  short 
distance  below. 

The  arrival  of  the  FranMm  off  Stamboul  inaugurated 
a  new  era  of  official  courtesies,  and  at  the  same  time  cre- 
ated much  surprise  and  speculation  amongst  the  people, 
who  openly  declared  that  they  "  could  not  undei'stand  how 
it  was  managed,"  or  "  for  what  especial  purpose  such  an  im- 
mense war-ship  had  been  permitted  to  anchor  "  with  her 
broadside  looking  directly  into  the  saloons  and  harem  of 
the  Imperial  residence ! 

The  Greeks  looked  unutterably  happy,  and  the  Turks 
correspondingly  indifferent,  while  other  nationalities,  com- 
prising the  mixed  population  around  the  Golden  Horn, 
seemed  to  await,  with  no  little  patience,  the  denouement 
of  this  singular  proceeding. 

In  the  mean  while  the  decks  of  the  flag-ship  were  daily 
thronged  with  thousands  of  wonder-stricken  visitors,  con- 
sisting of  Jews,  Gentiles,  Dervishes,  Priests,  Bosniaques, 
Persians  with  their  high  sheep-skin  conical  hats,  Arabians, 
Caiquedjis,  Circassians,  Bulgarians,  Emirs  with  their  garbs 
of  green,  and 

"  The  wild  Albanian  Mrtled  to  his  knee, 

The  crimson-scarfed  men  of  Macedon  ; 

The  Delhi  with  his  cap  of  terror  on, 

And  crooked  glaive  ;  the  lively,  supple  Greek  ; 

And  Bwaithy  Nuhia's  mutilated  son  ; 

The  bearded  Turk,  that  rarely  deigns  to  speak  ;" 
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all  of  ■whom  circulated  freely  about  the  ship,  pausing 
in  mute  astonishment  before  her  heavy  guns  and  looking 
admiringly  upon  the  different  objects  of  naval  interest. 

In  the  midst  of  this  motley  assemblage,  where  the  fez 
cap  seemed  to  possess  two-thirds  of  the  frigate,  "  Far- Away 
Moses,"  having  transferred  his  headquarters  from  the 
FfoMCyaJid  a  large  stock  of  merchandise  from'  the  bazaars, 
reigned  sole  monarch  of  the  commercial  world,  exacting  a 
tribute  from  all  rival  candi- 
dates for  patronage  ere  he  al- 
lowed them  on  board,  and  ap- 
pearing master  of  ceremonies 
to  all  the  lesser  lights,  and 
chief  dragoman  to  all  disposed 
to  infringe  upon  the  etiquette 
of  the  port  gangway.  The 
harvest  reaped  by  this  diplo- 
matic guide  from  the  treasuries 
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of  the  Fromhlm  and  FroUo  will  enable  him  to  build  a 
home  on  the  smiling  Bosphorus  in  full  view  of  the  scene 
of  his  monetary  labors. 

On  the  evening  of  the  22d,  the  Admiral,  with  Mrs.  Far- 
ragut,  the  staff,  and  Mr.  Morris,  again  proceeded  up  the 
Bosphorus  in  the  FroUo  to  Therapia,  to  dine  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Elliott,  Ambassador  from  England.  Like  all  the 
banquets  which  had  honored  om*  naval  commander  in  the 
East,  this  one  of  the  British  diplomatist  was  most  pleasant 
and  gratifying,  and  afforded  opportunities  for  the  inter- 
change of  the  friendliest  sentiments. 

On  the  24th,  Admirals  Eossam  Pacha  and  Ibrahim 
Pacha,  of  the  Turkish  navy,  were  received  on  board  the 
flag-ship  with  the  customary  honors,  and  then  made  a 
thorough  inspection  of  her  decks.  On  the  following  day 
the  American  Minister,  Mr.  Morris,  was  greeted  with  an 
official  salute,  and  the  echoes  had  scarcely  ceased  ere 
another  discharge  announced  the  arrival  of  General  Omer 
Pacha,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  and  Halil 
Pacha,  Chief  of  the  Ordnance  Department  and  Superin- 
tendent of  Gunnery,  the  latter  requesting  that  the  firing 
on  his  account  might  be  dispensed  with. 

This  officer  conversed  very  well  in  English,  enjoyed  his 
visit  exceedingly,  and  appeared  particularly  interested  in 
the  Dahlgren  guns,  which  he  examined  carefully,  making 
notes  for  future  reference. 

The  same  afternoon  the  Admiral  visited  the  several 
Ambassadors,  and  forwarded  invitations  to  the  Grand 
Vizier  and  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  visit  the 
FranJMn  /  and  while  thus  engaged  in  extending  courtesies 


CONSTANTINOPLE.  397 

to  the  Turkish  Cabinet,  the  flag-ship  was  suddenly  con- 
verted into  a  miniature  ball-room  by  the  unexpected  influx 
of  a  large  party  of  Greek  and  Armenian  belles,  Maids  of 
Athens  personified,  who,  professing  a  great  fondness  for 
the  dance,  were  at  once  gratified  with  the  latest  American 
fashion  in  the  Terpsichorean  art.  They  seemed  to  enjoy 
the  impromptu  reception,  and  disembarked  with  protesta- 
tions of  eternal  fondness  for  "  all  officers  of  the  American 
Navy." 

It  had  been  currently  reported,  and  in  some  circles  ab- 
solutely announced,  that  the  Sultan  purposed  visiting  the 
flag-ship  on  the  approaching  Friday,  immediately  after 
attending  mosque.  It  was  even  asserted  by  "  those  who 
knew  "  that  he  had  been  seed  on  board  in  the  guise  of  a 
soldier,  and  that  he  had  adopted  this  method  of  studying 
the  latest  improvements  in  gunnery  and  the  last  invention 
of  the  "  ever-progressive  Americans." 

In  the  first  case  "  the  wish  was  father  to  the  thought," 
and  in  the  other,  the  minds  of  the  detectives  were  "  fevered 
into  false  creations,"  and  in  every  stout  and  haughty-look- 
ing Turk  their  excited  fancies  pictured  the  great  head  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire  himself! 

All  these  rumors  and  speculations  had  their  origin  in  the 
well-known  fact  that,  at  the  suggestion  of  Admiral  Farra- 
gut,  Mr.  Morris  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Grand 
Vizier,  to  ask  whether  or  not  the  Sultan  should  be  specially 
invited  to  visit  the  Fra/tiJcUn  during  her  anchorage  in  the 
waters  of  the  Golden  Horn ;  and  this  interchange  of  official 
dispatches  was  readily  distorted  into  the  invitation  and 
acceptance  direct. 
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Instead  of  this  the  Minister  received  the  following  reply 
in  French :  — 

"  S0BLIMB  Ports,  August  24,  1868. 

"  Me.  Ministek  : — I' have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
confidential  letter  of  yesterday.  I  greatly  thank  A-dmiral 
Farragut  for  his  kind  attention  in  consulting  me  whether 
or  not  it  would  be  proper  to  invite  the  Sultan  on  board  his 
beautiful  frigate. 

"  I  am  persuaded  that  His  Imperial  Majesty  would  be  de- 
lighted to  accept  an  invitation  of  the  illustrious  Admiral, 
in  order  to  give  him  a  new  proof  of  the  admiration  and 
profound  esteem  which  he  entertains  toward  the  great 
American  people,  but  for  certain  private  reasons  which  will 
prevent  him,  against  his  will,  from  giving  him  that  pleasure. 

"  Already  my  august  Sovereign  had  charged  his  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  and  myself  to  make  a  visit  on  board  the 
Fra/nMin,  and  to  express,  in  his  name,  his  regrets  to  that 
effect. 

"  Eeceive,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurance  of  my  perfect 
consideration, 

"Aali. 

"  His  Excellency  E.   J.   Morbis,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America." 


"While  declining  the  proffered  reception,  His  Majesty 
charged  his  Grand  Chamberlain,  Djemil  Bey,  to  visit  the 
Admiral,  and  in  his  name  to  welcome  him  and  his  officers 
to  Turkey,  and  at  the  same  time  directed  the  Grand  Vizier 
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and  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  go  on  board  the 
FranMin,  and  express  to  their  distinguished  guest  his  re- 
grets at  his  inability  to  visit  his  "  beautiful  frigate." 
Thursday  following  was  fixed  upon  for  this  ceremonial,  and 
during  the  intervening  day  a  grand' reception  was  given  to 
the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  stationed  near  the 
Sublime  Porte.  Many  of  these  officials,  with  their  families, 
availed  themselves  of  the  occasion  to  pay  their  respects  to 
their  American  guest  and  to  inspect  his  ship.  Amongst 
those  present  were  the -Eussian  Ambassador,  General  Igna- 
tieffi  and  suite,  with  Madame  Ignatieff;  the  English,  Hon. 
Mr.  Elliott  and  Mrs.  Elliott ;  the  French,  M.  Bouree ;  the 
Italian,  M.  Bertinatti ;  the  Prussian  Oharg^  d' Affaires,  and 
M.  Stenersen,  the  Oharg6  of  Sweden  and  Norway.  The 
Greek  Envoy,  M.  Delyannis,  made  his  call  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  the  Spanish  sent  a  very  friendly  note  regrettiug 
that  he  was  not  able  to  attend. 

,  As  each. representative  arrived  at  tlie  starboard  gangway 
he  was  received  with  a  salute  of  17  guns,  while  the  flag  of 
his  country  was  raised  to  the  fore,  and  the  band  played  the 
appropriate  national  melody,  creating  a  great  excitement 
amongst  the  be^yildered  Turks  on  shore,  who  doubtless  be- 
lieved a  bombardment  in  progress,  and  scattering  the  clus- 
tering caiques  to  a  safe  distance  from  the  ship's  broadsides. 
The  reception  continued  during  four  hours,  and  was  made 
more  than  usually  animating  by  the  constantly  changing 
uniforms  of  the  several  visitors  and  the  number  and  variety 
of  airs  performed  by  the  band.  It  was  also  a  pleasant 
sight  to  witness  the  fraternizing  of  so  many  nationalities, 
ea(^  one  of  which  maintains  an  immense  standing  army 
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to  make  war  upon  the  other  whenever  the  slightest  provo- 
cation offers ! 

But  the  entente  cordiale  on  board  the  FranTcUn  on  that 
memorable  day  was  perfect,  and  suggested  the  approach 
of  the  millennium,  when  the  English  lion  shall  lie  down 
peacefully  with  the  Gallic  game-cock,  and  the  great 
Eussian  bear  clasp  in  loving  embrace  the  swarthy  soldiers 
of  Macedonia  and  Turkey. 

On  the  27th  of  August,  in  accordance  with  previous 
arrangement,  the  ship  was  placed  in  readiness  to  receive 
the  two  Cabinet  Ministers  who  were  to  represent  "  their 
august  sovereign;"  and  at  the  appointed  time  their  Excel- 
lencies, Aali  Pacha  and  Fuad  Pacha,  came  on  board,  were 
greeted  with  all  honors,  and  at  once  escorted  to  the 
Admiral's  cabin,  where  a  handsome  luncheon  of  fruits 
had  been  provided  for  them.  While  engaged  with  the 
Admiral,  Captains  Pennock  and  Le  Roy,  and  Mr.  Morris, 
in  friendly  conversation,  considerable  excitement  was  for 
a  few  minutes  created  on  the  spar-deck  by  the  sudden 
irruption  of  a  large  deputation  of  Greeks,  who  passed 
over  the  port  gangway  and  commenced  the  distribiition 
of  proclamations  of  an  inflammatory  character,  printed 
in  English  and  Greek,  and  reading  as  follows : — 

"  Gallant  Admiral  and  Crew  of  the  TJnited  States  frigate 
FrcmMi/n :  Welcome  to  Constantinople ! 
"The  illustrious  name  of  Franklia  has  most  enthusi- 
astically impressed  the  Greeks  of  Constantinople,  and  the 
'  stars  and  stripes,'  Liberty's  own  flag,  waving  over  these 
waters,  have  filled  their  hearts  with  inexpressible  joy. 
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being  for  them,  as  for  all  oppressed,  a  certain  foreboding 
of  the  forthcoming  fall  of  foreign  domination  and  con- 
solidation of  true  liberty. 

"  The  Greeks  of  this  capital,  full  of  gratitude  for  all  that 
the  great  Republic  has  done  in  favor  of  their  brethren 
from  1821  to  1830,  and  likewise  for  the  humane  and 
generous  assistance  lent  both  by  the  government  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  our  Cretan  brethren,  now 
for  two  years  ill-used  and  courageously  fighting  for  their 
independence — the  Greeks  of  Constantinople  hasten  to 
greet  you  with  fraternal  affection,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  express  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  whole  of 
the  American  nation,  the  sense  of  their  deep  grati- 
tude. 

"May  God  grant  that  the  American  and  the  Greek 
nations  may  rejoice  one  day  over  the  liberation  of  this 
historical  country,  in  the  same  manner  as  all  adorers  of 
liberty  all  over  the  world  have  hailed  the  putting  down 
of  the  rebellion  and  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  to 
which  you,  illustrious  Admiral,  have  so  powerfully  contri- 
buted through  your  bravery  and  skill. 

"  Long  live  the  American  nation! 
"  Long  live  the  Greek  nation  ! " 

The  circulation  of  this  paper  was  speedily  checked  by 
the  oflBcer  of  the  deck,  and  the  American  Minister  at 
once  advised  the  deputation  to  desist  from  further  move- 
ments of  this  character,  informing  them  that  Admiral 
Farragut  would    receive  them   as   representatives  of  a 


402  THE   OEUISE   OP   THE   FBANKLIN. 

nation   with  which  his   own  was  npon   terms  of 
understanding. 

Pending  this  commotion,  the  Admiral  left  the  Tu 
officials  in  his  own  cabin,  and  ascending  to  that  o 
Commodore,  sent  for  the  leaders  of  the  deputation 
after  receiving  them  very  kindly,  told  them  franklj 
they  had  shown  great  want  of  judgment  in  comin 
board  as  a  body  at  a  time  when  he  was  enterta: 
several  members  of  the  Turkish  Cabinet,  and  that  the; 
abused  his  hospitality  in  circulating  incendiary  docui] 
against  a  nation  then  receiving  him  as  its  guest:  a 
ceeding  he  would  not  permit. 

This  little  lecture  was  received  in  good  spirit, 
acknowledged  to  be  a  proper  rebuke  for  over  zeal 
was  brought  to  a  happy  termination  by  the  introdu 
of  a  little  girl,  five  years  of  age,  who  stepped  for\ 
and,  in  a  very  sweet  and  distinct  voice,  spoke  the  fo 
ing  panegyric  in  Greek  : — 

Free  Translation* 

"  Live  I  live  I  great  and  glorious  America, 

AVliere  holy  freedom  dwells  I 
Live  1  ye  noble  compatriots  of  Washington, 

Te  exalted  soldiers — in  valor,  godlike  ! 
Live  1  ye  champions  of  brethren  in  bondage  ! 
Live  !  ye  vanguard  of  true  glory  ! 

"  Live  1  live  I  America, 

Whose  name  is  sweet  throughout  Greece — 
Live  !  noble  Farragrut,  champion  of  liberty ; 
Accept  our  guUeless  utterance,  our 
Countless,  devout  prayers.'' 

*  Prom  the  original,  by  Frofeasor  Barton,  of  the  OoUege  of  th 
of  Now  York. 
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A  copy  of  these  verses,  embossed  in  gold  letters  on  white 
satin,  and  fringed  with  red,  white,  and  blue  ribbons,  was 
presented  to  the  Admiral  by  this  little  daughter  of  Hel- 
las, and  by  him  preserved  amongst  his  souvenirs  of  the 
cruise. 

Three  of  the  prime  movers  in  this  affair  were  soon 
afterwards  arrested  and  cast  into  prison ;  but  upon  Mr. 
Morris  representing  the  matter  to  Admiral  Farragut,  then 
at  Athens,  that  officer  at  once  wrote  to  our  Minister, 
saying:  "I  feel  assured  that  if  you  would  represent  to 
his  Excellency,  the  Grand  Vizier,  that  the  only  petition 
presented  to  me  was  by  a  child  about  five  years  of  age,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  and  in  which  I  think 
there  can  be  found  no  cause  of  complaint,  he  would  not 
deem  the  offeuce  sufficient  to  cause  their  incarceration, 
and  I  trust  that  a  consideration  of  the  kind  feelings  which 
have  so  far  existed  between  us  will  induce  him  to  recon- 
sider his  first  decision,  and  excuse  them  from  further 
punishment." 

To  this  letter  Mr.  Morris  replied  that  the  over-zealous 
Greeks  had  been  released,  the  Grand  Yizier  stating  that 
they  were  set  at  liberty  "  exclusively  out  of  deference  for 
the  Admiral,  otherwise  they  would  have  been  sent  into 
exile."  Thus  terminated  this  exciting  little  episode  in 
the  Bosphorus. 

As  soon  as  the  Cabinet  Ministers  had  departed,  the  ship 
was  again  thrown  open,  and  during  the  afternoon  was 
thronged  with  a  most  motley  group  from  Stamboul  and 
its  dependencies. 

On  the  ensuing  day  a  delightful  lull  was  vouchsafed  to 
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US  by  the  violence  of  the  elements,  which  kept  away 
many  visitors,  and  favored  ns  with  several  hours  of  quiet 
association  with  General  Mott,  of  the  United  States  army  ; 
while,  the  morning  following,  a  sudden  change  was  pro- 
duced in  the  appearance  of  the  flag-ship  by  the  clearing 
of  the  decks  of  all  visitors,  and  a  summons  to  the  ofiicers 
and  crew  to  participate  in  the  funeral  rites  over  the  body 
of  a  seaman.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  solemn  and 
impressive  services,  the  body  was  conveyed  ashore  and 
buried  at  Pera,  in  the  Protestant  churchyard,  when  the 
vessel  was  once  more  transformed  into  a  floating  caravan- 
sary, for  hundreds  poured  over  her  sides,  and  seemed  to 
become  fixtures  upon  her  decks. 

It  was  known  to  be  our  last  day  in  Tui'kish  waters,  and 
as  the  curiosity  to  see  the  "  big  American  frigate  "  seemed 
to  have  been  contagious,  the  flag-ship  presented  a  most 
grotesque  and  novel  appearance.  Early  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  same  day,  August  29th,  the  glad  sounds  went  forth 
of  the  order  to  "  weigh  anchor."  These  words  sent  a  thrill 
of  delight  through  the  hearts  of  the  ofiicers,  whose  faces 
were  now  to  be  turned  toward  the  setting  sun,  whose 
evening  glories  were  the  beacon-fires  to  light  them  to  their 
far-distant  homes. 

While  the  crew  were  "  heaving  round  "  at  the  capstan, 
the  Russian  Ambassador,  General  Ignatiefi^^  came  on  board 
from  his  steam  yacht  to  bid  farewell  to  the  ofiicers,  with 
whom  he  had  established  the  most  friendly  relations. 
Our  own  Minister,  Mr.  Morris,  was  also  with  us  to  the 
last  moment,  and,  after  leaving  the  ship,  lingered  in  his 
handsome  caique  to  wave  adieux,  and  to  receive  return 
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greetings  from  those  to  whom  he  had  always  been  most 
hospitable  and  courteoi^.  .  . 

Before  the  departure  of  the  flag-ship,  a  little  incident 
happened  which  is  worthy  of  record,  as  one  of  the  side 
scenes  associated  with  the  dramatic  part  of  the  cruise, 
particularly  from  the  excitement  it  produced  in  the 
feverish  brains  of  foreign  journalists.  When  the  Russian 
Ambassador  returned  to  his  vessel  and  was  about  to  move 
up  the  Straits,  the  rigging  of  the  yacht  was  suddenly 
covered  with  the  crew,  the  American  colors  were  hoisted, 
and  three  hearty  cheers  rang  through  the  air,  proclaiming 
a  nation's  greeting  to  the  flag  of  a  friendly  power.  This 
was  at  once  acknowledged  by  a  similar  proceeding  on  the 
FrcmMin,  flag  for  flag,  and  cheer  for  cheer,  when  the 
two  vessels  parted,  steaming  in  opposite  directions — the 
one  on  her  way  to  Buyukdere,  the  other  on  her  course 
toward  the  Western  World. 

This  action  was  telegraphed  at  once  to  all  parts  of 
Europe  as  an  evidence  of  the  increasing  amity  existing 
between  Russia  and  America,  and  the  excited  journalists 
referi'ed  to  made  it  the  subject  for  severe  criticism,  and 
went  so  far  as  to  suggest  that  the  French  and  other 
governments  should  demand  an  immediate  explanation; 
and,  failing  in  a  satisfactory  answer,  I  presume  our 
devoted  country  was  to  have  accompanied  the  Franklin, 
with  the  Admiral  and  all,  to  the  bottom  of  the  Atlantic! 

These  writers  wished  to  know  why  other  nations 
were  not  complimented  in  the  same  manner.  The 
answer  is  as  simple  as  the  first  rule  in  arithmetic — the 
vessels  of  other  powers  were  not  there  to  exchange  with 
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US  these  international  greetings,  so  that,  while  mourning 
their  absence,  we  took  what  conxfort  we  could  in  cheering 
the  Russians. 

I  trust  this  explanation  will  avert  the  alternatives  of 
'*  grim-visaged  war,"  and  convince  European  skeptics, 
that  as  a  nation  we  desire  to  live  in  love  and  charity  with 
all  men — and  women  also. 

A  few  minutes  after  six  o'clock  the  Fra/nklm  moved 
proudly  down  the  Bosphorus,  surrounded  by  innumerable 
caiques ;  glided  by  the  lovely  garden  on  Seraglio  Point, 
passed  out  into  the  glistening  Propontis,  and  thus  num- 
bered among  buried  joys  a  visit  which  is  steadfastly  re- 
membered as  one  of  the  grandest  pageants  of  the  cruise. 

As  we  steamed  down  the  Sea  of  Marmora,  and  looked 
for  the  last  time  upon  the  receding  domes  and  minarets 
of  the  Queen  City  of  the  East,  the  inspiration  of  a  lovely 
night  added  untold  charms  to  the  Orif^Atal  glory  which 
surrounds  that  cosmopolitan  metropolis. 

We  had  passed  three  weeks  within  her  shav^ovs  (and  three 
weeks  with  naval  officers  in  sight-seeing  is  equivalent  to  as 
many  months  with  landsmen),  and  during  that  time  had 
visited  every  point  of  interest  in  and  around  that  great  em- 
porium of  the  East.  We  had  gone  shoeless  into  the  mosques, 
and  had  ransacked  the  booths  of  the  bazaars  ;  we  had  left 
our  footprints  on  the  unpaved  highways  of  the  old  city, 
and  our  purses  in  the  clutches  of  the  merchants  ;  we  had 
visited  the  convent  of  Cassim  Pacha,  and  watched  the 
rotatory  worship  of  the  "  Dancing  Dervishes,"  reflecting 
how  eagerly  they  would  be  seized  upon  in  America  for 
the  "  German ; "  and  had  crossed  over  to  Scutari,  known  to 
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all  the  world  from  its  associations  with  Florence  Night- 
ingale, and  had  our  ears  assailed  with  the  discordant  ser- 
vices of  the  Ruflayee  or  Howling  Dervishes  ;  we  had  been 
shaken  to  distraction  in  an  Araba  (carriage !)  over  the 
corduroy  streets  of  Pera,  and  had  balanced  ourselves  for  a 
sail  along  the  Golden  Horn  in  a  light  caique  which 
constantly  threatened  a  watery  grave;  we  had  seen  the 
Hippodrome  and  Bin  Bir  Derek,  the  cistern  of  the  thousand 
columns,  and  gazed  upon  the  seven  towers ;  had  made 
ourselves  at  home  in  the  great  city,  exchanged  fond 
glances  with  Armenian  beauties,  and  danced  most  zeal- 
ously with  Franks,  Greeks,  and  Circassians ;  and,  above 
all,  had  smoked  chibouques  with  the  Grand  Vizier,  and 
the  narghile  with  the  natives,  and  received  indifferent 
recognition  from  the  head  and  front  of  the  great  Ottoman 
Empire ! 

With  such  a  varied  experience,  and  commanding  such 
favorable  opportunities  for  visiting  all  these  places  of 
interest,  it  is  not  surprising  that  we  should  have  become 
familiar  with  Constantinople  and  its  surroundings,  or  have 
learned  to  enjoy  its  lights  and  mourn  over  its  shadows. 
As  a  city,  viewed  from  the  heights  above  Scutari  or  from 
the  Sea  of  Marmora,  it  presents  the  most  fascinating  coup 
d^mil  the  imagination  could  possibly  trace.  Its  position  is 
grand  and  picturesque  beyond  description,  and  although  I 
may  differ  from  other  writers,  I  cannot  withhold  my  own 
testimony  to  its  unsurpassed  external  beauty. 

Situated  at  the  confluence  of  the  Bosphorus  with  the 
ancient  Propontis,  and  upon  a  point  stretching  out  as  it 
were  to  grasp  the  Continent  of  Asia,  the  extensive  triangle 
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fringed  with  old  walls,  sweeping  around  to  the  Golden 
Horn,  and  embracing  numerous  mosques,  with  their  im- 
pressive domes,  gracefully  tapering  minarets  crowned 
with  the  gilded  crescent,  and  clusters  of  houses  painted 
in  every  variety  of  color,  the  whole  intermingled  with 
groves  of  the  evergreen 

"  Cypress,  saddening  by  the  sacred  mosque ; 
The  gleaming  turret  of  the  gay  kiosk  ;  " 

the  eye  surveys  a  picture  unparalleled  in  Europe,  and  the 
mind  realizes  all  the  beauties  of  Eastern  landscape  imagery. 

On  entering  the  city,  however,  the  scene  rapidly 
changes,  and  the  outside  glories  of  Stamboul  vanish 
before  the  repulsive  degradation  which  stalks  abroad 
in  her  narrow  and  filthy  thoroughfares. 

The  city  proper  presents  an  immense  cluster  of  small 
iiouses,  constructed  principally  of  wood  or  rough  stone, 
situated  along  a  perfect  labyrinth  of  narrow,  crooked, 
badly  paved  streets,  always  filled  with  dogs  of  the  coyote 
species,  who  are  nominally  the  scavengers  of  the  city,  but 
whose  chief  occupation  seems  to  be  that  of  sleeping,  which 
they  prosecute  with  great  industry. 

There  is  something  amusing  in  the  instinctive  discipline 
of  these  animals.  They  are  distributed  about  the  city  for 
duty,  and  assigned  to  certain  localities,  where  they  remain 
more  steadily  than  ever  watchman  to  his  post ;  and  if  any 
fellow-cur  ventures  to  cross  into  their  bailiwick,  it  is  at  once 
made  a  casus  belli,  and  the  intruder  is  summarily  ejected. 

The  principal  amusement  of  the  city  for  a  stranger  is 
in  watching  the  groups  of  motley  characters,  dressed  in  cos- 
tumes representing  as  many  nationalities  as  were  created 


CONSTANTINOPLE. 


409 


at  the  Tower  of  Babel,  who  pass  and  repass  at  all  hours  of 
the  day  in  continuous  streams,  each  one  exhibiting  the 
characteristics  peculiar  to  his  race ;  and  in  the  bazaars, 
the  Eldorados  of  the  business  portion  of  the  surrounding 
country . 

But  even  Mr.Brownell,  whose  love  for  antiquities  is  only 
surpassed  by  the  zeal  with  which  he  traces  them  out,  was 
compelled  to  admit,  before  we  left  the  city,  that  he  had 
seen  enough  of  Stamboul,  and  was  ready  to  depart  in  peace. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  our  visit  to  the  East  was  the 
interesting  event  of  the  cruise,  disclosing  a  new  country 
and  new  customs ;  and  as  we  steamed  over  the  unruffled 
Propontis,  those  on  board  who  had,  at  Cowes,  mourned 
over  the  projected  trip  to  the  Levant,  were  the  first  to 
acknowledge  that  they  were  delighted,  and  shares  in  the 
Admiral's  forethought  rose  throe  hundred  per  cent,  in  the 
market  of  public  opinion  within  their  floating  exchange. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

AJSEIVAX    ASD   EECEPTION    IN    ATHENS — OEFIOIAL    VISiriNG — 

SIGHT- SEEING BAPTISM AI-    CEREMONIES     OF    THE    HEIE    TO 

THE   GEECIAW   THEONE — GEAND   BANQUET  BT   THE  KING  OF 
GEEECE. 

THE  cruise  from  Constantinople  to  the  famous  capital 
of  Greece  was  short,  but  exceedingly  interesting. 
There  was  something  exalting  in  the  thought  that  we 
were  rapidly  coursing  towards  that  "  sad  relic  of  departed 
worth,"  through  seas  and  scenes  whose  glory  belongs  to  a 
far-distant  epoch  in  the  annals  of  the  world;  and  some- 
thing ennobling  in  the  anticipation  that  we  were  soon  to 
enjoy  a  spirit-association  with  the  mighty  men  who  con- 
quered on  the  field  of  "  Marathon "  and  thundered  forth 
their  eloquence  from  the  hills  which  surround  the  marble- 
crowned  Acropolis. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  August  30th,  after  looking  for 
the  last  time  upon  the  turrets  of  Stamboul,  we  entered  again 
the  winding  Dardanelles,  and  on  the  same  afternoon  were 
fairly  out  on  the  phosphoric  JEgean,  heading  towards  the 
shoi'es  of  Attica,  and  passing  the  fleeting  moments  in 
studying  distant  headlands  and  poring  over  the  pages  of 
Grecian  history.  On  the  following  day,  after  passing 
through  the  narrow  straits  separating  the  islands  of  Aiidros 
and  Negropont,  the  bold  bluffs  of  Colonna's  Cape,  crowned 
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witli  sixteen  stately  columns,  all  that  remain  of  the  mag- 
nificent temple  of  Minerva,  whose  marble  walls  once 
echoed  the  voices  of  the  "  godlike  men  of  yore,"  stood  out 
in  bold  outline  upon  the  blue  ^gean. 

History  acquainted  us  with  the  interest  attached  to  this 
spot,  and  tradition  still  mantles  it  with  a  mysterious  halo 
which  intensified  its  beauty,  and  we  gazed  with  wonder 
upon  its  outlines,  unchanged  by  the  long  lapse  of  ages. 
When  that  prominent  headland  faded  from  our  view,  we 
traced  the  long  line  of  Attic  hills,  and  fancy  repeopled  their 
barren  slopes  with  the  proud  race  of  twenty  centuries  ago, 
the  uncultivated  aspect  of  the  shore  alone  forcing  upon  us 
the  reality  that  the  land  before  us  was  "  Greece,  but  living 
Greece  no  more  ! " 

The  approach  to  Athens,  for  so  many  ages  the  centre  of 
European  civilization,  has  been  faithfully  described  by  all 
travellers  as  surpassingly  grand,  and  delights  the  eye,-i 
not  only  by  its  natural  beauty,  but  by  the  historic  remem- 
brances it  evokes,  and  to  the  scholar  and  artist  I  can  imagine 
no  more  congenial  spot.  It  was  about  three  o'clock  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  last  day  in  August  when  the  FranTdin 
was  anchored  in  the  outer  harbor  of  Piraeus,  an  open  road- 
stead so  much  exposed  to  the  winds  and  waves  as  to  make 
a  change  of  base  desirable,  which  was  ordered  upon  .the 
following  morning.  In  the  mean  time  Dr.  King,  U.  S. 
Consul,  came  on  board,  and  tendered  his  services  to  the 
Admiral  and  his  officers  during  their  sojourn  at  Athens, 
and  the  customary  salutes  were  exchanged  between  the 
respective  nationalities. 

In  moving  in  to  the  inner  harbor  the  Franklin  was  once 
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more  placed  at  rest  close  to  a  Greek  man-of-war  and  a 
Russian  frigate,  the  latter  the  flag-ship  of  Rear- Admiral 
Boutakov,  commanding  the  Russian  squadron  in  the  Ar- 
chipelago, then  temporarily  in  attendance  upon  the  Grand 
Duchess  Constantine,  mother  of  the  Queen  of  Greece,  who 
was  at  that  time  on  a  visit  to  her  daughter. 

As  soon  as  anchored.  Admiral  Farragut  was  visited  by 
Rear- Admiral  Boutakov  and  the  Captain  of  the  port,  both 
of  whom  were  received  with  the  customary  salutes.  The 
former  is  a  brother  of  the  Vice-Admiral  commanding  the 
Russian  squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Finland^  and  belongs  to 
a  family  of  naval  heroes  who  entertain  the  greatest  friend- 
ship for  Americans,  especially  those  of  the  service  in  which 
they  are  so  prominent. 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  in  this  beautiful  harbor,  our 
vessel  was  complimented  with  a  scene  not  only  inspiriting 
from  the  general  eifect,  but  principally  from  the  evidences 
it  gave  of  the  wonderful  confidence  and  admiration  which 
exist  throughout  that  ancient  kingdom  for  the  flag  of  the 
Great  Republic. 

Upon  our  entrance  the  shores  were  literally  lined  with 
people,  mostly  women  and  children,  waving  handkerchiefs, 
caps,  and  bonnets  most  enthusiastically,  and  cheering  until 
their  voices  became  hoarse  with  the  effort,  in  token  of 
their  friendship  for  the  representatives  of  a  nation  which 
had  always  accorded  them  sympathy  in  their  troubles ; 
while  immediately  thereafter  a  countless  number  of  boats, 
swarming  with  little  children  of  both  sexes,  the  wander- 
ing offspring  of  Cretan  refugees,  darted  out  from  every 
landing-place,  surrounded  the  flag-ship  on  all  sides,  mak- 
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irig  a  cordon  of  living  beings  around  her,  and  shouting 
in  their  "  childish  treble "  with  all  the  excitement  and 
frenzy  of  their  maturer  neighbors  on  shore.  This  was 
continued  uninterruptedly,  and  appeared  likely  to  go  on  to 
the  day  of  judgment,  when  the  agent  came  on  board,  and 
informed  the  Admiral  that  the  only  way  the  youthful 
warblers  could  be  comforted  and  such  demonstrations 
lulled  was  for  him  to  respond  in  person  on  the  deck.  The 
kind-hearted  commander  at  once  consented,  and  upon 
making  his  appearance  was  immediately  recognized,  and 
gave  the  signal  for  a  renewed  shout,  which  must  have  dis- 
turbed the  spirit  of  Themistocles  in  its  tomb  by  the  "  sad 
sea  waves  "  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  And  thus  the 
excitement  continued,  somewhat  intensified  by  the  sinking 
of  a  wharf  or  platform  under  the  pressure  of  a  mass  of 
witnesses,  until  the  Admiral  bowed  himself  out  of  sight, 
when  the  unfortunate  little  offspring  of  the  soldiers  of 
Crete  returned  to  all  they  possessed  of  home,  and  dreamed 
that  their  independence  and  restoration  was  at  last  secured 
by  the  arrival  of  a  live  Admiral  in  his  "  big  frigate,"  and 
that  they  were  henceforth  to  enjoy  liberty  under  the  pro- 
tecting gegis  of  the  "  all-powerful  "  Hepublic  of  America. 
At  the  conclusion  of  this  animated  scene  the  Admiral, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Farragut,  Mrs.  Pennock,  and  his 
staff,  disembarked  in  his  barge,  and  upon  reaching  shore 
had  to  storm  a  swaying  wall  of  humanity  which  seemed 
impenetrable,  from  the  anxiety  manifested  to  obtain  a 
glimpse  of  his  person.  The  crowd  elbowed,  pushed,  and 
jostled,  but  finally  opened  a  narrow  avenue  for  his  pas- 
sage to  the  carriages  in  readiness,  and  immediately  there- 
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after  lie  was  driven  off  on  the  road  to  Athens,  amidst  the 
wildest  cheers  and  excitement. 

From  the  furore  of  this  greeting  by  the  sons  of  Greece, 
it  appeared  reasonable  to  suppose  that  had  he  desired  or 
permitted  it  he  would  have  been  conveyed  the  entire  dis- 
tance of  five  miles  in  triumph,  upon  the  shoulders  of  some 
of  the  more  enthusiastic  of  the  throng. 

Over  a  route  famous  in  ancient  as  well  as  modern  times 
for  its  dust  and  heat,  a  closed  conveyance  in  modest  re- 
tirement was  certainly  preferable  to  an  open  one  with  the 
public  celebrity,  and  the  Admiral  was  only  too  happy  to 
find  that  he  had  escaped  without  being  compelled  to  ad- 
dress the  assembled  multitudes. 

The  road  from  the  modem  port  to  the  ancient  capital  is 
intensely  interesting  from  the  associations  it  evokes,  every 
old  wall  or  ruined  castle  recalling  a  period  anterior  to  the 
dawn  of  the  Christian  era.  Although  there  is  little  along 
its  immediate  course  but  the  wild  cactus,  the  olive  groves, 
and  fig  plantations  to  arouse  the  attention,  the  objects 
which  flant  it  on  either  side  are  absorbing  beyond  descrip- 
tion, and  afforded  so  much  food  for  reflection  that  we 
reached  the  capital  before  we  had  thought  ourselves  mid- 
way on  the  journey.  Entering  the  classic  old  city  by  the 
street  of  Hermes,  the  Admiral  proceeded  at  once  to  his 
hotel,  where  he  was  most  courteously  and  cordially  re- 
ceived by  the  Hon.  Charles  K.  Tuckerman,  United  States 
Minister  Eesident,  who  had  preceded  us  but  a  few  months 
as  the  representative  of  America  at  this  Court,  and  also 
by  his  highly  accomplished  wife,  both  of  whom  had  been 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  party  from  Piraeus. 
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After  the  most  friendly  interchange  of  greetings  and  an 
unusual  amount  of  hand-shaking,  justified  by  the  former 
associations  of  those  present,  the  Admiral,  accompanied 
by  a  portion  of  his  staff  and  Mr.  Tuckerman,  sallied  forth 
upon  a  regular  tour  of  official  visiting,  resembling  guard- 
mounting  in  the  army  in  its  form  and  regularity,  and  ac- 
complished the  wonderful  feat  of  calling  upon  such  Min- 
isters of  the  Cabinet  and  foreign  Ambassadors  as  were 
then  in  the  capital ;  for  be  it  known  that  the  modern  Athe- 
aians  have  their  Newports  and  Saratogas,  and  appear  as 
fond  of  a  change  of  air  as  the  most  asthmatic  old  lady  in 
America. 

Our  advent  in  Athens  was  beautifully  honored  that 
evening  by  a  most  gorgeous  sunset — 

"  Not  as  in  Northern  climes,  obsonrely  bright, 
But  one  unclouded  blaze  of  living  light  "^ 

one  of  those  superb  and  yet  mellow  curtains  of  sapphire 
which  set  painters  wild  and  consign  poets  to  the  asylum ; 
and  taking  advantage  of  its  balmy  inspiration  we  gladly 
welcomed  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Tuckerman  to  visit  the 
stately  ruins  of  the  once  majestic  temple  of  Jupiter 
Olympus,  which  consist  of  sixteen  of  the  original  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Corinthian  columns  which  then  covered 
the  now  deserted  square.  Passing  by  the  triumphal  arch 
of  Hadrian,  we  stood  before  these  wonderful  monuments 
of  Grecian  art  and  silently  contemplated  their  simple  yet 
massive  proportions,  their  chaste  yet  beautiful  architec- 
ture, and  the  mighty  scenes  of  twenty  centuries  ago  were 
once  more  pictured  on  the  mind ;  the  past  usurped  the 
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present  in  the  imagination,  and  our  dreams  were  only  dis- 
turbed bj  observing  the  gay  groups  assembled  at  the  base 
of  these  massive  shafts  of  Pentelic  marble,  not  to  quaff 
the  nectar  of  the  gods,  but  the  poorest  beverage  of  mod- 
ern times ;  for  even 

"  These  proud  pillars  claim  no  passing  sigh  ; 
Unmoved  the  Moslem  sits,  the  light  Greeks  carol  by." 

The  Admiral  was  as  much  delighted  with  these  ruins  as 
the  most  enthusiastic  of  his  suite,  and  measured  the  diam- 
eter of  a  prostrate  column  with  a  preciseness  that  sug- 
gested a  comparison  with  the  same  order  of  architecture 
elsewhere  ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  considers  the  mechan- 
ics of  the  present  day  equal  to  those  who  flourished  in  the 
reign  of  Pericles  or  who  handled  a  chisel  under  the  eye 
of  Phidias,  and  that  with  proper  means  they  could  build  a 
temple  which  would  rival  the  noblest  of  ancient  Greece. 

In  examining  all  antiquities,  the  Admiral  invariably 
took  a  very  practical  view  of  the  subject,  and  never  per- 
mitted the  fascinating  romance  of  the  past  to  depreciate 
his  confidence  in  the  art  of  the  present ;  nor  does  he  agree 
with  many  others  that  the  age  has  deteriorated,  but  main- 
tains the  idea  that  it  has  steadily  advanced  until  it  has 
culminated  in  the  inventions  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

The  first  night  in  Athens  afforded  to  all  much  food  for 
contemplation.  There  was  something  peculiarly  exciting 
in  the  thought  that  here,  under  the  shadows  of  a  temple 
whose  corner-stone  was  laid  twenty-four  hundred  years 
ago,  by  one  of  the  wisest  of  her  rulers ;  within  sight  of  the 
hiU  upon  which  St.  Paul  preached  to  the  people,  and  the 
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adjoining  mound  where  the  "  men  of  might  and  grand  in 
soul,"  Theraistocles,  Pericles,  Demosthenes,  and  others, 
thundered  forth  their  eloquence ;  perhaps  on  the  very  spot 
where  the  heroes  of  Marathon  and  Salamis  assembled  to 
receive  the  thanks  of  their  countrymen ;  within  a  city 
whose  origin  antedates  the  Christian  era  by  nearly  fifteen 
centuries  ;  that  in  the  very  midst  of  such  associations  the 
picture  should  be  reversed,  and  disclose  the  Admiral-in- 
Chief  of  a  nation,  whose  existence  was  unknown  until 
as  many  centuries  after  Christ  as  the  foundation  of  that  city 
was  before,  received  with  a  fury  of  excitement  by  the  de- 
scendants of  such  men,  as  the  representative  of  a  govern- 
ment believed  by  them  to  be  the  most  powerful  in  the 
world  I 

On  the  morning  after  oiu*  arrival,  escorted  by  Mr.  Tuck- 
erman  and  Professor  Koeppen,  librarian  to  the  King,  who 
knows  Grecian  history  as  well  as  if  he  had  lived  there 
since  the  days  of  Aristides,  a  pilgrimage  was  made  to  the 
Mecca  of  all  antiquarians,  the  grand  monument  of  Hellenic 
art. 

Ascending  the  Acropolis,  we  passed  up  the  worn  steps 

of  the  Propylaea,  lingered  in  the  Pinacotheca  to  examine 

specimens  of  sculpture  which  have  escaped  the  ravages  of 

time  and  the  vandalism  of  travellers,  and  listened  to  the 

enthusiastic  denunciations  of  the  Professor  against  "  those 

horrid   Turks,"  who   have  mutilated  many  of  the  finer 

figures.    Upon  this  point  the  librarian's  indignation  could 

not  be  checked ;  he  loves  the  Turks  in  the  same  proportion 

as  that   race  love    the  Arabs,  and  the  appearance  of  a 

maimed  statue  of  Venus  or  Minerva,  or  a  noseless  Jupiter, 
18* 
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added  fresh  fuel  to  his  ire,  and  if  the  Ottoman  Empire 
could  have  been  destroyed  at  one  fell  swoop  he  would 
have  struck  the  blow  without  hesitation. 

From  this  chamber  we  passed  to  the  Temple  of  the  Wing- 
less Victory,  erected  in  honor  of  Marathon,  and  to  the 
Erechtheum,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  crowning  glory  of 
the  Acropolis  and  the  world,  the  peerless  Parthenon,  and 
within  its  majestic  ruins,  "  the  abode  of  gods  whose  shrines 
no  longer  burn,"  summoned  up  from  the  sepulchre  of  ages 
the  great  spirits  whose  eloquent  voices  once  proclaimed 
the  might  and  power  of  that  long-lost  kingdom. 

To  the  modern  tourist  there  is  always  an  irresistible 
desire  to  linger  upon  this  monumental  hill,  the  classic 
associations  receiving  additional  power  as  the  mind  tra- 
verses the  dim  regions  of  the  past;  but  with  us  time 
was  of  importance,  and  we  followed  our  leaders  to  the 
well-preserved  Temple  of  Theseus  and  thence  returned 
to  "  headquarters,  "  to  receive  the  visits  of  the  diplomatic 
corps,  cabinet  ministers,  and  other  dignitaries.  Among 
those  who  called  were  the  Austrian  Envoy,  Baron  de 
Testa ;  the  Italian,  Le  Comte  della  Minerva ;  the  Rus- 
sian, M.  ]S"ovikoff ;  the  Turkish,  Photiades  Bey ;  the 
English,  Hon.  Mr.  Erskine ;  the  French,  Oomte  de 
Gobineau ;  the  Minister  of  Justice,  M.  Barboglis  and 
Bear-Admiral  Boutakov,  many  of  whom  were  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Tuckerman. 

During  the  same  evening  another  expedition  was  organ- 
ized to  see  the  Parthenon  by  moonlight,  a  duty  as  neces- 
sary in  Athens  as  that  in  Borne  which  gathers  visitors 
within  the  "  eyeless  holes  of  the  Coliseum."    The  excur- 
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sion  was  a  most  pleasant  one,  and  amply  rewarded  the 
enthusiastic  pilgrims  for  their  devotion  to  classic  lore. 

The  following  moi'ning,  September  3d,  was  the  inaugu- 
ration of  a  three  days'/I^fe,  in  honor  of  the  baptism  of  the 
recently-born  heir  to  the  throne  of  Greece,  who  was  to  be 
Christianized  with  all  the  pomp  and  ceremonial  of  the 
Church,  and  named  Constantine,  in  order  that  a  prophecy 
might  be  fulfilled  which  assures  the  Greeks  that  one  of 
that  name  shall  regain  the  Ottoman  Empire  and  re-estab- 
lish Greek  ascendency  in  Constantinople.  To  give  addi- 
tional eclat  to  this  important  ceremonial,  Admiral  Farra- 
gut  had  been  specially  desired  to  assist  at  the  fetes,  with 
such  officers  as  he  might  invite,  and  to  witness  the  bap- 
tism of  the  royal  infant,  not  in  the  capacity  of  sponsor, 
which  would  have  made  him  responsible  for  his  good 
behavior,  but  simply  as  a  distinguished  visitor ;  and 
accordingly,  early  on  the  morning  specified  he  proceeded, 
with  Mrs.  Fai'ragut,  Mr.  Tuckerman,  and  several  of  his 
staff,  to  the  magnificent  cathedral  and  there  became  a 
"  looker-on  in  Yienna,"  and  at  the  same  time  divided  with 
the  heir-apparent  the  curiosity  of  the  assembled  multi- 
tude. 

During  the  morning  hours  the  town  of  Athens  was  in 
the  streets  or  on  the  balconies.  The  people  seemed  jubi- 
lant over  the  auspicious  augury,  and  doubtless  anticipated 
a  speedy  realization  of  their  visions  of  resuscitated  power. 
Regiments  of  soldiers  poured  into  the  city  from  different 
quarters,  and  formed  a  serried  avenue  from  the  palace  to 
the  cathedral.  At  10  o'clock  precisely  the  procession 
moved   from  the  royal  residence,  and  proceeded  slowly 
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along  the  military  lines.  The  King  rode  on  one  side  of 
the  carriage  containing  the  "  little  stranger,"  who  was 
apparently  enjoying  a  most  delightful  siesta,  and  his 
brother,  the  Grand  Duke  Nicolas  Constantinowich,  kept 
guard  on  the  other,  while  the  maids  of  honor,  dressed  and 
decorated  in  the  latest  mode,  and  with  eyes  sparkling 
"  bright  as  the  jewels  of  Giamschid,"  supported  the  rear 
of  the  brilliant  cortege,  and  received  occasional  smiles  of 
recognition  from  a  fortunate  few  who  watched  the  celebra- 
tion from  the  side-walks. 


The  ceremony  at  the  cliurcli  was  very  imposing,  and, 
like  those  of  bridals  all  the  world  over,  intensely  interest- 
ing to  those  concerned.  The  Grand  Duchess  Alexandrina 
Oonstantinowna,  mother  of  the  Queen,  responded  for  her 
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grandchild,  the  Duke  of  Sparta,  who  behaved  remarka- 
bly well  during  the  services,  evincing  all  the  attributes  of 
that  "  dignity  that  doth  hedge  a  king;"  and  over  two  hun- 
dred bishops  and  priests  officiated  in  the  solemn  ceremo- 
nials. 

All  the  dignitaries  of  Greece  were  present  on  this  occa- 
sion in  full  regalia,  together  with  persons  of  note  then  in 
Athens.  Among  the  former  were  the  cabinet  officers,  M. 
Bulgaris,  President  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Delyan- 
nis,  Barboglis,  Simos,  Mavromichalis,  Spiro-Miglio,  and 
Canaris,  Ministers  of  the  several  Departments  ;  M.  Morai- 
tinis.  President  of  Supreme  Court ;  Generals  Lazzaretos 
and  Sir  K.  Church;  M.  Ehodostamos,  Marechal  de  la 
Cour ;  M.  Provilengio,  Procureur-General ;  and  the  com- 
manding officers  of  Greek  vessels  of  war.  Of  the  latter, 
there  were  the  diplomatic  corps,  secretaries  of  legation, 
and  the  commanders  of  the  foreign  ships  of  war  lying  in 
Piraeus  harbor. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony  the  procession  re- 
turned to  the  palace,  where  the  King  held  a  grand  levee, 
at  which  Admiral  Farragut,  with  part  of  his  staff,  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Tuckerman  to  His  Majesty,  whose  recep- 
tion of  our  naval  hero  was  remarkably  cordial  and  expres- 
sive, the  Queen's  mother,  one  of  the  stateliest  women  in 
Europe,  advancing  and  shaking  his  hand  most  warmly, 
and  assuring  him  of  the  great  pleasure  she  felt  in  meeting 
him  again  on  the  southern  side  of  Kussia, 

During  the' same  evening  the  city  was  brilliantly  illumi- 
nated in  honor  of  the  events  of  the  day,  in  the  midst  of 
which  a  very  pleasant  reunion  was  arranged  at  the  hos- 
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pitable  residence  of  the  American  Minister,  to  afford  the 
indefatigable  missionaries  of  Greece  and  their  no  less  zeal- 
ous wives,  who  have  passed  years  in  devoting  themselves 
to  their  noble  work,  an  opportunity  of  meeting  one  whom 
they  had  never  yet  seen,  but  whose  deeds  had  become  the 
subject  of  wonder  among  the  people  of  that  far-off  name- 
sake of  august  Athena.  The  affair  passed  off  most  pleas- 
antly, and  the  delighted  guests  reluctantly  separated  at  a 
late  hour,  evidently  charmed  with  the  simplicity  of  the 
"  fighting  Admiral,"  and  most  agreeably  disappointed 
with  his  pacific  notions. 

On  the  following  morning  a  third  pilgrimage  was  made, 
for  the  benefit  of  Commodore  Pennock,  to  the  silent  ora- 
tors on  the  Acropolis,  upon  which  occasion  the  usual  en- 
thusiasm was  manifested,  and  the  party  returned  to  pre- 
pare for  an  extensive  banquet,  to  be  given  in  the  palace 
on  the  same  evening  ;  while  the  ladies  of  the  diplomatic 
corps,  with  Mrs.  Farragut,  were,  during  the  day,  presented 
to  the  King  and  Queen,  and  most  graciously  received. 
At  the  royal  entertainment  there  were  assembled  nearly 
two  hundred  guests,  comprising  all  the  members  of  the 
household,  the  diplomatic  corps,  distinguished  officers  of 
the  army  and  navy,  and  the  prominent  dignitaries  of 
Greece,  all  supported  by  their  smiling  wives. 

The  Admiral,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Farragut,  Commo- 
dore Pennock,  Captain  Le  Roy,  Commander  and  Mrs. 
Harmony,  part  of  his  staff,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuckerman, 
was  seated  vis-d-vis  to  the  King,  who  was  supported  on 
the  right  and  left  by  the  diplomatic  corps,  while  the  other 
guests  were  properly  distributed  along  the  tables,  set  in, 


ATHENS. 


423 


the  form  of  the  letter  £,  according  to  the  excellent  ar- 
rangement of  M.  Ehodostamos,  Grand  Marechal  de  la 
Cour.     The  Admiral  was  flanked  by  this   accomplished 


gentleman  and  Admiral  Boutakov,  and  conversed  chiefly 
with  King  George,  whom  he  had  met  in  Denmark  at  the 
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rojal  banquet  of  Ms  father.  His  Majesty  wore  his  naval 
uniform,  as  he  confesses  to  ajpenchant  for  that  service,  and 
told  our  naval  hero  that  he  had  appeared  in  it  entirely  out 
of  compliment  to  him.  He  also  drank  his  health  in  a 
glass  of  the  purest  "  nectar,"  and  wished  all  prosperity  to 
his  country  and  himself.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
great  ovation  was  most  brilliant,  and  a  decided  tribute  to 
the  future  monarch  of  Greece. 


CHAPTEE  XL. 

ADDKE8S   FEOM  THE   MATOE   OF   PIE^US EEOEPTION   OF    THE 

OABINBT  MINISTERS  AND  DIPLOMATIC  C0EP8  ON  THE  FKANE;- 
Lm EEOEPTION  OF  KING  GEOEGE  AND  THE  EOTAL  HOUSE- 
HOLD— ^BANQUET  OF  THE  AMEEICAN  MINISTEE — ^DONATIONS 
TO    CEETAN   EEFUGEE8. 

ON  the  following  morning  there  was  a  general  return 
to  the  flag-ship,  to  assist  in  the  ceremonies  of  the 
afternoon,  which  consisted  in  the  oflBcial  reception  of  the 
Grecian  Cabinet  and  the  members  of  the  diplomatic 
corps.  While  preparing  for  this  ovation  the  Admiral  was 
visited  by  the  Hon.  M.  Masson,  conveying  from  the  Mayor 
of  Piraeus  the  following  address,  printed  in  Greek  and 
English : — 

"  To  Admibai.  Fabbagut,  Oommanding  the  Naval  Forces  of  the 
tTnited  States  of  America  in  the  Mediterranean. 

"  SiE : — ^Permit  me,  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Piraeus,  and  as  their  Chief  Magistrate,  to  welcome  to  our 
port  an  illustrious  citizen  and  ofiicer  of  a  great  and  happy 
nation,  and  to  express  our  heartfelt  joy  to  see  you  here. 

"  Thirty-seven  years  ago,  the  symbol  of  Moslem  despot- 
ism floated  over  the  ruins  of  our  paternal  homesteads. 

"  Our  fathers,  when  all  but  exhausted  by  the  toils  of  war 
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and  by  the  most  extreme  hardships  and  privations,  re- 
ceived from  your  fathers  effective  succor,  and  finally 
attained,  so  far,  the  greatest  of  earthly  blessings,  national 
freedom. 

"  You,  sir,  as  a  prominent  champion  in  the  cause  of 
constitutional  liberty  and  humanity,  are  peculiarly  fitted 
to  appreciate  our  feelings,  and  to  convey  the  unfeigned 
expression  of  our  gratitude  to  your  countrymen. 

"When  you  go  back  to  your  trans- Atlantic  home,  where 
thousands  of  devoted  hearts. await  yoiu-  return,  please  tell 
yoiu-  fellow-citizens,  that  from  amidst  the  remains  of  an- 
cient Hellenic  grandeur,  and  from  the  rising  towns  and 
villages  of  reviving  Greece,  we  send  them  salutations  of 
affection,  gratitude,  and  esteem. 

"  Tell  them  that  the  struggle  for  Greek  independence, 
which  commenced  half  a  century  ago,  still  continues.  Tell 
them  that  in  our  efforts  to  complete  the  work  which  our 
fathers  began  and  so  far  achieved,  we  count  on  encour- 
agement from  those  whom  a  divine  blessing  on  their  own 
contendings  has  raised  above  the  bitter  necessity  of  ask- 
ing assistance  from  others. 

"  Finally,  assure  your  countrymen  that  in  continuing  the 
unfinished  emprise  of  our  fathers,  all  we  require  is  to 
obtain  from  the  present  generation  in  the  United  States 
the  same  encouragement  and  succor  that  your  fathers 
accorded  to  Greece,  when  they  fed  the  hungry  and  clothed 
the  naked,  and  diffused  solace  and  hope  in  her  darkest 
hours  of  suffering  and  dismay. 

"May  the  arm  of  the  Almighty  shield  and  prosper  both 
you  and  your  glorious  country,  and  direct  and  bless  all 
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your  efforts  to  promote  the  freedom  a,nd  happiness  of 
mankind. 

(Signed)  "D.  Montzopouli, 

"  Mayor  of  Piraeus. 
"PiRaws,  September  1st,  1868." 

This  address,  which  proves  that  the  Greeks  have  not 
forgotten  the  past  sympathies  of  America,  was  received 
and  read  by  tlie  Admiral,  and  afterward  acknowledged 
in  a  written  communication,  expressing  his  thanks  for  the 
complimentary  allusions  to  his  country  and  himself. 

Shortly  after  the  departure  of  the  local  envoy,  the  signal 
gun  announced  the  arrival  of  the  American  Minister,  Mr. 
Tuckerman,  who  was  speedily  succeeded  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  Mr.  D.  Bulgaris,  and  the  members  of  the  Greek 
cabinet  enumerated  above,  and  the  French,  English,  Turk- 
ish, Prussian,  and  Italian  Ministers — the  Russian  being 
detained  at  home  by  an  unforeseen  circumstance. 

This  formidable  invasion  of  so  many  dignitaries  occa- 
sioned a  rapid  succession  of  salutes  and  a  continuous 
medley  of  national  airs,  all  seemingly  blended  into  one 
grand  overture,  which  could  have  been  appropriately 
styled  the  "  march  of  the  world  "  during  the  millennium. 

The  constant  firing  created  an  unusual  excitement  in 
that  harbor,  the  reverberations  of  the  heavy  discharges 
awaking  echoes  along  the  classic  hills,  from  the  throne 
of  Xerxes  on  the  west  to  Mount  Hymettus  on  the  east, 
contrasting  strangely  with  the  stillness  which  broods  over 
the  historic  plains  between. 

A  very  handsome  entertainment  had  been  provided  in: 
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the  Admiral's  cabin,  and  all  tastes  seemed  to  be  gratified. 
All  harmonized  most  admirably,  and  even  the  representa- 
tives of  Greece  and  Turkey  looked  smilingly  upon  one 
another,  and  appeared  for  the  time  to  "  forgive  and  forget " 
their  national  prejudices  and  animosities. 

During  the  evening  much  amusement  was  afforded  by 
the  illumination  of  the  city,  and  the  constant  discharge 
of  rockets  in  honor  of  the  baptismal  f6tes ;  for  be  it  knovrn 
that  in  many  parts  of  Europe  the  custom  prevails  of  pro- 
longing any  celebration  for  several  days,  in  order  that  the 
occasion  may  become  impressed  upon  the  memory,  and 
furnish  the  people  the  opportunity  of  blessing  the  "  povv^ers 
that  be  "  for  their  amazing  liberality. 

The  succeeding  Monday  brought  the  announcement 
that  still  another  ceremony  was  on  the  programme,  and 
the  result  proved  that  it  veas  a  second  edition,  enlarged 
and  improved,  of  the  one  which  had  preceded  it,  and 
with  a  sequel  which  presented  the  crowning  act  in  the 
great  Athenian  drama  on  board  the  Franklin. 

It  was  the  anniversary  of  the  coronation  of  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Russias,  and  had  been  specially  designated  by 
King  George  as  the  day  upon  which  he  would  fulfil  his 
engagement  to  visit  the  Admiral  on  his  flag-ship. 

Preparations  for  this  double  service  commenced  at  an 
eai-ly  hour,  and,  long  before  the  time  specified,  the 
FranTclin  was  in  readiness  to  receive  royalty  in  any  shape. 

At  meridian,  the  Russian  ensign  was  raised  to  the 
mast-head  of  all  the  vessels  in  the  harbor,  and  saluted 
with  twenty-one  guns,  each  ship  firing  at  certain  intervals, 
and  thus  creating  an  uproar  not  unlike  a  miniature  battle. 
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This  was  followed  by  a  similar  number  of  salutes  in 
honor  of  the  King,  whose  arrival  on  the  wharf  had  been 
the  signal  for  the  dressing  of  the  ship,  the  manning  of 
the  yards,  and  the  discharge  of  hundreds  of  guns  from 
the  different  men-of-war.  His  Majesty,  accompanied  by 
the  Grand  Duchess  Constantino  and  her  Oram.de  MaA- 
tresse,  the  Countess  Kamaroffski;  Colonels  Kirdeff  and 
Boyers,  Aids-de-Camp  of  the  Grand  Duke;  Madame 
Theocharis,  Orande  Maitresse  da  la  Cour  ;  Mesdemoiselles 
Moraitini  and  Kolokotroni,  Maids  of  Honor;  the  Grand 
Duke  Nicolas ;  Lieut.-Colonel  Manos,  Chief  of  Staff  of 
the  King ;  M.  Ehodostamos,  Marechal  de  la  Cour,  and 
the  Secretaries  and  staff  officers  of  the  royal  household, 
came  on  board  soon  afterward,  and  were  received  with 
full  honors,  the  officers  stationed  in  line  en  grande  tenue, 
the  marines  presenting  arms,  and  the  band  discoursing 
the  Greek  national  airs. 

As  is  well  known,  King  George  is  a  son  of  Christian 
IX.  of  Denmark,  and  a  brother  of  the  Princess  of  "Wales. 
He  was  educated  for  the  navy,  and,  in  his  tour  of  inspec- 
tion of  the  frigate,  asked  questions  concerning  her  con- 
struction and  equipment  which  proved  that  he  had  not 
neglected  his  opportunities  in  the  service.  He  is  now  in 
his  twenty-fourth  year,  and  was  called  to  rule  over  Greece 
in  the  spring  of  1863,  from  which  time  he  has  governed 
with  great  moderation,  and  appears  to  have  won  the  con- 
fidence of  his  subjects.  He  has  a  very  pleasing  address, 
and  made  quite  an  agreeable  impression  upon  the  officers 
of  our  navy. 

During  his  visit,  and  while  the  ladies  of  the  party  were 
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comparing  notes  and  discussing  the  latest  fashions  in  the 
apartments  of  the  Admiral,  the  King  passed  some  time 
in  the  Commodore's  cabin,  with  the  three  chief  smokers 
of  the  flag-ship,  enjoying  with  them  the  aroma  of  the 
choicest  Havanas  and  exchanging  pleasant  observations 
upon  the  current  topics  of  the  times. 

The  royal  visitors  remained  on  board  for  more  than 
three  hours,  and  even  then  seemed  reluctant  to  leave  the 
congenial  atmosphere  of  the  frigate.  The  Grand  Duchess 
won  all  hearts  by  her  stately  and  queenly  appearance, 
and  by  her  most  affkble  and  courtly  manners;  and 
became  wonderfully  popular  by  her  acknowledged  admira- 
tion for  everything  truly  American,  a  preference  beauti- 
fully revealed  by  the  wearing  of  a  very  costly  necklace 
consisting  of  three  distinct  clusters  of  precious  stones,  the 
first  coral,  the  second  pearl,  and  the  third  lapis  lazuli, 
symbolizing  the  red,  white,  and  blue  of  our  nationality; 
while  a  handsome  bow  made  of  ribbons  of  the  same  colors, 
which  she  presented  to  Mrs.  Farragut,  was  suspended 
from  her  neck,  and  became  a  prominent  feature  in  her 
striking  toilette. 

The  collation  in  honor  of  the  royal  visitors,  set  out  in 
the  Admiral's  cabin,  was  literally  a  feast  of  reason  and  a 
flow  of  soul,  appearing  more  like  a  reunion  of  friends  than 
a  formal  ceremony,  and  entirely  free  from  constraint. 

The  American  Minister,  Mr.  Tuckerman,  and  his  wife, 
were  present,  and  assisted  in  the  honors  of  a  reception 
which  passed  off  most  delightfully. 

Before  the  guests  took  their  departure  and  while  they  were 
promenading  the  decks,  the  band  performed  successively 
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tlie  national  airs  of  Greece,  Denmark,  and  Russia,  while 
the  American  ensign  floated  over  all,  and  seemed  to  wave 
in  glad  response  to  each  distinctive  melody. 

Upon  leaving  the  flag-ship  the  same  honors  were  ex- 
tended the  royal  party  by  the  manning  of  the  yards,  the 
firing  of  a  national  salute,  and  cheering  by  the  crew, 
all  being  taken  up  and  prolonged  by  the  vessels  in  the 
harbor,  in  the  midst  of  which  the  King  with  his  suite 
returned  to  Athens,  bearing  with  them  the  cordial  wishes 
of  all  for  a  quiet  and  prosperous  reign. 

On  the  same  evening  the  Admiral,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Farragut  and  Captain  Le  Eoy,  visited  the  capital,  to 
be  present  at  a  banquet  given  in  his  lionor  by  the  United 
States  Minister. 

Upon  this  delightful  occasion  several  distinguished 
officials  were  present  to  unite  in  the  fitting  tribute  to  the 
nation's  guest,  among  whom  were  M.  Delyannis,  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs  ;  M.  Canaris,  Minister  of  Marine, 
whose  father  was  very  conspicuous  in  the  war  of  indepen- 
dence ;  Admiral  Boutakov ;  the  Russian,  English,  and 
Turkish  Ambassadors,  with  their  respective  wives;  Mrs. 
Gracie,  and  Lieut.  Loyall  Farragut.  The  entertainment 
was  most  agreeable  and  harmonious,  and  reflected  the 
gi'eatest  credit  upon  the  accomplished  host  and  hostess, 
who  had  made  such  liberal  provision  for  their  guests ;  the 
floral  arrangements  being  very  superb  and  attracting  gen- 
eral admiration. 

During  the  afternoon  of  September  7th,  Commander 
Harmony  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  "  Scio's  rocky  isle," 
to  investigate  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  im- 
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prisonment  by  the  Turkish  Government  of  the  harbor- 
master, who  claimed  to  be  an  American  citizen.  He  re- 
turned in  two  days  and  submitted  a  very  full  and  satisfac- 
tory report  of  the  case,  by  which  it  was  apparent  that  no 
further  action  was  necessary,  inasmuch  as  the  party  ar- 
rested had  no  legal  right  to  the  protection  of  our  flag;  and 
thus  vanished  all  signs  of  war  and  tumult  in  the  JEgean 
firmament. 

In  the  mean  time  an  excursion  was  made  to  the  tomb 
of  Themistocles,  lying  beneath  the  surface  of  the  sea  at  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor.  The  large  sarcophagus  which  is 
said  to  contain  the  ashes  of  the  great  Athenian  was  closely 
and  critically  examined,  stones  were  carefully  scrutinized 
for  evidences  of  antiquity,  fern  and  seaweed  gathered  from 
oft  the  marble  and  treasured  away  among  the  relics  of 
the  faithful,  and  finally  a  bath  indulged  in,  in  the  waters 
of  ancient  Aphrodisium,  not  far  from  the  historic  waves 
of  Salamis. 

The  following  day  was  one  of  preparation  for  our  de- 
parture from  the  classic  shores  of  Greece.  The  scenes 
which  had  hourly  passed  in  review  before  us  had  been 
fraught  with  the  deepest  interest,  and  awakened  feelings 
of  reverence  for  the  past  and  hopes  for  the  future  of  that 
once  famous  country.  Our  walks  along  her  avenues, 
whose  very  names  recall  ancient  days,  had  revealed  many 
of  the  dark  shadows  which  brood  over  her  nationality  and 
darken  the  pathway  of  progress. 

The  chief  object  which  strikes  the  traveller  is  the  num- 
ber of  refugees  fi-om  Crete  who  swarm  the  thoroughfares 
of  the  city,  and  appeal  to  his  sympathy  through  the  irre- 
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sistible  oratory  of  their  expatriation.  Sixty-three  thou- 
sand of  these  unfortunate  wanderers  are  now  scattered  in 
and  about  Athens,  many  of  them  houseless,  and  all  de- 
pendent upon  the  charity  of  the  world  for  the  means  of 
preserving  life,  while  their  husbands,  fathers,  and  brothers 
stand  at  bay  in  the  mountains  of  their  native  land  in  stub- 
born defence  of  their  freedom. 

They  present  a  pitiable  spectacle,  numbers  of  them 
being  fed  and  clothed  by  our  own  indefatigable  mission- 
aries, with  the  offerings  collected  by  sympathizing  parties 
in  America. 

The  officers  of  the  FranMin  were  so  much  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  making  some  little  donation  to  the 
depleted  treasury  of  the  exiles  that  they  opened  a  sub- 
scription on  board,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  collected  over 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  francs,  which  they  deposited 
with  Miss  Baldwin, — a  most  faithful  and  exemplary  lady, 
who  has  devoted  her  life  to  the  missionary  cause, — with 
directions  to  apply  it  exclusively  in  the  purchase  of  food 
and  clothing  for  the  children  of  Cretan  refugees. 

At  the  same  time  several  large  boxes  and  bags  were 
opened  and  soon  filled  with  clothing,  generally  in  excel- 
lent order,  and  in  some  instances  perfectly  new,  all  of 
which  was  committed  to  the  same  custodian,  by  whom 
both  donations  were  most  graciously  received,  and  after- 
ward acknowledged  in  a  letter  which  conveys  the  thanks 
of  a  true  Christian  spirit. 

Daring  the  evening  our  attentive  Minister,  Mr.  Tucker- 
man,  came  down  to  take  leave  of  the  officers  and  to  talk 
over  the  scenes  of  the  past  ten  days.     Although  he  had 
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preceded  us  to  Greece  but  a  few  months,  he  had  in  that 
short  time  made  himself  wonderfully  familiar  with  the 
Government  and  the  people,  and  had  become  deservedly 
popular,  not  only  with  the  dignitaries  surrounding  the 
Court,  but  with  the  Ambassadors  of  the  difierent  nations 
accredited  thereto.  Experience  demonstrated  the  fact 
that  America  has  a  most  zealous  and  energetic  represen- 
tative in  the  historic  kingdom  of  Greece. 

During  our  sojourn  in  Athens  we  waxed  so  eloquent  in 
our  descriptions  of  the  Acropolis  by  moonlight  that  the 
Admiral  was  persuaded  to  join  in  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
scenes  rhapsodized,  and  there,  standing  upon  the  ruins 
of  the  old  wall  which  fringes  the  summit  of  the  liill,  to 
survey  the  grand  panorama  spread  out  before  him.. 

Below  us  was  the  modern  city,  brilliantly  illuminated 
in  honor  of  the  baptism  of  the  "  new-born  heir  ;  "  to  the 
westward  the  lights  of  the  shippiiig  in  the  new  town  of 
Piraeus,  built  near  the  tomb  of  Themistocles. 

Near  the  city  the  once  famous  rivers  Cephisus  and 
Ilissus,  now  nearly  exhausted  rivulets,  trace  their  course 
to  the  sea  from  their  sources  on  Mount  Pentelicus,  the 
great  marble  quarry  for  the  temples  and  statuary  of 
Greece.  Behind  the  new  palace  rises  in  solemn  conical 
grandeur  Mount  Lycabettus,  while  to  the  eastward  the  dark 
outlines  of  Hymettus  recall  its  famous  honey,  the  food  of 
the  gods,  and  shut  out  the  historic  plains  of  Marathon. 

To  the  westward  again,  the  distant  shadows  disclose  the 
groves  of  Plato,  who  "  reasoned  well,"  and  the  throne  of 
Xerxes,  rising  above  the  dim  surface  of  "  unconquered 
Salamis." 
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Standing  upon  such  a  spot,  and  surrounded  by  scenes 
that  can  never  die,  we  felt  that  we  were  on  consecrated 
ground ;  and  yet  'the  indomitable  Admiral,  true  to  his 
ideas  of  the  present  superiority  of  the  age,  dispelled  the 
pleasant  visions  of  the  past  which  were  flitting  through 
our  imaginations  by  observing :  "  This  is  all  very  grand 
and  very  historic,  but  it  nevertheless  makes  me  more  than 
ever  thankful  that  I  belong  to  the  present  generation." 

Commodore  Pennock  moaned  aloud,  and  the  author 
nearly  fainted  on  the  spot. 


CHAPTEE   XLI. 

ATHENS     TO     TRIESTE OVATION    IN    LATTER    OITT VISIT    TO 

MIEAMAR BANQUET  OF  THE   GOVERNOR-GENERAL ENTER- 
TAINMENT  ON   THE   FRANKLIN. 

SHOKTLT  after  eight  bells  of,  the  morning  watch,  on 
the  10th  day  of  September,  much  to  the  horror  of 
officers  who  had  anticipated  an  "  all  night  in,"  we  weighed 
anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Piraeus,  and,  under  steam  and  sail 
combined,  moved  rapidly  away  from  the  Saronic  Gulf 
on  our  course  toward  Trieste,  the  principal  commercial 
entrepot  of  the  kingdom  of  Austria. 

This  link  in  our  Mediterranean  chain  occupied  only 
four  and  a  half  days,  and  was  the  quickest  trip  ever  made 
by  the  Franklin,  and  the  one  wherein  she  most  distin- 
guished herself  as  the  flag-ship  of  Admiral  Farragut. 
Her  speed  was  even  beyond  the  expectations  of  the  offi- 
cers, who  watched  with  dazzling  eyes  her  rapid  progress 
through  the  water,  and  looked  joyously  upon  the  sea 
which  foamed  and  seethed  around  her. 

This  short  stretch  of  nine  hundred  miles  was  by  no 
means  devoid  of  interest ;  on  the  contrary,  it  furnished 
throughout  ample  opportunities  for  the  antiquarian  to 
refresh  his  memory  upon  many  scenes  which  figure 
prominently  in  ancient  history. 

From  the  harbor  of  Piraeus  to  Cape  Malea,  the  south- 
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ern  point  of  the  Peloponnesus,  our  course  took  us  through 
the  interesting  group  of "  isles  that  crown  the  -lEgean 
deep,"  passing  first  between  "  old  JEgina's  rock  and  Hy- 
dra's isle,"  the  former  once  famous  for  its  magnificent 
temple  of  Jupiter,  a  few  ruins  of  which  still  remain  on 
the  top  of  Mount  St.  Elias,  a  time-honored  monument  of 
ancient  glory,  and  enjoying  at  the  same  time  a  noble  view 
of  the  Bay  of  Salamis. 

Thence  passing  the  Straits  of  Cervi  and  over  Coron's 
Bay,  where  even  the  imagination,  aided  by  the  mysterious 
shadows  of  twilight,  would  not  picture  the  presence  of 
the  Corsairs,  Gulnares,  or  Medoras  which  figure  in  poetry, 
and  making  a  "  Grecian  bend  "  round  the  Morea,  the 
frigate  was  headed  northwardly,  and  on  the  following  day 
we  passed  along  the  southernmost  group  of  the  Ionian 
Islands,  oflF  the  coast  of  Acarnania,  among  which  were 
Zante,  Cephalonia,  and  Stamphane,  and  over  the  famous 
battle-scene  of  Navarino,  celebrated  in  the  naval  records 
of  ancient  and  modern  history. 

During  the  same  evening  we  "  hailed  Leucadia's  Cape 
afar,"  and  had  a  distant  view  of  the  bold  promontoiy 
famous  as  the  scene  of  Sappho's  unfortunate  leap,  which 
seemed  to  have  a  wonderful  effect  upon  the  spirits  of  the 
more  romantic  of  the  ship's  population,  particularly  the 
oflBcer  of  the  deck,  whose  sympathies  at  that  time  were 
peculiarly  affected  by  all  such  tender  associations. 

On  the  following  morning  we  passed  Corfu,  off  the 
Coast  of  Albania,  the  seat  of  government  of  the  Ionian 
Islands,  and  shortly  afterward  bounded  through  the 
Straits  of  Otranto,  the  weather  being  so  unpleasant  as  to 
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confine  all  those  not  on  duty  to  their  respective  quarters 
between-decks,  or  to  the  consolatory  comforts  of  the  chi- 
bouque on  the  forward  part  of  the  gun-deck.  Here,  sur- 
rounded by  the  aromatic  clouds  of  the  best  Latakia,  the 
officers  mused  upon  their  speedy  return  to  their  far-distant 
homes,  and  built  famous  chateoMX  en  Espagne  upon  future 
expectations. 

There  is  a  story  told  of  a  certain  officer  while  in  charge 
of  the  deck  at  one  time  on  this  trip, — whose  ear  for  music 
is  not  quite  equal  to  Patti's,  but  who  is  noted  for  his 
"  accommodating  disposition," — which  is  too  good  to  be 
omitted  from  this  narrative  of  events  : — 

He  was  pacing  the  quarter-deck  in  a  dignified  manner, 
swinging  the  trumpet  abstractedly,  and  occasionally  tak- 
ing a  steady  survey  around  to  see  that  the  discipline  of 
the  ship  was  "rigidly  enforced,"  when  he  was  asked  by  a 
brother  tar  whether  the  band  could  not  play  the  Mabel 
Waltz?  He  replied  at  once,  "Certainly,  sir;"  and  then 
calling  to  the  leader  on  the  port  side,  said  in  an  authori- 
tative tone,  "  Brigham,  play  that  navy  waltz  ! "  There 
was  a  general  smile  among  the  band-men,  but,  knowing 
the  air  desired,  they  performed  it,  and  the  officer  con- 
tinued his  watch,  under  the  conviction  that  a  waltz  dedi- 
cated to  the  service  had  become  remarkably  popular  I 
During  the  two  succeeding  days  onr  frigate  surprised  her- 
■self  and  all  on  board  by  her  wild  race  up  the  Adriatic ; 
there  was  no  holding  her,  for  she  seemed  determined  to 
make  up  for  lost  time,  and  to  show  what  she  could  do 
when  the  spirit,  in  the  likeness  of  a  stiff  breeze,  urged  her 
to  the  work. 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  we  passed  between  the 
island  of  Lissa  and  the  main  shore,  over  the  scene  of  the 
great  naval  battle  between  the  Austrian  and  Italian  fleets, 
in  which  the  former,  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Tegethoff,  gained  a  complete  victory  over  the  latter,  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Pisano;  destroying  the  celebrated 
ram  Re  d^ Italia^  built  in  this  country  for  the  Italian 
Government. 

The  ensuing  day  my  journal  records  as  one  devoted  to 
"  rains,  squalls,  and  water-spouts,"  the  elements  above  and 
below  warring  with  one  another,  the  winds  howling,  and 
the  seas  answering  back  with  a  surging  defiance,  in  the 
midst  of  which  the  flag-ship  bounded  along  at  twelve 
knots,  giving  us  a  distant  view  of  the  mountains  of 
Croatia,  and  arriving  off  the  beautiful  harbor  of  Trieste 
just  as  the  sun  was  about  to  take  his  departure  for  the 
western  world,  or,  to  speak  more  poetically, 

"  Just  as  the  sun's  departing  ray 
Flung  back  a  lingering,  lovely  after-day." 

Before  the  vessel  was  moored  the  Captain  of  the  port 
came  on  board  in  full  regimentals,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Government  tendered  Admiral  Farragut  a  cordial  welcome 
to  Austria,  a  speech  succeeded  by  a  general  obeisance  from 
the  ofiScers  in  deference  to  the  sudden  shifting  of  the  span- 
ker-sheet. Immediately  afterward  the  figure  of  the  Amer- 
ican Consul,  Mr.  Thayer,  was  observed  above  the  gangway, 
followed  by  his  man  Friday,  bearing  immense  mail-bags 
filled  with  love-letters  enough  to  give  one  the  maladie  du 
pays,  and  court-martial  orders  sufficient  to  set  up  a  book- 
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store.  Upon  this  there  was  a  rapid  retreat  to  the  regious 
below  to  await  the  distribution  of  the  mail,  followed  by 
the  usual  smiles  of  the  fortunate  and  the  frowns  of  the 
disappointed. 

As  approached  from  the  Adriatic  the  view  of  the  city 
of  Trieste  is  extremely  picturesque.  It  is  beautifully  situ- 
ated at  the  foot  of  a  semicircular  ridge  called  the  Karst 
Hills,  and  consists  of  an  old  town  and  a  new  :  the  former, 
the  Tergeste  of  the  Romans,  built  upon  the  slopes  of  the 
mountain  range,  surmounted  by  an  old  castle,  and  inter- 
spersed with  numerous  villas  and  gardens ;  and  the  latter 
more  regularly  laid  out  upon  the  narrow  plain  which  skirts 
the  sea.  At  sunset  the  panorama  is  peculiarly  grand, 
the  shadows  of  the  hills  being  unusually  soft,  and  blend- 
ing most  beautifully  with  the  darker  hues  of  the  groves 
of  evergreen  which  surround  Italian  villas  and  the  bold 
white  outlines  of  the  statelier  residences;  while  several 
miles  to  the  westward,  jutting  out  into  the  sea,  Miramar, 
the  summer  palace  of  the  unfortunate  Archduke  Maximi- 
lian, rises  in  all  its  princely  and  fascinating  grandeur. 

On  the  following  morning,  after  the  firing  of  the  na- 
tional salute,  with  the  Austrian  ensign  at  the  fore,  the 
flag-ship  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  "  cleaning 
department"  for  her  usual  purification,  while  the  Admiral 
with  his  staff  hurried  off  to  shore,  to  pay  ofiBcial  visits  to 
Mr.  Moering,  Governor-General  of  the  Department  of 
Trieste,  and  the  Captain  of  the  port,  by  both  of  whom 
he  was  received  in  the  most  distinguished  manner  and 
assured  of  a  most  cordial  welcome  to  their  Government. 

On  the  same  day  he  received  a  very  friendly  letter  from 
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Vice- Admiral  Tegethoff,  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Austrian  Navy,  then  in  the  capital,  regretting  his  absence 
from  Trieste,  but  begging  hira,  if  possible,  to  visit  Vienna, 
■where  the  Government  desired  the  opportunity  of  showing 
him  the  attention  due  his  eminent  position  and  services. 
For  many  reasons  our  naval  hero  was  anxious  to  respond 
to  this  invitation,  but  weightier  considerations,  among 
which  was  the  one  that  he  was  almost  exhausted  with 
ovations  and  required  some  little  respite,  induced  him  to 
decline  it  in  a  friendly  note,  expressive  of  his  regret  at 
his  inability  to  meet  an  old  friend,  as  he  had  hoped. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  reply,  the  authorities  very 
kindly  sent  instructions  to  the  Governor-General  and 
Commodore  Diifwa,  directing  that  every  attention  should 
be  paid  to  their  distinguished  guest,  and  every  facility 
extended  him  for  visiting  the  public  works  and  places  of 
interest  in  and  around  their  seaport. 

These  orders  were  scarcely  necessary,  for  the  duty  ac- 
corded these  gentlemen  seemed  a  pleasure,  and  they  per- 
sonified courtesy  and  politeness  during  the  entire  period 
of  our  sojourn  in  Austrian  waters.  On  the  ensuing 
morning  the  Admiral  was  visited  by  the  Field  Marshal 
of  the  district.  Commodore  Diifwa,  and  the  English  Con- 
sul, Mr.  Charles  Lever,  well  known  to  the  literary  world 
as  the  author  of  Charles  O'Malley,  Harry  Lorrequer, 
the  Knight  of  Gwynne,  and  many  other  popular  novels. 
There  was  the  usual  amount  of  saluting,  and  great  was 
the  noise  thereof  in  the  harbor. 

Quite  a  number  of  persons  visited  the  ship  during  the 
day,  all  of  whom  seemed  amazed  at  her  proportions,  and 
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particularly  at  the  size  of  her  guns,  whilst  officers  not  on 
duty  went  off  in  bodies  to  "  see  the  elephant  "  in  Trieste 
and  purchase  fanciful  meerschaums  and  amber  mouth- 
pieces for  friends  at  home. 

On  the  evening  of  the  following  day  a  large  number  were 
present  by  invitation  at  the  gardens  of  the  Oafe  Monte 
Yerde,  to  hear  the  famous  Austrian  band  of  one  hundred 
performers.  The  music  was  very  fine,  and  the  Bavarian 
beer,  which  is  absolutely  Austrian  nectar,  flowed  most  freely 
around,  the  Americans  showing  a  wonderful  ability  to  keep 
pace  with  the  unquenchable  thirst  of  the  native  Teutons. 
Suddenly  the  band  struck  up  "  Yankee  Doodle "  and 
"  Hail  Columbia,"  which  appealed  so  strongly  to  the  pat- 
riotism of  those  present  that  a  testimonial  of  over  two 
hundred  glasses  of  the  foaming  Bavarian  was  immedi- 
ately ordered  up  as  an  acknowledgment.  This  liberal 
supply,  however,  seemed  simply  a  stimulant  for  repeated 
compliments  of  the  same  melodies,  and  before  the  evening 
was  spent  the  performers  had  abundant  reason  to  bless 
the  winds  of  heaven  for  sending  to  their  shores  such  a 
valuable  argosy  as  the  naval  officers  of  the  American 
service. 

The  Italians  have  a  proverb,  "  Bella  femina  che  ride, 
vuol  dir,  horsa  che  piange"  which  being  interpreted 
means,  that  "  the  smiles  of  a  pretty  woman  are  the  tears 
of  the  purse,"  a  truth  that  all  mankind  has  had  occasion 
to  experience ;  but  in  travelling  under  the  circumstances 
which  attended  this  cruise,  we  think  the  burden  could  be 
advantageously  removed  from  the  fair  sex,  and  made  to 
read,  "  the  appeals  to  one's  patriotism  are  the  exhaustion 
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of  the  pocket."  Such  was  the  expeiience  of  those  on  the 
good  ship  FramMin. 

On  the  morning  of  September  19th  an  imposing  party, 
consisting  of  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut,  Commodore  and 
Mrs.  Pennock,  Miss  Loyall,  Mrs.  Harmony,  and  Messrs. 
Kane,  Frailey,  and  Montgomery,  made  an  excursion,  by 
invitation  of  the  authorities,  in  a  Government  steamer 
placed  at  the  Admiral's  disposal  by  the  Captain  of  the 
port,  to  the  beautiful  palace  of  Miramar,  the  home  of 
the  popular  yet  unfortunate  Maximilian. 

It  is  a  superb  building,  magnificent  in  its  architectural 
style  and  proportions,  and  in  its  situation  challenges  com- 
parison with  almost  any  spot  on  the  earth.  It  stands 
upon  a  projecting  plateau  in  a  bend  of  the  bay  of  Trieste, 
and  commands  a  view  of  the  coast  and  the  ranges  of  hills 
which  fringe  its  banks  for  many  miles  in  either  direc- 
tion. 

We  were  shown  the  different  apartments,  each  one  of 
which  seems  a  store-house  of  little  gems  and  relics,  and  a 
model  of  luxury  and  comfort  combined ;  and  although  the 
embellishments  of  the  interior  and  the  richness  of  the  fur- 
niture do  not  compare  with  the  Aladdin-like  scenes 
which  astonish  the  visitor  in  the  halls  of  the  Demidoff 
palace  at  Florence,  yet  the  location  and  natural  beauty  of 
this  abode  of  princely  power  might  give  it  the  preference. 
In  strolling  through  the  many  gorgeous  saloons  we  could 
almost  "  dream  that  we  dwelt  in  marble  halls,  with  vas- 
sals and  serfs  at  our  side ; "  and  when  escorted  through  the 
beautiful  grounds  surrounding  it,  stopping  to  gaze  upon  a 
superb  fountain  or  some  fascinating  bower  of  roses,  there 
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was  a  general  expression  of  surprise  that  the  possessor  of 
such  a  fairy  scene  should  have  left  it  for  a  temporary  roy- 
alty in  a  distracted  country  like  Mexico. 

A  remarkable  instance,  as  we  thought,  of  "vaulting 
ambition  o'erleaping  itself" 

The  Archduke  was  very  popular  among  his  country- 
men, and  his  memory  is  still  cherished  with  an  intensity 
of  feeling  which  amounts  almost  to  idolatry.  The  shop 
windows  are  filled  with  photographs  of  him  and  of  scenes 
connected  with  his  tragic  fate ;  and  when  his  remains  were 
brought  into  the  harbor  the  city  of  Trieste  was  in  deep 
mourning  and  real  sorrow  for  many  days. 

Upon  returning  to  the  city,  the  Admiral  and  staff  paid 
a  visit  to  the  famous  dock-yards  of  the  Austrian  Lloyds 
Steamship  Company,  to  which  he  had  been  specially 
invited  by  the  superintendent.  On  his  arrival  he  was 
received  with  great  kindness  and  courtesy,  and  shown 
over  the  entire  works  of  this  mammoth  corporation. 

On  Sunday  following  a  terrible  bombshell  was  ex- 
ploded in  the  ward-room,  by  an  announcement  which 
seemed  to  have  some  official  weight,  that  when  the  Fra/nk- 
Jm,  returned  liome  all  the  officers  were  to  be  left  out  in 
the  cold  (the  cold  signifying  Europe  in  this  case),  and 
their  places  filled  by  transfers  from  other  vessels. 

The  consternation  produced  by  these  unwelcome  tidings 
was  fearful  to  behold,  and  the  countenances  of  the  disap- 
pointed applicants  for  home  service  were  fearfully  elon- 
gated and  presented  pictures  of  the  most  sensitive  despair. 

The  next  day  the  Admiral  dispatched  the  Frolic  to 
Venice,  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  all  the  officers  to  visit 
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that  most  interesting  and  attractive  city.  Those  who  had 
never  wandered  along  her  watery  streets  gladly  availed 
themselves  of  this  thoughtfulness,  enjoyed  the  excursion, 
and  returned  with  an  immense  supply  of  photographs 
from  Carlo  Pontis  and  a  number  of  megaletoscopes  for 
the  amusement  of  friends  at  home. 

On  the  evening  of  the  22d  the  Admiral,  with  a  por- 
tion of  his  staff,  was  handsomely  entertained  at  the 
Hotel  de  la  Ville  by  Commodore  Diifwa,  of  the  Austrian 
Navy,  who  represented  Admiral  Tegethoff  on  the  occa- 
sion. There  were  about  eighteen  persons  present,  among 
whom  were  the  Govern  or- General ;  the  Field-Marshal; 
President  Lannoy,  of  the  Central  Maritime  Government; 
Mr.  Thayer,  and  others,  all  of  whom  appeared  delighted 
with  the  opportunity  of  testifying  their  respect  for  the 
guest  of  the  city. 

Yery  complimentary  sentiments  were  exchanged  over 
the  sumptuous  board,  and  the  representatives  of  Austria 
and  America  forgot  for  the  time  all  past  differences,  and 
dwelt  together  in  fraternal  unity.  The  banquet  was 
superb  in  its  decorations,  and  was  in  all  respects  a  worthy 
tribute  to  the  recipient. 

The  24th  was  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  the  recep- 
tion of  dignitaries  on  board,  with  numerous  civilians  who 
were  desirous  of  inspecting  the  frigate.  Of  the  former, 
there  appeared  in  rapid  succession  the  Prussian,  Kussian, 
English,  Bavarian,  Argentine,  and  Chilian  Consuls,  each 
one  of  whom  was  complimented  with  a  thundering  wel- 
come from  the  Dahlgrens,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  his 
national  ensign  flying  from  the  tapering  spars  above  him. 
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On  the  same  afternoon  another  ovation  greeted  the  Ad 
miral  in  the  form  of  an  evening  fite  ckampitre,  given  by 
Governor-General  Moering  in  the  beautifnl  villa  and 
grounds  of  Baron  Eevoltella.  This  superb  palazzo  is 
situated  on  the  declivity  of  the  hills  rising  behind  Trieste, 
and  is  embosomed  in  clusters  of  choice  trees  and  plants, 
presenting  an  air  of  comfort  combined  with  elegance 
rarely  seen  in  such  close  communion. 

The  grounds  on  this  occasion  were  very  handsomely 
illuminated,  and  the  grand  saloon  in  which  the  banquet 
was  spread  was  gracefully  festooned  with  the  American 
and  Austrian  colors  twined  in  loving  embrace,  the  same 
national  flags  in  miniature  rising  from  the  ornaments 
which  graced  the  table,  and  amid  "  mirth  and  music, 
which  sounded  the  dirge  of  care,"  both  host  and  guests 
passed  the  fleeting  moments  as  pleasantly  as  if  trouble 
was  a  word  unknown. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  feast  Dr.  Goracuchi,  an 
eminent  surgeon,  presented  Admiral  Farragut  with  a 
work  written  by  himself,  which  bore  the  following  com- 
plimentary testimonial  on  the  fly-leaf: — 

' '  To  the  Hero,  who  has  no  equal  in  the  history  of  sea-battles  ; 

To  the  Man,  whose  mind  contains  a  world  and  seems  for  all  things 

framed  ; 

To  the  Citizen,  whose  word  is  truth  and  whose  wisdom  is  from  Heaven ; 

To  AUMIBAL   FAEnAGUT, 

With  the  Author's  most  respectful  acknowledgments. 
"  Trieste,  September  27th,  1868." 

On  the  day  succeeding,  Lieutenant-Commander  Hoff 
and  the   author  liad  the  pleasure  of  dining  with  Mr. 
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Charles  Lever  and  family  at  their  lovely  villa,  Gastei- 
ger,  and  were  joined  during  the  evening  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Harris. 

It  is  needless  to  detail  the  enjoyments  of  this  occasion. 
Those  acquainted  with  Mr.  Lever  know  how  delightful 
his  society  is ;  and  in  all  of  our  frequent  interviews  with 
him  and  his  charming  family,  we  always  enjoyed  that 
fund  of  good  humor  which  characterizes  his  works,  and 
that  unbounded  hospitality  for  which  his  people  are  pro- 
verbial. 

I  recall  many  anecdotes  which  he  told  with  an  irresisti- 
ble manner  that  would  have  "  brought  down  any  house," 
and  I  can  conceive  of  no  surer  remedy  for  those  afflicted 
with  melancholy  than  one  hour's  companionship  with  that 
accomplished  novelist. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  Governor-General  and 
suite  paid  an  official  visit  to  the  Admiral,  and  were  re- 
ceived with  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns  and  all  the  hon- 
ors ;  and  on  the  following  day,  being  the  closing  scene  in 
our  thirteen-day  drama  in  Trieste,  the  Admiral  returned 
the  many  attentions  and  civilities  he  had  received  by  a 
grand  banquet  on  board  the  flag-ship,  which  was  partici- 
pated in  by  a  number  of  the  most  prominent  officials  sta- 
tioned within  the  district. 

Governor-General  Mcering  was  assigned  the  position  of 
honor,  while  President  Lannoy,  Colonel  Schonfeld,  Com- 
modore Diifwa,  Baron  "Wetzlar,  Captain  Leidenfeld,  Drs. 
Goracuchi  and  Nicolich,  the  Captain  of  the  Port,  Mr. 
Charles  Lever,  and  Mr.  Thayer  occupied  seats  according 
to  their  respective  rank. 
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Admiral  Farragut  sounded  the  tocsin  of  oratory  l)y 
proposing  a  sentiment  complimentary  to  the  Austrian 
Government  and  its  hospitality,  which  brought  a  ringing 
rejoinder  from  Governor  Mcering,  who  enlarged  with  in- 
creased warmth  and  aifection  upon  the  merits  of  America, 
and  upon  whose  conclusion  the  band  very  felicitously 
struck  up  the  national  airs  of  the  two  countries,  the 
sounds  of  which,  stealing  into  the  banqueting-hall,  pro- 
duced a  marvellous  effect,  and  intensified  the  amicable 
feelings  which  prevailed. 

The  morning  after  was  devoted  to  preparing  for  sea  and 
the  storage  of  articles  of  Trieste  manufacture,  the  purchase 
of  which  was  irresistible.  There  were  boxes  of  glass 
marked  "  this  side  up  with  care,"  and  frames  containing 
pictures  bought  by  the  Admiral;  the  principal  one,  a 
Greek  overlooking  a  battle,  by  Dellacqua,  being  an  excel- 
lent painting,  and  now  an  object  of  special  attraction  to 
connoisseurs  in  the  "  home  quarters  "  of  our  naval  chief- 
tain. 

There  were  meerschaums  of  every  design  and  variety, 
amber  mouth-pieces  of  rare  value,  and  life-size  photographs 
from  the  famous  gallery  of  Benque-Sebastianutti — every- 
thing in  fact  which  could  add  something  new  to  the  well- 
filled  "  variety  stores  "  possessed  by  each  officer. 

In  the  midst  of  these  commercial  transactions,  the  usual 
order  of  muster  and  inspection  was  carried  out ;  the  offi- 
cers were  recalled  from  the  Corso  and  the  headquarters  of 
the  "  Bavarian ; "  and  between  four  and  five  o'clock  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  27th,  the  flag-ship  slowly  turned  her  back 
upon  the  city  and  moved  out  upon  the  Gulf  of  Venice. 
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Just  as  we  were  fairly  outside  the  harbor,  two  large 
Austrian  frigates  approached,  when  the  former  saluted  the 
Admiral,  and  the  compliment  was  immediately  returned ; 
this  exchange  of  national  courtesy  serving  as  the  signal 
of  our  departure  down  the  Adriatic  In  a  few  hours  every 
vestige  of  Austrian  soil  had  disappeared  beneath  the  hori- 
zon, and  nothing  remained  to  us  of  its  associations  save  the 
pleasant  memories  of  our  short  visit. 


CHAPTEE    XLII. 

TEIESTE   TO    GIBEALTAE — SCENES  IN   THE  LATTEE  CITY MATI- 
NEE ON  FLAG-SHIP — PEEPAEATI0N8  FOE  HOME DEPAETUEE 

FOE  THE   UNITED    STATES AEEIVAL   IN   NEW   YOEK. 

THE  comparatively  long,  and  to  us  unusual  voy- 
age of  eighteen  hundred  miles  from  Trieste  to  Gib- 
raltar, down  the  spouseless  Adriatic,  with  its  many  Yene- 
tian  associations,  around  the  "  heel  and  toe  "  of  Italia's 
classic  shores,  through  the  narrow  gantlet  of  Scylla  and 
Charybdis,  and  along  the  western  Mediterranean,  had  lit- 
tle in  itself  to  afford  interest  beyond  the  enjoyable  rest  it 
permitted,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  known  to  be  an  impor- 
tant link  in  our  homeward-bound  voyage. 

The  thought  that  when  the  mandate  next  went  forth  to 
■"  weigh  anchor  "  it  would  only  be  "  let  go  "  again  in  the 
waters  of  New  York  Bay,  enabled  us  all  to  smile  at  any 
monotony  which  sea-life  can  possibly  produce. 

The  trip  occupied  a  period  of  ten  days,  being  somewhat 
prolonged  by  strong  head- winds  and  heavy  seas  along  that 
part  of  the  route  lying  between  Sardinia  and  the  Balearic 
Islands,  which  is  in  direct  communication  with  the  Gulf 
of  Lyons. 

Before  that,  the  most  favorable  breezes  had  skimmed  us 
along  so  rapidly  that  we  forgot  our  old,  accustomed  per 


/J  tM»^  *i  4 


:ali-Tii]!l^jiiisiiJiUjititBSE^«ili8.L-wyitiiliiJkki^  ' 


HOMEWAED-BOTJND.  451 

diem  of  knots,  and  gazed  with  wonder  upon  the  tens  which 
figured  so  prominently  upon  the  hourly-consulted  log- 
slate. 

On  the  second  niglit  out,  the  dismal  cry  of  "  man  over- 
board "  arose  above  the  sighing  of  the  winds,  and  created 
some  little  excitement  among  the  crew.  A  life-buoy 
was  immediately  dropped,  and  the  unlucky  sailor  was 
restored  to  his  quarters,  not  the  least  injured  by  his  salt- 
water bath,  but  considerably  frightened,  and  as  pale  as 
the  ghost  of  Banquo. 

The  passage  through  the  Straits  of  Messina,  with  the 
majestic  peak  of  Etna  in  full  view,  and  thence  along  the 
Sicilian  coast,  was  made  more  than  pleasant  by  the  superb 
weather  which  favored  us  ;  but  when  beyond  Sardinia,  we 
realized  the  poetry  of  a  head  wind  and  a  short  sea ;  and  a 
number  of  fantastic  water-spouts  on  our  port  quarter, 
proved  that  this  "  classic  mill-pond  "  could  be  as  disagree- 
able as  its  great  neighbor  beyond  the  Straits,  when  under 
the  influence  of  passion. 

During  all  this  time  reading  and  writing  were  the  most 
popular  amusements  on  board,  from  the  sacred  temple  of 
the  Admiral  down  to  the  most  diminutive  corner  in  the 
orlop ;  and  every  available  volume,  from  the  prolific  En- 
cyclopaedia Britannica  and  the  indispensable  Lippincott's 
Gazetteer,  down  through  the  long  catalogue  of  miscellane- 
ous writings  and  ofiicial  reports,  to  the  last  romance  of 
Lytton  and  the  less  remarkable  productions  of  the  in- 
exhaustible James  and  the  popular  Eeade,  was  passed 
around  with  such  astonishing  celerity  as  to  use  up  an 
entire  series  of  "  Tauchnitz  editions." 
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"When  tired  of  this  literary  recreation,  the  officers  found 
pleasure  in  wandering  off  to  the  quarters  appropriated  for 
smoking,  and  there  struggled  frantically  to  color  their  new 
meerschaums ;  a  desire  which  only  a  practitioner  can 
properly  appreciate. 

It  is  amusing  to  one  not  addicted  to  this  habit  to  observe 
the  intense  delight  which  results  from  the  first  faint  tinge 
of  these  coveted  bowls.  Such  an  one  would  naturally  sup- 
pose that  the  pure,  creamy  white  would  be  the  fascina- 
tion of  the  meerschaum ;  but  strange  to  relate,  they  seem 
to  be  regarded  as  comparatively  worthless  until  the  dusky 
shadows  creep  over  the  polished  surface  and  change  its 
primitive  blonde  complexion  into  the  coveted  brunette. 

The  long-stemmed  chibouques  of  Turkey  and  Asia 
were  carefully  stored  away  to  make  room  and  use  for  these 
new  importations ;  and  the  fumes  of  Austrian  tobacco 
became  the  popular  anodyne  to  soothe  the  nerves  of  such 
officers  as  were  living  in  a  state  of  suspense  between  hope 
and  fear,  awaiting  the  final  decision  in  reference  to  transfers 
or  assignments.  All  seemed  suddenly  anxious  to  "  stand 
by  the  ship,"  principally,  doubtless,  owing  to  thoughts  of 
"  Heaven's  last,  best  gift  to  man ;  "  and  it  is  certain  that 
Nelson  himself  never  boasted  a  more  devoted  corps  of  offi- 
cers than  could  Admiral  Farragut  at  that  time,  in  those 
who  evinced  such  an  earnest  determination  to  cling  to  him 
to  the  closing  end — of  his  eventful  cruise. 

In  the  language  of  the  prolific  novelist,  "  on  the  after- 
noon of  October  Tth,  1868,  a  large  American  frigate, 
flying  an  Admiral's  flag,  might  have  been  seen  approaching 
Gibraltar  from  the  eastward."     The  day  had  been  and  was 
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unusually  lovely,  and  every  one  on  board  enjoyed  tlie  pas- 
sage from  off  Malaga  dovra  to  the  great  citadel.  It  was 
remarkably  calm,  not  even  a  breath  of  wind  rippling  the 
sheening  surface  of  the-  Mediterranean ;  and  at  least  one 
hundred  sails  appeared  within  the  range  of  vision,  which 
embraced  the  African  and  European  shores,  and  extended 
out  through  the  Straits  into  the  broad  Atlantic. 

Before  rounding  Europa  Point  the  band  played  "  God 
save  the  Queen,"  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  cordial 
manifestations  of  welcome  visible  among  old  friends  sta- 
tioned upon  the  portico  of  Governor  Airey's  residence,  and 
immediately  afterward  our  own  melodies  floated  over  the 
sea,  followed  by  several  spirited  airs,  to  enliven  the  scene 
and  give  eclat  to  the  re-entrance  of  the  flag-ship  into  the 
Bay  of  Gibraltar. 

Upon  doubling  the  cape  a  salute  of  seventeen  guns  was 
fired  from  the  English  frigate  Bristol  in  honor  of  Admiral 
Farragut,  whereupon  the  British  ensign  was  run  up  and 
complimented  with  twenty-one  "  rounds  of  applause " 
from  the  Dahlgrens,  and  ere  the  smoke  had  lifted,  the 
BristoVs  attention  was  acknowledged  gun  for  gun,  and  the 
fort  on  shore  closed  the  scene  by  responding  to  all.  Upon 
entering  the  bay  we  discovered  the  Ticonderoga  and  Swa- 
ta/ra,  both  having  arrived  from  Lisbon ;  the  Frolic  joined 
the  squadron  at  night,  having  stopped  for  a  few  hours  at 
Palermo. 

Before  anchoring,  the  American  Consul,  Mr.  Sprague, 
accompanied  by  Commodore  Prevost,  R.N.,  and  Captain 
Curtis,  A.D.C.  to  the  Governor,  came  on  board  to  welcome 
back  the  Admiral ;  the  latter  bearing  the  kindest  messages 
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from  the  actiDg  Governor,  Major-General  Orutchley.  The 
evening  was  devoted  to  a  devouring  of  the  contents  of 
the  mail-bag,  with  its  bundles  of  despatches,  reports,  and 
love-letters,  the  latter  preponderating,  while  the  Army  and 
Navy  Journals  were  clutched  and  faithfully  engaged  to  at 
least  twenty  anxious  applicants  apiece.  The  following 
morning  all  was  bustle  and  activity,  in  eager  preparation 
for  the  final  work  which  intervened  between  that  time  and 
the  departure  for  home.  "  Fiery  expedition  "  seemed  to 
be  each  one's  "  wing ;  "  orders,  transfers,  and  despatches 
were  executed  with  wonderful  celerity ;  every  officer  adopt- 
ing for  the  nonce  the  wise  reasoning  of  Macbeth,  that  under 
the  circumstances  "  it  were  well  'twere  done  quickly !  " 

In  the  afternoon  the  drama  suddenly  shifted ;  the  ab- 
sorbing scenes  of  business  were  rolled  back,  and  discovered 
the  smiling  landscape  of  pleasure,  in  the  form  of  a  hand- 
some entertainment  given  by  Mr.  Sprague  in  honor  of  the 
Admiral,  at  which  were  present  all  the  staff  and  the  com- 
manding officers  of  the  vessels  of  the  American  squadron 
in  the  bay. 

In  the  midst  of  that  "  terrible  necessity  "  of  coaling — 
filling  the  bunkers  to  their  utmost  capacity — Major-Gener- 
al Crufcchley  and  staff,  and  Colonel  Maberly  of  the  Royal 
Artillery,  paid  an  official  visit  to  the  flag-ship  on  the  ensu- 
ing day,  and  were  received  with  all  the  honors. 

This  reception  was  succeeded  during  the  same  afternoon 
by  a  grand  banquet  in  honor  of  the  Admiral,  given  by 
Captain  Prevost  of  the  Eoyal  Navy,  which  was  a  beauti- 
ful testimonial  to  our  naval  chieftain,  and  assm-ed  him  that 
he  was  the  most  popular  visitor  in  Gibraltar. 
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During  the  following  day,  those  not  specially  required 
on  board  ship,  and  whose  roona  was  equally  desirable  with 
their  company  on  account  of  the  coaling  process,  gladly 
went  ashore  in  response  to  an  invitation  to  be  present  at 
a  review  of  the  troops  of  the  garrison  on  the  "  neutral 
ground." 

It  was  a  very  handsome  display  to  all ;  the  Admiral  was 
escorted  to  the  post  of  honor  near  the  reviewing  officer,  and 
found  much  pleasure  in  witnessing  the  marching  and 
manoeuvring  of  the  regiments,  which  formed  a  brigade 
of  about  four  thousand  men.  The  evolutions  were  well 
executed,  and  with  all  that  steadiness  and  precision  pecu- 
liar to  the  English  soldier. 

During  the  evening  he  was  entertained  by  Major-Gene- 
ral Crutchley,  who  in  the  absence  of  Sir  Eichard  Airey, 
who  returned  on  the  13th,  was  acting  Governor  of  the 
garrison. 

The  two  succeeding  days  were  devoted  almost  exclu- 
sively to  completing  the  business  necessary  to  place  the 
flag-ship  in  readiness  for  sea.  The  transfers  had  been  deci- 
ded upon  and  the  orders  written  out,  but  steadily  withheld 
until  the  morning  of  the  day  decided  upon  for  the  changes ; 
in  the  midst  of  which  the  anxious  officers  trembled  in 
their  shoes,  looked  unutterably  pale,  suffered  from  night- 
mare in  sleep,  and  imagined  visions  of  baffled  hopes  in 
their  waking  hours,  until  it  became  an  aggravation  to 
keep  them  longer  in  doubt. 

At  two  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  of  October, 
all  hands  were  mustered  on  the  spar-deck,  and  immediately 
thereafter  the  orders  read  aloud,  detaching  Commodore 
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Pennock  from  tlie  command  of  the  ship,  and  installing 
therein  Captain  William  E.  Le  Eoy — who  had  been  Fleet- 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff  during  the  entire  cruise. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  this  ceremony,  Commodore 
Pennock  stepped  forward  and  commenced  to  address  the 
officers  and  men,  but  was  so  much  affected  by  the  thoughts 
of  his  separation  from  the  pleasant  associations  of  eighteen 
months,  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  proceed,  and  simply 
said  farewell  to  all.  He  retired  on  the  following  day, 
with  the  kindest  and  best  wishes  of  every  officer,  and 
on  the  departure  of  Admiral  Farragut,  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  the  European  Squadron.  During  the 
afternoon  and  evening  of  the  order  day,  the  flag-ship 
resembled  in  miniature  the  city  of  IS'ew  York  on  the  first 
of  May.  The  officers  affected  by  the  transfers  enjoyed  their 
"flitting,"  as  the  Scotch  express  it,  from  one  vessel  to  the 
other.  In  this  instance,  however,  the  importations  ex- 
ceeded the  exportations,  and  it  was  amusing  to  watch  the 
trunks,  boxes,  bird-cages,  chibouques,  musical  instruments, 
and  other  articles  and  curiosities,  passing  over  the  gang- 
ways under  the  vigilant  espionage  of  groups  of  cabin-boys 
on  guard  near  the  ladder. 

The  FrcmMvn  seemed  to  have  been  suddenly  trans- 
formed into  a  large  trading  vessel,  returning  home  laden 
with  the  odds  and  ends  of  the  old  world.  The  crews  had 
been  transferred,  and  the  merry  faces  beaming  along  her 
decks  became  the  surest  guarantee  that  her  departure  was 
nigh  at  hand. 

From  importations,  we  received  on  board  Lieut.-Com- 
manders  Allen,  Terry,  Clark,  and  "Wright ;  Surgeon  Gun- 
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nell ;  Lieutenant  Harris ;  Midshipmen  West,  Merrill, 
Eaton,  and  Church ;  Engineers  Upham  and  Adamson,  and 
several  warrant  officers  from  the  Ticonderoga ;  Surgeon 
Spear  from  the  Swatara;  and  Lieutenants  Goodrich  and 
Train  from  the  Frolic;  while  to  the  Ticonderoga,  we 
exported  Lieut.-Commander  Cook ;  Surgeon  Foltz ;  Lieut. 
Goodsell;  P.  Asst.  Surgeon  Wunderlich;  Ensign  Little; 
Midshipman  Stickney,  and  Engineers  Windsor,  Baylej, 
Pratt,  and  Burchmore;  and  to  the  Frolic,  Midshipmen 
Simons,  Tilley,  and  Knox. 

Of  the  above  additions  to  the  flag-ship,  all  went  on 
duty  save  three,  who  enjoyed  the  enviable  distinction  of 
being  styled  "  cai'pet-baggers." 

Before  leaving  Gibraltar  the  Admiral  and  a  number  of 
his  officers  were  very  kindly  entertained  by  Colonel  and 
Mrs.  Maberly,  and  on  the  16th  he  returned  the  many 
civilities  extended  him  by  a  pleasant  informal  matinee  on 
the  flag-ship. 

Governor  Sir  Kichard  Airey  was  received  with  a  national 
salute  as  he  appeared  on  the  deck,  and  being  shortly  after- 
ward followed  by  Major-General  and  Mrs.  Crutchley ; 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Maberly  and  daughters;  Commodore 
Prevost  and  daughter;  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Bellairs ;  Col- 
onel Munsell;  Captain  Curtis;  Lieutenant  Wallace,  and 
several  other  officers  of  the  staff,  the  scene  of  gayety  com- 
menced and  held  possession  of  the  gun-deck  until  the 
approaching  night,  and  a  harbor  somewhat  agitated  by  a 
.Levanter,  advised  the  guests  to  retire  and  leave  the  field 
in  possession  of  the  officers  of  the  flag-ship. 

Many  farewells   were  spoken  with   sincerity  on    this 
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occasion,  and  much  regret  manifested  at  the  final  separa- 
tion of  those  who  had  been  frequently  thrown  together 
during  the  two  visits  of  the  FrcmMwt,,  and  with  whom 
there  seemed  to  hare  sprung  up  a  very  pleasant  feeling. 
The  Admiral  had  made  himself  very  popular,  and  it  was 
with  no  little  pleasure  that  the  author  learned  from  Gov- 
ernor Airey  that  he  had  just  received  a  letter  from  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  in  which  His  Highness  spoke  very 
kindly  of  our  naval  hero,  and  inquired  whether  it  was  not 
possible  to  induce  him  to  visit  England  again. 

On  the  night  of  the  17th,  the  one  preceding  our  depart- 
ure, there  was  an  unusual  excitement  in  the  ward-room  and 
steerage,  occasioned  by  the  parting  of  those  who  had  been 
united  for  better  or  worse  during  the  entire  cruise.  The 
rigid  discipline  of  naval  regulations  was  slightly  relaxed, 
and  the  outgoing  members'  healths  were  quaffed  in  the 
authorized  stimulants,  after  which,  they  were  committed 
to  the  ordeal  of  passing  down  the  line,  to  be  affectionately 
embraced  by  each  officer  as  a  parting  salutation. 

It  was  late  that  night  ere  the  flag-ship  became  settled, 
and  even  then  there  seemed  to  linger  a  ceaseless  stir, 
which  presaged  an  important  movement  on  the  morrow. 

The  morning  of  October  18th  shone  out  beautifully, 
the  very  skies  above  us  seeming  to  smile  propitiously  on 
our  start ;  but  the  winds  had  proved  fickle,  and  instead 
of  the  Levanter  for  which  all  had  prayed,  in  their 
anxiety  to  have  such  an  auxiliary  in  crossing  the  ocean, 
we  were  greeted  with  a  blow  from  the  westward  which 
howled  through  the  rigging  with  such  fury  as  to  crush  all 
hopes  of  a  very  rapid  departure. 
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At  half-past  ten  precisely  the  Paymaster  announced  his 
business  adjusted,  when  the  long-desired  order,  "  Up  anchor 
for  home !  "  was  given  and  responded  to  with  three  lively 
cheers.  There  was  magic  in  that  command,  which  gave 
muscle  to  the  arm  and  joy  to  the  heart;  and  it  is  needless 
to  say  that  the  great  anchor  appeared  above  the  surface 
more  rapidly  than  usual  under  similar  orders. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  propeller  turned ;  the  band  struck 
up  "Home  again;"  "Home,  Sweet  Home ;  "  "Homeward 
Bound ; "  "I  Cannot  Stay  in  the  Wilderness,"  and  other 
familiar  airs,  which  symbolize  that  coveted  haven ;  and  amid 
the  dipping  of  colors  by  the  different  vessels  and  the  forts  on 
shore,  and  the  waving  of  adieus  to  those  assembled  upon 
our  late  companion  ships,  the  FranMi/ro  turned  away  from 
Gibraltar,  and  steamed  out  through  the  Straits  against  a 
terrible  head-wind,  on  her  "westward  course." 

At  five  o'clock  on  the  same  afternoon  we  passed  Cape 
Spartel  on  the  African  coast,  and  Trafalgar  Bay  on  the 
Spanish  Main,  and  stood  out  on  the  broad  Atlantic,  a  few 
hours  more  shutting  out  every  vestige  of  land,  and  leaving 
us  nothing  of  Europe  but  its  memories. 

The  voyage  across  the  ocean  occupied  a  period  of 
twenty-one  days,  occasioned  partly  by  the  fact  that  when 
the  wind  was  favorable  the  "  cast-iron  breeze "  was  shut 
off  entirely,  and  partly  by  the  prevalence  of  strong  nor'- 
westerly  gales,  which  at  times  seemed  to  defy  the  power  of 
two  boilers. 

On  the  evening  of  the  sixth  day  out,  we  passed  Santa 
Maura,  the  most  easterly  of  the  Azores ;  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  while  the  frigate  was  gliding  smoothly  on 
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her  conrse,  the  church  services  were  conducted  with  all 
solemnity ;  the  choir  singing  the  beautiful  hymn  of 
"  Guide  me,  0  thou  great  Jehovah ! "  in  which  officers 
and  men  gladly  joined,  as  an  appropriate  prayer  to  the 
Great  Navigator  who  was  directing  our  vessel  across  the 
seas. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  we  were  announced 
at  the  half-way  station  and  going  "  down  hill !  "  and  on 
the  31st  a  very  heavy  squall  from  the  northeast  struck  us 
suddenly,  and  before  the  sails  could  be  reefed,  the  frigate 
careened  slightly  and  bounded  along  at  such  a  gallop  that 
it  seemed  as  if  she  might  collide  with  the  American  coast 
before  her  headway  could  be  controlled.  The  sea  foamed 
around  her,  while  the  officers  congregated  on  the  gun- 
deck  and  congratulated  one  another  upon  reaching  Sandy 
Hook  many  days  sooner  than  anticipated ;  but  their  joy 
was  short,  for  the  mad  career  of  the  vessel  was  checked ; 
and  on  the  3d  of  November  the  long-dreaded  nor'wester 
came  upon  us,  and  foamed  and  fretted,  whistled  and  roared 
in  the  very  face  of  the  frigate  for  four  consecutive  days, 
making  our  progress  somewhat  rough  and  monotonous. 

In  passing  through  the  Gulf  Stream  the  weather  was 
about  as  dismal  as  is  possible,  yet  all  were  consoled  by 
the  reflection  that  that  great  conduit  stretched  near  our 
own  coast. 

During  the  last  half  of  our  voyage,  the  scene  daily 
enacted  on  board  was  suggestive  and  amusing.  Our 
exact  position  was  always  a  source  of  great  anxiety ;  and 
at  meridian  there  would  be  a  full  meeting  of  the  officers 
in  the  ward-room,  to  receive  the  report  of  the  navigator. 
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and  to  calculate  the  precise  distance  between  that  point 
and  the  "  light-ship." 

Pending  this,  the  hnge  chart  would  be  extended  on  the 
table,  and  suiTounded  bj  at  least  one  dozen  of  the  more 
anxious,  among  whom  the  "  carpet-baggers "  were  al- 
ways conspicuous ;  and  when  the  latitude  and  longitude 
were  announced,  the  spot  would  be  marked,  and  fresh  spec- 
ulations immediately  offered  iipon  our  chances  of  reach- 
ing home. 

On  the  afternoon  of  November  9th  we  crossed  the  bar 
off  Sandy  Hook  and  anchored  for  the  night  in  the  lower 
bay ;  and  at  daylight  on  the  following  morning  again  got 
under  weigh,  proceeded  up  through  the  Narrows,  and  at  8 
o'clock  occupied  the  same  position  off  the  Battery  .from 
which  we  had  sailed  seventeen  months  before.  During 
the  day  there  ensued  the  natural  debarkation  for  the 
home  circles ;  and  on  the  16th  Admiral  Farragut  hauled 
down  his  flag,  the  officers  slowly  dispersed  to  the  several 
scenes  of  action  to  which  orders  assigned  them,  and  the 
brilliant  cruise  of  the  FranMin  passed  at  once  into  history, 
and  on  its  pages  illustrates  our  unchecked  prosperity  at 
home  and  our  national  power  abroad. 


THE  CRUISE  OF  THE 

U.  S.  FRIGATE  FRANKLIN", 

FLAa-SHIP  OF  ADMIRAL  D.  G.  PAEEAGUT, 

COMMODORE  A.  M.  PEMfWOOK,  OOMMANDIWG. 


Left  Boston June  13th,  1867. 

Arrived  at  New  York "     15tli, 

Left  "  "     28th, 

Arrived  at  Cherbourg,  France July  14th, 

Left  "  "       "    30th, 

Arrived  at  Cronstadt,  Russia. Aug.  10th, 

Left  "  "       "     30th, 

Arrived  at  Trungsund,  Finland "        " 

Left  "  "      Sept.  1st, 

Arrived  at  Stockholm,  Sweden "     3d, 

Left  "  "        "     9th, 

Arrived  at  Copenhagen,  Denmark "     lith, 

Left  "  "         "     20th, 

Arrived  at  Sheerness,  England "    26th, 
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Left  Sheerness,  England Sept.  27th,  1867. 

Arrived  at  Gravesend,       "        "       " 

Left  "  "        Oct.  8th, 

Arrived  at  Sheerness,        "        "       " 

Left  "  "        "    15th, 

Arrived  at  Spit-Head,        "       "    16th, 

Left  «  "        "    20th, 

Arrived  at  Plymouth,        "        "     21st, 

Left  "  "        "     24:th, 

Arrived  at  Lisbon,  Portugal "     28th, 

Left  "  "         Nov..  20th, 


Arrived  at  Gibraltar-Eoek,  Spain "    24:th, 

Left  "  "       Dec.  3rd, 

Arrived  at  Cartagena,  "      "    5th, 

Left  "  "      "     16th, 

Arrived  at  Port-Mahon,  Minorca  Island,     "     19th, 
Left  "  "  "      Jan.    5th,    1868. 

Arrived  at  Toulon,  France "     7th, 

Left  "  "       "     17th, 

Arrived  at  Yille-Pranche,  Prance "     18th, 

Left  "  "       Feb.   3d, 

Arrived  at  Spezia,  Italy "     ith, 

Left  "  "      March  4th, 

Arrived  at  Naples,     "      "    5th, 

Left  "  "      April  6th, 

Arrived  at  Messina,  Sicily "     7th, 

Left  "  "      "     9th, 

Arrived  at  Syracuse,     " "    10th, 

Left  "  "      "     nth. 

Arrived  at  Malta "    12th, 
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Left  Malta April  ISth,  1868. 

Arrived  at  Lisbon,   Portugal "   '  28tli,  " 

Left  "  "         May  28th,  " 

Arrived  at  Flushing,  Holland June  4:th,  " 

Left  "  "        "    21st,  " 

Arrived  at  Ostend,  Belgium "       "  " 

Left  "  " "    23d,  " 

Arrived  at  Southampton,  England "     24:th,  " 

Left  "  "         July  16th,  " 

Arrived  at  Cowes,  "         "        "  " 

Left  "  "         "     19th,  " 

Arrived  at  Gibraltar-Eock,  Spain "     27th,  " 

Left  "  "     "        "  " 

Arrived  at  Syra,  Greece Aug.     5th,  " 

Left  "  "       "        "  " 

Arrived  at  Smyrna,  Turkey  in  Asia ....     "       6th,  " 

Left  "  "  "...."     11th,  " 

Arrived  at  Chanak,  Dardanelles,  Turkey 

in  Asia "     12th,  " 

Left  Chanak,  Dardanelles,  Turkey 

in  Asia "     20th,  " 

Arrived  at  Constantinople,  Turkey "     21st,  " 

Left  "  "      "     29th,  " 

Arrived  at  Athens,  Greece "     31st,  " 

Left  "  "     Sept.  10th,  " 

Arrived  at  Trieste,  Austria "     14th,  " 

Left  '"  "        "     27th,  " 

Arrived  at  Gibraltar-Eock,  Spain  Oct.     Yth,  " 

Left  "  "     "     18th,  " 

Arrived  at  Kew  York E"ov.  10th,  " 


